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Subsidy for services under

UNB, Dhaka

The government is planning
an option to subsidise services
to be rendered by the projects
under public-private partner-
ship (PPP) as the guidelines
are being prepared to facilitate
the new budgetary concept of
development.

“The subsidy is to ensure
that people won't pay higher
tariff for using the services,” a
senior official told UNB
requesting anonymity.

For instance, he said, elec-
tricity consumers will not pay
the power tariff to be charged
by the private sector producer
under the PPP.

Although the government
would have to buy the service
from the private producer, the
consumers will enjoy the

regular price.

“The difference will be paid
from the PPP budget as sub-
sidy,” the official said.

Finance Minister AMA
Muhith had already
announced to make a sub-
stantial budgetary provision
in the budget for 2009-10 to
finance the PPP projects.

The government is already
in the practice of buying elec-
tricity from the independent
power producers at higher
rate and selling back to con-
sumers at administered tariff.

“The PPP budget will
enable the government to
keep the subsidy expenditure
in the budget and make finan-

cial management efficient,”
said another official in the
Ministry of Finance.

He said the government is
going to set a general guide-
line to facilitate PPP, but the

modalities would be decided
on case-to-case basis, consid-
ering the merits of the projects
concerned.

A separate body with
experts from the private sector
will be set up to administer,
identify, select and award the
projects under the PPP

The body will be provided
with adequate authority to
approve and award a project
without going to the Executive
Committee of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC).

The subsidy approach will
be one of the three options the
government is moving for-
ward with to attract private
entrepreneurs from both
home and abroad to face the
challenges of the infrastruc-
ture bottlenecks that have
been hindering the economic
developmentof the country.

PPP projects on the cards

The two other options of
funding the PPP projects from
the budget are meeting the cost
of preparing project appraisals
and holding shares of the
projects by the government if it
provides the fund as equity.

“The modalities will
depend on how the private
sector shows interest in a
particular project,” said the
official.

He added that whatever
might be the modalities, the
interest of the consumers
would be protected - be it a
power project or projects in the
energy, port, roads, express-
ways, elevated expressways
and anything else.

“The service charges will
also be decided as per the
negotiation on a particular
project or service,” the official
said.
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Prof Zillur Rahman Siddiqui speaks at a discussion commemorating the 38th anniversary of the
abduction of philanthropist Ranada Prasad Saha (RP Saha) and his son Bhabani Prasad Saha (Rabi)
at the Shilpakala Academy auditorium in the city yesterday.

ICT FAIR BEGINS TOMORROW
BTRC to rev1ew revenue from
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[CT equipment, services

CU CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Telecommuni-
cations Regulatory Commssion
(BTRC) Chairman Brig Gen
(Retd) Zia Ahmed yesterday
said BTRC is putting emphasis
on reviewing revenue from the
ICT equipment and services to
make them affordable for
people from all classes of soci-
ety.

“We have already pro-
posed to reduce internet
users' VAT from 15 percent to
Zero percent to increase users
and disseminate information
and communication technol-
ogy (ICT) among the mass
people, he said.

Zia was addressing a press
conference at Chittagong
Circuit House to brief the two-

day programme beginning
tomorrow to mark the World
Telecommunication and
Information Society Day
(WTISD)-2009.

The event with the slogan
‘Protecting children in
cyberspace' will be cele-
brated this year in Chittagong
instead of the capital to popu-
larise the concept, create
awareness and ensure partic-
ipation of the youths.

Zia said they are deter-
mined to increase internet
connectivity and fibre net-
work in the remote areas of the
country since the country will
be covered with WIMAX and
3Gtechnologies soon.

He said parents would have
to playavitalrole in protecting
their children from unfair use

Info"matio'n Socnetv Dav-2009

PHOTO: STAR
Banglalink takes out a procession at Chittagong city to mark the World Telecommunication and

Information Society Day 2009 yesterday.
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ofthe netand ICT access of the
children is a must since it is a
rightnow.

