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Nepalese prime minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, al

PHOTO AFP
Nepalese pro-Maoist supporters take of the streets as they demonstrate prior to the resignation of

so known as Prachanda, in Kathmandu yesterday.
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Nepal peace process

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's ruling Maoists warned
yesterday that the Himalayan
nation's peace process was "in
peril” after the country's
president attempted to stop
them sacking the powerful
army chief.

The ultra-leftists fired
General Rookmangud
Katawal for refusing to inte-
grate former Maoist rebel
soldiers into the regular army
under the terms of a 2006
peace deal that ended a
decade of civil war,

But President Ram Baran
Yadav, a member of the main

opposition party, has told the
head of the army -- tradition-
ally a bastion of Nepal's elite
and the former monarchy -- to
stay put,

Maoist spokesman and
cabinet minister Krishna
Bahadur Mahara told AFP this
was tantamount to a "consti-
tutional coup" and vowed to
lightback with street protests.

“The president is... violating
constitutional norms. The presi-
dent’s move has put the peace
process in peril,” he told AFP
"Our party has taken the presi-
dent's step as a constitutional
coup andwewill fightagainstit.”

"The executive power to

in peril': Maoists

sack and appoint an acting
army chief lies with the gov-
ernment and not the presi-
dent. We will stick to our deci-
sion,” he said, adding the
Maoist cabinet had instructed
the presidentto back down.

The row is the worst crisis
to hit impoverished Nepal
since the peace deal was
signed, and follows months of
worsening tensions between
the ex-rebels and their former
foesinthe military.

The Maolists want their
fighters, currently confined to
United Nations-supervised
camps, to be given jobs in the
regular army.

Lanka may pardon rebels

who would surrender
Tigers suffer 'heavily'in fresh fighting

AP, AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's government said Sunday it is con-
sidering an amnesty for Tamil Tiger rebels who
surrender although not for leaders of the insur-

gency, which is facing defeat after 25 years of

civil war.

The rebels, meanwhile, asked Britain and
France to keep pushing for a cease-fire after the
European nations' recent failure to secure a
haltin the fighting to allow civilians to evacuate
the warzone.

Sri Lankan troops won control of a fortified
embankment and killed several Tamil Tiger
rebels in their latest advances into the guerril-
las' remaining territory, the defence ministry
said yesterday:.

The soldiers inched their way across heavily
mined terrain in the island's northeast, where
the Tigers are holed up with tens of thousands
of civilians, the ministry said.

"The LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam) suffered heavily during this battle,” the
ministry said of the clashes on Sunday.

The ministry did not give exact rebel casual-
ties, but said a senior Tiger leader called
Thamilendi was among those killed.

There was no immediate comment from the
LTTE, who are facing defeat after waging a
decades-long warfor a separate Tamil state.

Battlefield claims cannot be verified as the
Sri Lankan government bars independent
reporters fromrtravelling to the frontlines.

An estimated 50,000 noncombatants are
trapped In a tiny coastal strip along with the
cornered rebels in the island's northeast. A
recent United Nations report said about 6,500
civilians were killed in the area during the past
three months,

The government has rejected the cease-fire
calls, sayingitis onthe verge of victory.

Human Rights Minister Mahinda
Samarasinghe said officials from the attorney
general's department are studying the legal
basis for a possible pardon for rebels who sur-
render butafinal decision has notbeen made.

He said any such offer would not be open to
rebel leader Velupillai Prabhakaran and others
convicted in Sri Lanka for various attacks or
wanted in neighbouring India for the 1991
assassination of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

"The leadership will be dealt with under the
laws of the country,” Samarasinghe said.

Gandhi was blown up by a suspected Tamil
Tiger female suicide bomber atan election rally
in southern India in apparentrevenge for send-
Ing a peacekeeping force to Sri Lankain 1987,

Samarasinghe said the government also
plans to offer vocational training for surrender-
ing rebels to help them reintegrate into society.

Tamil Tiger leaders have vowed no surren-
der. Every fighter is meant to wear a cyanide
capsule and swears an oath to swallow the
capsule to avoid capture.
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US concerned about
Pakistani nukes

AFP, Washington

Faced with a surge of Islamic
militant activity in Pakistan,
the US government is increas-
ingly concerned about the
potential vulnerability of the
country's nuclear arsenal, The
New York Times reported late
Sunday:.

Citing unnamed officials,
the newspaper said the
administration of President
Barack Obama is worried
about the potential for mili-

tants to snatch a weapon in
(ransport or to insert
sympathisers into laborato-
ries or fuel-production facili-
ties.

The officials emphasised
that there was no reason to
believe that the arsenal, most
of which is deployed south of
[slamabad,
imminent threat,
said.

