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BDR CARNAGE
National probe
report likely in
a day or two

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The natnonal probe commit-
tee on BDR carnage is likely to
submit its report in the next
fewdays

Sources close to the probe
committee told The Daily Star
that the report is prepared (o
submit any time but some
other formalities including
binding the copies ol the
reporthas notyetbeendone.

"It will take a day or two to
finish the work and the chair-
man of the committee would
then submit the report to the
home minister, " said asource.

The government formed an
11-member national probe
committee headed by former
bureaucrat Anisuzzaman to
investigate the bloody mutiny
at Pilkhana BDR headquarters
on February 25-26

The committee 1S com-
prised of serving bureaucrats
and high-ranking officers from
the army, navyandair force.

Besides, a 20-member
army probe committee sub-

mitted its report to the chief of |

armystatton May 11.

Buet team
wins int'l
architectural
design
competition

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A team of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (Buet) has
brought great honour to the
country by winning the first
prize of an international
architectural design competi-
tion titled 'Design for the
Children’, held in USA.

Sheikh Ahsan Ulllah
Mojumder, assistant professor
of Buet, led his team that won
the race of world class archi-
tects and designers Irom
different parts of the globe to
develop an adaptable, sus-
tainable and culturally
responyve pediatric clinic
which can be modified to fit

differentsitesin East Africa
Prol
Dilruba Ferdous Shuvra,
SEE PAGE 6 COL 5
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3 drown in
Buriganga
capsize

UNB, Keraniganj

Three members of a family
drowned as a motorboat
capsized in the Buriganga
following a collision with
another vessel near Jajira in
South Keraniganj upazila on
Fridaynight.

Mohammad Hossain, 35,
his wife Kajal Rekha, 25, and
son Sabbir, 5, drowned in the
mid river. They hailed from
Dashmina of Patuakhali dis-
trict.

However, the four other

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Ershad urges
govt to scrap
caretaker
system

(eaminates |
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PURBACHAL, UTTARA PROJECTS

Rajuk set to falter
on timeline, again

HELEMUL ALAM

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (Rajuk)
may miss the deadline for allotment of
plots at Purbachal New Town Project and
Uttara Model Town (3rd Phase) by June
due to non-completion of scrutiny of
around 1.65 lakh applications submitted

againstover 7,000 plots.
Besides, Rajuk has missed the dead-

line (January this year) again for starting
handing over the plots, which were allot-
ted in 2001-2005 under the two projects, It
will take another six months for Uttara to
starteven the process while three months
for Purbachal project, officials at Rajuk
said.

Although State Minister for Housing
and Public Works Abdul Mannan Khan
earlier told The Daily Star that it would
take two months to complete the total
process of plot allorment since the last

date of application, the minister changed
his stance due to huge submission of
applications.

"Around 1.65 lakh applications were
submitted under the two projects and two
months is not enough to scrutinise and
complete other process. But we are trying
to do this as early as possible," said the
minister,

An official at Rajuk said they received
1,64,644 applications under the two
projects till April 30. Of them, 42,600 plot
seekers are expatriate Bangladeshi.
Around two lakh application forms were
sold against around 6383 plots under
Purbachal project and around 870 plots
under Uttara (3rd phase), he said.

Rajuk sources said now 100 officials
are working to scrutinise the applications
though only 30 officials were assigned
initially. ,

An uncertainty about allotting the

plotsin a transparent way is still looming,
as the authorities concerned are yet to fix
any criterion for allotting the plots,
sources said.

The state minister said they are yet to
finalise the criteria of plot allotment but
working to find out the best way to make it
transparent,

On November 25, 2008, Rajuk sought
applicationin 12 categoriesincluding MP,
justice, journalist, government service
holder, autonomous body, Armed Forces,
artist/sportsman, businessman and
private service holder. The authorities
later extended the time twice which
ended on April 30.

Chairman of Rajuk Md Nurul Huda
said they would engage the experts of
Bangladesh University of Engineering
lechnology to complete the job as early as
possible.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Bombing, US strike
kill 36 in Pakistan

AP, Islamabad

A car bomb destroyed an Internet cafe and tore
through a bus carrying handicapped children
in northwestern Pakistan yesterday, killing at
least 11 people and wounding many more,
police said.

