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obstacles to achieving MDGs

Speakers tell discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Global financial recession,
global climate change and
epidemic of infectious dis-
cases are all creating obstacles
to achieving the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs),
speakers at discussion said
yesterday.

These issues should be
addressed in the upcoming
budget as they are pushing
more people below the pov-
‘ertyline, they added.

Bangladesh Unnayan
Parishad (BUP) organised the
discussion on 'Towards

Achieving Millennium
Development Goals in
Bangladesh' at the National
Press Club.

The speakers also called for
equal distribution of wealth in
order to alleviate poverty.
Budgetary allocations should
reflect the needs of all, they
added.

BUP Chairman Qazi
Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said
wealth is concentrated among
only a few. This disparity must
be eliminated first.

More allocations should be
made for agriculture, educa-
tion and the protection of the

environment, he added.

Mir Nasir Hossain, former
president of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI), sald the upcoming
budget should focus on devel-
oping skilled human resource
and creating jobs.

Donation will not help
alleviate poverty or create a
self-reliant nation, he said and
stressed the need to create
greater employment opportu-
nities.

He also called for promot-
ing industrial and export-
oriented sectors.

Rasheda K Chowdhury,
former advisor to the care-
taker government and chair-
person of People's Forum on
MDGs, said there is a huge
disparity in the education
sector,

Ensuring quality education
is crucial to achieving other
goals, she said, adding that
political will is a must for it.

[Hahz Majumder ME Prof
Dr Moinul Islam, former
depuly director of Bangladesh
Bank Khondaker Ibrahim
Khaled and senior journalists
Jaglul Ahmed and Syed Abul
Maksud also spoke.

Make budgetary allocation

to create job opportunities
Speakers urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government should make
special budgetary allocation to
create employment opportu-
nities for the youths, speakers
ataworkshop said yesterday.

They said unemployment is
one of the root causes of frus-
tration among the youths. As a
result, they turn to anti-social
activities, including drug
addiction.

The government should
also form a committee to moni-
tor whether the allocated
budget is being used properly,
the speakers said at the inaugu-
ral session of a workshop on
'National budget and youths'
opinions' at [DB Bhaban audi-
torium in the city.

Youth Ending Hunger,
Bangladesh organised the
workshop in association with
the UN Millennium Campaign
to know about the demands of
the youths and place recom-
mendations in this regard.

Anir Chowdhury, policy
adviser to 'Access to
Information Programme unit,

Prime Minister's Office, said
definition of the youth should
have to be more clarified in
order to utlise the allocated
budget.

Underscoring the need for
quality education, he said the
government should formulate
a policy, making it mandatory
for the newly qualified gradu-
ates to engage in teaching at
primary schools for one or two
years to encourage students to
pursue their study.

Dr Baidul Alam Majumder,
global vice-president and
country director of The Hunger
Project-Bangladesh,
emphasised the need to pro-
mote volunteerism and involve
the youths in the development
actvities.

The government and non-
government organisations
should come forward to pro-
mote volunteerism by giving
awards or showing honour,
which will encourage more
youths to be involved in
volunteerism.

"We need to launch a social
movement to eliminate illiter-

acy from society and
volunteerism can play an
important role in this regard,”
he said, adding that the govern-
ment should act as a catalyst to
use the power of the youths.

Economist Prof Anisur
Rahman stressed the need to
promote community services,
instead of individual's interest,
to ensure development of the
health, education and employ-
mentsectors.

Munir Hasan, secretary of
Bangladesh Mathematical
Olympiad Committee, pre-
sented the keynote paper
where he made some recom-
mendations, including giving
priority to education, youth's
development, skilled labour
and ICT, updating the policy on
youths and promoting
volunteerism.

KAM Morhsed of UNDPE
Shawkat Hossain Masum,
business editor of the
Prothom Alo, and Manisha
Biswas of UN millennium
Campaign also spoke at the
workshop presided over by
Ashok Biswas, a youth activist.

Try war criminals to avert
future political disaster

Speakers say at BBC Sanglap

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Speakers at BBC Bangladesh
Sanglap (dialogue) in Rajshahi
yesterday said the government
should not delay starting tnal
of the war criminals to avert
political disasters in future.

They observed that those
who opposed the country's
liberation in 1971 are engaged
in militancy and other subver-
sive activities in the country.

The speakers called on the
government to ensure
employment of underprivi-
leged people in the northern
districts and take action
against manpower recruiting
agencies who are cheating the
job seekers.