But the United States does
not know where exactly all of
Pakistan's nuclear sites are

the report
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A Sri Lankain man walks past anti-British posters in Colombo yester-
day. The posters came up as a British parliamentary delegation
arrived in the capital to examine the island's humanitarian crisis
following heavy fighting between troops and Tamil Tiger rebels.

Bitter with West, Lanka
turns to East for cash
and support

AFP, Colombo

The Sri Lankan government is
increasingly tilting towards
Iran, Libya and China for
foreign aid as its traditional
Western allies ramp up their
criticism of the war against
Tamilrebels.

Many Western nations have
outlawed the Tamil Tigers and
cut off their funding networks,
but the Colombo administra-
tion 1S deeply upset over
repeated calls from the United
States and the European Union
foratruce.

President Mahinda

Rajapakse believes heisonthe
verge of victory over Tamil

separatists after 37 years of
fighting, and he fears that
nations such as Britain,
France and the US could
throw alifeline to the rebels.

"Never did history unmask
the hypocrisy and the
sancumony of the Western
powers than (it has in) their
behaviour towards Sri Lanka
during recent times,” the
defence ministry said on
Sunday, without naming
specific countries.

Rajapakse himself vowed
last week that he would not
bow to outside pressure for a
ceasefire, and lashed out at
what he regards as Western
interference.

PHOTO: AFP

Activists of Pakistani Sunni Tehreek march in a rally against
Talibanisation, in Lahore on Sunday. Pakistan's army announced
that 80 militants have so far been killed in a fierce military offen-
sive against Taliban fighters in northwest Buner district.

Once welcoming, Pakistan
city fears Taliban rise

AP, Peshawar

At the entrance to Peshawar, a
young man on the side of the
road offers a prayer, while on
the bridge overhead three
menvideotape him,

They could be friends in
Peshawar for the first time,
perhaps from a nearby village.
Butthatisn'tmy first thought.

My first thought is, maybe
he is a suicide bomber setting
offon amission.

I make a mental note of his
appearance maybe 5 feet,
eight inches, brownish-beige

shalwar kameez, moustache,

no beard, maybe 20 years old,
maybe younger. They say most
suicide bombers are 18- and
19-year-olds, poor, disaf-
fected.

I decide to quietly, gently
roll down my window, just an
inch, thinking thatif there's an
explosion from the young lad
I just saw or any number of
other directions the opening
will reduce the effect of the
concussion. It could perhaps
prevent the windows from
shattering into deadly shards,
unless of course the explosion
is right next to the car, and
then Iguessitdoesn't matter.

-

located, and its concerns have
intensified in the last two

weeks, after Taliban fighters
entered Buner, a district just
60 miles from the capital, the
papersaid
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India made an enormous
blunder: Maoist minister

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Kathmandu

As Nepal's first Maoist Prime
Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda announced his
resignation in a televised
address to the nation after an
escalating quarrel with allies
and President Ram Baran
Yadav, a senior minister in the
outgoing cabinet blamed
India for the debacle, saying
New Delhi's bureaucrats had
committed an ‘enormous
blunder'.

“India supported the army
and the president in their
unconstitutional acts against
democratic forces,” Maoist
Finance Minister Baburam
Bhattarai told IANS. "It was an
enormous blunder. It is going
to cost India all the goodwill it
earned by supporting the pro-
democracy movement during
King Gyanendra'sregime.”

The Maoist leader, who had
earlier said he had learnt the
ABC of Marxism in New
Delhi's prestigious Jawaharlal
Nehru University, where he
was a doctorate student in the
80s, blamed the 'bureaucrats’
in New Delhi for the fall of the
Maoistgovernment.

"The politicians are busy

UTTARA BANK LIMITED

HEAD OFFICE : 47, Bir Uttam Shahid Ashfaqussamad Sarak
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

with the elections and the
decisions are being taken
blundering bureaucrats,” he
sald. "The Indian people and
parties should take note of this
and India should review js
bureaucracy policy.”

While announcing his
resignation, Prachanda had
accused the opposition, some
of his own allies and foreign
powers’, meaning India, of
conspiring against his eight.
month government and
encouraging the president to
work outside his constity-
tional role by abetting the
army.

Bhattarai said his party
would now begin a struggle on
the streets and from the floor
of interim parliament to
amend the President’s uncon.
stitutional move to reinstate
the army chief Gen
Rookmangud Katawal, who
was sacked by his party
Sunday.

However, he said that the
new struggle would be a
peaceful one.

"Both Katawal and Ram
Baran Yadav must be sacked
since they acted against the.
constitution,” he said. “Till
that is done, we will continue
our struggle.”