Elsewhere in the troubled region, an appar-
ent US missile strike destroyed a Taliban train-
ing camp, killing 25 militants, while Pakistani
troops killed dozens of Taliban in their bid to re-
conquer the Swat Valley, officials said.

Violence is engulfing Pakistani territory
along the Afghan border as American and allied
forces crank up the pressure on al-Qaeda and
Taliban militants entrenched in the forbidding

and barely governed mountains and valleys.
Washington and other nations are pouring

in billions of dollars in aid and military assis-
tance to prop up the pro-Western government
in Islamabad, which on Saturday sought to
allay concerns that its nuclear weapons could

fall into extremist hands.
I'he car bomb devastated a street in the

main northwestern city of Peshawar on
Saturday afternoon as it was busy with shop-

pers and traffic.
Television images showed several vehicles

burning fiercely and a stricken white-and-
green bus that had been dropping handi-

an Internet cafe

several missiles

capped children at their homes around the city.
The eight students stll on board were

injured, one seriously, medics and police said.
Four other children and seven adults were
killed, and dozens more were injured, they said.

Safwat Ghayur, a senior police official, said
one of astringofshops wrecked by the blast was

a favonte target for violent

[slamist extremists in Pakistan who consider

theWeb a source of moral corruption.
Ghayur said the cafe had received several

threats and even been attacked recently by
gunmen. He said police were holding suspects

in theshooting, but refused to elaborate.
It was unclear if any of the victums had been

in the cafe or if it was the intended target. No
group immediately claimed responsibility.
Militants have threatened more attacks in
Pakistan in retaliation for dozens of American
missile attacks on their strongholds in

Pakistan'stribal areas.
In the latest strike, Pakistani officials sajid

hit a religious school and 2

nearby vehicle on Saturday moming in Mir Al

atown in the North Waziristan tribal region.
Two intelhgence officials, citing reports

from agents in the field, said at least 25 people
were killed, including two foreign militants,
and dozens more were wounded.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2
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Even though rules say that every rickshaw must have a lantern while plying streets at night; itis largely
ignored. However, it is strictly followed in and around the Dhaka Cantonment area. Taking advantage of
this situation, rickshaw owners rent rickshaw pullers lanterns adding Tk seven to every rickshaw's

rental. The photo was taken at a rickshaw garage in Mohakhali.

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Govt pledges
action against
extra-judicial
killings

UNB, Dhaka

Commerce Minister Lt Col
(retd) Faruk Khan vyesterday
said the government would
investigate all the extrajudicial
killings taken place in the past,
as it does not favour such
incidents.

“The government is com-
pletely against extrajudicial
killings and it is determined to
prevent such incidents,” he
told a function marking the
first anniversary of Saptahik, a
Banglaweekly.

He said the government is
aware about extrajudicial
kilhngs and it would take
measures whether such inci-
| dents are taking place now. "If
| it is found, the government

will investgate it and take
| propersteps.”
| Replying to a question, he
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

India confirms
first swine
flu case

AFP, Geneva

The number of confirmed swine flu cases has soared again to top
8,000, the World Health Organisation said yesterday as India and
Turkey reported their first infections.

Japan also confirmed its first three infections among teenage
students who had not picked up the virus abroad, and officials
voiced fears thatitwould spread in the country.

The number of people killed by the influenza A(HIN1) virus

rose to 72, compared with 65 on Friday, with six more in Mexico
and onein the United States, theWHO said.

Over the past week the number of people infected by the virus
has risen sharply, going up by around 1,000 a day since Monday
toreach 8,451 on Saturday.

The United States, followed by Mexico, where the epidemic
began some three weeks ago, have recorded the highest number
of cases. Two new countries, Ecuador and Peru, have been added

totheWHO's official list.
India confirmed its first swine flu case after a 23-year-old

man who had flown to Hyderabad from New York tested positive
for the virus.
He had returned to IndiaonWednesday and was quarantined |

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1 | -

Police raid
CU halls,
pick up 16

CU CORRESPONDENT

Police in a raid early yesterday
detained 16 people from six
dormitones and two cottages
of the Chittagong University
(CUJ.

