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Power crisis
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She said her government will

fix minimum wage for labour-
ers in line with the market
price.

The premier said the pres-
ent government has already
formed a tripartite committee
comprised of workers, owners
and government representa-
tives to ensure the rights of

labourers.
Thousands of activists and

leaders of the AL and its asso-
ciated o ations attended
the rally, the first public meet-
ing of Hasina since she
assumed the office of pnme
ministeron January 6.

The premier sat behind a
bullet-proof glass on the dais
and also delivered speech
from a podium walled with
bullet-proof glass amid tight
security.

Several central party lead-
ers were not even allowed to
go near the dais.

Processions from Dhaka
and its adjoining areas
marched to the Paltan Maidan
shortly after 12:00noon.
Thousands of party activists
and leaders carrying banners,
placard and festoons reached
the venue on foot as vehicular
movement on all roads
around Paltan Maidan was
restricted.

But there was no traffic
congestion on the streets in
and around the area on the
dayasitwas apublic holiday.

As the Paltan Maidan got
jam-packed, many had to
listen to the premier's speech
standing at Zero Point,
Muktangan, Bangabandhu
Avenue, Dainik Bangla and
Rajuk Bhaban.

Referring to militancy,

Hasina said investigations
show that ministers and law-
makers of the previous BNP-
led alliance government
patronised militants and
damaged the country’s image
abroad.

Commenting on the sei-
zure of 10 truckloads of fire-
arms and ammunition,
Hasina said the involvement
of former BNP ministers and
lawmakers in it is coming out
gradually.

The premier said some
undesirable incidents
occurred in the four-month

e of the present govern-
ment which settled those
successfullyone after another.

Criticising some opposi-
tion leaders for their remarks
about the massacre at the BDR
headquarters, she said 57
officers were killed in the
incident but their (BNP) state-
ments indicated that they
would be happy if more lives
were lost and a civil war had
broken outin the country.

*You have to remain alert as
conspiracies are still going
on," Hasina said.

She sought people's coop-
eration to foil all 'conspiracies’
and build the 'golden
Bangladesh' dreamt by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

"These days of sufferings
will not last longer. We shall
bring happiness to people’s
lives," she said.

Sramik League President
Abdul Matin Master presided
over the rally attended by,
among others, Abdul Jalil,
Abdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed,
Suranjit Sengupta and engi-
neer Mosharraf Hossain.

Ensure power
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Several hundred leaders,

workers and supporters of
BNP and its associate organi-
sations attended the rally,
apparently the first showdown
since the December 29 elec-
tion debacle, amid stringent
security measures. They came
to the venue in processions
and chanted slogans against
the government.

Rejecting all allegations of
corruption against herand the
‘prévious BNP goveérnment,
Khaleda blamed thé Awdmi
League government and the
last caretaker government for
the ongoing "chaotic” situa-
tionin the country.

She threw challenges to
archrival Hasina, asking her to
prove the Tk 20 thousand
crore corruption in the power
and energy sectors during
BNP's rule as Hasina said at
her Friday rally at Paltan
Maidan.

"Corruption started during
the Awami League govern-
ment and it reached the high-
est level during the caretaker
government,” she said, adding
that maximum irregularities
have taken place during the
latter's tenure.

The former prime minister
claimed that corruption was
reduced after BNP assumed
power and success came in all
sectors including investment,
production and employment.
"But many BNP leaders and
workers have been arrested in
thename of corruptionand on
false propaganda against
BNE" she said.

During her about 50-
minute speech, Khaleda
bitterly criticised the last
caretaker government for
“destroying” the country's
image and "hatching conspir-
acy” to render the country
dysfunctional. She also criti-
cised it for price hike of essen-
tials and claimed that rice
price was only Tk 16-17 during
herrule.

Refuting Hasina's Friday
claim that the previous BNP
government could not gener-
ate single megawatt of elec-
tricity, Khaleda said her gov-
ernment added 1,280MW of
power to the national grid. She
lambasted Hasina for giving
false information and making
confusing statements.

The BNP chairperson
alleged that the government
could not give people any-
thin_ in the last four months
and has rather created prob-
lemsin sector.