He said BTRC has chalked
out the programmes at
Institution of Engineers
Bangladesh (IEB) Chittagong
centre to mark the day target-
ing the vision 2021 to materi-
alise the dream of building
‘digital Bangladesh'.

There will be 20 stalls at the
venue where the programmes
like ICT-based exhibition, ICT
classes, seminar and online
competitions will be held, he
added.

BTRCVice Chairman Hasan
Mahmood Delwar and Deputy
Commissioner of Chittagong
Farid Uddin Ahmed
Chowdhurywere present at the
press conference.

TRIBUTE TO RP SAHA

Call to initiate
trial of war
criminals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a discussion yes-
terday urged the government
to initiate the trial of war
criminals who had killed
many great people of the
country during the liberation
warin 1971,

The discussion, commem-
orating the 38th anniversary of
the abduction of philanthro-
pist Ranada Prasad Saha (RP
Saha) and his son Bhabani
Prasad Saha (Rabi) by the
Pakistan army with the help of
their local collaborators, was
organised by Kumudini
Welfare Trust (KWT) at the
Shilpakala Academy audito-
rium in the city.

Prof Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui, former vice-
chancellor of Jahangirnagar
University, attended the dis-
cussion as chief guest.

Mamunur Rashid, a cul-

tugal personality, 'said_the ||

country now needs people like
RP Sahawho devoted his life to
the welfare of people.

Narrating her personal
acquaintance with RP Saha,
educationist Shyamoli Nasrin
said trial of those who are
responsible for the missing of
such a greatsoul must be held.

In his keynote speech, Prof
Abul Quasem Fazlul Huq,
chairman of Bangla depart-
ment at Dhaka University,
stressed the need for fulfilling
the dreams of RP Saha who
dedicated his life to the service
of humanity.

Paying tributes to the
memory of RP Saha, he said
the great philanthropist had
significant contributions to
economic independence of
women.

Earlier Bina Shaw, princi- |

pal of Kumudini Nursing
College, delivered the wel-
come address at the
programme which was
addressed by KWT Director
Protiva Mutsuddy, Prof Nehal

Karim and social worker |
Aroma Dutta.
On behalf Kumudini

Welfare Trust, some memora-

bilia of RP Saha were handed |
over to Aly Zaker, a trustee of |
the Liberation War Museum, |

to be placed at the museum.
Later the students of
Kumudini Hospital School of
Nursing, Kumudini Women's
Medical College and
Kumudini Nursing College
paid their respect to their

founder through songs and
dances.

Jessore fisheries meet country's 70pc
demand for fish fry

METRO DESK

Jessore Fish Farmers'
Association and media profes-
sionals at a discussion in
Jessore on Thursday stressed
that the country's fish sector
still has potential as an effec-
tive earning source if some
policy initiatives are taken,
saysa pressrelease.

They said the media can
help draw attention of the
government and
policymakers about the prob-
lems of this sector, including
shortage of quality fish fry,
lack of technical knowledge,
natural calamities, spiraling
price of fish feed and inade-
quate number of fish research
institutions.

Business Reporters’
Network (BRN), Jessore Fish
Farmers' Association, and

Management and Resources
Development Initiative
(MRDI) jointly organised the
discussion ‘Jessore fish culti-
vation: Its growth, opportuni-
ties and obstacles’ with sup-
port from Katalyst.

Mobinul Islam Mobin,
publisher and editor of the
dauy Gramer Kagoj, moderated
the discussion where Saifuj
Zaman, president of Jessore
Fish Farmers' Association,
presented a keynote paper on
‘Jessore fish cultivation: Its
possibilities, opportunities
and presentcrisis’,

Zaman said Jessore fisheries
itself account for Tk 100 crore
revenue, creating work oppor-
tunities for more than 10 lakh
people. Bur as the successes of
Jessore fisheries are not being
reflected properly in the media,
they are being unable to get

necessary policy support and
investments.

He also expressed hope
that better media coverage
will help remove the barriers,
adding that reporters will
contribute more to improving
the scenario in this sector.

