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Acquire science & IT skills to

face globalisation challenges

President tells students at UODA convocation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

President Zillur Rahman
yesterday said a meritorious
generation enriched with the
knowledge of information
technology (IT) and modern
science need to be created to
face the challenges and com-
' pentions of the globalisation.
“In the era of globalisation,
the degree of competition is
intensifying every day and we
have to prepare ourselves to
face the challenges,” he said.
He also called on all to work
together to uphold the stature
of the universities, which rank
high, to materialise the aspira-
tions of the nation.
The president made the

call while addressing the 2nd
convocation of the University
of Development Alternative
(UODA) at the Bangladesh-
China Friendship Conference
Centrein the city yesterday.

He said Bangladesh is a
country of immense potenti-
ality and so the aim of educa-
tion should be building a
knowledge-based society
apart from turning the huge
population into human
resources.

“The universities are not
only the centres of practising
text-based lessons, but also
the centre-points of creating
human values among the
students, practising freethink-
ing and building a decent

society,” he said.

The present government
has taken a programme to
create a generation enriched
with the knowledge of I'T and
modern science, he added.

"1 believe that with the
cooperation of all concerned,
the programme would be
implemented and Bangladesh
would strengthen its position
in the field of information
technology.”

Congratulating the new
graduates, Zillur Rahman
called on them to give utmost
priority to the development of
the country.

"Wherever you will be in
your professional life, always
remember the country and
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President Zillur Rahman distributes gold medals to successful graduates at the 2nd convocation of
the University of Development Alternative (UODA) at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference

Centre in the city yesterday.

countrymen. Never bow down
to injustice and untruth,” he
said.

In his convocation speech,
Dr Mashiur Rahman, adviser
to the prime minister on eco-
nomic affairs, said the current
educational system slipped
away from the policy of the
constitution and the spirit of
right.

Farhana Helal Mehtab,
coordinator of department of
law and human rights of
UODA, read out the written
speech of DrMashiur.

There is a huge difference
between Bangla and English
medium schools in primary
level and this difference
becomes wider in the facilities
in professional life, said Dr
Mashiur, adding that this
difference is also visible in the
private universities.

Reforms in the education
system are needed to ensure
the country's progress and
peace and to survive in the
competitive world with digni-
hed position, he said.

University Grants
Commission (UGC) Chairman
’rof Nazrul Islam said the
quality of education depend
on the university's infrastruc-
ture and standards and num-
ber ofteachers, library, labora-
tory and educational method.

A new amended version of
Private University Act 1992
will be formulated soon, he
said.

UODA Founder and
President Mujib Khan and
Vice-Chancellor Emajuddin
Ahmed also spoke.

A total of 883 students were
conferred undergraduate and
postgraduate degrees in the
convocation. Of them, 15
students were awarded gold
medals for their outstanding
academic achievement.

Set up more labour courts to ensure
rights of workers: Justice Rashid
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Karmojibi Nari, a rights organisation, holds a rally at Muktangan in the city yesterday marking the May Day and its 18th founding

anniversary.

Call for consensus to resolve
trans-boundary water crises
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Speakers at a discussion
yesterday said the country’s
water security should be
ensured and trans-boundary
water problems be resolved
in cooperation with the
neighbouring countries.

A national unity should be
builtregarding water security.

Dhaka Wasa
to purchase
lands to set up
water pumps
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To ease water crisis in the
capital, '‘Dhaka"Water Supply
and' Seweragel Authority
(Wasa) has decided to pur-
chase lands to set up water

The government mustreach a
national consensus to resolve
the water problems, they
added.

They also urged all to be
united and lodge a war of
logic against the proposed
dam at Tipaimukh which
would bring disaster to the
country and to the people of
India as well.

The speakers said this at
the discussion on 'Water
security: Conflict or coopera-
tion’ jointly organised by
Global Legislators
Organisation for a Balanced
World (GLOBE) and Coastal
Area Resources Development
and Management (CADMA)
at the National Press Club in
the city.

Dhaka University Prof Asif

Mazru) presenred arkemote

paper,at the  programine
moderated by CADMA
Adviser Hasna ] Moudud.

Former water resources
minister and Awami League
presidium member Abdur
Razzak said, “We have to
reach a consensus that the
water problems could be
resolved in consultation with
our neighbouring countries.”

