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Group Art
Exhibition

Title: Raku Workshop out
coma Exhibition 08
Organiser: Britto Art Trusl
Venue: Zainul Gallery,
Faculty of Fine Arts, DU
Date: May 2-9

Kaan Petey Roi: An act of

valour that went unrewarded

Documentary screening at Chhayanat

JamiL MAHMUD

The nine-month long Liberation War
(1971) that resulted in the independ-
ence of Bangladesh cost three million
lives. Numerous stories of valour
during the war remain unknown. One
such act of courage by Professor
Mojibar Rahman of Rajshahi Univer-
sity, who deliberately changed his
name to '‘Debdash,” protesting the
brutality of the occupying Pakistani
army during the war, came to light
many years after the war.

[n 1971 Professor Mojibar Rahman
was a teacher at the Department of
Mathematics, Rajshahi University.
After the war broke out, the Pakistani
military set up a camp at the Zoha Hall
on the university campus and started
mass executions of civilians. Professor
Rahman protested these heinous
crimes through an official letter to the
university authority, where he signed
as 'Debdash.’ The Pakistani army
came to know about his letter. Along
with many others, they detained
Professor Rahman and carried out
inhuman torture on him. The torture
left Professor Rahman traumatised
and has been hauntmg him every
moment over the last 38 years.
Professor Rahman
He was a

After the war,
returned to the
wreck physically

campus
and emotionally.
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Mofidul Haque(R) shares different aspects of the documentary with the audience.

When he wanted to rejoin, the univer-
sity authority surprisingly rejected
him on the grounds that he had
changed his name. He cleared out the
issue through formal affidavit of his
name but the authorities once again
denied his application, this time say-
ing that his psychological state was not
fit for the job. A frustrated, dejected
'‘Debdash’ left his beloved campus.

Many years after the incigdentine

1990, publisher and truste® ‘of the
Liberation War Museum, Mofidul
Haque came to know of Rahman's
bravery and felt that something
should be done.
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Recently Mofidul Haque made a
documentary on Debdash titled
"Kaan Petey Roi." The film shows a day
in the life of Rahman aka Debdash
Nnow.

At present, the 81-year old Rahman
leads peaceful life at his village
Mahurul in Jaipurhat,

The 35-minute documentary nar-
rates Rahman's daily activities --
‘anemthusiastic and likesglockwork.
* ‘Raliman always has lunc¢h atnoon and

wherever he goes, heis backhomeby6
in the evening, according to his rela-
tives. Along with the relatives, the
documentary features Rahman's
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former colleagues Professor Sanat
Kumar Saha and Professor Subrata
Majumdarspeaking on him.
Magsudul Bari is the cinematogra-
pher, while Syed Shabab Ali Arzu is the
music director of the documentary.
"Kaan Petey Roi" was screened at
the Ramesh Chandra Dutta Memo-
rial Auditorium, Chhayanat
Shangskriti Bhaban on May 2. The
scmenugww of Chhayanat's
regular” lecture series. Dr. Sanjida
Khatun welcomed Mofidul Haque

Twinkle Twinkle Little Bat

British Library celebrates 400 years of children’s poetry

British Library is celebrating 400 years of chil-
dren’s poetry, from April 1 to June 28, 2009, says
apressrelease. The celebration includes engag-
ing performances, exhibition and workshops
on writing. The exhibition ar the Folio Society
Gallery, recitation at the conference hall and
poetry writing workshop at the foyer, British
Library has generated much interestin Britain.

Visitors have the opportunity to get
acquainted with the history of children's
poetry, spanning 400 years -- starting from the
still popular lullaby "Golden Slumbers” which
appeared in print in a play in 1603. Drawing
from the British Library's extensive collection,
the exhibition demonstrates that whilst
humorous plays have an important role in
children's poetry, poets from the 18th century
onwards have not been afraid to tackle serious
iIssues such as slavery, environment, war and
racism. An area has been set aside for children
of all ages where they can read books as part of
the exhibition.

The exhibition features many of the UK's
favourite poems, including some beautifully
illustrated ones. The earliest surviving printed
collection of nursery rhymes, “Tommy
Thumb's Pretty Song Book" (1744), is on dis-
play, as well as copies of other classics such as
Robert Louis Stevenson's "A Child's Garden of
Verses”; William Blake's "Songs of Innocence”;
Lewis Carroll's "Alice's Adventures in Wonder-
land”; Michael Rosen's "Don't Put Mustard in

the Custard” and Roald Dahl's "Revolting
Rhymes”,

Three gifted poets, Francesca Beard, Tony
Mitton and Michael Rosen read their favourite
children's classics alongside poems of their
own. Poets John Hegley, Jackie Kay and Luke
Wright also read their favourite poems for
youngsters.