They also called upon all
political parties to be united for
combating militancy in the
country.

The programme on con-
temporary issues was recorded
at Rajshahi Medical College
auditorium in the city last
evening. It will be aired on BBC
Bangla service today after its
news bulletin Probaha at
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Workshop

MRC-MODE Limited organises a
seminar on dowry demand and its
consequences, Venue: Biam
Foundation. Time: 9:30am.

Seminar

DCCI in collaboration with
Association of Travel Agents of
Bangladesh will organise a
seminar on 'Development and
potentials of tounsm industry of
Bangladesh'. Venue: DCCI
auditorium. Time; 11:30am.

Roundtable

Energy & Power organises a
roundtable on energy source for
power generation. Venue: Cirdap
auditonum. Time: 10:00am.

Convocation

The 12th convocation of North
South University will be held.
Venue: NSU Bashundhara
campus. Time; 11:30am.

Workshop

Department of Women and
Gender Studies of Dhaka
University organises a workshop
on discourse analysis. Venue: DU
senale building. Time: 10.00am

8:00pm and will also be aired
on Channel iat 8:00pm tomor-
TOW.

Panelists at the dialogue
were Fazle Hossain Badsha MP,
Mizanur Rahman Minu, organ-
ising secretary of BNP, Rajshahi
University teacher ANM Saleh
and Murshida Morshed, project
director of Tilottoma, a local
NGO in Rajshahi.

Fazle Hossain Badsha
assured the audience that the
government is pledge bound to
try the war criminals.

He said the manpower
recruiting agencies employed

during the alliance government
are stillactive in cheating people.

Mizanur Rahman Minu
blamed the government for
hatching conspiracy against
the opposition through delay-
ing the trial of war criminals.

He said many ministers of
the government have already
proved to be unfit as they
failed to face the problems of
expatriates and foreign job
seekers.

ANM Saleh said the govern-
ment should develop agricul-
ture-based industries to gener-
ate employment.

'No recruitment in BDR'

BSS, Dhaka

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
yesterday requested all not to
be confused by any rumour
about recruittnent in the BDR
at different places of the
country being spread by a
vested quarter.

The BDR, in a press release,
said they have been informed
that a group of dishonest
people illegally extracting a
huge sum of money by allur-
ing the innocent people to
provide them with jobs in the

paramilitary forces.

It also said that recruit-
ment in the BDR has com-
pletely been stopped since
the February 25-26 massa-
cre at Pilkhana. Before start-
ing any new recruitment,
circular will be published in
this regard through media to
inform the public.

The BDR also requested all
to inform the local police
station or BDR Battalion if
any dishonest person spread
any such news of recruit-
ment.

UNB, Dhaka
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Thundershowers likely

today.

5:15am tomorrow.

Celsius at Jessore.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty
or squally wind is likely at a few places over Dhaka, Sylhet,
Barisal and Chittagong divisions at one or two places over
Rajshahi and Khulna divisions in next 12 hours until 6:00pm

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the
countryduring the period, Met Office said.
The sun sets in the capital at 6:35pm today and rises at

Country's highest temperature 34.6 degrees Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Khepupara and lowest 22.0 degrees

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
insome major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperaturein Humidity in
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 33.3 22.2 b4 67
Chittagong 32.0 23.5 80 83
Rajshahi 33.0 22.5 8l 72
Khulna 33.5 23.0 63 62
Barisal 34.5 23.8 71 63
Sylhet 33.8 224 ' 73 76
Cox's Bazar 335 24.5 66 73
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KHALEDA'S CANTT HOUSE
BNP to file
supplementary
petition today

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Barrister Moudud Ahmed, a
senior leader and counsel of BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia, yester-
day said they will file a supple-
mentary petition today along
with the pending writ petition
filed by Khaleda challenging the
government's second notice
regarding allotment of her can-
tonument house.

Earlier on Thursday, the
Supreme Court (SC) Registrar's
Office refused to permit Khaleda
to swear an affidavit for filing the
supplementary petition through
herlawyer.

'Refusal of the registrar's
office to permit Khaleda to swear
an affidavit through her lawyer is
an act of injustice and without
lawful. We strongly condemn it,”
Moudud told the newspersons
after a view exchange meeting at
the National Press Club in the
city:.

Swadhinata Forum (inde-
pendence forum), a pro-BNP
body, organised the meeting
titled "Tipaimukh dam: Another
Farakkah for Bangladesh'.

