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Attorney General Mahbubey

Alam told the court that the
present government has
decided not to proceed with
the leave-to-appeal rd]:j;etiunnst
against the HC verdict as |
believes that the HC judg-
ment, which was delivered on
facts, documents and correct
information, was correct, legal
andjustified.

He told reporters at his
office that if the HC verdict is
upheld following their with-
drawal prayers, secularism--
one of the four principles of

. the state--will automatically

be restored in the constitu-
ton.

He, however, said incorpo-
ration of Bismillahir Rahmanir
Rahim or resting trust on the
Almighty Allah in the pream-
ble of the constitution will
remain upheld since the HC in
its judgment had not objected
to incorporation of these in
the fifth amendment to the
constitution.

If the HC verdict is kept
valid, nobody will dare to
illegally occupy state power in
the future, he said.

The top law officer of the
state said a certain quarter has
been trying to mislead the
people by saying that
Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim
will not remain in the consu-
tution if the HC verdict is
upheld.

A few BNP lawyers have
moved an application with the
SC aimed at allowing BNP
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain to serve this
purpose, he said, urging all to
remain cautious about their
moves.

Earlier yesterday, barrister
Ajmalul Hossain, counsel for
the writ petitioner, argued
before the SC that the nation
has been hijacked every time
military has ruled the country.

He said after the prayer for
withdrawing the leave-to-
appeal pettions, none can

pray to the court to be an
intervener of the case.

Advocate TH Khan and
barrister Moudud Ahmed,
counsels for Delwar, told the
court yesterday that if the HC
verdict is upheld, the continu-
ation of governments and
their actions from August 15,
1975 to April 9, 1979 will be
hampered and a serious con-
stitutional vacuum will be
created.

TH Khan said the SC has
already settled all the disputes
regarding the rules from
August 15, 1975 to April 9, 1979
in its historic judgement of the
eighth amendment case. After
the Appellate Division's ver-
dict, the HC had no authority
to declare and cancel the fifth
amendment to the constitu-
tion, hesaid.

He also said the fifth
amendment to the constitu-
tion should be upheld for the
continuation of the rules and
actions of the then govern-
ments.

On August 29, 2005, the HC
declared the fifth amendment
to the constitution illegal,
which meant the rules of
Khandker Mushtaque Ahmed,
Abu Sadaat Mohammad
Sayem and Maj Gen Ziaur
Rahman from August 15, 1975
toApril 9, 1979 were unlawful.

The court passed the ver-
dict in response to a writ peti-
tion filed by Masudul Alam on
behalf of the BIMWC to
reclaim a cinema hall at
Waizghat in Dhaka it had lost
during the martial law rule.

The BIMWC once owned
the Moon Cinema Hall at
Waizghat. After the independ-
ence, the cimema hall was
announced abandoned and
the government handed it
over to the Muktijoddha
Kalyan Trust.

Following a prayer from the
then BNP-led government the
Appellate Division stayed the
HC verdict on September 1,
2005.

Terror threat
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threat here,” he told reporters
during Meet the Reporters
programme at Dhaka
gepuners Unity (DRU) yester-

ay.

Lgslm.feﬂﬂnl seizure of
- weapons in Bhola and contin-
ued arrests of J]MB members
throughout the country dem-
onstrate that terrorism
remains a concern,” he said.

DRU organised the
pro e on Bangladesh-
US bilateral relations.

The US ambassador to
Bangladesh said the US has
offered help to Bangladesh in
reconstituting border security
force Bangladesh Rifles (BDR).
This is an area where the US
can help anditdepends on the
Bangladesh government's
requirements, he added.

He described the US-
Bangladesh relationship with
three D's--democracy, devel-
opment and denial of space to
terrorists.

He said the US continues to
work closely with Bangladesh
in areas like training of mem-
bers oflaw enforcement agen-
cies, including Rab, to ensure
accountability and respect for
humanrights.