BRN members
Ruqunuddoulah, staff
reporter of the ddily Sangbad,
Jessore, and Moinul Haque,
Jessore correspondent of
private TV channel ETV, pre-
sented another keynote high-
lighting the problems and
potential of this sector as well
as the role of media.

They also mentioned that
70 percent of the country's
total demand for fish fry is
produced by Jessore fisheries,

MRDI Executive Director
Hasibur Rahman described
the background of the forma-

tion of BRN and MRDI's activi-
ties to bridge the gap between
the media and businesses like
fisheries, flower cultivation,
foundry and alike,

He said as part of business-
media cooperation, business
issue-based interaction
programme can be organised
for journalists with support
from the business community.

Simultaneously, entrepre-
neurs and officials of business
firms can be trained for main-
taining communication with
the media on a regular basis to
address such obstacles and
accelerate growth, he added.

Jessore fisheries' owners
and farmers along with lead-
ing media professionals,
including BRN members, took
part in the discussion, fol-
lowed by a field visit at Jessore
Fisheries Research Institute,
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PHOTO STAR
Channel i Director (news) Shykh Seraj hands over a book containing a 33-point recommendation on
agriculture titled 'Krishi Budget Krishoker Budget' to Finance Minister AMA Muhith at the conference

room of the ministry yesterday.

'Country lacks leaders since
Bangabandhu's killing'

to build a prosperous and
developed country that
Bangabandhudreamtol.

Poets Asad Mannan and
Zakia Setu Sumi recited
poems on Bangabandhu.

Chief Coordinator of Sector
Commanders' Forum Lt Gen
(retd) Harun-Ar-Rashid,
President of Bangladesh-India
Sampriti Parishad Advocate
MA Bari, Deputy Attorney
General Fazilatunnesa Bappi,
Director of National Public
Library Aminul Islam and
Adviser to the advisory council
of the programme SM Omar
Faruk also spoke.

Later,adocumentaryon the
life and works of Bangabandhu
was also screened.

ducted by its Chairman Dr
Abul Kalam Azad.

Educationist Prof Mustafa
Nurul Islam presented a key-
note titled 'Bangladesh of
Bangabandhu: Bangabandhu
of Bangladesh'.

In his keynote, Prof Islam
said Bangabandhu is the great
leader of the crores of people
of the country. However, he
pointed out that the country is
suffering from a leadership
crisis since the killing of
Bangabandhu.

University Grants
Commission Chairman Prof
Nazrul Islam said
Bangabandhu's Bangladesh is
advancing fast amidst huge
obstacles and they will be able

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his contribution
to the country will remain in
the pages of the history of
Bangladesh as long as the
world exists, speakers said ata
programime yesterday.

Writers' Foundation
Bangladesh organised the
programme titled 'Bangabandhu
Festival-2009' at the Liberation
WarMuseurmn in the city.

The speakers also said that
Bangabandhu will always
remain in the heart of the
people of the country.

Foundation President Engr
Shamsuzzoha Chowdhury
chaired the programme con-

PHOTO: STAR
Prof Mustafa Nurul Islam speaks at a programme titled ‘Bangabandhu Festival-2009 organised by
Writers' Foundation Bangladesh at the Liberation War Museum in the city yesterday.

Govt likely to
introduce
Crop
insurance

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government will hopefully
introduce crop insurance and
expand credit programme for
crop stocks for the welfare of
farmers, said Finance Minister
AMAMuhith yesterday.

In the upcoming budget, the
government will also provide
special allocation for agricul-
tural research, he said when
Channel i Director Shykh Seraj
handed over to him a 39-point
recommendations on agricul-
ture titled 'Krishi Budget,
Krishoker Budget'.

Seraj presented the recom-
mendations at the conference
room of the finance ministry
on behalf of the programme
titled “Hridoye Mati O
Manush' which is telecast on
Channel i, says a press release
of Impress Telefilm Limited.

Referring to irregularities in
various agricultural-related
departments, AMA Muhith
said once upon a time
Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation
(BADC) provided to farmers a
number of services, which may
not be possible in that spirit
now.