The AL leaders suggested
that the country could resolve
water problems by holding
discussions with India, Nepal
and Bhutan. He urged all
parties to reach a consensus
over the issues.

Razzak said, “If the Ganges
Barrage was built, we could
utilise the water we get from
the Padma,” adding, “We
need cooperation from West
Bengal and they are ready to
cooperate us as they would
also face thesame problems.”
»<BNP -standing comanitiee
member, Mpudud , Ahmed
sald an all-party taskforce
could be formed after holding

informal talks with the politi-
cal parties in this regard.

He said the people of the
two countries, civil society
members and experts can
hold ralks about the disasters
that they are likely to face if
the Tipaimukh dam is built

National Press Club
President Shawkat Mahmud
sald the water diversion
policy of India is harming the
Bangla-speaking people both
In India and Bangladesh. He
hoped that the people of the
two Bengals would launch
movements against the
Indian water diversion policy.

The speakers further said
the government could send
an expert delegation to visit
Tipaimukh at the invitation of
the Indian foreign secretary.

The; meeting. ,was ,also
addressed byc Prof Zakir

Hossain, Prof MA Matin and -

Associate Prof Ataur Rahman.
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Justice M Abdur Rashid vester-
day said the application of the
existing laws is most important
toensurejustice in the society.

‘Forming or reviewing of
laws is not enough, implemen-
taton of that laws is also impor-
tant to ensure justice,” he
added.

The law commissioner was
speaking as chief guest at a
report launching ceremony at
the National Press Club in the
citv.

especially the poor are deprived
ofjustice.

Pointing to shortage of
judges in the Appellate Divison
the law commission chairman
said around 36 courts are carry-
ing out their duties with only
seven toeightjudges.

He stressed the need for
increasing the number of
judges and developing exper-
tise by the lawvers in the rele-
vantfield forabetterjudiciary.

On labour compensation he

worker must get compensa-
tions for deaths while working.

T'he report on 'Investigation
of workplace deaths:
Compensation, accountability
and legal reforms' was organ-
1sed by BRAC Human Rights
and Legal Services, and the
Centre for Corporate
Accountability.

It was revealed in the report
that police and the factory
inspectorate are failing to inves-
tigate whether workplace

number 1s only 18 across the
country.

The report said half of all
workplace deaths are the result
of the violation of the existing
health and safetylaws.

It was also revealed that in
40 percent cases health and
safety law failed to protect
workers and 80 percent of
dependent families are failing
to receive the adequate
amount of compensation
stipulated by law.

Terming the existing seven

Dhaka Wasa Md Shahjahan Al
Molla said this at a review

meeting of Direction and |

Maintenance wing of Wasa
yesterday, says a pressrelease.
Any future project propos-
als for the installation of
tubewell must earmark bud-
get allocation for the procure-
mentofland for the project, he
sald, adding that the land
owners will benefit from such
decision and Wasa would have
its own land for installation of
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Justice M Abdur Rashid speaks as chief guest at a report launching ceremony at the National Press

Clubin the city yesterday. On his leftis Dr Faustina Periera and on his rightis DrHameedaHossain.

The other recommenda-
tions include raising awareness
about existing laws amongst
workers and employers, provid-
ing trainingto the police and the
inspectors of factories and
establishments on the investi-
gation of workplace deaths.

Dr Faustina Periera, director
of BRAC's Human Rights and
Legal Services, moderated the
programme which was also
addressed by Mohosin Ali Khan,
executivedirectorof BLAST, and
rights activist Dr Hameeda
Hossain.

SDC DG meets
UCEP students
at Rajshahi
METRO DESK

Martin W Dahinden, director
general (DG) of SDC “(Swiss
Agency for Development and
Cooperation), Swiss
Ambassador Dr Dora Rapold
and SDC Manager
Jaquilline Schimid visited
m-ﬂajshahi Technical
on April 27, a
release o

The SDC DG said UCEP's
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The government is ready to face
any legal challenge from BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia over

KHALEDA'S HOUSE

Govt ready to face any
legal challenge

Says a ttorney general

we will legally turn down her
(Khaleda) points supporting the
petition in the court,” the attor-
neygeneral toldreporters after a
closed-door meeting with Law

trial and that the law, home and
foreign ministries will take
ng{zlessary steps to this end, he
sal

“The government will do

asked the officials concerned
to intensify efforts to improve
the water supply situation and
drainage system.