He said, "The government
and the opposition have to
realise that there are funda-
mental questions that the
nation needs to address.” He
said despite the peaceful and
democratic elections on
December 29, challenges
remain.

“Compromise and biparti-
sanship are critical to any
democracy functioning prop-
erly. There is also a need to
strengthen the institutions
vital to a healthy democracy,”
hesaid.

The diplomat also said the
government and the opposi-
ton can respond to critical
needs of citizens by working
together regardless of party

lation.

On the parliament's forth-
coming budget session, he
said the government should
provide the opposition mean-
ingful opportunities to discuss
and debate on the upcoming
budget and the opposition
should reach out to the gov-
ernment looking for consen-
sus,

Asged about the war crimi-
nals' trial, Moriarty said the
US government firmly
believes that those who com-
mit crimes need to be held
accountable in the court of
law. The courts of law should
befree, fair and transparent.

On the opposition's threat

to boycott parliament over
!(halga‘s cantonment house
iIssue, he said the matter
ii:!:atildbe decided ctlhmu the
systemm and dialogue
between the two major par-
ties. "We do not think it [goy-
cotting parliament] will be a
healthy development.”
About delays in the BDR
carnage probe report submis-
sion, he said the FBI of
America, which assisted the
investigation by CID and other
ups, is not surprised at the
Jﬁme being for a fair
ntinvestigation.
On the impact of economic
recession and US aid to
Bangladesh, he said the US
will Emvtde due consideration
to Bangladesh's desire for

increased trade and is com-
mitted to improving the lives
of Bangladesh's neediest
people through development-
assistance programmes.

Asked whether the US has
plans to assist Bangladesh set
upr a nuclear power plant, he
said nuclear energy is
extremely expensive and it
involves public safety con-
cerns. He said the US govern-
mentdoes nothave any imme-
diate plan to provide assis-
tance in this area.

Stressing the importance of
free press, he said a free press
is critical for ensuring that
citizens receive the informa-
tion they need to make knowl-
edgeable decisions and par-
ticipate in informed dialogues
aboutissues that matter.

"As the government and
the opposition debate the
Issues important to all
Bangladeshis, you [the press]
have an important responsi-
bility to frame this debate for
the lpcuple, accurately report
the facts and ensure account-
ability and transparency,” he
added.

DRU President Shamim
Ahmad chaired the
programme while acting
General Secretary Sheikh
Mamun spoke about DRU
programmes and activities.

New policy
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Academy for Educational
Management (NAEM) in the city
with Kabir Chowdhury in the
chair.

Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid who also attended
the meeting said, “We want to
remove disparities prevailing in
primary education in the coun-

He also said the government
would like to implement the new
policy in the shortest possible
time.

Nahid urged the committee
members to submit theirrecom-
mendationsinduetime.

The committee chairman
said different types of primary
education in the country are
creating divisions in the society.

"We have to think of intro-
ducing the one-track system of
education across the country,”
Kabir Chowdhury said adding
that they would review the
previousreports.

Similar curriculum will create
social harmony and a sense of
unity among us, said the
national professor expressin
hope that the committee woul
beable to formulate a new policy
within threemonths.

Dr Quazi Kholiquzzaman
Ahmad was made co-chairman
of the committee to assist the
chairman.

Two more members --
Bangladesh Open University
(BOU) Vice-chancellor Dr RIM
Aminur Rashid and
Jahangirnagar University
English Professor Dr Shaheen

ir were co-opted into the
committee, the ersaid.

Among other members, Prof
Dr Muhammad Zafar Igbal, Dr
Quazi Shahidullah, Principal
Kazi Faruque Ahmed, Dr
Shaheen ir and Education

Secretary Syed Ataur Rahman

were tatthe meeti

leecqmmineewius?:l]:&nﬂtim
report within 90 days, meeting
sourcessaid.

|
|
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NOR'WESTER

PM's chopper
makes safe

landing
BSS, Dhaka

An air force helicopter carrying

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

landed safely here yesterday

evading a brewing storm that

prompted her to cut short

scheduled programmes at
ﬂ{:cia s said.

