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which was shown to be spread by human-
to-human contact.

Mexico was optimistic yesterday that the
swine flu epidemic was coming under
control as it tried to mitigate the eco-
nomic fallout, joining Canada and the
United States in hitting out at pork boy-

COTIs.

Authorities in Mexico, at the epicentre
of the HIN1 flu outbreak, said the
national death toll had reached 19, as
health officials around the world
remained on high alert with more cases

confirmed.

But Health Minister Jose Angel
Cordova said "each day we're seeing

fewer serious cases.”

He said: "The mortality rate is drop-
ping,” adding that there were "enough
elements to say that we are in a stabilisa-

ton phase.”

Just days earlier, the Mexican govern-
ment had spoken of 159 "probable”
deaths from the new variant of swine flu,
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Butstringent tests by US and Canadian
labs on the mountain of "probable” cases
excluded most of them, and left the much
smaller confirmed toll.

I'he World Health Organisation
(WHO) said 16 countries have officially
reported 658 cases of influenza A (HIN1)

In Geneva, a WHO official indicated
the virus had not spread in a sustained
way outside of the Americas, a condition
necessary to declare a full global pan-

"We see no evidence of sustained
community spread outside North
America,” said Mike Ryan, WHO Director
of Global Alert and Response.

In the United States, the Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
reported 0 confirmed cases across 21
states and said additional cases and
perhaps even deaths could follow.
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Mexico upbeat on battle
against deadly flu

Authorities in New York said the city
may have seen more than 1,000 cases, but
carriers were likely recovering Or recov-

In Canada, some 30 new cases were
reported on Saturday, bringing the total
number of people infected throughout
the country to more than 85.

Officials also confirmed HINI cases

had been detected inapig herd in Alberta,

likely contracted from a man who
recently returned from Mexico.

The three North American nations
tried to mitigate the economic impact

of the crisis, hitting out at countries,

HINI
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A Taiwanese female student returning from Mexico is confined to a wheel-chair pushed by a health
worker wearing protective gear upon her arrival at Taiwan's northern Taoyuan airport yesterday.
Health authorities have so far cleared 22 people who had reported flu-like symptoms. The island has

no confirmed cases of HIN1.

which had slapped bans on their pork
products.

"We strongly urge the international
community not to use the outbreak of the
influenza as a reason to create
unnecessary trade restrictions and that
decisions be made based on sound scien-
tific evidence,”
jointstatement.

the countries said 1n a
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Egyptian farmers throw rocks towards police during clashes over a mass cull of pigs in al-Mukatam neighbourhood in Cairo yesterday.
Egyptian riot police clashed with stone-throwing pig farmers who were trying to prevent their animals being taken away for slaughter as

part of amass nationwide cull.

i \\VHO awaits clearer

picture of swine flu
severity and spread

AFP, Geneva

The World Health
Organisation was keeping a
close eye on the swine out-
break in both Mexico and
Europe on Saturday, as it
sought a clear picture of both
the severity of the virus and 1ts
global spread.

WHO Director of Global
Alert and Response Mike Ryan
said the next few days would
be crucial in determining the
spread of the new influenza
A(HIN1) virus in Europe, the
continent most affected by the
disease outside North
Amernca.

But he said the situation
was not yet established,

despite reassuring signs from
Mexico that the virus was less
severe in terms of 1ts symp-
toms than first feared.

"Severity is not completely
established,” he told journal-
ISLS.

WHO teams in Mexico were
still trying to track down the
source of the outbreak and to
establish the pattern and exact
numbersinvolved there,

Mexico's Health Minister
Jose Angel Cordova said
Saturday the country's influ-
enza A(HINI1) outbreak
appeared to be "In a stabilisa-
tion phase,” with the death
toll unchanged at 16,
although the tally of cases
continued torise.

FBI-Muslim relations
sour years atter 9/11

AFP, Washington

When a cordial exchange of
emails with an FBI agent
turned Into a request to
inform on other Muslims on
campus, a Michigan college
studentwas shocked.

“"When I gotthe email, [was
angry; I was upset ... and |
never got back to him,” the
student told AFP, requesting
anonymity because of her
pending immigration status.

"We were iniually con-
tacted on the basis of building
bridges. No wonder the
Muslim community doesn't
trustthe FBL."

In one email, a copy of
which was seen by AFP, the FBI
agent told the student he had

contacted her because "we
want to have the ability to
reach out to people like you
should the need arise in the
future.”

The experience of the
student, who has lived in the
United States since the age of
four,isnotanisolated one.