"Politicisation is going on
across the country...Even
government employees can-
not perform their duties prop-
..Universities and medical
co have closed one after
another, teachers assaulted. Is
this the 'digital Bangladesh'

Muggers
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himbyshooting,

was rushed to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) where ﬁe
was u;:ﬁrgoing treatment,
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you dreamt of? Is this the
charter of change?” Khaleda
said, pointing to Hasina.

"They [ruling party] have
killed 100 leaders and workers
of BNP and wounded about
30,000," she said. "How will
those, who cannot control
their own activists, run the
country and ensure people’s
security?”

Khaleda said the ruling

arty confused the people by
making false pledges before
“now? they
want to imipose their failure on
to the opposition's shoulder.
“The government is firing
employees instead of giving
jobs to at least one person of
each family of the country,”
shesaid.

"Someone wanted to ban-
ish me from the country and
now someone wants to oust
me from my house. You all
know about the torture on my
family members and myself
but in any situation we will be
beside the people,” she said.

Khaleda also criticised the
PM for her role regarding the
BDR incident. She said time
was extended for submitting
investigation report only to
protect the real conspirators.

BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain,
Standing Committee member
Moudud Ahmed and
Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain, city Mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka and party
leaders Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury, Hannan Shah,
MK Anwar, Abdullah Al
Noman, Mirza Abbas,
Goyeshwar Chandra Roy and
Selima Rahman, among oth-
ers, addressed the rally with
Sramik Dal President Nazrul
Islam Khan in the chair.

Upazila
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said, “We want a proper direc-
tion of work, equal involve-
ment in development activi-
ties and equal allocation of
funds to be able to execute
them.”

Others pointed out that the
local UNO and MPs still have
the last word on any develop-
ment workin their areas.

During the upazila election
in January this year, 1936
women candidates contested
480 seats across the country. A
total of 475 women were
elected.

Ayesha Khanom, chairper-
son of BMP said, empower-
ment of women has to be
ensured from the grassroots
level by increasing their repre-
sentation.

She urged all the elected
women to create their own
forum, and to work as a pres-
sure group in the parliamen-
tary standing committees to
ensure implementation of
women'srights.

Ayesha also noted that the
government's recent decision
to appoint local lawmakers as
advisers to the upazila
parishad would act as a barrier
to the democratic running of
the local government.

Among others, Maleka
Banu, general secretary of
BMP, Prof Salahuddin M
Anisuzzaman of the depart-
ment of public administration
at DU spoke on the occasion.

50injured
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as Hanu, Mintu, Samrat, Yunus,
Badsha, Harun, Ripon, Durul,
Habib, Mamun and Alam who
are undergo treatment at
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital. Others were admitted

tolocal clinics.
Witnesses said the clash

erupted when cloth traders
Salim and Sipon took jeweller
HamndraN; Kuwarurll- phys-
ically at his shop Laxmi
Icwelrcm over selling a gold
chain.

The news prompted the
jewellers to retaliate and mg
ransacked around 30 clo
shops and damaged furniture,
clothes, electronics materials,
shop board, fan and other

properties.

ter, both sides chased and
hurled bricks on each other and
the incident left vehicle, rick-
shawand passerby's movement
sus ndegfornnehour.,

t least five policemen
including Boalia thana Officer-
in-Charge Ramzan Ali, Sub-
Inspector Abdus Sattar Khan
and Daily Amar Desh photo
journalist Asaduzzaman Asad
sustained injuries during the
clash.

Later, Rapid Action Bartalion
(Rab) and additional police
forces rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under
control.

Saidur Rahman Chan, presi-
dent of Rajshahi Cloth
Businessmen Association
claimed that properties worth
around one crore taka and
money were looted during the
attack.

“Our business will remain
shut until the loss is compen-
sated," headded.

Besides, Reaz Uddin, presi-
dent of Rajshahi Gold
Businessmen Association
claimed thatatleast 30 g‘lewellers
were injuredin the clash.

64 civilians
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Sri Lanka's defence ministry
on Saturday rejected satellite
imagery issued by the United
Nations in support of allega-
tions that security forces
shelled a civilian area last
month.

The defence ministry said
the allegations, based on UN
aerial images posted on the
UNOSAT website and used
on several foreign television
channels, had "no scientific
validity” unless there was
verification on the ground.