Tungipara, o

%?Ee helicopter landed the
Tejgaon Air Force Helipad, just
ahead of the storm,” a prime
minister's office spokesman
said.

He said, the prime minister
was addressing a public rally at
Tungipara where she went
yesterday on ashortvisitbutshe
cut short her speech to return to
the capital as aides apprised her
of the brewing storm.

But another helicopter,
carrying many of her entourage
members and officials, was
forced to land in suburban
Munshiganj as it took off in line
with ﬁ‘lﬂ' practice from
Tungipara minutes after the
premier'schopper flew off.

The stranded entourage
members later returned to
Dhaka by road from
Munshigan,).

UZ parishads
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chairmen and other elected

representatives can take charge of
their offices in a day or two,”
Ashraf told journalists at his
Secretanatoffice.

In reaction to BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia's
remark that they eliminated
militancy from the country,
Ashraf said, "Militancy stll exists
andwe have torootitout from the
countryrightnow.

He said BNP had denied the
existence of militancy in the
country saying itwas a creation of
themedia.

"I have signed a file that will
reach upazilas tomorrow [today]}
orthedayafter,” hesaid.

The minister said a circular in
this regard will be issued in aweek
detailing the responsibilities of
chairmen, vice-chairmen and
otherrepresentatives.

The circular is now at the law
ministry and will be sent to all
upazilas once the LGRD and
Cooperatives ministry gets it, he
said.

“There is a law regarding the
upazila parishad system and
everything will be done to imple-
mentit,” hesaid.

Larher, he held talks with US

. Ambassador in Dhaka James

Mornarty Theydiscussed bilateral
issues including the country’s
national election and its return to
democracy.

"It was a routine visit of
Moriarty. The US, a development
parter of Bangladesh, isinvolved
in some projects of the LGRD
ministry,” said the LGRD minis-
ter.

He said the USwanted to see a
fair election in Bangladesh,
peaceful transfer of power to
elected representatives and the
country'sreturn todemocracy.

“The US played a vital role in
thisregard,"” hesaid.

Asked about Khaleda Zia's
cha]lenFe to prove the embezzle-
ment of Tk 20,000 crore in power
sector during the tenure of previ-
ous BNP-led government, the
minister said, the army chief has
written about it in his book and if
she wants to challenge anyone
she should confront the army
chief.

"One cannot hide the truth by
blamingothers," hesaid.

Commenting on the AL's
council, which must be held
within July 25 as per the
Representation of the People
Order (RPO), the AL spokesman
said acommittee headed by party
ChiefSheikh Hasina will sitwithin
a few days to bring nec
amendments to it in line with the
RPO.

“The amendments will be
placed at the council meeting for
approval,” hesaid.

If necessary, they would seek
extension of the deadline from
the Election Commission (EC),
Ashrafadded.

L
Sharif's party
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reassured the PPP of its 'uncon-
ditional' support without
becoming part of the federal
government

The PML-N said it would
continue to struggle for
strengthening the democratic
system, and both leaders agreed
torespect each other's mandate
atthe Centre and in Punjab, The
News reports.

Earlier, Shahbaz Sharif had
invited the PPP to return to the
cabinetin the Punjab.

After a meeting of PPP's
senior leaders, Pakistan
President Asif Ali Zardari offered
the PML-N to return to the
federal government.

However, the PML-N once
again stuck to its stance of
staying away from ‘power
sharing’ at the Centre, and
assured the PPP of continuing
its unconditional support to the

overnment without becoming
tspart.

According to the sources,
most PPP members opposed
the return of the PPP to the
Punﬂab government, unless the
PML-Nreturned atthe Centre,

Meanwhile, Gilani and
Sharif also discussed the cur-
rent political situation of the
country, including the issue of
terrorism and the strategy to
combatit.

Gilani assured the PML-N
president of convening the APC
as per the demand of Nawaz
Sharif and taking all the political
forces onboard to address the

challenges faced by the
Federation.

