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Help students develop
talent and creativity

Says minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT petingwith each other indifferent rounds forthe top

spot at the contest. Three students from each school
willrepresent theirinstitutes in the contest.

"We are hopeful that we will eventually beable to
hold a competition like this at the national level,
g“’mgcx;mmw.md encourmgementto many }"ﬂllng
talents in the rural areas of our country,” said
renowned artist Mostafa Monowar, chaioman ol
Bangladesh ShishuAcademy.

"We live in a knowledge-based society and (0
excel in this environment, activities to sharpen
intellect and enhance knowledge should be given
utmost importance,” Women and Children Affairs
Secretary Rokeya Sultana said.

The women and children affairs ministry will try
to organise such competitions at the national level,
sheadded.

Confining education to the boundaries of classroom
and textbooks does not help students nurture their
ralent and creativity, Education Minister Nurul Islam
Nahid said yesterday. -

They should be given ample uppqmminﬁ to
sharpen their intellect and develop their talent and
creativity, he said at the inaugural ceremony of the
Inter-school Quiz Competition 2009 at the Shishu
AcademyAuditorium. |

Appreciating the initianve to ﬁmti gut juvenile
talents through this contest, the minister said such
events should be organised moreoften to encourage
children toenhance their knowledge.

The quiz competition features 32 schools com-
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Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid speaks at the inaugural ceremony of the Inter-school Quiz
Competition 2009 at the Shishu Academy auditorium in the city yesterday. On his left are artist

Mostafa Monowarand Women and Children Affairs Secretary Rokeya Sultana.
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WANTED

U M is the country's first international-quality think
magazine. It is a 64-page magazine with analysis of the
latest political news, discussion on relevant social issues of
our country, exclusive investigative reports, and original
pieces by the nation's foremost writers and thinkers.

.

“is currently recruiting for editorial staff to join
the magazine at every level of seniority, from entry-level
positions to senior staff.

Applicants must be able to work effectively in a deadline-
driven environment, have excellent editing skills, and a
,.keen , sensé” '6f " Bardgladeshi' politics™'and * our social”

environment.

Interested candidates may send in their applications along
with complete CV and a recent passport-size photograph
to the following address by June 1, 2009:

The Baily Star
19 Karwan Bazar
Dhaka-1215

Envelope must carry "Application for Editorial Staff, Forum" inscribed at the top.

e .  — e i i

We are in grief for the bereavement of eminent scientist,
former Chairman of Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission Dr. M, A. Wazed Miah.
We express our deep sympathy for the members of the bereaved family.
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Qaumi
madrasa
leaders pledge
to help root
out militancy

DU CORRESPONDENT
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Qaumi madrasa leaders at a
seminar yesterday pledged
all out support to the gov-
ernment to root out mili-
tancy from the country to
establish a peaceful society

The leaders were speak-
ing at a national seminar
titled "Role of Qaumi
madrasas in nation building
and curbing militancy”
organised by Sammilita
Qaumi Madrasah Shikkha
Board Bangladesh at the
Engineers' Institution audi-
torium in the city. Abdur
Rahman, a Qaumi madrasa
leader, presided over the
seminar

Refuting the allegation
against Qaumi madrasas of
patronising militancy, they
said thousands of young
students have been studying
the holy Quran and Hadith
at Qaumi madrasas.
Students and teachers of
Qaumi madrasas cannot

' patronise militancy as they

believe in Islam that teaches
peace, they added.

They also demanded
recognition of Qaumi
madrasa education so that
its present principle and
unique style of teaching
remain intact.

Rahman said they are
ready to help the govern-
mentifit (government) does
not change present policy of
Qaumimadrasas.

Regarding enrolment to
Monthly Payment Order
(MPO), he said they do not
want to be enrolled under
MPO if the government tries
to impose control on Qaumi
madrasas. Muslims will not
acceptit, he added.

Sammilita Qaumi
Madrasah Shikkha Board
Secretary Mizanur Rahman
Sayeed read out a 10-point
demand at the seminar that
includes an end to propa-
ganda by different quarters
against Qaumi madrasas
and teachers, halting’ the
move to impose control over
Qaumi madrasas, recogni-
tion of Daoraye Hadith
certificate as equivalent to
MA (masters' of arts), for-
mation of an independent
commission to be run by
Qaumi madrasa leaders and
stopping harassment of
Qaumi madrasas across the
country.

