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Pakistan draw
with China

AFP, Kuantan

Three-time former champi-
ons Pakistan pulled off a face-
saving 1-1 draw with China
with just 40 seconds remain-
ing in their opening Asia Cup
tie at the Kuantan Hockey
Stadium here Saturday.

The Chinese, who had
beaten Pakistan 3-2 in the last
Asia Cup in 2007 in Chennali,
took the lead in the 61st min-
ute through Hu Hui Ren.

China were coasting (o
another upset when a last-
minute goalmouth melee

‘\l

Amit century
makes it 4-1

SPORTS REPORTER

A superb hundred from
Bangladesh Under-19s opener
Amit Mazumder took the
home side to a three-wicket
win in the fifth and final one-
dayer against Sri Lanka
Under-19s at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur yesterday.

Chasing 228 for the win,
left-hander Amit shaked off
the loss of two early wickets
and smashed 102. He was

@he Baily ﬁm -. :

PCB tosue ICC

ﬁlCrigket

AFP, Lahore

"We believe that more could and should have

been done to review the actual situation to deal

with the matter on anon-discriminatory basis."

Pakistan is mounting a legal challenge to the
International Cricket Council's decision to move
its World Cup matches over security fears, the
nation's cricket governing body said Saturday,
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) said the deci-
sion to deprive it of the fixtures was legally
flawed, and that it had served notice of the chal-
lenge through its lawyer to ICC president David -

Morgan.

“The PCB believes that the manner in which
the decision was taken, with no security assess-
ment of Pakistan or any other host country and

mittee,

"He can either refer the matter to the dis
resolution committee which is made up of 10¢
Officials or to independent arbitration before
the Court of Arbitration for Sport,” Butt said. -

"“The PCB prefer impartial arbitration, in the
interest of justice, equity and fair play The PCB
push furﬁusmanermbee:pediwdmﬂwm

Burtt said the issue had been refened o Ihq
president of the ICC’s dispute resolution com

status can be restored as soon as possible.*

Former ICC President Ehsan Mani also crlti.
cised the ICC decision last week, saying the
manner in which the it had been laken was “ill-

: dismissed soon after reaching | without the issue being on the agenda of the conceived” and "made in haste® -- a charge
allowed lht:‘.‘ Pﬂkl?tﬂniﬁ o the three-figure mark but mccﬂng' i[l was legally flawed,” PCB chairman dEnde'b)’lhIE ICC. ‘
secureapreciouspoint. Taibur Rahman remained | JjazButtsaid Saturday. ; : Pakistan sa:lreadydentcdre utation as a safe

The move in the 70th min- i Tt D e S A The ICC last month stripped Pakistan of 14  venue was in tatters after attacks by armed milj-

ute saw Akhtar Ali scoring
from close range when the
Chinese defenders failed to
clearin their semi-circle,

The match proved to be an
anti-climax as the Pakistanis,
with the return of four highly
experienced players, were
expected to dominate and
collect full points.

Zia 14th in
Mayor's Cup

SPORTS REPORTER

Grand Master Ziaur Rahman

yesterday.
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finished 14th in the second e e o S | and three boundaries, fin- \P _l_ Cricket West gllndies qﬂick Fidel nnedramaugwer

Mumbai Mayor's Cup Open PHOTO: STAR | ished thejob. Edwards took six for 92 but the "We are very dlsappnmm

.Ir:: tr;;;IT"l:l:[Ii:: :‘Ijrlnbgihlsdsi: Bangladesh Under-19s opener Amit Mazumder (R) celebrates reaching his hundred in the fifth and final Earlier electing to bat first, | AFP, London tourists didn't help themselves  inthe manner we lost the game
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one-dayer against Sri Lanka Under-19s atthe Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.

make it 4-1 in the one-day
series.

Amit, who scored a century
in the second four-day game
too, hit ten boundaries and
three sixes in his 127-ball
knock. With his side in trouble,
the free-scoring lefty added
132 for the third wicket with
Anamul Haque (38) but both
batsmen fell in successive
balls of the 34th over to leave
the home side at 148 for five.
But the cool headed pair of
Taibur and Sabbir Rahman
(37) added 43 for the seventh
wicket before Taibur, with a six

the visitors were bowled out

World Cup matches, including a semi-final,
citing the "uncertain sccumy situation” in the

country.