Terrorist groups
may target Pak
special police units

ANI, Karachi

The special police units and
officers working against the
terrorism in the country could
be targeted by the terrorists in
near future, a report in The
Nationsaid.

The report stated that
special police cells like Crime
Investigation Department
(CID), Anti Violence and
Crime Unit (AVCU) and
Special Investigation Unit
(SIU) and officers associated
with these units could be
attacked by militants.

According to the report, the
CID had recently nabbed some
terrorists, who after severe
interrogation, admitted that
they were assigned the duty of
paralysing the special units of
the police force by the Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan chief Baitullah
Mehsud.

Sources also revealed that
recently groups of militants
were busted by the secunty
officials. The militants con-
fessed about being given the
task of eliminating police offi-

Nor'wester
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Over 50 houses were also

damaged while a large num-
ber of trees uprooted during
the storm.

Our Dinajpur correspon-
dentadds: Anor'wester lashed
the district yesterday, killing at
least two children and injuring
awoman.

The dead were identified as
Shadhin, 4, son of Shah Alam
of Chatrapara village of Sadar
upazila and Babu, 14, of
Basudevpur village in
Chirirbandar upazila.

Sonya Begum of the village
was wounded as a tree fell on
her during the storm that
ruined a large number of
structures in Sadar, Biral,
Hakimpur Nawabganj and
Ghoraghat and uprooted a
number of trees.

Nor wester lashed parts of
Melandah, Sarishabari and
Sadar upazila of Jamalpur
district for the sccond ume
within 30 hours yesterday
leaving a trail of destruction to
over 200 houses and standing
crops, repots UNB.

Eight people were killed in
the severe storm in the district
on Saturday.

Our Barisal correspondent
adds: A nor'wester lashed the
region yesterday evening
leaving Jamal Hussein Bepari,
40, a tempo driver, killed and
its four passengers injured as
their vehicle overturned and
fell into the roadside ditch
during the storm in
Mehendiganj upazila.

Our Kushtia correspondent
reports: A boat carrying five
labours capsized in the Padma
River during a nor'wester that
swept over the district yester-
day evening, leaving Mejbar
Uddin dead. The others man-
aged to swim ashore.

At least 500 thatched
houses and standing crops on
about 5,000 acres of land were
also damaged while hundreds
of trees uprooted during the
storm.

12 bigwigs
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Saifur Rahman's son Shafiur
Rahman Babu, Awami League
leaders Md Mohiuddin, and
Abu Hanif Patwari, Babul
Chowdhury, Masudur

Rahman, Sabina Suraya and.

Mafruza Sultana.

Earlier on February 23, a
HC division bench delivered
splitorders onthe petitions.

Lawyers concerned told
newsmen that the convicts
would have to surrender
before the trial courts within
two weeks after receiving the
HCjudgment.

They said convicts, follow-
ing the HC order, must be put
in jail or surrender before the
trial courts since those courts
have no jurisdiction to grant
them bail at this stage.

Additional Attorney
General M Enayetur Rahim
yesterday told the newsmen
that the special HC bench
yesterday delivered the verdict
in line with a Supreme Court
order that on April 23 this year
directed former state minister
Shahjahan Omar to surrender
before the trial court within
two weeks in connection with
acorruption case.

Shahjahan Omar's case will
stand as a pointer for about 70
others, mainly politicians and
businessmen, who were
handed down sentences for
corruption after the 1/11
changeover.

ACC's panel lawyer
Khurshid Alam Khan yester-
day told The Daily Star the
ACC would file appeals with
the SC against the HC orders
for granting bails to other
convicts sentenced in absen-
tia but did not surrender to the
trial courts and are not in jail.

He earlier said that more
than 100 people were con-
victed in the corruption cases
and about 70 of them were
tried in absentia. But most of
the 70 convicts did not surren-
derto the trial courts.

cers working against Tehrik-e-
Taliban (TTP) and other off-
shoots of the militant organisa-
ton.

