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Unesco awards
for 3 Datily Star

journos

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three out of the five jourmal-
ists who received the "Unesco-
Bangladesh Journalism
Awards 2009" for investigative
journalism are from The Daily
Star.

The Daily Star bagged two
awards in the print media
category while Channel-i and
Bangla Vision won one each in
the broadcast media category.

“Journalists are contribut-
ing to the society through
investigative journalism,’
Information Minister Abul
Kalam Azad said while
addressing the award giving
ceremony yesterday morning.

"llwt'-:{tigum'e journalismis
a must to establish account
ability and transparency in a
country, And it 1s investigative

SEE PAGE 7 COL 5 |

KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur
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Power generation from unit-2 of the 250-
megawatt (MW) Barapukuria Power Plant
has become uncertain as the unit failed
several test runs alter it was shut down on
April 21.

T'he authornities had detected a major
faultinthe Induce Draft Fan (IDF) of the unit
and were forced to shut the unit down at
8:00amApril 21, according to plantsources.

Sources said one of the two IDFs in the
unit was shaking unusually and the experts
engaged in hxing the problem had opened
up an 800-kilowatt motor but they are
sceptical about being able to repair the
motor. The unit's going into generation

anytime soonis nowuncertain, sources said,
Moreover, the authorities found tech-

BARAPUKURIA POWER PLANT

Second unit shut for
mechanical fault

nical faults at other areas of unit-2,
including fit pump, coal blowers and the
pulverisationunit,

TheIDF had been trembling abnormally
disrupting smooth coal supply to burners.
Power generation had dropped by 50 per-
centas the burners were starved of coal.

Unit-1 of the plant, also with a capacity
of 125MW, is now generating between
50MW and 65MW due to IDF troubles,

The unit-1 was shutdown on March 15
due to condenser leakage inside the boiler.
After repairs, plant authorities started
power generation atthe end of March.

When The Daily Star correspondent
visited the plantrecently he found the two
units emitting smoke with fly ash from its
chimneys creating a smoky atmosphere
and polluting the area.

Sources said the Electrical S
Precipitator, a device which collects fly
ash from the plant, went out of order
aboutfourmonths ago.

Sources claimed the plant needs to
replace some parts immediately as most
parts supplied by the CMC were unfit for
the plant. "If we make delays of a few
months then it will be costlier,” said a
plantofficial seeking anonymity.

The plant sources claimed CMC
installed sub-standard equipment, which
frequently troubles the plant, and has
durability problems. According to the
project proposal, the plant requires a
shutdown and overhaul every 8,000 hours
of operation but the plant is shut down
after an average of 1,500 hours of opera-
tiondue to technical faults.

56,000 children to
die in Asia due to
global crisis: ADB

AFP, NUSA DUA, Indonesia

More than 56,000 children in Asia will die as a result of the eco-
nomic crisis gripping the world economy, the Asian
Development Bank said Sunday.

The sliding growth rate will bring “serious economic and
soclal impacts in the region,” ADB Managing Director General
Rajat Nag said on the sidelines of the bank's annual governors’
meetingon the Indonesian resortisland of Bali,

"We are pretty set on the seriousness of the social impact of
the crisis, and, as we said earlier, this is not only a financial crisis
butalso asocial crisis,” he added.

"In developing Asian countries outside Japan, our estimate
shows that because of the declining economic growth, it will
bring serious economic and social impacts in the region causing
over 56,000 childrentodiein theregion," he said.

Nag cited a World Bank report which estimated that 400,000
children will die worldwide from the impact of the financial crisis.

“No matter how many thousands it will be, we consider every
onemore child istoo much,” Nag said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

This street in the city's Purana Paltan is filled with rainwater after a brief but heavy shower battered Dhaka's storm-water drainage

systemyesterday.

Terror threat
still exists in

Bangladesh
Says US envoy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

US Ambassador James
Mornarty said there is still a
terrorist threat in Bangladesh
and the US has disturbing
indications in this regard.

