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Be more humane to workers

PM urges industrialists at May Day discussion

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on
Friday called upon the industrial-
ists to be humane to the workers
and meet their fundamental
needs, and requested the labour-
ers not to create any anarchy
destroying the country's exports.

“I request the garment own-
ers to be more humane to the
workers who should also be
patient and solve all problems
through discussions so that the

rt-oriented industry is not
affected during global economic
recession,” she said at a May Day
discussion, greeting the workers
at home and abroad on the
historicday.

This yearthe themeofMay Day
was 'Letus workers and owners-
uniteand trytochange days'.

At the programme organised
by the labour and employment
ministry at Osmani Memorial
Auditorium in the capital, the
prime minister said the govern-
ment would gradually open all
the closed mills to increase pro-
ductivity and create employ
ments.

Hasina announced that the
government would increase
retirement age of factory workers
from 57 to 60 and ensure their
wages in line with market prices
and set up dormitories for the
garment workers and arrange
rationing system for them.

She also assured that the
government would do everything
possible to ensure that people do
not suffer forfood.

“The rich are rich because of
the workers' toil. So the industri-

S5TH AMENDMENT

Hearing on
leave to appeal
petitions likely
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court (SC) may
hold hearning today on the
leave to appeal petitions
against the High Court (HC)
judgment that had declared
illegal the 5th Amendment to
the Constitution endorsing
late president Ziaur Rahman's
takeover and prevjous acts
from August 15, [975. /1244

The petitons have been
enlisted for hearing on today's
(Sunday) cause list of the
Appellate Division.

On August 29, 2005, the HC
upon a writ petition declared
the 5th Amendment to the
Constitution illegal, meaning
the rules of Khandaker
Mushtaque Ahmed, Abu
Sadaat Mohammad Sayem
and Maj Gen Ziaur Rahman
from August 15, 1975 to April 9,
1979 were unlawful.

The Appellate Division on
September 1, 2005 following a
government prayer stayed the
HC verdict.

The BNP-Jamaat coalition
government and Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Kalyan then filed
two separate leave-to-appeal
petitons with this court (SC)
againstthe HC verdict.

alists should be attentive to the
needs of the workers, and educa-
tien and healthcare of their chil-
dren,” the prime minister
reminded.

She also urged the workers to
remember that they live on the
industries saying “1 request both
the labourers and the industrialists
to create a congenial work environ-
ment so that we can prosper
together”

“We want to reach our goal of
change through industnalisation,
employment, workers' welfare and
increase in production,” the pre-
mier said, adding that the global
economic recession has some
opportunities, which must be
utilised to face the downitum.

The present government
believes that agriculture and indus-
try are the keys to econornic devel-
opment of the country where
farmersand workers play the major
role, she said.

“Therefore, it is not possible to
keep the development wheel
running unless the weltare of those

contributing directly to production
and development is ensured,
especially in this competitive
world," Hasinaadded.

She said the governmentis soon
going to declare a new industrial
policy under which the closed mills
will be opened and operated either
by the government or on the basis
ofpublic-private partnership.

Criticising that many mills,
including the Adamjee Jute Mills,
were closed by the BNP-Jamaat
alliance government, Hasina said,
“We have decided to establish
economic zones in different areas
of the country on the basis of local
resources.”

Referring to the pledge that
the government would arrange
employments of at least one from
each family, she said the govern-
mentis workingto that end.

She also sought cooperation of
allin this regard.

Stating that the government
would give highest priority to
agriculture and industry in the next
budget, the premier said it would
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increase fertiliser subsidy, ease its
distribution, and reduce fuel price
forirmigaton.

Turning to migrant workers,
Hasina said the governmentis very
aware of their problems and taking
necessary measuresto solve them

Many of the migrant workers
are unskilled, she sald, adding that
the expatriates’ wellare ministry
will take steps to train more people
foremployments abroad.

Labour and Employment
Minister Khandaker Musharral
Hossain, State Minister fordLabour
Monnujan Sufian, [LO Director in
Dhaka Panudda Boonpala,
Bangladesh Employers' Federation
President Kamran T Chowdhury,
and Jatiya Sramik League President
Abdul Matin Master also spoke at
the discussion presided over by
Secretary-in-charge of labour
ministry Ataharullstam.

After the discussion and a
cultural function, the prime
minister inaugurated a three-day
May Day Fair at the Osmani
Memorial Hall.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visits a stall at the May Day fair at Osmani Memorial Auditorium in the

city on Friday.

C'WEALTH MINISTERS' MEET MAY 17
Climate change, public health
to be high on agenda
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Health ministers from
Commonwealth countries will
meet in Geneva, Switzerland
on May 17 to discuss 'Health
and climate change’, a theme
of special relevance to the
Commonwealth's developing
countries and its small island
states.

The meeting, which takes
place annually on eve of the
World Health Assembly, is for
the Commonwealth health
ministers, senior officials and
delegates from non-
governmental organisations,
saysapressrelease.

Developing countries and
small island states in the
Commonwealth are already
experiencing some of the
negative impacts of climate
change, but lack the capacity
to plan and mitigate for its
predicted effects on public
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;- The meeting aims. At pro-
viding a platform for discus-
sion on the issue and an
opportunity for ministers to
share experiences and exper-
tise.

According to the United
Nations, an estimated 200,000
deaths each year in the world's
low income countries can be
linked to the impact of climate
change on health, through
crop failure and malnutrition,
diarrhoeal disease, malaria
and flooding.