"Conclusions drawn from
the interpretations of these
images have no scientific
validity,”
responding to reports the
military had shelled an area
the government itself had
designated ano-fire zone.

The pictures showed
craters which were formed
inside the zone between
February 15 and April 19, the
day before the army
breached the Tigers'
defences and civilians
started to pour out.

"The imagery is fairly
clear and shows the time, so
anybody can study and
compare them,"” the head of
the mapping unit at
UNOSAT, Einer Bjorge, told
the Al Jazeera television
network.

He said the pattern of the
craters would have required
air power.

Sri Lanka has consistently
denied it used heavy weap-
ons against civilian popu-
lated areas and last week
announced it had ordered
security forces not to use

heavy calibre weapons and
aerial strikes.

20 injured
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BNP workers sat at an arbitra-
tion meetingin the morningto
settle a dispute over the own-
ership of a shop and a piece of
land in the bazar, as leaders of

the two rival parties had long:

been at loggerheads over
taking control of the land and
theshop.

Atone stage, activists of the
two parties locked in an alter-
cation and attacked each
other.

As a team of police from
Baktabali outpost rushed in
and tried to calm boths the
feuding groups, AL activists
allegedly attacked the police-
men, leaving at least 20 people
injured. :

Assistant Superintendent
of Police (ASP) at Fatulla
Model Police Station Mir Abu
Tauhid said police fired 11
blank shots to bring the situa-
tion under control.

Contingents of police have
been deployed in the area as a
tense situation prevailed
there, he said.

S0 nibone't e d )
Superintendent of Police
Biswas Afzal Hossain said
those involved in assaulting
police and damaging shops
would be broughttojustice.

AL activists also confined SI
Shamsul Haq and constable
Motaleb in their local office
and beat them up, leaving
them injured.

On information, Fatulla
thana police rushed to the
spot and brought the situation
under control. Police charged
baton and fired 11 blank shots
todisperse the troublemakers.

Locals said Fatualla thana
AL President Saifullah Badal
and General Secretary
Shawkat Ali are involved in
extortion and other criminal
activities, They are allegedly
sheltered by a former AL law-
maker.

the ministry said, '
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Coarse rice
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other varieties of rice in the

city markets during the
period.

Within last two days, the
price of polao rice went up by
Tk 13-15 per kg in the city's
markets.

In the city's retail markets,
per kg coarse rice was sold at
Tk 21-23 yesterday compared
to Tk 19-21 last week while Tk
18.50-21.50 per kg in the
wholesale market compared
to Tk 15-18 aweek back.

In Mohammadpur Krishi
Market (wholesale rice mar-

ket) Ekota Rice Agency man-

ager Masud Rana said "The
prices of old rice and newly
harvested rice have gone up in
the markets in rural areas. The
polao rice that they sold for Tk
50 per kg two days back had to
be sold for Tk 64 yesterday as
g ewpDly. fxom
Chapainawabganj came down
drastically within last four
days."

Nizamuddin, general
secretary of Dhaka's biggest
rice wholesale market
Babubazar and Badamtali,
said when the government
wanted market price of rice to
fallit happened so butnow the
price is going up as the govern-
mentwants so.

He said, since the govern-
ment has fixed therate at Tk 22
per kg, the sellers also have
hiked the price of new rice,
which is arriving in the market
but it would not be clear
before about one week what
the trend of rice price will be as
the price in Dhaka will depend
onsupply.

Nizamuddin said the price
of paddy increased by Tk 70-
100 per maund (37.32 kg) in
the rural markets over the last
five days.

New paddy has started
arriving in different mufassal
(rural) markets. Those whose
paddy are still in the croplands

UZ chairman
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invited to tea by the officer-in-
charge (OC) of Banaripara
Police Station on Friday morn-
ing.

While he entered the police
station at around 10:45am,
Moni -- already waiting inside
the room of the OC -- threw a

teacup at Faruk and ordered

hiscadrestobeathimup.
Monirul Islam Moni, mean-
while, denied the allegation.
When contacted he said he
had heard that some local AL
activists had engaged in an
altercation with the
Banaripara UZ chairman over
thelease of the local ferry ghat.
Faruk has sent a written

complaint to the Banaripara
police. Farukul Islam, OC of
the station, said that he had
received a written complaint
from the UZ chairman but was
unable to register it as a case
since registration of such a
case required 'permission
from higher authorities.'