Senior leaders of the
board and representatives
from different Qaumi
madrasas across the country
also spoke atthe seminar
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ADD chieft
executive

officer due
today

METRO DESK

Jill Flynn, Chief Executive
Officer of Action on Disability
and Development (ADD),
arnives in Dhaka today, says a
pressrelease.

The aim of Flynn's visitis to
gain an understanding of the
experiences of persons with
disabilities in Bangladesh and
also to discuss the future of the
disability movement. Her
itinerary includes meetings
with government leaders,
donor foundations, and the
leaders of disabled people's
organisations (DPOs). She will
also visit Sirajganj, Natore and
Kushtia.

Flynn assumed her office in
March in 2009 as CEO of ADD,
an international NGO that
operates in 12 countries of
Africa and Asia to promote the
rights of persons with disabili-
ties. She brings a wealth of
experience to the position,
herself a person with a disabil-
ity and a prominent leader of
the disability movement in
South Africa. Before joining
ADD, she was the National
Executive Director and CEQO of
the South African National
Council for the Blind,
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ASF Executive Director Monira Rahman addresses a press conference at the National Press Club in
the city yesterday. On herleftare ASF Acting Chairperson Parveen Mahmud and Asma Akter.

Prevalence of acid violence
declines: ASF

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prevalence of acid violence
has declined compared to
the first quarter of the previ-
ous year because of pro-
active role of different non
government organisations,
the media and the govern-
ment, according to Acid
Survivors Foundation (ASF)

Some 20 people fell victim
to acid violence from January
to April this year, while the
same period of the last year
saw 42 victims, ASF
Executive Director Monira
Rahman said at a press con-
ference yesterday

"Acid violence had
increased by 40 percent
every year during the period
from 1999 to 2002, It we had

| not taken necessary action to
' curb such violence, 1t would
| have shattered at least 4,668

which saw a
victims,

lives 1n 2008,

total ot 178 she

. said.

However, there 1s no
reason to be complacent as
acid violence 1s stll raking
place in the country
added.

She also announced that

she

ASF would organise the Isi

Intermational Conference ol
tRE AP 'S LY VviIvOTs
[uesday to mark the 10th
anniversary of the organisa

0n

f1on.

'he conference will be
held at the auditorium ol
Institution of Engineers,
with Social Welfare Minister
Enamul Haq Mostafa Shahid
as the chief guest, she said.

sSome 500 representatives
from survivors .and
participants from Pakistan,

acid

India, Cambodia, Uganda
and the UK will attend the
conference and share their
experiences.

Acting Chairperson of ASF
Parveen Mahmud, Farzana
Rahim, AK Masood Ahmed
and Shah Alamgir also spoke
at the press conference held
atthe National Press Club

JCD leader

assaulted
by BCL
men at DU

DU CORRESPONDENT

- Some activists of Bangladesh
' Chhatra League (BCL) beat up
| a leader of

}r|.1|‘!-tlli|h'd{i]
Chhatra Dal (JCD) on Dhaka

| University campus yesterday.

Campus sources said a
group of 10-15 BCL men alleg-
edly led by Sohel and Kutub ot
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Hall seriously beat up
JICD man Hafizur Rahman
with 1ron rods, sticks and
bottles of beverage in front of
Madhu's canteen at around
[:00pm

With serious injures in
head and back, Hafiz was
rushed to Dhaka Medical

College Hospital. He was later
shifted to Islami Bank Hospital
while his condition was dete
rorating.

JCD sources said Hahz,
assistant sport secretary ol
JCD Zia Hall unit, might have
been beaten following a previ
ous enmity with a BCL man ol
Bangabandhu Hall

Beating JCD men up by
BCL men has become a com
mon phenomenon on the DU
campus since Awami League

| assumed power early this year

Invites all Fulbright Scholars in Bangladesh to attend a
dinner. Come meet your fellow Fulbright Scholars on:

Date
Time

Venue

Confirm attendance to:

Tel

- 88240514 ext-4050

May 16, 2009 (Saturday)
7:00 pm
Dhaka Club, Shahbag, Dhaka.

Emailsi:. jahan70@gmail.com_, z.rashed@gmail.com

naira.khan@fulbrightmail.org

Dr. M A Wazed Miah
(1942 - 2009)

In grief, in sadness, we mourn...

Our heartfelt condolences to the bereaved
family of our country’s eminent nuclear scientist
and former Chairman of the Atomic Energy
Commission, Dr. M A Wazed Miah.
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