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Asia's stock markets nunbledThursdny SHANGHAIL: Down 090 percent. KUALA LUMPUR: Down 1.06 per- - % > AFP, Londo (bpd), three percent lower
as recent investor confidence in the The Slmmgl:d:uli3 C;:mpusitelg;lex. which ;:c:ln. il‘he Kuala Lumpur Composite | ;s "UACHR . BiZE than last year, "and the
future of the global economy took a hit ~ covers A and B shares, was 23.88 points Indexlost10.85 pointsto 1,011.,99. fiod | T, A B o g "slid ﬂn sharpest single year's fall
following wglm than-expected sales lowerat2,639.89, BANGKOK: Down 4.73 percent. The | £ @ " Ry \‘ ‘: (t Q‘wm N ‘T”mdr sodua }I:‘":f;}‘ ::1 the since 1981," in its mnnmly
figures out of the United States. TAIPEI: Down 187 percent. The Stock Exchange of Thailand fell 26.16 Y, r S AN = [nternational Energy Agency oll marketreport.

TOKYO: Down 2.64 percent. The weighted index fell 120.97 points to pointstoclose at 526.55. NATIONALBANK | .+ its energy demand fore- Last month it had esti-
Nikkei-225 fell 246.76 points to 6,364.17. Kavee Chukitkasemn, assistant man- | Moazzam Hossain, chairman of National Bank Ltd, speaks at cast for zﬂogy because of the mated 2009 demand at 83.4
9,093.73. SEOUL: Down 2.37 percent. The aging director at Kasikorn Securities, | the bank's Regional Conference Chittagong 2009 in the port | . orldwide economic down- millionbpd. ;‘

HONG KONG: Down 3.04 percent. KOSPIshed 33.57 points to 1,380.95. said: "Investors are concerned that a | city recently. tumn "Forecast global oil
The Hang Seng Index closed down Thursday's fall seemed to be anatu- global economic recovery will be Pﬁceu also continued to demand for 2009 has been
517.93 points at 16,541.69, its lowest ral correction after the KOSPI rose to slower than expected after weak US C fall from recent six-month revised down slightly (since
level since May 5. 1,400 points without much meaningful reports.” Uurr enqy peaks as Wednesday's poor last month) following

“The market had been focusing on correction, said So Jang-Ho, an analyst JAKARTA: Down 3.86 percent. The US retail sales data and weak weaker-than-expected

any positive development to help drive  at Samsung Securities. Jakarta Composite Index lost 71.55 Following is Thursday's (May 14, 2009) forex statement by Standard equities poured cold water prelh'ﬂlmm] data in various
the recent rally, but they have mmpletely SINGAPORE: Down 289 percent. pointsto1,779.78. Chartered Bank on hopes of a global eco- regions” such as the United
ignored negative data, until now.” The Straits Times Index closed 63.18 MANILA: Down 0.84 percent. The | Majorcurrency exchange rates Exchange rate of some currencies nomic recovery, analysts States, China and Russia, the

SYDNEY: Down 3.44 percent. The points lowerat2,122.11. indexfell 19.37 points to 2,264.23. PerUSD BDT per said ' |EA said.

S&P/ASX 200 slumped 132.7 points to "The market is already running a bit WELLINGTON: Down 1.26 percent. | USdollar 69.50 68 50 New York's main futures "Preliminary data for

3,723 4, the biggest drop in almost four out of steam, although in every pull- The NZX-50 fell 35.44 points to | Eur 9592 0092 | o tract. li de early 2009 suggest little
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months. back so far, you see people jumping 2,776.12. Pak rupee 80,63 086 | for delivery in June, lost 94 ups ide for now in our

Rio Tinto finished down 11.72 per- back in again, so there's no substantial MUMBAI: Down 1.22 percent. The T"m'"ddw :?;:' )+ T Lankan rupee 17.70 058 | centsto57.08dollarsabarrel. demand assessment,” it
cent at 57.60 Australian dollars amid decline," said atraderatalocal bank. 30-share Sensex lost 146.74 points to mm 64.26 0313 Thai baht 34.58 199 London's BrentNorthSea  added.
fears it may scrap a multi-billion dollar DBS fell 40 cents to 11.00 and 11,87291. SwedishKroner 9.0 g20 Molsysianringgt 355 1940 | crude for June delivery sank The IEA is the oil moni-

mﬁ :ﬂg-;‘ 5:3 USD forward rate against BOT - | 76 cents to 56.58 dollars a toring and policy arm of the
3 th ; - barrel. Paris-based Organisation
DG 26 Allllllal Gﬂﬂel'al Meel“lg Douar mD{Ed ﬁ?&m ::';: ::ﬁ 1M 68.61 69 68 "Energy prices are off (on for Economic Cooperation
' , . a AFP, London Saudi riyal 18 68 1812 M 68 68 7024 | Thursday) after global andDevelopment.
...... Ee18easseePeNsuRTNINTIIRNSIREERENNRETD Danish kroner 1337 172 IM 68.77 1067 demand projgcugng were New York crude had
The dollar fell agamst the | Kuwaitidinar 23708 23333 6M 69.48 7187 | lowered by the International  struck a six-month high of
euro and rose versus theyen | Local Market FX Energy Agency,” said MF 60.08 dollars a barrel on
on Thursday as prospects of | Local inter-bank FX market was active on Thursday. USD/BDT rate was | Global analyst Ed Meir. Tuesday, boosted by rising
a quick economic recovery :mfhrﬂ;aﬂmmﬂngday.ﬁemaﬂslmmun The 1EA forecast on eqmty markets and a plunge
dampened, dealers said. oney : Thursday a 28-vear record in the greenback that made
The European single Money market was active on Thursday. Most deals traded at 2-2.5 percent. | o) rlmp inyﬂgmbal oil dollar- ?::ced crude cheaper
currency climbed to 1.3609 :“f’“z:s?““iim demand, saying optimism forforeignbuyers.
dollars from 1.3598 dollars 'Ph r:o“ ’ sl‘;t ™ ; . for economic recovery was Prices had bounced
late on Wednesday in New | S JESAIvEn BIgCY AILTIAENGRY, MANG HRRRPOsL IOV RMES 5 not yet reviving appetite for higher in intra- -day trade on
Vork. euro in roughly a weeklas'.. a sluggish US retail sate_s figures reminded s ial di Wednesday after the US
PHBAL Pl Against the Japanese m,:ﬁfﬁ:::ﬂmzﬂ -0 T'"L's,r:,-::?:-’ tha %k:ba! il ety T,', b Tc;im a:{e}ﬁf:!;fo f g'rther government's Department
| ept risk ave . Ongoing econom
Hafiz Ahmed Mazumder, chairman of Pubali Bank Ltd, presides over the bank's 26th annual | . rrency, the dollar gained | pighighied bya side in European shares, which fell more thanhalf apercent | trimmed its forecast for of Energy (DoE) published
general meeting in Dhaka yesterday. The meeting declared 30 percent dividends intheformof | o 95.55 yen from 95.20 yen |  in earlytrade and kept traders keen to dump aggressive short-dollar positions | 2009, which it estimated at  its weekly oil inventories
bonus shares for 2008. late Wednesday. accumulated earfier in the week. 83.2 million barrels per day report.
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