"We do have disturbing
indications that there contin-
ues to be threat in
Bangladesh...my government

3 robbers beaten to
death in Noakhali

UNB, Noakhali

Villagers beat to death three robbers and injured another while
they were fleeing after committing a dacoity at Gangchil village
of Companyganj upazilaearly yesterday.

Ten villagers also sustained injuries, either by bullet or by
sharp weapons, in the attack by the dacoits during the incident.

The deceased were identified as Mainuddin, 42, Mostafa, 45,
and Momin.

Injured robber Azad and villagers Khalil, Selim, Shamsuddin,
Mohammad Ali and Jahangir were admitted to district general
hospital.

Police said eight to ten armed robbers looted Tk 59,000 in
cash and gold ormaments from the house of Fulbanu in the
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Atiur vows to
make BB
‘pro-poor

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The newly dpleﬂtEd "’

Governor of Bangladesh Bank
Dr Atiur Rahman on the first
day of taking his office sought
cooperation of the bank's high
executives to make the central
bankapoor-friendly bank.

He said it at a meeting with
deputy governors, executive
directors and general manag-
ers of the bank after joining
the office yesterday. Atiur took
over charge of the bank after
previous governor Dr
Salehuddin Ahmed left office
on April 30.

After the meeting with the
central bank high executives,
the new governor talked to the
reporters about his future
plan. Deputy governors
Nazrul Huda and Murshid Kulj

SEE PAGE 15 COL S

DEFYING GOVT ORDERS
Nepal sacks
army chief

Main ally of Maoists
quits govt
AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's Maoist government
yesterday sacked the coun-
try’s army chief for failing to
comply with orders, a spokes-
man said, in a move that could
trigger a showdown between
the prime minister and the
military.

The sacking -- three years

does believe that there is a
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

villageatdead of night. after the end of the Himalayan

SEE PAGE 15 COL B8
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80 militants killed in
Buner oftfensive

AFP, AP, Islamabad

Pakistan's army announced yesterday that 80
militants have so far been killed in a fierce
military offensive against Taliban fighters in

northwest Buner district,

Pakistan’s military on Sunday accused the
of a peace accord
covering a large segment of its northwest after
several actsofviolence over the weekend.

The allegations came as the northwest
province's government said it was fulfilling its
end of the deal by establishing an Islamic
appellate court for the area, though a cleric
mediating the pactrejected the panel.

The developments underscored the ambiv-
alence in Pakistan's government over how best

Taliban of "gross violation”

Afghanistan. Itisatopic that will come up when
Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari meets with
this week.

government agreed to impose Islamic law in
make up the Malakand Division. The pact

soon entered the adjacent Buner district.
Earlier helicopter gunships and ground

in Buner and neighbouring Lower Dir districtin
a nearly week-long assault against Taliban

- Sharif's party
refuses to
“join Pak govt
- But offers outside
Taliban violate deal in Swat, says Pak army :

: o ; . . ANI, Lahore
to tackle militancy in its regions bordering -

. The Pakistan People's Party
" and the
President Barack Obama and Afghan President -
Hamid Karzai during a visit to Washington later .
- Punjab, while both have failed | |
Under the peace deal struck in February, the :
" ingthefederal government.
the Swat Valley and surrounding areas that -
. Pakistan Prime Minister
appeared to embolden the Taliban in Swat, who -
. Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif
" on Saturday,
troops have been pounding militant hideouts -
. become a coalition partner at
“.the Centre. Ift,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6 -

support

Pakistan Muslim
League- Nawaz have decided
to remain coalition partners in

to reach a consensus on join-
During a meeting between
Yousuf Raza Gilaniand Punjab

The PML-N
expressed its reluctance to

however,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Ramna blast
trial begins

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Eight years after the Ramna
Batamul blast, trial of the case
filed for murders began yes-
terday at a Dhaka court
through taking deposition of
the complainant.