BSF kills 2
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identified as Khalilur
Rahman, 35, son of Ekramul
Haque of Boalia in Kalaroa
upaz.ila;

BSF men of Khalisha camp
under Swarupnagar Police
Station of India opened fire
on some cattle traders while
they were trying to enter India
with their cattle near
Khalisha leaving Khalilur
dead on the spot, locals said.

BSF men took away the
body, sources said. When
contacted Lieutenant
Colonel Igbal Azim, com-
manding officer of 41 rifles
battalion, confirmed the
news. |

Our Lalmonirhat corre-
spondent adds: BSF men
killed a Bangladeshi fisher-
man at Daikhowa of
Hatibandha upazila in
Lalmonirhat near the main
pillar No 903 Friday morning.

BSF took away the body to
India. The victim was identi-
fied as Rashedul Islam, 30,
son of Akhter Hossain of
Daikhowa.

As Rashedul went to
Maldah Chhora river which is
located within Bangladesh
territory near the main pillar
No 903 in the morning to
catch fish, BSF members on
patrol of Lal Bazar camp of 46
No BSF Battalion opened fire
on him leaving him dead on
the spot.

The BSF members took
away the body to India, BDR
and local sources said.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) of
Daikhowa BOP company
camp sent a protest letter to
Indian Lal Bazar camp BSF
the same day. The letter
demanded immediate hand-
overofthe bodyto BDR.

Referring to the BSF reply
BDR said the body would be
handed over to BDR after
completion of its post-
mortem in India.

Commanding Officer of
Lalmonirhat 31 Rifles
Battalion Lieutenant Colonel
Golam Ambiya acknowl-
edged the matter and said the

situation on Daikhowa bor-
derisunder control,

are observing the market
trend though farmers have
expressed overall satisfaction
over the price of the rice in the
market, sources said.

Pius Costa, director general
of food directorate, told The
Daily Star that there were over
5.500 OMS dealers throughout
the country. Every dealerhad a
target of selling 1,000 kg rice
every day, six days a week but
they did not get favourable
response even after lowering
ofthe priceby Tk 2 perkg.

Dropping
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were filed by the Anti-
Corruption Commission
(ACC) on various charges
including corruption and
extortion.

According to the Criminal
Law Amendment Act 1958,
none of the cases filed by the
ACC and currently under trial
can be withdrawn without the
consent of the ACC. So, the
government move to with-
draw "politically motivated"
cases largely depends on the
stance of the anti-graft watch-
dog, legal experts said.

Amending the act in 2004,
the government empowered
the ACC to withdraw cases it
files. Before the amendment,
the government held the
authority to withdraw those
cases.

Law Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Shafique Ahmed yesterday
told The Daily Star that they
would examine if the ACC's
approval is required for with-
drawing the cases.

When his attention was
drawn to the provision, MPP
Abdullah Abu said he is mak-
ing his opinion exercising the
authority of section 494 of the
Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC). "The ministries con-
cerned will look into the mat-
ter regarding the ACC's
approval,” he said.

The law minister, who is
also heading the government-
formed high-powered com-
mittee to review "politically
motivated cases”, said the
committee is yet to convene a
meeting. He said the home
ministry would place the cases
before the committee for
review.

Since the government's
move to review "politically
motivated" cases, 1,100 appli-

cations Have been submitted’

to Dhaka District Magistrate
and Deputy Commissioner
Zillar Rahman.

The district magistrate's
office has started sending the
applications to the MPP for his
opinion on the merit of the
cases. On receiving the MPP's
opinions, the district magis-
trate is sending those to the
home ministry for the next
course of actions.

Cantt house
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Cantonments issued a notice
asking the former prime min-
ister to vacate the house
within 15 days. The time limit
expires on

A counsel for Khaleda
yesterday told The Daily Star
that they have already pre-
pared the writ petition, and
may submititto the HC today.

The writ petition is based
on several legal grounds, he
said seeking anonymity.

The grounds include there
are no provisions for cancella-
tion of allotment of the house,
no time limit of the allotment
and no such condition that
she cannot carry out political
activities from that house, he
mentioned.

