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Homage to theatre
great Augusto Boal
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Theatre troupe,

Bot Tola paid homage to

Augusto Boal, founder of the Theatre of the
Oppressed, with a memorial meeting held at
the Studio Theatre Hall of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy recently. The great Brazil-

ian theatre director, dramatist,

passed awayon May2.

Eminent theatre personalities,
Rahman, Mamunur Rashid,

and activist

Ataur
Professor

Mohammad Selim, Salek Khan and theatre

Eminent theatre personalities seen at the inauguration of Augusto Boal Centre, a branch
of Bot Tola.

cal form in radical popular education move-
ments. His revolutionary approach to theatre,
which involved many new concepts such as
Forum theatre, Legislative theatre and Invisi-
ble theatre inspired many around the world.
His active political involvement led to his
torture, arrest and eventual exile. Later, he
served a term as a vereador (the Brazilian
equivalent of a city councillor) in Rio de Janeiro
from 1993 to 1997, where he developed many
experimental works.

In the course of his eventful life, he won the
UNESCO Pablo Picasso Medal (1994) and was

Workshop for
dramatists to
begin soon

A five-day workshop featuring
young dramatists is due to begin
from May 18 at the Rehearsal
Room, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, according to a press
release. Bangladesh Graam
Theatre in association with
Dhaka Theatre will organise the
workshop, which is to feature 34
young and energetic dramatists,
selected from different parts of
the country:.

This is the second time that
Bangladesh Graam Theatre and
DhakaTheatre have undertaken
such an initiative. The aim of the
workshop is to create a network
of young theatre enthusiasts
from across the country and
boost theatre practice at a
national level through research
on traditional theatre.

A team of noted theatre
personalities, headed by Dr.
Afsar Ahmed and Professor
Lutfar Rahman, Department of
Drama and Dramatics,
Jahangirnagar University, will
conduct the workshop. Noted
theatre personality Nasiruddin
Yousuff is the convener of the
workshop.

Among other personalities,
Shimul Yousuf, Pijush
Bandyopadhyay, Shamsuddin
Ahmed, Toufiq Hasan,
Asadullah Faraji, Kazi Sayeed
Hossain Dulal, Dr Aminul Islam
Durjoy, Kamal Uddin Kabir,
Simon Zakaria and Saidur
Rahman Lipon will give lectures

Padakkhep Children’s Festival *
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A two-day children's festival, arranged
by non-government organisation
Padakkhep Bangladesh, ended yester-
day at the Shawkat Osman Auditorium,
Central Public Library. The festival
featured diverse cultural perfor-
mances, including songs, dances,
recitation and staging of theatre by
children from across the country.

On the first day, chief guest, Indus-
tries Minister Dilip Barua, inaugu-
rated the programme. Among the
speakers at a discussion prior to the
colourful cultural programme were

folk researcher, Dr. Shamsuzzaman
Khan; former secretary Syed Margub
Morshed and poet Asad Chowdhury.
Badal Chowdhury, president,
Padakkhep Bangladesh presided over
the proceedings.

The first day's cultural pro-
gramme, which continued till eve-
ning, featured performance by 30
children's troupes.

On the second day, the programme
started early in the morning with a
painting and hand writing competition
at the Library premises. At the audito-
rium, a cultural programme was held at
noon, which featured songs, dances

and recitation by the children.

Morshedul Islam's children film
*Duratta” was screened in the after-
noon, while the award and certificate
giving ceremony for the painting and
hand writing competition was held in
the evening. Among others, noted
litterateur Imdadul Haque Milon was
present at the award-giving
programme. Festival co-ordinator
Asma Chowdhury Jhuma gave the vote
of thanks.

The two-day programme wrapped
up with a play, "Swapnalokey." Child
artistes of Meghdut Natya Sampraday
staged the play.

Tete a tete with Shimul and Nadia
on Priyojon

s ————_
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Talk Show “Priyojon” will be
aired tonight on ATN Bangla at
6: 20 pm. Directed by Fakhrul
Abedin and hosted by Karavi
Mizan, each episode of the
show features two popular
contemporary TV artistes. The
artistes reflect on their recent
experiences on the show.

Star couple Monir Khan

activist Mizanur Rahman, were present at the
event. The guests held discussions on the life
and work of Agusto Boal, his theory of Theatre of
the Oppressed, its objective/application and
more. The event also included the inauguration
of Augusto Boal Centre, abranch of Bot Tola.

Shimul and Nadia will be the
guests on tonight's episode
They will share their special
moments, future plans and
more with viewers. This is the
52nd episode of the

awarded the'Career Achievement Award (1997).
by the Association of Theatre in Higher Educa-
tion at their national conference in Chicago,
[linois. Boal also received The Cross Border
Award for Peace and Democracy by Dundalk
Institute of Technology in 2008 and was nomi-

at the workshop.

Noted author, Syed Shamsul
Haque is to inaugurate the
workshop. As the convener of
the workshop, Nasiruddin
Yousuff will preside over the

Born in 1931 in Brazil, Boal used the theatri- nated forthe Nobel Peace Prize the same year. inaugural programme. programme. Shimul and Nadia will be the guests on tonight's episode.
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