Security officials, while
confirming the reports about
the threat, said all the terrorists
groups must be busted before
theyinitiate attack on them.

"We couldn't give them
space now because they are
trying to eliminate us and even
our families,” a security official
said.

"Almost all defunct organi-
sations including TTF, Lashkar-
e-Jhangvi, Jaish-e-Mohammad,
Sippah-e-Sahaba, Harkatul
Mujahideen, Harkatul Ansar,
Lashkar-e-Taiba, and other
splinter groups are considering
us as a threat and want to elimi-
nateus," theofficial added.

Atiur vows
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Khan were also present at that
time.

The new governor said his
first task would be to provide
policy support to the govern-
ment and the private sector so
that the effect of the global
economic meltdown could be
overcome.

He said he would try to
build up a creative banking
system so that other countries
can follow it. The banking
sector should play the role of a
rescuer during any crisis, he
added.

Inflation is the biggest
enemy of the poor, Atiur said.

He said the central bank
will always try to ensure that
commodity prices remain
stable and such support mea-
sures would continue.

Atiur said he would build
up the central bank as a digit-
ised organisation.

On the last day of office of
outgoing governor
Salehuddin on Thursday, the
leaders of Collective
Bargaining Agent (CBA) of the
bank allegedly forced him to
sign an additional increment
order.

When asked whether the
new governor would formally
approve the previous gover-
nor's decision or take action
against the CBA leaders, Atiur
said he is yet to look into the
matter.

However, he said all staff of
Bangladesh Bank expressed
their willingness to work with
him. There would not be any
problem working with them. If
there is any tension that could
be solved through institu-
tional mechanism, he added.

Asked by journalists
whether Bangladesh Bank will
accept the policies of World
Bank and IME without nam-
INng any organisation Atiur
said, "We will adopt home-
grown development strategy.
We will accept those policies
which will help to take forward
our strategy.”

Ex-NSI boss
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Akbar sensed that the trucks
and crane were needed to
offload and carry something
illegal but he could not imag-
ine that it might be a huge
consignment of illegal fire-
arms and ammunition, said
sources quoting the confes-
sional statement.

He was arrested and placed
on a two-day remand on April
19 after the owner and man-
ager of Greenways. identified
him as the person who hired
the trucks and the crane,

Akbarwas placed ona 7-day
fresh remand on April 26 as the
investigators of Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) failed to glean anything
important from him in the two-
day remand that ended on
April 21.

He had been quizzed at the
task force interrogation cell in
Dhaka since April 27 before he
was brought back to
Chittagong for making confes-
sional statement on Saturday.

5 of a family
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When the pickup-van reached
Baroipara, it collided with a
Dhaka-bound bus at about 5:30
am, killing the five on the spot.

Eightother passengers of the
pickup-van, including its driver
and helper and relatives of
Habibur Rahman, were also
injured during the fatal acci-
dent.

The injured were admitted
to nearby Kalikoir upazila
health complex and other
local clinics.

56,000 children
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The global economic slow-
down, which initially looked as
if it might leave Asia relatively
unscathed, has begun to bite
hard.

In its Asian Development
Outlook survey in March, the
bank said that the region's
developing economies would
expand by just 3.4 percent this
year, down from 6.3 percent last
yearand 9.5 percentin 2007,

Water supply
situation

slightly better

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Slightly improved water supply
of Water and Sewerage
Authority (Wasa) coupled with
rainfall gave city dwellers a
brief respite from unbearable
sufferings caused by acute
water crisis,

Rainfall, drop in temperature,
less power cut and efforts of Wasa
- i\liJ these factors have contrib-
uted to the improvement of water
crisis, said officials.

Rakib Hasan Razu, a resi-
dent in the city's water crisis-
prone Shanir ra, said that
the situation had improved a
little for the last two to three
days.

Nazmun Nahar, a resident
of Gulshan, Road-30, said, “We
have managed to get some
water for the last two to three
days. Though inadequate, we
can atleastgetbywithit.”