Earlier on April 23, Khaleda
served a legal notice on the
government to withdraw or
revoke within five days its
notice for vacating the house.

The legal notice, served by
barrister Mahbub Uddin
Khokon on behalf of the BNP
chief, said, “Appropriate legal
action would be taken if the
government does not with-
draw or revoke the notice
served on Begum Khaleda
Zia".

It said, "Soon after the
assassination of President
Ziaur Rahman on May 30,
1981, pursuant to a decision of
the government, a lease in
perpetuity was executed
between the president of
Bangladesh and our client in
consideration of a yearly rent
for the aforesaid property in
favourofourclient.”

The notice for vacating the
house is “illegal, malafide and
without jurisdiction,” it
stated.

Sources said the attorney
general's office is making
preparations to face any legal
challenge against the notice
served on Khaleda.

Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam recently said
his office is examining and
reviewing papers and docu-
ments relating to allotment of
the house, and other legal
points on the issue.

A number of prominent
lawyers including TH Khan
and Moudud Ahmed will

appear for Khaleda, sources
said.

Obama
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because of his ties to Islamists,

the US government has long
held Sharifatarm's length.

But now some Obama
administration officials say
those ties could be useful in
helping Zardari's government
to confront the challenge from
Taliban insurgents, the report
said.

The Pakistani government
ceded control of the nearby
Swat valley to Islamists in
February, signing a deal to
allow religious hardliners to
enforce Islamic law in the
region in order to end a bloody
two-year rebellion led by a
radical cleric.

But instead of disarming as
required under the deal, the

ban instead pushed fur-
ther south towards Islamabad,
taking over large swathes of
Lower Dir and Buner,

According to the paper, the
US move reflects heightened
concern in the Obama admin-
istration about the survivabil-
ity ofthe Zardari government.

The head of the United
States Central Command,
General David Petraeus, has
said in private meetings in
Washington that the Pakistani
government is increasingly
vulnerable, The Times said.

No one in the administra-
tion is trying to broker an
actual power-sharing agree-
ment between Zardari and
Sharif, the paper noted.

Butadministration officials
sar Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and Richard
Holbrooke, the special repre-
sentative for Afghanistan and
Pakistan, have both urged
Zardari and Sharif to look for
ways to work together, The
Times said.

2 murdered
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At Turag, Abu Zahir-al-Ubba hit
his father Abu Bakkar alias
Mollah's head with a chair
Friday afternoon during a
dispute over land, police said.

After several attempts to
admit him in local clinics,
Mollah was finally taken to a
hospital at Lalmatia in the
capital where he succumbed to
hisinjuries, said family sources.

Deceased's wife filed a
murder case accusing Ubba
with Turag Police Station. The
accused was taken in police
custody, said police,

In the other incident at
Gudaraghat in Shah Ali, ward
secretary of BNP Kabir sus-
tained bullet injury while a gang
of three armed criminals

way led was sreturninge
from Jumma prayers at a local
mosque.

Family sources said Kabir
wasrushed to DMCH.

However, police could not
ascertain the motive behind the
attack.

Meanwhile, at least five

eople were injured in a clash
Eetween people of former
lawmaker Mufti Fazlul Haque
Amini and some locals follow-
ingamisunderstanding.

Officer-in-charge (OC)
Golam Rahman of Lalbagh said
the Amini supporters thought
that his rivals were coming to
attack them. Panicked, they
started hurling brickbats on the
oncoming crowd, who actually
brought out a procession to
observe the May Day.

However, Lalbagh police
rushed to the spot and brought
thesituation under control.

201 tested
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at Zia International Airport
(Z1A) on Friday, said officials.

A special desk was opened
on Thursday at the ZIA for
screening passengers.

Swine Flu is a new subtype
of influenza that has the
potential to cause a pandemic.

The deadly virus HIN1 has
been detected in Mexico, the
USA, the UK, Canada, New
Zealand, Spain and Germany.

When contacted, Director
of the Institunte of
Epidemiology, Disease
Control and Research
Mahmudur Rahman told UNB
yesterday evening that screen-
ing will startat Chittagong and
Sylhet Airports, Chittagong
and Mongla seaports and
Benapole land porttoday.

"Later, Hili, Sonamasjid
and Tamabil land ports will
come under screening within
next two or three days,” he
added.