Moudud said the image of the
Supreme Court will be damaged
following the refusal of its regis-
trar's office and the people will
nottakeit easily.

The registrar's office has
done it being influenced politi-
cally, he added.

The BNP standing commit-
tee member admitted that there
might be militants in the country
but his party should not be
blamed for patronising mili-
tancy.

Asked to comment on
Khaleda's recent claim that there
is no militant in the country,
Moudud said no one could claim
so but a particular party should
notbe blamed for this.

The BNP senior leader also
claimed that all high profile
militant leaders were captured
during the BNP-Jamaat- led
four-party alliance government
and they were hanged during
theirrule.

Workshop on
online journal
publication

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A daylong workshop on online
publication of journal was held
at Nabab Nawab Ali
Chowdhury Senate Bhaban
conference room on the Dhaka
University (DU) campus yes-
terday.

DU in collaboration with
International Network for the
Availability of Scientific
Publications (INASP), UK,
orgnised the workshop for journal
editors, saysapressrelease.

Vice Chancellor Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddique inaugurated
the workshop aimed at helping
journals to plan online publi-
cation. Pro-Vice Chancellor
Prof Harun-or-Rashid distrib-
uted certificates among the
participants.

Twenty-four journal editors
and editorial members from
different universities and
research institutions took part
in the workshop.

Dr Bimal Guha coordinated
the workshop while Siouk
Cumming from INASP facili-
tated the workshop sessions.

HSTU bldg to
be named

after Dr Wazed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

The Regent Board of Hajee
Danesh Science and
Technology University (HSTU)
in Dinajpur yesterday decided
to name one of it's academic
building after later Dr MA
Wazed Miah, husband of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

HSTU has two academic
buildings and another will be
built this year which will be
named after Dr MAWazed Miah,

The 16th Regent Board
meeting of the university was
held at the HSTU conference
room with Vice Chancellor Prof
Dr M Afzal Hossain in the chair,

PHOTO: STAR
Detained JMB man Mizan alias Boma Mizan is being taken to the

CMM court in the city yesterday. (Story on Page 1)

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Top policymakers of BNP sat
at a meeting yesterday to
finalise its district and city
convening comimittees as
part of an initiative to bring
about reforms in the party,

which suffered unprece-

dented debacle in the
December 29 national elec-
tion.

Presided over by BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia,
the standing committee of
the party also discussed

BSS, Pirgan|

State Minister for Home
Affairs Tanjim Ahmed Sohel
Taj yesterday said that the
government is committed to
root out militancy and terror-
ism by showing zero tolerance
to establish a peaceful society.

The minister said this while
addressing the upazila law
and order meeting here at the
Upazila Parishad auditorium,
chaired by the Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) Abu Shaheen M
Asaduzzaman.

He said that special short,
mid and long-term compre-
hensive and strategic plans
have been adopted to achieve
the goals by involving people
and engaging all the law
enforcement and other agen-
cies to eliminate militancy
and terrorism once for all.

The government of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
taken the challenge and would
notallow militancy and terror-
ism to raise their heads again
according to its commitment,
the minister said.

Each and every militant
and terrorist element would
be eliminated with the
support of the people, he
added.

Sohel Taj said that the new
national committee for
preventing and combating
militancy and terrorism
headed by him has already
started its work and all the
concerned ministries would
soon take the next steps at
the field level.

After getting the instruc-
tions from the concerned
ministries the UNOs would
form union and ward level

Govt to root out militancy,
terrorism: Sohel Taj

watch committees to create
awareness against militancy
and terrorism. This time, the
members of Ansar and
Village Defense Police would
be involved with the process,
hesaid.

Several ministries includ-
ing education, LGRD, reli-
gious affairs and information
would be engaged to create
social awareness among the
people against militancy and
terrorism.

The minister said that
police would be modernised
as the government is com-
mitted to ensure a peaceful
law and order situation in the
country.

Abul Kalam Azad MP,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Kallol Kumar
Chakroborty, among others,
attended the meeting.

UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni
held official talks with her
Myanmar counterpart U Nyan
Winz in Yangon .yesterday
discussing a host of 1issues,
including repatriation of the
Rohingya

refugees, relaxation of visa
requirements for Bangladesh
citizens and delimitation of the
maritime boundary.

