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JMB patrons
sued in
Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

A torture victim of Islamist
militants filed a case against
about 70 people including two
former BNP ministers and a
lawmaker yesterday with the
Rajshahi court in Bagmara
upazilain 2004,

The accused include for-
mer postand telecommunica-
ton minister Aminul Haque,
former deputy minister Ruhul
Kuddus Talukhdar Dulu and
former BNP lahmalxer Nadim

Mostafa.
Abed All, an UP member of

Mirjapur village, lodged the
complaint against them for
abetting militants who
maimed him as he denied

paying them extortion.
hey have already been
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

MIGRANT WORKERS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Acknowledging serious malpractices in
the overseas employment sector in
absence of a strong regulatory frame-
work, the government yesterday pledged
strengthening of labour migration rules
to protect migrant workers' rights and
welfare.

It also promised to establish 34 addi-
tional vocational training centres, build-
ing of a gangway at Zia International
Airport for inbound passengers, and
formation of welfare committees with
expatriate Bangladeshis in labour receiv-
ing countries to address the problems of
migrant workers.,

The assurances came at a high-level

Strong overseas recruitment policy
Set up 34 additional training centers
Gangway at ZIA

Expatriates' welfare committees abroad
Centers abroad for female migrants

policy dialogue on "The Global Economic
Crisis: Impact on Bangladesh's Overseas
Employment Sector”, jointly organised by
The Daily Star and the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) in
Hotel Sonargaon of the capital.

"Migrants send home so much money,
but we have done little for them. This is
the time we should do something,”

Measures pledged to
protect rights, weltare

RLGERD GEE S

Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas
Employment Minister Khandoker
Musharraf Hossain said.

[t was the Bangladeshi agents or bro-
kers who pushed up the cost of migration,
purtting the poor people in trouble, he
said.

‘Ifan employer says he or she needs 20
peaple, our people say ‘'why don't you
take 200, If an employer says 'l cannot
pay levy for the workers’, the brokers say
‘we will pay it',” the minister quipped
referring to the malpractices in labour
recruitmentin Malaysia.

“"We should not trade in the miseries of
people,” Musharraf Hossain said, adding
thathe already started working to frame a

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Wake up call to
world leaders

to rise Im within this century

PINAKI ROY from Tromso, Norway

Tuesday,
Making a wake up call to world leaders, the former US vice
president said, "We can do only whatwe decidetodo.”

He was speaking at a press briefing during a conference titled, °
. ministerial level meeting

- yesterday when Arctic has

‘Melting Ice: Regional Dramas, Global Wake-Up Call’ in Tromso,
Norway.

Al Gore and Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs Jonas -
Gahr Store jointly hosted the conference, first of its kind on the :
. Experts at the meeting pre-
Jonas Gahr was also present at the press conference at Rica ; dicted that it might be van-
: ished within middle of this
Al Gore said human civilization has technology. All it needs -

. nottakenimmediately.

eve of the 'Arctic council' conference.

Hotelin Tromso.

now is the political will to reduce carbon emissions.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6 -

- Arctic study
- to get more

intense

* PINAKI ROY
Climate conference says sea level - ">

- The Arctic Council, a forum for
* climate issues and environ-
+ mental protection, agreed on
* close and increased coopera-

Scientists' recent finding that ice sheet of the Arctic and glacier : tion in carrying out research

of mountains may disappear by mid-21st century causing the  on the Arctic and identified a

sea level o rise up to one metre within this century is a matter of ;. UM ber of measures, includ-

great worry for the world, said Nobel laureate Al Gore on : ing a binding guideline for
- ship operation and revising
: the guidelines for oil and gas

« exploration in the Arctic.

The council sat in its sixth

been melting faster than
anticipated in the past.

century if proper measures are

SEE PAGE 7 COL 2

el {Hr“‘,v-_:!m—— -
& m ,. P VO
'q. ’J i >
Tl o ol Pl
. “,pn-' "llll'.f " .

. e s A
(NRVIRY - T p
VAL e SO e
4 i e T '

MUKHLESUR RAHMAN

Organised crimes
by hijras shoot up

Proshika boss
asked to go

Protesters tell of his monetary

A large number of hijras (hermaphrodite) are now getting
involved in criminal activities specially mugging, stealing and
toll collection at city's different intersections, posing a threat to
lawand order.

Police said some eunuchs of the city are active in snatching
and stealing at different intersections, including Mohakhali,
Farmgate, Kakrail, Shyampur, Karwan Bazar, Airport, Paltan,
Shahbagh, Jatrabari, Uttara and Tejgaon.

People at different parks and open places, including
Sangshad Bhaban area and Chandrima Udyan often fall victim
of their harassment. The hijras snatch and steal valuables using
various techniques like in the name of seeking alms.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

indiscipline, political ambition
TAWFIQUE ALl

Employees of Proshika -- country's one of the largest non-
government development organisations (NGO) -- staged a day
long demonstration yesterday at their headquarters demanding
removal of their chief Qazi Faruque Ahmed.