Mahmudur Rahman said
22 people were imparted
training yesterday for the
screening and quarantine
operation at those ports.

In Satkhira, special mea-
sures have been taken at
Bhomra Land Port to detect
and prevent the spread of
Swine Flu,

District Civil Surgeon Dr M
Ebadullah said the local health
office formed a two-member
medical team for the land port
to examine the travelers.

"If any traveler is found to
have fever, cough and sneez-
ing, she or he will be rushed to
the Sadar Hospital for treat-
ment where a separate unit
has been opened in this
regard,” he said.

Sources said on average,
250 goods-laden trucks and
40/50 travelers cross the land
porteveryday.

UNB Benapole correspon-
dent adds: A two-member
medical team has been
formed at Benapole land port
tocheck the travelers.
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76 militants
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Mohmand is one of seven

lawless tribal districts in north-
western Pakistan, where
Taliban militants frequently
attack security forces.

“The Taliban attack was
launched before dawn, troops
retaliated and heavy fighting
continued until early this
morning,” the spokesman said.

Two soldiers from the para-
military Mohmand Rifles were
killed and five wounded, he
said adding that 16 Taliban
fighters were killed.

Another security official
said three soldiers were miss-
ing after the clash, but local
administration official Saeed
Ahmed denied this.

Last month Pakistanitroops
backed by helicopter gunships
killed 18 militants in a military
operationin Mohmand.

The offensive was launched
to force militants to flee from
keyheights in the area.

Therugged tribal areas have
been wracked byviolence since
Afghanistan's Taliban regime
was toppled by the 2001 US-led
invasion, prompting hundreds
offightersto flood the region.

Noneofthe deaths or details
provided by the military could
be immediately confirmed
independently.

Abbas described "fierce
ﬁ%;hu'ng" in the northern area
of a strategic pass that heads
towards Islamabad and said
that 400 "well-equipped and
organised” Taliban were putt-
ing up "stiff resistance" in
Buner.

Ground troops backed by
helicopter gunships destroyed
nine mﬂcicﬁ:u vehicles and six
vehicles of "fleeing militants,"
he said. Three "suicide motor-
cyclists" were shot dead by
ground troops advancing on
narrow mountain tracks, he
said.

A suicide bomber blew up a
booby-trapped house I-(jlhngi
two paramilitary soldiers an
wounding eight others, said
Abbas, bringing the military’s
overall losses to 13 during the
offensive.

Another suicide bomber
was arrested after detonating
his explosives and wounding
himself, the spokesman said.

Pakistan ceded control of
the nearby Swat valley in
February, signing a deal to
allow religious hardliners to
enforce Islamic law in the
region in order to end a bloody
two-year rebellion led by a
radical cleric.

But instead of disarming as
required under the deal, the
Teliban mstcadpushedfurehes
south' fowards Islamabad,
taking over large swathes of
Lower Dir and Buner -- and
prompting the latest army
offensive.

The military accused mili-
tants of violating the peace
agreement by erecting multi-

e checkpoints, plantin

undreds of improvise

bombs, abducting government
employees and beheading four
other people in Swat.

Security forces killed two
militants who ambushed their
patrol in the Langar area of
Swat on Friday, military offi-
cials said.

People living in Buner said
Friday that the fighting was
heavy.

Hazrat Khan, 26, a teacher
in Sultanwas, said he, his wife
and four children had been
holed up at home for four days,
with food running low.

"I can see through chinks in
the door that Taliban are every-
where out there, I can't move
because of the curfew and
shelling,” he said.

On Friday, more than 50
armed Taliban stormed a local
paramilitary headquarters in
Upper Dir -- a district so far
shielded from the offensive --
and snatched then released 10
security forces personnel,
officials said.

Smugglers
loot

arms from
Rab men

Later found abandoned

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Organised smugglers
swooped on two members of
Rapid Action Battalion-5
(Rab) and looted their service
pistols with 16 bullets at
Tangon in Charghat upazila
yesterday.

Senior officials of Rab and
police rushed to the scene and
recovered the 7.62 bore pistols
abandoned, one in Charghat
and another in Matia areas
around 11:00pm.

The injured Rab members-
-Yunus Ali, 35, and M Shahinul
Islam, 32--were given first aid
at Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital (RMCH).