The crisis of water had
become so acute over the last
two weeks that residents of
Gulshan, one of the areas in the
capital badly affected by water
crisis, failed to manage even a
single drop of water.

10ther resident on Road-2
also said that water suﬁply was
not still adequate but the situa-
tionwas notso bad.

Managing Director (MD) of
Wasa Shahjahan Ali Mollah
(additional charge) said that
they could enhance water
production a little with the rise
of water level in the river
Shitalakkhya.

The water level is going up
by 2.5 centimetres every day, he
added.

According to the MD, Wasa
produced 187 crore litres of
water on April 28 and it
increased to 195 crore litres on
Ma}rZ.

‘The total demand for water
in the capital is estimated at
220crore litres,” he said.

High consumption of water
and demand for water lorries
dropped noticeably following
rainfall and drop in tempera-
ture, he said.

The rise of water level,
relocation of electric genera-
tors where necessary to run
Wasa pumps and connection
of double-phase electricity
supply to Wasa pumps in some
cases facilitated supply, he
added.

3 robbers
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Alerted . about. the robbery,

villagers chased the fleeing
robbers and encircled them
near the Noakhali River, two
kilometres east of the village.

Finding no way out, the
thugs opened fire and
attacked the villagers with
sharp weapons, leaving 10
people injured.

At one stage, the villagers
caught four robbers and gave
them a good beating, killing
three on the spot and injuring
another.

Police recovered the bodies
and sent those to hospital
morgue forautopsy.

80 militants
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insurgents who have infiltrated
thevolatile area.

The army had previously
putthe death tollin Buner at 55
to 60, and said that altogether
more than 200 militants have
been killed in both districts
since Operation Black Thunder
began.

"In the Buner operation so
far, 80 militants have been
killed while three soldiers
embraced Shahadat (martyr-
dom) and eight others were
injured,” the military said in a
written statement.

"Reportedly militant com-
mander Khalil has been killed
in the Buner operation. His real
name 1s Alam Buneri and he
was a mainstream leader of the
banned organisation TTP
(Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan),"
itadded.

TTP is Pakistan's umbrella
Taliban organisation and is led
by Baitullah Mehsud, who was
accused by the former govern-
ment of masterminding the
2007 assassination of ex-prime
minister Benazir Bhutto,

The army previously put its
own toll at about a dozen sol-
diers dead in the twin assaults.

Critics including the US
have cast the peace deal as a
surrender. It is of particular
concern to American officials,
who worry Swat will turn into a
haven for militants near
Afghanistan, where US and
Nato troops are battling an
increasingly virulent insur-
gency.

Over the past week, the
Pakistani military has gone on
the offensive to push the
Taliban out of Buner, just 100
kilometres from Islamabad. An
army statement Sunday said 80
militants had been killed so far
along with three soldiers. An
important local commander
was believed to be among the
dead militants, the statement
said.

The dangerous nature of the
area makes independent
verification of the army state-
mentnearimpossible.

Pushing the Taliban out of
Buner does not mean the army
is willing to try to oust them
from their Swat Valley strong-
hold, even though its state-
ment on Sunday took a harsh
stance toward the weekend
incidents in Swat.

New swine tlu
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and one toddler in the US and

has spread to 18 countries
worldwide but experts believe
theactual spmad is much wider.

Mexico's health secretary
said 11 people were suspected to
have died from the virus in the
previous 24 hours, The alarming
news came after the epidemic's
toll in Mexico appeared to have
been lcvellingﬂlF

The global caseload was
nearing 800 and growing the
vast majority in Mexico, the US
and Canada. Colombia on
Sunday reported South
America’s first confirmed case of
swine flu a day after Costa Rica
reported the first in Central
America.

The Spanish Health Ministry
said the country now has 20
confirmed cases of swine flu
making it the European nation
hardesthit by the virus.

Britain, Italy and Germany
also reported new cases.

But just over a week into the
outbreak, the virus largely
remains an unpredictable mys-
tery.