They also discussed facilita-
tion of the banking services,
import of rice, onions and
other essentials, increased
border trade and inclusion of
cement, fertiliser,
pharmaceuticals and con-
struction materials as border
trade items, export of surplus
power to Bangladesh, road link
between the two countres up
to China, direct air link, border
fencing and sharing band-
width with fiber optic cable.

A release from the foreign
ministry on the talks said the
two foreign ministers observed
that both the countries would
“gain significantly” by cooper-
ating on these issues.

The Myanmar FM said both
Myanmar and China are inter-
ested in setting up a tri-nation
road network provided that
necessary funds were available.

Dipu Moni proposed that to
avoid misunderstanding, the
heads of border forces of the two
countries should regularly meet.

Nyan Winz said they would
examine the prospectof setting
up an inland cross-border fiber
optic line with Bangladesh,
which could be used to con-
nectotherregional countries.

Both the sides agreed to
establish direct air links
between the two countries
either under government or
private venture. Dipu Moni
proposed to send a delegation
from Bangladesh to study
necessary amendment to the
existing agreement.

On repatriation of the
Rohingyas, Dipu Moni said, “Ban-
gladesh is ready to extend all
assistance to Myanmar in facilitat-
ingrepatriation of the refugees.”

She also met Energy
Minister Brig General Lun Thi
and Home Minister Maj) Gen
Maung Oo. She sought Maung
Oo's cooperation for early
repatriation of the Rohingya
refugees.

Maung Oo asked whether
there was any list to be consid-
ered. Dipu Moni told him that
such alistwould be provided in
consultatonwith UNHCR.

On business visa, he said
Bangladesh businéssmen can
apply for long- term visa at the
Myanmar Embassy in Dhaka
and their applications would
be “favourably considered case
by case”.

FM HOLDS TALKS WITH MYANMAR COUNTERPART
Cooperation for repatriation

of Rohingya refugees sought

About the release of 75
Bangladesh nationals detained
in different jails of Myanmar,
he assured their earlyrelease.

DipuMonialsohelda meet-
Ang with Commerce Ministes
Brig General Tin Naing Thein
and proposed to extend the
financial himit per consign-
ment for general and essential
products.

TIPAIMUKH DAM
Bangladesh to protest

Indian move: Muhith

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh would raise protest
officially against construction
of the Tipaimukh dam soon
after new government in India
assumed office as the project
might cause a catastrophic
ecological impact on the coun-
try's northeastern region.

Two senior cabinet ministers,
who hail from the region (Sylhet),
spoke about their plan to resist

the construction of thedam at the -

Annual General Meeting of
Jalalabad Association at
Bangladesh Shishu Academy
auditorium yesterday.

“The dam will desert the
greater Sylhet region,” Finance
Minister AMA Mubhith told the
meeting. He said the
Tipaimukh dam would dry up
the rivers Surma, Kushiara and
Meghna as well as the haors.

“It's the responsibility of
every citizen to resist construc-
tion of the dam,” he said, add-
ing that a plus point is that the
Indian people in the surround-
ing areas of the project like
Karimganj and Monipur are
also against the project.

Mubhith said the problem of
the project is that India will
withdraw waters from interna-
tional river Barak for irrigation
purpose, which will desert the
land in Bangladesh's north-
eastern region. “We cannot
allow this disaster to take
place.”

He said there would have no
problem with the projectifitis
restricted only for power gen-
eration and flood control.

Talking to reporters after the

meeting, he said the Indian
side has invited Bangladesh to
visit the project area and
Bangladesh would send a
delegation after the new gov-
ernment in India assumed the
office to see their plan and
understand the possible
impact.

“We'll solve the problem
through bilateral discussion,”
hesaid. "

Addressing the function,
Social Welfare Minister Enamul
Huq Mostafa Shaheed said the
government will protest the
Indian move officially.

“We'll have to resist con-
struction of the dam at any
cost,” hesaid.

Qulkhwani

Qulkhwani
of Md Akram
Hossain, a
retired
senior audit
e, A
accounts
officer, will
be held at
House # 23, Road # 2, Old
DOHS at Banani in the city,
saysapressrelease.

Relatives, friends and
admirers are requested to
attend the qulkhwani and
pray for salvation of the
departed soul.

He passed away due to
brain hemorrhage on May 14
atthe age of 62.

He left behind his wife and
a daughter to mourn his sud-
den demise.

@he Baily Star

BNP meets to finalise
dist convening
committees

several issues, including the
present political situation
and the government notice
asking Khaleda to vacate the
Cantonment residence, to
decide the party's stand,
meeting sources said.