Co-hosts India will now host 29 matches
inclusive of a semifinal and the final, while Sn
Lanka will host 12 matches with one-semi-final
and Bangladesh eighth matches and the open-

ingceremony.

“There was no prior notice that the Cup
matches will be moved and more could have
been done in an indiscriminate manner before
the decisionwas taken,"” said Butt.

tants on the Sri Lankan team bus in Lahore on
March 3 left seven Sri Lankan players and their

assistant coach wounded and eight policemen

dead.

Even before the attacks foreign teams had
refused to tour Pakistan over security fears in a
countrylocked in an increasingly bloody conflict

withTaliban and Al-Qaeda extremists.

tour Pakistan.

In February, the ICC was forced to move the
eight-nation Champions trophy from Pakistan
to South Africa after several teams refused to

'We lost the plot’

by dropping six catches after

1

in three days, especially that.

: . West Indies captain Chris teaonWednesday's firstdayin last session on the first
GM Niaz Murshed became E’;}fi?h::lﬁs ;)l-:jtt};l'}u:ﬂ{:: ;:;;: Gayle said his Sidephﬂd "lostthe What was the earliest starttoa  said Gayle, who led his Slfi&r
23":1 ”:l th‘i"‘ee‘* ek y plot” after they suffered a 10- TestinEngland. earlier this year to a 1-0 series
n the last round matches,

Zia beat IM Sudhakar Babu of
India and Niaz beat Saurabh

All-Russian final

Kusal Perera and a later order
contribution from Chathura
Peries, who scored 30 off 43

wicket thrashin

by England
that saw them

eaten inside
three days in the first Test at

Man-of-the-match Swann,
who twice dismissed
Shivnarine Chanderpaul,

win over England in the
Caribbean.
"Fidel Edwards bowled

Kherdekar of India. . and for the third straight match  beatenWilliams. balls. Lord'shere on Friday. ranked as the world's number  brilliantly and set the game “P
A total of 415 players Tennis she dropped the opening set. It is the second final each % E;L}“EE '“angﬁ f;}‘"ﬁ _?_:; tl))aultsm C;nnl;rmgmu&? fgluli fu";";e oot the i

; : : - - . ustralia-born Brendan Nas G‘ﬂ]z

e e ™ sggmesive and posive in hat heving both fnshed ronne. | JWIOT AthECS | (a1)andwicket keeperDenesh - rnsinthegame thensparkeda  he sad as he refected on the

seyeral counties participated opener, hitting twice as many up once before, Safina in 2006 | gpogrTs REPORTER ol Thré T oo W ﬁm’trhat w1 AWesEAries Ellﬂasadjsg:stt::rfg?ﬁs_ﬁnuaw

in the event. World number one Dinara winnersbutalso50percentmore

and Kuznetsovaayearlater.

. : ; innings defeatin the firstofthis bowled out fur_ 152 in reply to West Indies were only play-

. Safina booked a (.ld:fl ,::;h mﬂnrcedermlrs. q q But having both reached | ggsp dominated the Dhaka | two-Testseries. England’s first innings 377 and  ing in this two-Test series,
Abahanl f{ﬁ:llzn:l fuiﬁt:inr:lﬁmaz nn:j theﬁl:n t_ge ;c; e:;hl'éa nrlt::ll'lsearl:g sl;uiicessmil t;layRc?md fglals It | Bank 25th National Junior That was scant consolation from then on the ttllﬂumts were wtuch Cﬂlnc_ludgs next week at
N e coa) afte}: o e et Wl oraviaseots A odes well for Roland Garros, |, 0tics Competition win- | for Gayle, whose sidehad been  strugglingtosavethegame. Onions's Durham home

Rupu also said that they were
hopeful of winning the trophy
and the team had got enough

victory over Venus Williams on
Friday.
Safina came back from a set

She went up a break in the
second set but Safina stormed
back to win that 6-3 and set up

which starts later this month,
although Kuznetsova insisted

she's not looking that far
ahead.

ning seven gold medals in the
track and field events at the
Bangabandhu National

in the game when they reduced
Englandto 275 for seven.