Hong Kong which was criti-
cised for duFuying quarantine
measures during the SARS
outbreak sealed the downtown
Metropark Hotel, where a sick-
ened Mexican touristhad stayed,
tmp_rpi:)% 350 guests and employ-
eesinside.

About a half dozen police
officers wearing masks guarded
the hotel Sunday, even though all
those at the hotel were reported
to be healthy. One guest said he
walked on the stairs for exercise
andtoalleviate boredom.

"It's highly inconvenient.
T'hat's what's affecting people,
because it took us by surprise,”
said 45-year-old Kevin Ireland,
who was on a business trip from
New Delhi, India.

Scientists warn that the virus
could mutate into a deadlier
form.

"Influenza is unpredictable,"
said Dr. Tim Uyeki, an epidemi-
ologist at the US Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention
who has worked on SARS and
H5N1 bird flu outbreaks. "There
are so many unanswered ques-
tions. This is a brand new virus.
There's so much we don't know
about the human infectious with
thisvirus.”

Right now, one of the biggest
hurdles is a lack of information
from Mexico. A team of interna-
tional and Mexican virus sleuths
IS trying to piece together an
epidemiological picture ofwho's
dying and where transmission

| began, while also uncovering

just how it's attacking people
with severeillness. Butdetails are
emerging slowly.

Late Saturday; Mexiodis
confirmed swine flu cases
jumped by about 25 to 473,
including the 19 deaths. A
Mexican toddler also died in
Texas days ago, for a worldwide
total of 20.

President Barack Obama
urged caution.

“This is a new strain of the flu

AL lawmaker

FROM PAGE 16

the road around 5:30pm and
demanded the release of the
two vehicles.

This suspended vehicular
movement on the road and
caused long tailbacks.

Lawmaker Abdur Rahman
Bodi, on his way to Ukhia from
Teknaf, was also among the
people stranded there.

Witnesses said lawmaker
Bodi sent a person to bring
Forest Beat Officer Mujibur
Rahman to him.

Mujibur, however, was
busy dealing with the crowd
and failed to show up.

Bodi then sent another
man to bring the beat officer to
him and when Mujibur came
Bodi accused him of causing
delays to his reaching his
destination and slapped him
on the face, witnesses said.

When Mujibur protested,
Bodi beat him up with a stick,
they said.

Ayub Ali came to Mujibur's
rescue and he too was beaten
up with the stick, the wit-
nesses said.

The two injured forest
workers were given first aid at
Teknaf Upazila Health
Complex. The forest depart-
ment has not filed any case
against Bodi as of yesterday
afternoon.

Assistant Conservator of
Forest (South) of Cox's Bazar
Forest Department Kazi Nurul
Karim confirmed the incident
and said, "The higher authori-
ties concerned have been
informed about the matter. If
we get orders from them, we
will take legal action against
the MP"

A forest department official
preferring anonymity said
incidents like these tarnish the
image ofthe government.

Abdur Rahman Bodi
denied the allegation and said
some locals were beating up
the forest beat officer in con-
nection with the seizure of two
vehicles ladenwith firewood.

He said, "Locals were furi-
ous with the beat officer for
collecting toll. I reached the
spot and rescued the beat
officer."

"Ifanybody goesto the spot
to investigate, that person will
find outthe truth,” he said.

Lawmaker Bodi had
entered a polling centre dur-
ing Teknal upazila parishad
elections on January 22 and
beat up three assistant presid-
ing officers. Assistant
Presiding Officer Giasuddin
filed a case with Teknaf Police
Station against Bodi in this
regard. This eventually caused
the ﬂul]s to Teknaf upazila
parishad to be suspended.

virus, and because we haven't
developed an immunity to it, it
has more potential to cause us
harm,"” Obama said. Later, he
spoke with Mexican President
Felipe Calderon to share infor-
mation.

Pablo Kuri, a Mexican epide-
miologist, said three of the dead
were children: a 9-year-old girl, a
12-year-old girl and a 13-year-
old boy. Four were older than 60,
The other nine were between 21
and 39 unusual ages for people
to die from flu because they tend
(o have stronger immune sys-
tems.