“But there is no doubt that
we have to give special atten-
tion towards agriculture,” the
minister said, agreeing to most
of the recommendations.

Seraj highlighted a number
of challenges facing agricul-
ture and said climate change,
environmental degradation
and many other man-made
problems are becoming
threats to agriculture,

The sector, therefore,
deserves very special attention
of the authorities concerned,
henoted.

A video documentary focus-
ing the field-level experiences
was projected before submitting
the recommendatons.

Finance Secretary Dr
Mohammad Tareq and other
high officials of the ministry
were present on the occasion.

Hridoye Matu O Manush
started its pre-budget field
level discussion and submis-
sion of recommendations to
the governmentsince 2005.

Woman
commits
suicide

UNB, Jhenidah

Awoman allegedly committed
suicide by hanging herself
over a family feud at Jalilpur
village in Moheshpur upazila
onWednesday night.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Halima Khatun, 28, an
NGO worker and daughter of
Kheder Sheikh.

Police on information
recovered the body and sent
it to Sadar hospital morgue
for autopsy.

c A R E E RWITH EUROPCAR BANGLADESH

EXPANSION of Business in Bangladesh has created the following vacancies

Basic Responsibilities: Baslic Responsibliities: Basic Responsibilities: Basic Responsibilities:
® Providing overall logistic ® Routine inspection s Communication with clients s Attending phone calis from
suppori by coordinating with & Vehicle mantenance & trouble » Customer service chents
drivers and clients shooting » Call cenler supervision » Customer service
® Managing schedule of fleel drivers = Maintaining dadly summarized
® Assigning vehicles Requirements. Requirements: reports on sales aclivities
® Maintaining fleet record
= Maintaining daily summarized & Diploma in Automobile a Graduala/Master's Degree Requirements:
reports on operatonal activibes Engineering from a reputed University
® 8 - 10 years of experience in a " Age 22-30 ® Graduata/Master's Degree
Requirements: reputed automobile workshop ® Smart with excellent from a reputed Universtty
® Thorough knowledge about communication skills " Age 22-30
s Graduate/Master's Degree vehicle repair and maintenance s Motivated and target oriented s Smart with excellent
® 4 -5 years work expenenca in ® Strong work ethic with an ability communication sidlis
related field to work under pressure
u Age up 10 45 (Fresh Gradmm are welcomed
(Fresh Graduates are weicomed for this position) |
(Retired army officers will be for this position)
ghven preference for this pasition)

only ...

INTERNATIONAL CAR RENTAL COMPANY IN BANGLADESH

EUROPCAR BANGLADESH Franchisee: Trivia Aviation Ltd,, (Sister Concern of Dana Group) tower hamlet, 8th floor, 16 kemal ataturk avenue, banani ¢/a, dhaka-1213, bangladesh

Start a JOINT VENTURE DEVELOPMENT of

| MANAGER (OPERATIONS) [l MANAGER (AUTOMOBILES) [l EXECUTIVE (SALES & MARKETING) Jil EXECUTIVE (COUNTER SALES)

n For all the above positions, candidates must be computer literate with a good command of written and spoken English
w Resume, photograph and a cover lefler must be senl lo the address below by the 24th of May, 2009

Europcar

YOU RENT A LOT MORE THAM A CAR.

fradox communicallons

your LAND

with SHELTECH for the HIGHEST RATE OF RETURN

LAND WANTED *

ONLY THE LAND OWNER(S) ARE REQUESTED TO CONTACT
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Sheltech Tower : 55, Bir Uttam Qazi Nuruzzaman Road, (West Panthapath), Dhaka-1205, Bangladesh
E-mall : sheltech@citechco.net Web site : www.sheltech-bd.com, Fax : 880-2-9143332 Tel : (02) 91433338 (6 Lines)
Mobile : 01713-091715, 01713-091717, 01713-091718, 01713-091719

01713-091720, 01713-091721, 01713-091722, 01713-091723, 01713-09

1724