Held at the BNP chairper-
son's office at Gulshan, the
meeting was continuing
when this report was filed at
around 11:30pm.

Maruf Kamal Khan, who
was the deputy press secre-
tary of Khaleda while she
was the prime minister,
briefed reporters on the
meeting at abuut9:30pm,

Without elaboraﬂng, he
said, "The BNP standing
committee discussed the
issue of finalising district
and city convening commit-
tees.”

Standing committee
members Khandaker Delwar
Hossain, Khandakery
Moshharraf Hossain,
Moudud Ahmed, Khandaker
Mahbub Uddin Ahmed and
Lt Gen (retd) Mahbubur
Rahman, among others,
attended the meeting.

Earlier in the day,
Moudud Ahmed told report-
ers, "If we can finalise all the
convening committees in
today's (Saturday) meeting,
we would declare the com-
mittees. Otherwise it may
take two or three days
more."

After the debacle in the
general election, the party
formed six central teams
that jotted down feedback
from district leaders in
February to reorganise itself.

The standing committee
later decided to replace
district committees with
convening committees by
April 7, but the task
remained unaccomplished.

Meanwhile, Mayor and
former chief of Dhaka city
BNP Sadeque Hossain
Khoka and BNP chairper-
son's adviser Brig Gen (retd)
ASM Hannan Shah held an

cexclusive. meeting; al the

latter's . residence at
Mahakhali yesterday.

They discussed the issue
of the top post of Dhaka city
BNP, for which Khoka,
Hannah Shah and Mirza
Abbas, among others, are
competing, sources said.

Obituary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent
ph®sicist
Prof Dr
Muhammad
Nurul Alam
passed away
| at his resi-
|dence at
ain the cityonWednesdayatthe
age of 88, says a pressrelease.

Dr Nurul Alam worked with
the Atomic Energy
Commission for most of his
service life.

He left behind his wife
Husne Jahan, son Hasan Alam
and a host of admirers to
mourn his death.

On the occasion, a doa
mahfil will be held at his resi-
dence after Maghrib prayers
tomorrow (Monday) to pray for
salvation of the departed soul.

Death anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
2nd death
anniversary
of Syeda
Salma
Fatima, a
o™ resident of
| '} | Khanbahad
ur Garden at 195/2 Shantibagh
and daughter of late Advocate
Syed Mohammad Hashim,
says a press release.

On the occasion, a doa
and milad mahfil will be held
at an orphanage in the city
today.

All are requested to pray for
salvation of the departed soul.

FROM PAGE 16
Rajuk has so far completed

land development works and
internal road construction
works in six sectors out of 30
under Purbachal project.
Although the plot handover
was scheduled to start in
January, it could not be done
due to lack of pillaring works of
the plots,

"We will start handing over
plots from August in SIX sec-
tors--1,4,11,13,14 and 17 after
completing pillaring works,”
said ABM Rafiqul Islam Khan,
project director of Purbachal
project.” Around 3,000 plots in

the six sectors will be handed

Rajuk set to falter

over to the allottees, he said.

He said they would try to
handover plots of 16 sectors by
December while the rest 14
sectors by 2012, the deadline of
completion of the project.

The Rajuk is yet to start
handing over plots under
Uttara 3rd phase though its
website says its will start in
January this year.

Md Nurul Islam, project

director of Uttara 3rd phase,

said they have already com-
pleted the land development
work of sector 15 but they will
start handing over the plots by
December.

He said road construction
work of the sector has been
going on to start the handing
over process by December.

He said construction works
of two bridges have been going
on while works of rest of 10
bridges could not start, as the
ministry concerned is yet to
select the contracting firm to
give the job. Eighty seven per-
cent land filling works so far
has been completed, Nurul
safd.

In 1966, Rajuk took Uttara
Model Town project and com-
pleted in 1992. In first phase,
they allotted 6,000 plots of

on timeline, again

different sizes on 950 acres of
land. It started the work of
Uttara extension in 1992 and
completed in 1998 in the sec-
ond phase. Rajuk acquired 438
acres of land and allotted 5,315
plots in second phase.

Rajuk so far has allotted
8,295 residential plots, 550
commercial plots and around
200 institutional plots in Uttara
third phase. [n 2004, it allotted
about 15,500 plots under
Purbachal project.

plots for the Adibashiand 1,000 -

for the affected. Of these, 2,823
plots have been allotted.
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