Although most of the dead
were from the Mexico City area,
they came from different neigh-
bourhoods in the metropolis of
20 million, and there were no
similarities linking their medical
backgrounds.

One theory for the deaths is
that perhaps they sought treat-
ment too late falling sick an
average of seven days before
seeing a doctor. Many of the sick
around the world were people
who had visited Mexico, includ-
ing 13 of Britain's 16 cases.

The World Health
Organisation earlier announced
that a pandemic was imminent,
butithas decided against declar-
ing a full pandemic alert. Still,
that doesn't mean people can
relax, said Dr. Mike Ryan, WHO's
global alert and response direc-
[or.

"These viruses mutate, these
viruses change, these viruses can
further reassort with other
genetic material, with other
viruses,” he said. "So it would be
imprudent at this point to take
too much reassurance” from the
smallnumberofdeaths.

In the Canadian province of
Alberta, health and agriculture
officials said about 220 piFs ona
farm were quarantined after
being infected by a worker who
had recently returned from
Mexico. They stressed that swine
viruses are common in pigs, and
there was no need for consumers
to stop eating pork as long as it's
handled ‘meperly and cooked
thoroughly.

The pigs are all recovering in
the first documented case of the
H1N1 human flu being passed to
anotherspecies.

In Egypt, police fired shots in
the air and tear gas at pig owners
who stoned them in an attempt to
prevent governmentworkers from
slaughtering their animals as a
precaution against swine flu. A
security offical, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because
he was not anithonized to 1alk to the

media, said 12 people were injured
inthe Manshiyet Nasrslum.

Nepal army chief
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nation's civil war -- is the latest
episode in a worsening power
struggle between the leftist
former rebels and their one-
time enemies inthe army.

"The cabinet meeting today
decided to sack army chief
Rookmangud Katawal from his

ost with immediate effect as

is clarification for defying the
government orders was not
satisfactory,” spokesman
Krishna BahadurMaharasaid.

Last month, Prime Minister
Prachanda had asked Katawal
to explain why government
orders on army recruitmentand
the firing of eight senior army
generals had beenignored.

The dispute between the
army and the ruling Maoists
centres around Maoist
demands that their former rebel
fighters, who are currently
confined to United Nations-
supervised camps, be fully
integrated into the regulararmy.

The army has however
refused to take in the 9,000
hardened guerrillas whom it
views as politically indoctri-
nated.

In a clear indication that the
government intends to impose
its will over the military, Mahara
said Katawal had been sacked in
order to maintain “civilian
supremacy” in Nepal.

The Maoists ended their
bloody decade-long "people's
war” in 2006, and won land-
mark elections last year before
swiftly ending the world's last
Hindumonarchy.

They have since been push-
inF; to implement sweeping
reforms, which include finalis-
ing the peace process by having
their former rebel fighters
become part of the national
army.

The issue is seen as key to
cementing peace in Nepalinthe
aftermath of the civil war, dur-
ing which more than 13,000
peopledied.

Meanwhile, the main coali-
tion ally of Nepal's ruling
Maoists withdrew from the
ﬁfvf:nunem on Sunday after

e prime minister sacked the
chief of the army, threatening to
undermine the Maoists' hold
ON pOWer.

‘We have called back our
ministers and withdrawn our
support after the unilateral
decision to sack the army chief,"
Amrit Bohara, senior leader of
the Communist Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-
UML), told AFP.

“The Maoists took the step
despite our disapproval. They
breached the politics of consen-
sus and their behaviour has
endangered the peace process.”

Many government coalition
EEIU'IEI‘S opposed the sacking of

atawal and boycotted
Sunday's cabinet meeting to
express their support for the
army.
"The Maoists have made a
unilateral decision and we are
against it. This could derail the
peace process,” said Bamdev
Gautam, deputy prime minister
and theleader of the Communist
Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist

Leninist (CPN-UML).