The incident took place
around 7:30pm when a team
of four plain-clothes Rab
members, parted in two pairs,
were patrolling at the scene
close to the border and chal-
lenged a phensidyl dealer.

Rab and police separately
held several people for inter-
rogation.

Nor wester
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and extensive damage caused

to power lines.

Deputy Commissioner
Kamol Krishna Bhattachariya
visited some of the badly
affected areas yesterday and
distributed relief to the home-
less people.

Swine flu
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Mexico Sunday and Denmark
and France joined the list of
countries reporting their first
cases.

The latest confirmed cases
bring to 16 the total number of
countries in which authonties
have announced swine flu
within their borders.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) puts the
total at 13 but France, Costa
Rica and South Korea have also
reported confirmed cases.

Mexico's government late
Friday raised its confirmed toll
to 16 dead and 381 infected.

Butin asign that authorities
may be containing the spread
of the disease, the country,
which has been at the epi-
centre of the outbreak, said the
new, multi-strain virus
appeared not to be as aggres-
sive as had first been feared.

"Fortunately, the virus is not
so aggressive -- it'snot a case of
avian flu, which had amortality
rate of nearly 70 percent,”
Health Minister Jose Angel
Cordova earlier told reporters.

Hong Kong Chief Executive
Donald Tsang was taking no
chances, however, in this
densely populated, sub-
tropical territory, sayin% he
would "raise the alert level
from serious to emergency.”

The Korea Centres for
Disease Control and
Prevention said in a statement:
"Test results have confirmed
the first probable patient,
whose case was reported on
Monday, was infected with
InfluenzaA (HIN1)."

The woman, reportedly a
nun, is expected to be dis-
charged from hospital
Monday, health officials said.

Elsewhere in Asia a New
Delhi hospital was monitorin
two patients suspected o
suffering from swine flu after
arriving from abroad, a senior
Indian government doctor
said.

The two men were being
keptin an isolation ward at the
state-run Ram Manohar Lohia
hospital in the national capital,
NK Chaturvedi, medical super-
intendent of the institution,
told reporters.

"Both ‘of them are under
observation in an isolation
ward, We have done all the tests
and samples have been sent to
the National Institute of
Communicable Diseases,”
Chaturvedisaid.

One of the suspect cases, a
35-year-old man, had arrived
on a flight from London over-
night while the other, 25, had
travelled from Texas on April 19
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and checked into the New
Delhihospital late Friday.

If confirmed, they would be
the first cases of HIN1 fluin the
country of more than 1.1 bil-
lionpeople.

The man who arrived on the
British flight "was found to
have classical symptoms of the
flu" but "he is in the suspect
category at the moment,”
Chaturveditold AFP.

AndinJapan, a four-month-
old US baby girl was undergo-
ing tests for swine flu, the
country's latest suspected case
ofthevirus, officials said.

The WHO has warned thata
pandemic is now imminent,
raising its alert level to five out
of six, but a senior official at the
UN agency said a vaccine was
in the pipeline.

"We have no doubt that
making a successful vaccine is
possible in a relatively short
period of time,” Mane-Paule
Kieny, WHO director of the
[nitiative for Vaccine Research
said, adding it may take four to
sixmonths.

With 143 infections con-
firmed in the United States
across 20 states, US officials
also said the outbreak did not
appear to be anywhere near as
dangerous as the 1918 flu
epidemic, which killed an
estimated 50 million people
around the globe.

"We do not see the markers
for virulence that were seen in
the 1918 virus,” Nancy Cox, the
chief of the Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention influ-
enzadivision, told reporters.

Most cases outside Mexico
have involved only mild symp-
toms of the illness that can be
easily treated with existing flu
medicines, and some experts
have suggested the virus may
have weakened as it was car-
ried outside the country.
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The writ petition has stated that
despite hundreds of criminal
activities including killing,
torture and looting against the
opposition leaders and workers
across the country after the 2001
polls, the law enforcement
agencies did not take appropri-
ate actions to save lives and
properties of the people.

The petition also said that
many people suffered
immensely and had been
deprived of the citizen's ri%hts
due to inaction of the law
enforcers and their failures to
perform duties.

The final hearing on the
petitionmaybe held soon.