In the wake of the
September 11, 2001 artacks,
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) reached
out to Muslim leaders and
institutions, promising to
Investigate a spate of hate
crimes directed at Muslims,
while community leaders
vowed to warn of any suspi-
Cious activity.

But those fragile links have
frayed.

Chelsea Clinton
getting married
this summer'

ANI, New York

Rumours are abuzz that former
firstdaughter Chelsea Clinton is
planning to get married in
Martha'sVineyard this summer.

The Boston Globe reported
that the daughter of ex-
president Bill and current
Secretary of State Hillaryissetto
walk down the aisle with long-
time beau Marc Mezvinsky.

Marc is the son of onetime
Pennsylvania Congresswoman
Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky
and former lowa Congressman
Edward Mezvinsky.

Chelsea met the Goldman
Sachs investment banker
through her parents and both of
them attended Stanford
University, reports the New York
Daily News.

Small parties trying their
luck in polls battle

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, New Delhi

Some are operating from a single room while
others are sweating it out from their homes-
turned-offices. Leaders of hundreds of small
political parties are hoping to make a mark in

these Lok Sabha polls.

According to the records of the Election
Commission, there are seven national parties,
43 state level parties and 1,000 small political
parties across India. Of the 1,000 parties, nearly
200 are operating from the capital.

Desh Bhakt Party was formed nearly 19
years ago. It operates out of a small room in the
busy Karol Bagh area of central Delhi.

“Our party was formed in 1990 to protest
against multinational companies coming into
the country and against communalism,” 67-

year-old SK Ralli, President of Desh Bhakt Party
and educationist, told IANS.

Ralli claimed that at present the party has
around 6,000 members across the country.
T'hough the registered address for the party
office is his Preet Vihar residence, all the party

meetings take place at the Karol Bagh office.
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"Our agenda and programmes were
hijacked by other parties. Now our main aim is
to spread awareness among people. Two candi-
dates ofour party are fighting from the Chandni
Chowk and New Delhi constituencies” in the
May 7 Lok Sabha pollsin the capital.

Ralli claimed that in recent elections, the
number of votes secured by his party candi-
dates were highest after the Bharatiya Janata
Party, the Congress and the Bahujan Samaj
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paign rally in the outskirts of Srinagar on Saturday.

g PHOTO: AFP
Indian police commandos escort Farooq Abdullah (C), patron of Indian-administered Kashmir's
ruling party National Conference (NC) and a candidate for general elections, during an election cam-

Ramna bliast

FROM PAGE 16

After recording his statement, the
court fixed today for next heanng
ofthecase

Ien people were killed and
scores injured in the blast at
Ramna Batamul during Pahela
Baishakh celebrations on April 14,
2001. Following the carnage, two
cases--one for murder and
another for possession and use of
explosive substances--were filed
with Ramna Police Station.

In his deposition, Amal told
the court that he was on duty at
Ramna Batamul where Pahela
Baishakh celebrations were being
held. At about 8:15am, a bomb
exploded around 15-20 yards
away from the stage. He then
rushed to the scene and found
seven peopledead on the spotand
anumberofothers injured.

Another bomb went off there
after 10-15 minutes of the first
explosion, hesaid.

Amal also said that he
informed his higher authorities
over wireless about the incident
and they rushed to the scene. He
along with other forces took the
injured persons to medical for
treatment. The injured are Amin
Uddin, Omar Faruque, Jahangir,
Rafiqul Islam, Mamun, Swapan
Kumar Das, Ashim, Afzal, Ibrahim
Khalil, Reza and Mahmudul
Karim

“I later came to learn that a
group of banned militants
exploded the bombs to spoil the
celebrations considering it anti-
Islamic,” the witness told the
court.

Harkatul Jihad (Huji) chief
Mufti Abdul Hannan, Arif Hasan
Suman, Shahadat Ullah Jewel,
Moulana AbuTaher and Moulana
Abdur Rauf, now in jail custody,

Three held

FROM PAGE 1
theirknown people.”

The three men arrested,
Saikat Hossain, 24, Alamgir
Hossain, 38, and Shafiq
Bachchu, 18,

said these it is comparatively
easy to prepare fake documents
with the help of graphics and
CDIT_I'I_ﬂUtETS. ;

ey said that almost all
shops offering computer-based
services are capable of preparing
such fake documents.