Secretary General of the
intergovernmental organisa-
tion Kamalesh Sharma said,
“Climate change could reverse
progress made towards
achieving the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs)
in human development.
Tomorrow will be too late to
regain the progress we have
losttoday.”
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The meeting's ‘keynote
spedker ‘is ‘ProF Sir Andrew
Haines, diréctor of London
School of Hygiene and
ITropical Medicine. He 1s an
expert on epidemiology and
the study of environmental
influences on health, includ-
iIng the potential effects of
global environmental
change.

Prof Tony McMichael, a
world authority on health and
climate change, will deliver a
paper on ‘Issues for risk
assessment, risk management
and mitigation'. He is a profes-
sor at the National Centre for
Epidemiology and Population
Health at the Australian
National University in
Canberra.

During the one-day meet-
ing, Dr Margaret Chan, direc-
tor general of the World Health
Organisation, will hold a
dialogue with ministers.

Call to build
pro-people

healthcare

system
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A seven-week course titled
‘Executive certificate in public
health management' was
launched ataceremonyat Brac
Centrein the cityyesterday.

James P Grant School of
Public Health at Brac
University in collaboration
with AusAid is offering the
course tailored especially for
public health professionals
working in upazila level. The
course will begin today and
continue till June this year.

The course will mainly
focus on providing manage-
ment skills essential for effec-
tive and efficient management
of healthcare facilities, said
Prof Jamilur Reza Chowdhury,
vice chancellor of Brac
University, atthe programme.

Prof Dr Syed Modasser Alj,
adviser on health to prime

minister, spoke as the chief |

guest at the programme. He
emphasised the need for
sustainable quality manage-

mum utilisation of available
limited resources of the country.

Australian High
Commissioner Justin Lee, Prof
Dr Anwar Islam, director of
James P Grant School of Public
Health, and Mahbub Hossain,
executive director of Brac,
spokeon theoccasion.

The course will focus on
maternal and child health,
natural disaster, principal of
hospital management in the
context of Bangladesh, and
health information system.
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Three noted
citizens
honoured
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Speaker Abdul Hamid
Advocate yesterday called on
the guardians and child
organisers to make children
aware of some certain quar-
ters who distort the real his-
tory of the liberation war,

“Children have to be con-
scious of the quarters who
distort history and they
should be grown up with the
real history of the liberation
war and spirit of secularism,”
said the Speaker.

The Speaker was address-
ing a gala ceremony organised

to celebrate the 57th founding

anniversary of Kendriyo
Khelaghar Asar, a juvenile
organisation, at Central Public
Libraryauditorium in the city.

Three noted citizens
journalist Mozammel Hossain
Manju, juvenile litterateur
Kaiser Chowdhury and singer
Mita Haque -- were conferred
with 'Journalist Bazlur
Rahman Memorial Medal® for
their outstanding contribu-
tions to the society.

A total of 20 children also
received prizes for participat-
Ing in a writing competition
on 'Amader Muktijuddho'
(Our Liberation War) organ-
ised by Kendriyo Khelaghar
Asar across the country.

Speaker Hamid also called
on,the young generation to
know the rich cultural tradi-
tion of the country and work
from their own position to
build up the country with the
spiritofliberation war.

Expressing instant reac-
tions, the awardees said chil-
dren should be grown up with
the real history of the liberation
war and secular spirit, adding
that Khelaghar is doing exactly
thesame inthe last 57 years.

Educationist Prof Khan
Sarwar Murshid formally
inaugurated the ceremony
with Khelaghar Asar
Chairman Prof Panna Kaiser
in the chair, while its presid-
ium members and other
cultural personalities also
addressed the programme.

-Ghildren . of the .organisa-
tion - pectormed ag,a.cultural
sessionat the tuncnon.
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Winners of Journalist Bazlur Rahman Memorial Award pose with the guests at the award giving cere-
mony yesterday. From left are Prof Khan Sarwar Murshid, Speaker Abdul Hamid, Mita Haque, Panna
Kaiser, Kaiser Chowdhury and Mozammel Hossain Manju. PHOTO STAR
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Listen to BBC Bangla on Sunday: Shortwave 19 and 25 metrebands, 15450 and
11795 kHz respectively and FM 100 in Dhaka

On Monday-Tuesday (repeat): Shortwave 31, 25 and 22 metrebands, 9695, 11995 and
13790 kHz respectively and FM 100 in Dhaka

To participate in Sanglaps:
Call 00 SMS: 01812407020, email: beagali@bbe.ce.uk
Write to: BBC Bangla, Post Box-2060, Dhaka-1000
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Buy a new Grameenphone connection (Tk.
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with C140 handset and Tk. 1,500 free
talktime along with Tk, 2,000 free
Internet browsing with every E250
. handset *

Free Talktime
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* Enjoy Tk. 50 free talktime a month with C140 handset for 10 months & with every E250 handset, Tk. 150 free talktime a month along with 10
MB/month free internet browsing for 10 months.

» To avail free benefits of the offer, dial 4724 after purchasing the package or the handset » New subscribers can enjoy free talktime if the newly
bought connection (Smile, Xplore, djuice, Business Solutions prepaid, Business Solutions postpaid and GP Public Phone) & the handset are used

together
Validity of free talktime with C140 Is 7 days & validity of free talktime & internet browsing with E250 is 15 days » Subscribers can enjoy free benefits

with a minimum monthly usage of Tk. 100 for C140 & Tk. 300 for E250 handsets respectively

> Existing Grameenphone subscribers can buy C140 & E250 handsets only and enjoy free talktime of Tk. 250 & Tk, 750 respectively »

» Free talktime & free internet browsing will be

avallable on the 11th day of every calendar month and free talktime can be used to call any GP number (Except F&F, Night time call ra
i all z , : te, 1 -
special offer of 49 paisa) » VAT & conditions apply ; 1 . Fate, Lopi = 4pm
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