The British Library will also be hosting a two-
day children's poetry conference in association
with and organised by Faculty of Education,
University of Cambridge. The idea of the con-
ference is to bring together renowned interna-
tional academics, including previous Poet
Laureate Andrew Motion and Poet Laureate
Carol Ann Duffy to discuss children's poetry
andits influences.

A 'Poets in Education Scheme' workshop,
providing participants with the opportunity to
learn from performance poets, and to build
self-confidence through performing their own
work, is also on. Among the poets who are
participating here are Jared Luche, Charlie
Dark and Shamim Azad.

The exhibition, titled "Twinkle Twinkle Little
Bat,” aims to demonstrate how language can
bring to life amazing journeys, tales and
rhymes for a younger generation. The exhibi-
tion has been curated with the assistance of
Children's Laureate, Michael Rosen who has
recently stressed on the need to introduce
children to poetry and literature at school.

Prantik Theatre recently
honoured Akku
Chowdhury, one of the
trustees of the Liberation
War Museum, for his
contribution in preserving
the memories and
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prior to the screening. Haque shared documents of the
differe.n}: zspec:ﬁ of the documen- Liberation War at a
R PSR AR programme held at Mahila
Shamiti Auditorium.
Golpo Sholpo Gaan Rannaghar DESHTY 09:30  According To Jim
Ekush-er Raal 06:00 Citycell Din-er Sheshey 1030  Knelar Shokaal 10:00 My Name s Earl 22 -
06:20  Ebong Classer Bairey 1245  Dur Path 10:30  Hope & Faith : "_‘ :‘f
_ 08:15 Drama Senal: Mama Bhagney ; | 11:00 My Wife And Kids . .
Ajker Shokaal 09:05 Gaanal 04:30  Dur-er Janala =5 | f o
, . | ' aanasp . 1:30  Are You Smarter ThanASth
Drama Serial Bari Bari Shari  09:45  Drama Serial: Sada Megh Kalo 05:02  Cartoon Grader? e
Shari Megh 05:30  Baali Ghar 230 BeatyAdTeGut D
Drama Senal: House Full 07:45 Ebaar m Khela 02:30 The Elen
- £ RTV 08:45  Selected P A
Musical Programme: Kichhu 4 i S 03:30  Brothers & Sisters
Katha Kichhu Gaan 09:00 Drishyo Kaalpo 09:30 Drama Serial: Shoroli Koron 04:30  Ugly Betly
Shaii Mon-er Mot 09:30  Tomaar Bina Taar-er ... 10:02  Drama Senial: Jol Pori
haji Mon-er Moto . : 05:30 Hope&Faith =
Ei Shomd 10:50  Taroka Alap 10:30  Total Sports by
chelaiiih 11:30  Drama Serial Kala Koitor R - Ny WiEn AN ioe =
Japan VldgﬂiTOpic 0203 Bangla Feature Film HBO 06:30  Am You Smarter Thuu\&
3::“ thena M 05:30  Japito Jibon 08:30° - Crimes Of Passion : i
g 06:03  Protidin 10:15  Passenger 57 0130 Friends R
Ispahani Janar Achhey Bolar 07:30  Road to Democracy 12:30  Knocked Up 09:00 My Name Is Earl e R
Achhey _ 09:00 Drama Serial’ Ei Bad Oi Ban 02:30  The Making Of Ocean's 09:30 BHIIWWTM Geek -' ~-::.
Apnanr Jigymina 10:00  Drama Seral: Naior Thirteen 1008 Hovoes :
Shubho Shondha 11:30  Very Filmy 03:00 The Glimmer Man 11:30  Ghost Hunters £
Frankly Speaking ; 0445 Hol 5 Bl 4
Orama Serl 1820 DIGANTO TELEVISION ‘g AR MUVIES -
Drama Serial: Palolik Mon 08:05  Chitro Bichitro 0545  Chasing Liberty 2-: ‘E" ""“'I Iﬁ‘-‘“
Talk Show 08:30  Shindu Hillol Il?;.'_ﬂ!?. _ Fire Semont | 0120 Bad C ny'g!“ 3
LR 8 S0- 2 e 03:35  The Impostors A
05:35  Unearthed g
: 07:30  Drunken Monkey o
' ?:1.3; w The Stone | ’";
BBCWORLDNEWS
08:00  World News Today
,,,,,,,,, 09:00 BBC World News
09:30  Asia Business Report
09:45  Asia Today (1)
10:00  BBC World News
’.'1;1 10:30  World Business Report
. '*-q..__ e m : E_.

Tmr <

! =
e

Wonu News
k(1)

e i i i, s [

;