Maj Zia, second-in-
command of Rab-2, said that
although illegal, the business is
lucrative as fake documents

remain inhigh demand, notonly
in the capital but also in the rest
ofthe country:

These fake ID cards are sold
illcially atacostofaround Tk 500
each by shops offering computer
compositions, graphic designs
orwork, digital scans and related
computer based services.

I'hese shops are mainly
located at city's Nilkhet,
Farmegate, Mohammadpur,
Mirpur, Mohakhali and Paltan
areas.

Criminals make use of fake ID
cards, inserting fake information
on the cards so that they cannot
be traced later. Cheats also use
fake documents during fraudu-
lentactivities,

A source also pointed out that
many ordinary people, not
necessarily hard criminals, also
make use of fake ID cards to
complete mandatory official
formalities such as Tn banks,
when they don't have any [Ds of
theirown.

were produced before the court
during vesterday’'s hearing, And
another accused Moulana Akbai
Hossain alias Helaluddin, now on
a High Court bail, was also present
In the court.

Moulana Tajuddin, younger
brother of former BNP deputy
minister Abdus Salam Pintu, and
seven other accused have been
abscondingsince filing of the cases.

On December 30 last year, the
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) pressed
charges against Mufu Hannan
and 13 others for committing the
offence.

Unesco awards

FROM PAGE 16
journalism that helps check
corruption,” hesaid.

The Unesco-Bangladesh
Journalism Awards 2009 were
given away at a simple cere-
mony jointly organised by the
High Commission of Canada
and Unesco* Bangladesh. The
ceremony was held at the
Cirdap auditorium to celebrate
World Press Freedom Day.

Minister Abul Kalam Azad
handed over the prizes of Tk
50,000, a crest and a certificate
to each of the five winning
journalists. c

In his speech the minister
touched on the tremendous
problems and limitations
including financial problems --
faced by journalists in their
professional practices. He
assured everyone of the govern-
ments assistance to pH}l”ﬂ{Ht‘
the specialised faculty of jour-
nalism,

Expressing the govern-
ment's pledge to ensure free
press inthe country, Abul Kalam
also sought assistance from
mediain influencing and moni
toring the government to realise
vision 2021 of the present gov-
ernment.

The Hi
Canada Robert McDougall said,

gh Commissioner of |

“This award notonly recognises |

the professional excellence of
the candidates, but also

acknowledges outstanding

investigative reporting for its
intrinsic merit and forits poten
tial to bring about constructive
change.”

"You journalists shape what
Bangladeshis see, read, hear,
think and believe. This is a
tremendous responsibility and
a great power -- this ability to
inform:and educate,”
McDougall added.

“Quality jeurnalism has
made major contribution to
countries around the world and
particularly to the growth of
democracy and freedom,” he
added.

The award recipients are
Julfikar Ali Manik, Syed
Ashfaqul Haque and Mahbuba
Zannat from The Daily Star,
Sharmin Rinvi from Bangla
Vision and Shykh Shiraj from
Channel-i.

The organisers also gave out
four honorary awards to Irene
Neazi Manna of The Daily
Samokal, Sharifuzzaman Pintu
of The Daily Prothom Alo,
Sultana Rahman of Ntv and
Keramat Ullah Biplab of
Channel-1.
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What thé Verdict was

FROM PAGE 1

the actions, laws, and rules
made under martial law are
illegal. The changes of govern-
ments betweenAugust 15, 1975
and the national elections of
1991 were not carried out
constitutionally.

The HC bench ol Justice
ABM Khairul Haque and
Justice ATM Fazle Kabir also
said the constitution does not
permit anyone to assume
power by any means other than
the ones mentioned in it. If
anyone does so, it will amount
to sedition.

The court, however, noted
that although all government
activities between August 15,
1975 and April 9, 1979 have
been declared illegal, the his-
tory cannot be altered. Many of
these illegal acts were done in
the public interest. From this
perspective, the court con-
dones some of these actions
that could have been done 1n
linewith the constitution.

The bench said Khandker
Mushtaque Ahmed’s assuming
power with effect from the
morning of 15th August, 1975
placing Bangladesh under
martial law and his taking of
office of the .president of the

country by the Proclamation of «

August 20, 1975 were in clear
violation ofthe constitutionand
done withoutlawful authority.

"All his subsequent actions
as the president were illegiti-
mate and void, " itobserved.

Justice Abu Sadaat
Mohammad Sayem's taking over
office of the president on
November 6, 1975 and his
assumption of the powers of chuef
martal law administrator (CMLA)
and appointng deputy CMLA
(Ziaur Rahman) and the
ProclamatonofNovember 8, 1975
wereallinviolatonofthe constitu-
tion, which meansall his functions
and actions as the president or
CMILA were illegiumate, the court
observedintheverdict.