Deputy Managing Director
Dr Liakat Ali, Chief Engineer
Md Nurul Haque and superin-
tending and executive engi-
neers were present at the
meeting held at the WASA
Bhaban.

SCBA appeals
for withdrawal
of sedition
cases against
noted lawyers
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The Supreme Court Bar |
Association (SCBA) yesterday |

submitted applications urging
the government to withdraw
two sedition cases against some
lawyers, including Dr Kamal
Hossain, Barrister M Amir-Ul
[slam and Barrister Rokanuddin
Mahmud.

The cases were filed against
them on charges of vandalism
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Nagorik Sanghati forms a human chain in front of the Supreme Court in the city yesterday demanding
steps to protect the rights of migrant workers.

Swiss assistance sought

ionwide initiatives at differ. | (. B hotics nalds Nini . on the Supreme Court (SC) @ [l

nano il g nister Shafique Ahmed athis  everythingtotrya ises

mgﬂs of ‘m@i raining | her to leave her Cantonment secretariatoffice.a killers t)gf Eznggg:ggll:::he ggrf,m'm L tO 1 t C lmate C an e
would largely contribute | house. Attorney General Three additional attorneys MahbubeyAlamadded. ' b

to the growth of professional
skills development and create

MahbubeyAlam said yesterday.
He also said his office has

General -- M Enayetur Rahim,

MK Rahman and Murad Reza --

~ Replying to another ques-
tion, the attorney general said

SCBA secretary SM Rezaul
Karim, on behalf of the organi-
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their development assistance

power crisis. Solar panel is

em t opportunities for | peen examining and reviewing and two Deputy Attorneys his office is . . sation, submitted two separate to Bangladesh.” very suitable in rural areas and
mmwcmm relevant papers and documents General -- Naima Haider agd some US lega]c?;;glr?ftgu‘;nuc} applications to the lawminister | Swiss State Minister for “Bangladesh has already isla)nds of Bangladesh. It is
programme for its effectiveness on the allotment of thehouse to * Motahar Hossain Sazu -- were  out the way to bring back laun- With an appeal to take steps to Development Cooperation formed a 45-million-dollar environment-friendlyas well,
mn providing cation, skill Iﬂla.ledaiand other legal points  presentat the meeting, dered money from foreign withdraw the cases, Martin Dahinden met State fund to save environment. He further said, “We have
development MMMI Wellimﬂ ‘Sﬁuf- Sila In reply to a question, the countries. Supreme Court lawyer | Minister for Foreign Affairs Denmark has pledged to also sought Switzerland's
support for the children in the Mouﬁcgiltn Y’edt s eader attorney general said the gov- Earlier, Renata Lok Barnster Omar Sadatand court- | Hasan Mahmud atstate guest-  donate 10 lakh kroner to our assistance for supplying solar
cou i Iglllal ed;n i Ot mreponers fhrmnke_ﬁusn'ymg to bring back Dessallien, resident representa- keeper of Supreme Court | house Padma in the City yes- environment fund. I have panels,”

meh UCEP Executive might file a writ e killers of Bangabandhu tive of UNDP megt the law Rafiqul Islam filed the cases | terday. requested Dahinden so that The Swiss minister

petition with the High Court

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from

ministerathisoffice,

with Shahbagh Police Station

Talking to journalists after

Switzerland gives us assis-

described the idea as excel-

Director Brig Gen Aftab Uddin - differ : _

Ahmad presented a shor ;2?11;!:“@'13 the, goveriuignt fed t:m countries where they But neither the law minister | onDecember4and5in 2006. the meeting, Mahmud said, tance to combat climate lent, saying that his country

h%ﬂ#m I Khaleda files any writ N Sty treatti otil nor UNDP representative made I'he police have submitted | “Switzerland is an important change,” he added. may help Bangladesh in this

b vgholficials of UCEP wer€also | perition with the High Court 1 be signed with those colil:  on the isoues A en | charge sheets to thecourtin the SRR, DTt e Loy aeid - . eguad. dHe. aly aspured pf

present. nst the ent tries to bri L _ : angladesh. I have requested ment is putting emphasis on Swiss assistance in fightin
agai government notice, brm.gthem backfortheir  meeting, Theaccusedarenowonbail. | the Swiss minister to increase renewable energy to face climatechange. s
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