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Cyberspacs s the nursery for young minds o grow and axpand thes horzons It is the fonl of knowledge and
informaton in the &gial age and the incubator of fresh ideas and nerw Innovations. | ls & comucopa of all tha!
s good and wonderful in the vinual world of enteranment whers one can canjure, almost wilh magcal ease
anythng the mind desires at the click of a finger. Its meny offers an infinite mosalc of cultures, languages,
Mergture, science and lechnology, music and Maalrs games and sports — and much more

Yol cyberspacse has s challenges As chidren and Inenagen venturd iNto the wide open world of cybermpace,
surfing he Intamet. mbibing s encyclopasdic breadth of conlenl. Bccessing video braries, enlanng chal
rooima and bulding social networks, they are sxposed 10 carain slements of socsty thal we would shum in tha
resl world. Thres in four childran are willing 1o ahare parsonal information aboul themsalves and (hale famiy
priline In exchange lor goods and sanvicas. One In fve is largelad by a prodalor of pasdophile asch yaar
Prolecting children iIn cybespace (s clearly our duly Thal is why we launched the Child Online Protection
(COP) initiative — an megral parl of ITU's Global Cybersecunty Agends Il is in lna with our mandale 1o
sirenglhen cybanscunty and 10 establish the foundations for a safe and sescurp cyberworld lor future
genarabons. We Wake this very sedously at ITU, and this year tha theme lor World Telscommunication and
information Socety Day is Prolecting Children in Cyberspace it will influsnce our work nod only on the Day but
hroughout he yed' and in he future ag wel

Tha Intermet &nd the growing convergencs in online applications and mobile devices are global resources thal
mus! be allowed o Aouriah lor the common good We must endesvour o maks cyberupace a safe, haaftiry and
productive environment for cur children. We have jo creats a global network Lo prolect cur children online by
onacting national legalstion, slrengtherdng capacity budding, increasing public awarensss and LMproving
fational cyber respormbveness Only then can we say that we have crested a universally sccesalble
informaton society where human dgnity s respecied and whoere veryons — espocially chiddren — can benafil
from e opporiunities sccorded by ICTs 1o aftain hugher levels Of development

We celebrale World Telecommunicabion and Information Sodety Day 2009 in U knowledge that we have sel
forth a strong momentum o make cyberspace a sale place or ow children whare svery child can hamess the
bl potental of ICTs, and where évery cilizen on (his planst can oxeicise the nghl lo access, uso, croale and
shaaro rdorrnation

Lel us resche 1o protecl ouwr children in Cyberspace and promols hedr nalenable rights 10 access inlarmation
and knowledge in a Lale and secure enrvironment
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