"Being beyond the ambit of
the constitution, the handing
over of the martial law author-
ity's office to Maj Gen Ziaur
Rahman by Abu Sadaat
Mohammad Sayem by Third
Proclamationon November 29,
1976, enabling the latter to
exercise the powers of CMLA,
was illegal and done without
lawful authority, And it means
subsequent functions and
actions as CMLA were 1llegal
and illegitimate,” the bench
announced.

Z1aur Rahman's becoming
presidentonApril 21, 1977 was

alsollegal, itadded.

After passing of the court
order petitioner's counsel ABM
Siddiqur Rahman Khan said,
"Some of the areas that the
court condones are closed-
transactions. For instance,
iIncorporation of Bismillahir
Rahmanir Rahim or resting
trust on the Almighty Allah in
the lifth amendment do not fall
under the purview of illegality
since the court feels that these
could also have been done
constitutionally.”

With the pronouncement of
the verdict, paragraph 3(a)l of
the fourth schedule of the con-
stitution became illegal. The
paragraph says, "The
Proclamations of the 20th
August, 1975, and 8th
November, 1975, and Third
Proclamatuon of the 29th
November, 1976, and all other
Proclamations and Orders
amending or supplementing
them, hereinafter in this para-
graph collectively referred to as
the said Proclamations and all
Martial Law Regulations,
Martal LawOrders and all other
laws made during the penod
between the 15th day of August
1975 and the date of revocation
of the said Proclamations and
withdrawal of Martial Law (both
days inclusive), hereinafter in
this paragraph referred to as the
said period, shall be deemed to
have been validly made and
shall not be called in question in
or before any Court or Tribunal
onany ground whatsoever."

Paragraph 18 of the fourth
schedule too became illegal. It
says, "All Proclamations,
Proclamation Orders, Marital
Law Regulations, Martial Law
Orders and other laws made
during the period between the
15th August, 1975, and the 9th
April, 1979 (both days inclu-
sive), all amendments, addi-
tons, modifications, substitu-
tions and omissions made in
this Constitution during the
saild period by any such
Proclamation, all orders made,
acts and things done, and
actions and proceedings taken,
or purported to have been
made, done or taken, by any
person or authority during the
said period in exercise of the
powers derived or purported to
have been derived from any
such Proclamation, Martal
Law Regulation, Marital Law
Order or any other law, or in
execution of or in compliance
with any order made or sen-
tence passed by any court,
tribunal or authority in the

exercise or purported exercise
of such powers, are hereby
ratified and confirmed and are
declared to have been validly
made, done or taken and shall
not be called in question in or
before any court, tribunal or
authority on any ground what-
soever.”

The verdict came in
response to the writ petnition
filed by Masudul Alam on
behalf of Bangladesh Italian
Marble Works Company
(BIMWC) to reclaim a cinema
hall at Waizghat in Dhaka that
the company lost during the
militaryrule.

The BIMWC owned the
Moon Cinema Hall at
Waizghat. But after the inde-
pendence, the cinema hall was
declared abandoned and the
government handed it over to
the Muktijoddha Kalyvan Trust.
'he marble company filed a
writ petition in 1976, staking its
claim on the theatre. In 1977,
the HC asked the government
to hand over the hall to the
company. However, the MLR 7
negated the HC order, making
the cinema hall continue to be
anabandoned propérty.

In 1994, the BIMWC again
filed a writ petition. But the HC
and later the Appellate Division
said that since the fifth amend-
ment has validated the MLR 7,
the company cannot claim
ownership of the property.

In 2000, the BIMWC moved
against the validity of MLR 7.
The implications of the pet-
tion have turned out to be far-
reaching as it hits a wide area of
unconstitutional and undem-
ocratic power transfers during
the volatilemid-'70s.

While passing the judg-
ment, the HC made a number
of observations. It said actions,
such as military law and mili-
tary proclamation by anyone
who has come to power uncon-
stitutionally, would be consid-
ered illegal as unconstitutional
actions can never be validated.

The constituion must take
precedence over everything
under any circumstances as it
reflects the will of the people
Parliament, judiciary, adminis-
tration, defence and everything
else must remain accountable to

the constitution.
In another observation, the
HC bench said if the state

declares a state of emergency, it
must follow the constitution.
Only the president can declare
emergency in accordance with
the constitutional provisions
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