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Govt plans to
clip spending

® No recruitment to 10pc vacant posts
® Luxury car use to stop

® Outsourcing of low-level jobs mulled
REJAUL KARIM BYRON
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Khaleda, sons
.. apply for case
withdrawal

CHAITANYA CHANDRA HALDER and SHAKHAWAT LITON

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia and her family members yester-
day appealed to the government for withdrawal of 20 cases filed

against them during the last caretaker government.
Theirpettions come close on the heels of those filed by Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina.
Of the cases against Zia family, Khaleda stands accused in

four on graftcharges, herelder son Tarique Rahmanin 11--seven
on extortion, three on graft and one on tax evasion charge--her |
younger son Arafat Rahman Koko in five--three on corruption, |

one onmoneylaundering and one on extortion charge.
Khaleda's counsel Mahbub Uddin Khokon and some pro- |

BNP lawyers filed the petitions with the Dhaka district magis- | |8

trate.
They also filed petitions for dismissal of cases against the |

former prime minister s younger brother Shamim Iskander, his |
wife Kaniz Fatema, his two brothers-in-law Mustakim Reza and
Mustakin Reza and BNP lawmaker Moudud Ahmed. |

Since the government's move to review 'politically-motivated’ ;‘
cases, as many as 11,00 applications have been filed with District |
Magistrate Zillar Rahman, who is also deputy commissioner.

Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury, Deputy Leader of the |

I'he government is planning to outsource class IV employees
under revenue budget in posts that fall vacant because of retire-
mentorother reasons.

Itis also planning not to appoint for the time being any man-
power to 10 percent vacant posts at all levels as an austerity
measure to offset theimpactofthe global economic recession.

Economists have welcomed the plans but said it has to be
ensured that the existing manpower works properly.

I'he Finance Division is going to advise every government
division, office, directorate and firm to freeze 10 percent posts
temporarily as an dausterity measure, finance MINIStry sources
said.

Acircularin this regard has been prepared and it will be circu-
lated from the Cabinet Division down to the upazila level next
week, ministry officials said.

Replying to journalists yesterday at a hotel, Finance Minister
AMA Mubhith said, "There will be no retrenchment of govern-
ment staff. Many posts are vacant. No fresh recruitment will be
made against 10 percentof these vacant posts.”

Mubhith said action would be taken against government staff
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The government also downgraded the status of the ACC opened under the new Awami League govern- lowest responsive bidder, it will take another 24 Theruling Awami League, BNP. Jamaat-e-Islami and 26 other
chairman to a Supreme Court judge from the status of aminister | ment. months to complete the power PFUJZCI- parties had earlier submitted such reports by the previously R
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philanthropist Ranada Prasad Shaha
NEC okays Tk 23,000cr outlay |
The great philanthropist Ranada Prasad Shaha, an
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first half of the last century. His laudable contributions to | Al . *'
- I |
the cause of humanity, for the common masses, mainly In the revised ADP, the a]]ﬂf:dtlon from local resources was {
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After the abduction of R.P. Shaha and his son the Trust, guided and inspired by his centorTk 2,642 crore and transportsector 11 percentorTk 2 578 | | :
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l’rmls ation and empowerment in various fields. The process of development and ie. Al percentoftheoriginal allocation, |
undentakings is noteworthy, ' SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
Like other great sons of the country who sacrificed their lives on the altar of freedom of 2
our motherland, R.P. Shaha's Iife and glorious achievements are now a history, our
proud heritage. A precise information centre is Necessary to’preserve this rich 1 _ | B
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