Judge ANM Bashir Ullah of
the Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court recorded the
statement of Sgt Amal
Chandra Chanda, complain-
ant of the murder case.
Sergeant Amal was later cross-
examined by the defence
lawyers.

SEE PAGE 7 COL 4
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New swine flu
cases detected
in 5 countries

AP, Mexico City

Swine flu extended its reach through Europe and Latin America,
with at least five countries reporting new cases yesterday.

Health experts were investigating a case of the virus jumping
from a person to pigs, trying to determine if the disease was
reaching a newstage.

As the number of swine flu cases in Mexico wanes and rises,
experts are being forced to walk a public health tightrope if they
push their message too far and the virus fizzles out, they could
lose credibility. But if they back off and it suddenly surges, they
will be blamed.

Mexico reported three new deaths from the swine flu epi-
demic late Saturday from a virus that has killed 19 in people in
Mexico, oneinthe USandisspreadingacross Asiaand Europe.

Hong Kong kept 350 people under quarantine in a hotel as a
precaution even though no new swine fluinfections appeared in
Asla, and Egypt's attempt to kill all pigs as a precaution against
the disease prompted pig owners to clash with police who were
helpingto seize their animals for slaughter.

S0 far the swine flu epidemic has killed 19 in people in Mexico

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Al lawmaker
beats up
forest ofticer

A CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

Awami League lawmaker of
Cox's Bazar-4 (Ukhia-Teknaf)
constituency Abdur Rahman
Bodi has now beaten up
Teknaf Forest Beat Officer
Mujibur Rahman, 56, and
Forest Guard Ayub Ali, 40,

The lawmaker, however,
claimed agitating locals beat
up the forest workers.

Sources said forest workers
of Damdamia check post on
Cox's Bazar-Teknaf Highway
seized, around 3:00pm on
April 30, two four-wheel-drive
vehicles loaded with firewood,
collected illegally from the
forest,

When the two vehicles
were brought to Teknaf Forest
Beat Office, three kilometres
away from Damdamia, a
number of locals obstructed

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

& G 7w |

TS 9 RO
am iy ¢ Twee

fereie o

gfeTay I

D - mﬁ:m:ﬁimzjﬁwwo»fmm wiftd § ©/¢/200d T2 5 ‘

EDITOR: MAHFUZ ANAM -Pubiisred by tre Exitor from Trereeraft L, 229 Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd. 52 Motijheel C A, Draka-1000, Editorlal, News & Commercial Offices: 19 Karwan Bazar, Dnaka-1215, Tol: 8124344, 8124955, 8124966, Fax: 125155, 8126154, GPO Box No: 3257, wwiw thedalystatnet, E-mail-editorthedaiystarnel reporting@thedalysnenl.

* ITFEG @ GRbYHS [CTART F GF( SRS HFToEd ({17

¢ q I (RMH 2 ©f TH (AF T ZOIR

o I <3 e @ Gt 7t 1 et AR oy ot @ et = e
& I TRFIE @ @1 FIFIRER & 2418 3593 € oo N

Q CAICATR Tt e ATGAGE TOR | T 8 Bopiofetett =

1 T R
o S{fw/FIM/AE /A 2

o « (AT ST GT*! T T© SofMiaa M4 TH9 T
o QWG G G Hw I/ A A T8 SR
® TR0 ASTFI TG

o ZI-FIE NG @ @19 TTTS A
o @A M-S @Tet A @ & = Fea

'ﬁﬁﬂﬁmmﬂﬁmwmwmﬁwmmm
* JRZO FAE-E-9HE S I3 A (8 L
a.wwcﬂmmmmmmmﬁﬁimw
o ZD-0 (IR Y A QO FAWIR TS DS 1 |-
mwmwwmwmmmmm@awm:
-7 O 3R X e @ -l A iy e
o fafireera m-#1fA s 7'3re o w0 4w o
o -3 20 S e «fT S @or B! 7 TBITS ﬁlﬁ

Ty e e, Ty wimew
| I3y 8 A et T@eeT