But a pivotal eighth-wicket
stand of 83 between Ravi

Off-spinner Swann, who

. posed particular problems for

Chanderpaul by turning the
ball away from the left-hander,

ground in Chester-le-Street,
after Zimbabwe were excluded
from Test cricket and original
stand-ins Sri Lanka pulled out

time for preparation and the | gown to beat the five-time thedecider. The result never looked in | Stadium yesterday. Comilla | Bopara, whose 143 was his best  finished with a total haul of six because of their players' Indian

players were Ph}’Slfaﬂ‘f fit for | wimbledon champion 6-7, 6-3, That was a see-saw affair  j,ubt as she dominated her | Pistrict Sports Association | at this level and first since his  for 55 in what was the 30-year-  Premier League commitments.

puttingup their best. 6-4 in a match that lasted more with five breaks of serve and pgealorussian opponent from | (DSA) followed the leader | previous lest appearance in  old'sfirst Testin England. “I've never been in England
Abahani will employ two

foreign players in Ibrahim and
Samad, and the good news for
them is that star striker Emily
will be available for all
matches.

than three hours.

Her Russian compatriot
Kuznetsova had a far easer
semifinal as she stormed past
VictoriaAzarenka 6-2, 6-4.

It is the second week run-

numerous other opportunities.

A backhand crosscourt
winner from Safina gave her a
third break and a 5-4 advantage,
after which she served for the
match.

the start, breezing through the
first set with three breaks of
serveloone.

However, the sixth-seeded
teenager broke Kuznetsova in

securing three gold medals.

A total of 304 promising
athletes from 38 districts,
educational institutions and
affiliated associations across

Barbados, where he made 104,
and Graeme Swann, whose 63
not out was also his highest
score at this level, swung the

And there was more good
news for the hosts in the first
innings when debutant quick
Graham Onions took five for

I'r

so early,” said opening batsman
Gayle. "You are up againstit.”
Victory meant England had"
won the opening Test of a series
for the first ime in 15 attempts
and ended a run of six succes-

: ; the first game of the second set | the country are taking part in sive drawn Testsat Lord's.
The team manager also | ping the two Russians will pla But the last game was the . :
informed that they would set | j, agfinal after Kuznetsova Ecayt most epic of all as Safina served and JooXER tatnake KOS LA pks Ml e i e 1t also gave Jarmer
. - fistof things. tion. 12 events were decided Zimbabwe star Andy Flower a
up the game strategy after | qifinain the Stuttgart final 6-4, three double faults, saved four H th h d in in his first Test since being
watching the opponents’ | g 3]astSunday. break points and finally ikiior e:al}mlc_ mzleﬂ . theﬁrstday.‘ : confirmed as England’s team
video footages, which have | ~ 1o seed Safina started clinched victory on her third ©P & COntoversia’ pointat = Gold medalists of the day's

been collected from AFC
earlier.
Meanwhile Sri Lanka Army

slowly against the fourth seed,
as she had done all tournament,

match point.
[t was the first time she had

to Azarenka, when on game
point Kuznetsova hitashot that
television replays showed had

events are: Milan of Kushtia
(800m race for juvenile boys),
Poly Akhter of BKSP (800m

director following his spell in
caretaker charge in the West
Indies.

Flower never lacked for

team has already arrived in the ° 5 landedjustuu't. .. | raceforjuvenile girls), Kulsum character as a world-class
capital yesterday and T},‘E R .called‘ It I} Axhter of Dhaka Division (shot batsman and it was clear this
Ashgabat Turkmenistan are a ls Carrl despite Azarenka's vociferous put for girls), Mezbahul Haque quality was what he admired
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fi h ]
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R studentfDcard. | |\ 2ted in Younus's first over, R eI ey e g B 80 2 L £ UL TG S), that the 30-year-old Swann,
fourteenth of the innings, it F;J{;qu _151?“‘_ of %“L"‘“? arelativelatecomertt:iinter--
when Kapugedera caught 2 "I think BCB alread m sprintiorjuventi€ boys national cricket, had won
Zunaed. Four balls .later, Chennal S showed tilnat they are libera); and Taslima Akhter of BKSP the man-of-the-match
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d:alt:?fgre e O Hayden, who batted with | public statement, there is no | jnaugurated the two-day meet National Junior Athletics competition at the Bangabandhu him to get some recognition,
] ' determination fromthestart. | way they can think like that. If | - 1iof o estin the afternoon. | National Stadium yesterday. Faruqulwon 200m gold. he said.
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