Department,

Uttara Bank Limited intends to join with Bangladesh Automated
Clearing House (BACH) through implementation of Automated Cheque
Processing System. The bank is soliciting responses from reputed
vendors for supply, installation/commission of relevant hardware and
software. Tender document can be collected by payment of Taka 500
(Five Hundred) only (non refundable) from the MIS & Computer
Head
Ashfaqussamad Sarak, Dhaka-1000 from 9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. on all
working days between 5th May 2009 and 11th May 2009. Tenders will
be received up to 12:00 noon on 12th May 2009 and will be opened at
12:15 P.M. on the same date and same place in presence of the
bidders, if any. All other terms & conditions are available in the Tender
Documents. The Bank authority reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all, in part or full offers without assigning any reason.

Office (6th floor), 47,

MD. RAFIUL ISLAM
Assistant General Manager

Bir Uttam Shahid

23]

| No. KGF/1-5/2009 PC

KRISHI GOBESHONA FOUNDATION |

NATP Phase-1, AIC Building, BARC Campus (3rd floor)
Farmgate, Dhaka-1215

Invitation for Tenders

Dated: 04/05/2009

1. Ministry/Division Ministry of Agriculture
12 Procuring Entity Name Executive Director, Krishi Gobeshona Foundation (KGF)
< Procuring Entity District Dhaka
4, Invitation for Supply and Installation festing & commissioning of
PABX/Digital Exchange
, Invitation Ref No KGF/1-5/2009 PC
6. Date 04:’ 05/ 2009
KEY INFORMATION - Z gt

7 4 Procurement Method

Open Tender Method (OTM]INauonai Cclmpemlve

Bid (NCB)
FUNDING INFORMATION B e
8. Source of Funds IDA/IFAD/GOB o
9, Development Partners (if applicable) IDA & IFAD
PARTICULAR INFORMATION ' ' =N
10. | Project/ Programme Code (if appncabie} 43-4305-7310

11. | Project/Programme Name (if applicable)

Knshi Gobeshona Foundation, NATP Phase-1.

12. | Tender Package No.

GD/KGF/05

13. | Tender Package Name

Supply and Installation testing & commissioning of

PABX/Digital Exchange
14. | Tender Publication Date On or before 06/05/2009
15. | Tender Last Selling Date 19 /05/ 2009 up to 4:00 p.m.
Date Time
16. | Tender Submission & Closing Date and 20 /05 / 2009 12.00 noon
Time
17. | Tender Opening Date and Timé 20/ 05/ 2009 12.05 PM
18. | Name & Address of the office(s) Address: Executive Director, Krishi Gobeshona
Foundation (3¢ floor), Room No. 421, AIC Building,

Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council Campus,
Farmgate, Dhaka-1215

- Selling Tender Document

Programme Associate (Finance), KGF, Room No. 417,
AIC Building, BARC Campus, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215.

- Receiving Tender Document

Krishi Gobeshona Foundation, Room No. 419 (Meeting
Room), 3% floor, AIC Building,
Farmgate, Dhaka-1215.

BARC Campus,

- Opening Tender Document

Knishi Gobeshona Foundation,
BARC Campus, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215

37 fioor, AIC Building,

19. | Pre-Tender Meeting (Optional) Not Apphcable

“INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

=, -

'..-,q‘,' .".. ?-'" ':r

20. | Eligibility of
Tenderer

The tenderer should submit vahd & Lmdaled lhe !ollowmg attested pholooopoes ol
documents with the tender. Valid trade licence, 5 years of experience cerificate
supplying similar types ol equipments & goods, Income Tax cerificate with TIN
number, VAT registration certificate & bank solvency certificate.

21. | Brief Description of Goods

As per description in the tender documents.

22. | Brief Descnption of Related Services

As per description in the tender documents.

23. | Pnce of Tender Document (Tk.)

500/- (Five hundred only)

24, Package No. Identification of Package Tender Securnty Completion Time in
Amount (Tk.) weeks /months
(1) GD-KGF/ 05 Supply and Installation 10,000/ 03 weeks from the
testing & commissioning of date of signing
PABX/Digtlai Excha_ng_ contracl
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS B T T
25. | Name of Official Inviting Tender | : Or. M. Nurul Alam
26. | Designation of Official Inviting : Executive Director
Tender
27. | Address of Official Inviting Krishi Gobeshona Foundation, NATP Phase-1, Bangladesh
Tender Agricultural Research Council Campus, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215
28. Tel. No. Fax No. e-mail
29. ?onéact details of Official Inviting 88-02-9111041 88-02-8113032 | kgf-bd@live.com
ender
30. | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept any or reject all tenders,
Executive Director
D-324 Krishi Gobeshona Foundation
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