Some two hundred Proshika employees, forming a human
chain and staging a sit-in on Proshika Bhaban premises in
Mirpur of the capital, alleged that Faruque's monetary indiscip

' SEE PAGE 7 COL 7
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Immigration officers on duty at Zia International Airport wear protective masks yesterday as incoming passengers travelling from |

1

regions with confirmed cases of Swine flu are being asked to report to a health support desk.

Swine flu claims first
victim outside Mexico

Several cases reported in Europe;
WHO to sit for solution

AGENCIES, London

A Mexican child has died of swine flu in Texas -
the first death from the virus outside Mexico,
whereitmay have killed as many as 159 people.

Officials say the 23-month child had been
visiting relatives in the Houston area when he

becameill.

The United States has confirmed 91 cases of
swine flu in 10 states, the US Centers for
Prevention
Wednesday, up from 65 cases in six states the

Disease Control and

day before.

Most of the US cases have been relatively
mild, with only a handful of sufferers requiring
hospital treatment. Health authorities stress
that roughly 35,000 people die annually in a

regular USinfluenza season.

health emergencyatthe weekend.
"This is obviously a serious situation, seri-

ous enough to take the utmost precautions,”

the president said at the White House, adding -
. ministerial meeting on the

that "more extensive steps” may be required.

said
is necessary to control the impact of this virus,

he said, after requesting emergency funding of
1.5 billion dollars from Congress.

necessary.

- Screening to
~start at land,
-sea ports too

. STAFF CORRESPONDENT

. The government has urged the
" people to be cautious but not
+ panicked about the worldwide
. spread of Swine flu virus that

Nevertheless, Obama urged schools with |
suspected swine flu cases to close and calledon *
local officials to be vigilant in tracking sus- -
pected infections, after declaring a public . panicked since no case has
. been detected in the country.
. But be cautious,”

* Minister AFM Ruhul Haque

"Every American should know that the ’
federal government is prepared to do whatever -

: ing around the globe, the
. government has started health
President Obama urged local authorities |

across the US to be vigilant and shut schools if °
.inbound passengers,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4 |
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killed at least 159 people in
Mexico.

"There is no reason to be
Health

told reporters after an inter-

deadly flu at his ministry

yesterday.
With the deadly flu spread-

screening at the Zia
International Airport for

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Fugitive ]MB
man held

Pak troops retake

Security upped
in Bihar, Bengal

H

are alse fdellg d to know that

ﬁon}.hasa ‘-‘r:.-

s TRAT

S -

T LIt RR R R AT R LR r Ll ——

-~
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

I t Thi | d Philips BI’I zf
1
STAEE GORRESPORTENT aliban-held OWIl W IUERT ESie
starts in India
An alleged suicide squad | AP, Islamabad Rt e
member of Jama'atul NchLDrLIh;'m” i :

Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB) was arrested at city's
Shyampur early yesterday.

The arrestee was identified
as Sheikh Shahjahan, 43, son
oflate Sheikh Fayez.

A police team led by
Officer-in-charge (0C)
Alamgir Hossain of Shyampur
Police Station arrested

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

Helicopter-borne commandos took back a key town from the
Taliban on Wednesday as warplanes pounded militants to halt

their advance toward the Pakistani capital, the army said,
Pakistan is acting under intense US pressure to take a tougher

line against Islamist militants expanding from strongholds
along the Afghan border, where al-Qaida leaders including

Osamabin Laden may also be hiding,
In recent days, government forces have begun trying to drive

the Taliban back into the Swat Valley, from where they had
pushed out under cover of a creaking peace pact struck 1n

February.
Helicopters dropped troops near Daggar, the main town in

Prayer_Timing ﬁzﬂ:zg.?:;;::‘ :;?;2122?52?{? i b as 2 as naxal-affected in the third
April 30 The com man?i(us secured the town and were linking up with | phase. Two helicopters would
LS5 %, S e police and paramilitary troops already in the area, the statement be used in West Bengal and
Fajr 4-20 4-55 said. one in Bihar in view of the
Zohr 12-45 1-15 It didn't say how many troops were involved or whether they | naxal menace in some areas
Asr 4-45 | 500 clashed with militants who overran the district earlier this | there.
‘Maghrib 6-29 6-34 month. The naxals had unleashed
Esha 8-00 8-30 However, a Pakistani military official said army jets and | violencein parts of Jharkhand,
Sodroe: Jalemic Foundeton SEE PAGE 15 COL 7 SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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Hundreds of security person-
nel were deployed yesterday in
naxal-infested constituencies
of Bihar and West Bengal as
parts of these two states along
with other areas go to parlia-
mentary poll in the third
phase today.

There are ten constituen-
cies in Bihar and West Bengal
which have been categorised
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