Police said the detainees

might be outsiders and most
of them belong to Islami

#

-

Chhatra Shibir and they tailed -

0 produce any university
idenuty cards
Hathazari Police Station

Officer in-Charge (0OC)
Mohammad Ismail said they
SEE PAGE 15 COL S
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CORRUPTION IN JS

Speaker expects

BSS, Dhaka

GENOCIDE IN 1971
Dhaka insists
on Pak apology

oxford

INTERNATIONAL
S CTHTU Ok

.. §iving your child the best possidle start in ife since 1987

Cambridge Examinations is offered in 150 countries all over the world and the average exam entry is more than 1.5 miiion
each year. The following students of Oxford Intemnational School (OIS) have proved to be the best, either in the whole world
or in the country, for their performance in GCE O Level Examinations:

TOP In the World

Russell Mahmood Shama Merg) Shamin Khansur Sagad Khan Mousum Minhazul Islam
Human & Socal Biology Mathematics, Nov 06 Banga, Nov 06 Human & Socal Bickogy Computer Siudes Sangia. Jun 08
jun Db Jun a7 Jn 08

TOP In Bangladesh
Reezwan Ahmed Russell Mahmmod Sk. Md Adnan AZM Ariful Haque Real Tasneam Akther Sa;:::iF"m
I & 1 l 1
English Lanquage, Prysics, Chemishy, Bolbgy, English Language Addmonal Mathematics,  Computer Studes Princples of Accounts
Mathemalics Principies of Acoourts Biology, Nov 06 Prysics, Chamistry Now 06 Jun 08
Addtional Mathematcs Nov 105 Nov 06
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Bangladesh has reiterated its

B Students Scoring 100%
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demand for Pakistan's apol- Bl Combined Merit List For Bangladesh

ogy for its troops' genocides
during 1971 Liberation War as
Islamabad dismissed Dhaka's
fresh insistence on saying
sorry for the atrocities.

“There 1S no need for back
and forth allegations or
exchange of statements, we
have not changed our posi-
tion,” Foreign Secretary |
Mohammad Touhid Hossain
told BSS yesterday.

The comments came two
days after Pakistan's foreign
office declined to apologize
for the atrocities saying the
Issue was settled under a | S
tripartite agreement between | =
the two countries and India in
1974.

Foreign Minister Dipu

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

good gesture
from the trio

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

STAFF CORRESPONDENT Nabi Tanique Hossain  Hasin Kawser Jahan  Abduliah Al Walker

Jatiya Party (JP) Chairman HM
Ershad yesterday urged the
government to promulgate a
law to abolish the provision of
caretaker government for
establishing human rights in

the country.
"The caretaker govern-

mentsystem is a black spot for
the country, as the immediate
caretaker government during
Its two-year rule had severely
violated people's rights
imcluding that of some politi-
ci1ans. | hope that the present
vovernment will enact a law
lor establishing a representa-
tive government m place of
caretaker government during

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4
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1st in GCE O Lovel 100% Marks R AS
Exams T8 Exams 18 Exams 08 Level Mathemancs
We can make this success list bigger. Being the only school in Bangladesh following Cambridge Curriculum from Primary to A Level classes,
we know what we should teach and how it should be taught. Our Curriculum, Infrastructure, Facilities and Resources are among the best in
the country, We are proud of our highly qualified team of professional education-management leaders and widely-trained faculty members. You
can be sure that, with us, your child will reach his full potential. Our record speaks for itself and you can become part of this success by
anrolling your child at OIS,

100% in SAT 2

100% n SAT 2

2nd in GCE AS Lovel 30 in GCEAS Lewel
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Speaker Abdul Hamid yesterday expressed hope that former
speaker Jamiruddin Sircar, former deputy speaker Akhtar
Hamid Siddiqui and former chief whip Khandaker Delwar
Hossain will return the money they took illegally against medical
bills before the probe bodysubmitsitsreportin parliament.

The next parliamentary session is likely to start on June 4 and
the next budget may be placed in the House on June 11, he told
reporters after attending the inaugural programme of the bien-
nial conference oftelevision producers in the city.

Citing examples of the British parliament where many law-
makers have started returning money they illegally received, he
said it would not be unusual if the same thing comes to the
minds of Sircar, Akhtar Hamid and Delwar--if they realise that
the money they received from parliament as medical bills was
illegal,

Oxford International Schoal is registared with
University of Cambridge international Examinations, UK.

B8 UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE
3 International Examinations

For Admission Test (Play Group to A Level), please contact us.
Students will be taken based on admission test and interview parformance.

A LEVEL CLASSES START from 21 June 2009,

Developing Successful Students
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