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flu after past lessons

AP, Hong Kong

Before swine flu emptied restaurants and cine-
mas and made surgical masks a common sight in
Mexico, similar scenes unfolded in Asia earlier
this decade as it dealt with the back-to-back
healthemergencies of SARS and bird flu.

Both of those episodes offered lessons that
have helped China, Vietnam and other countries
prepare for the latest global health crisis, experts
and officials say.

Among the chief lessons: countries must
openly and honestly exchange information,
vigilantlymonitor for illness, aggressively quaran-
tine suspected patients and thoroughly prepare
emergency plans.

"If there's anything good that came out from
SARS and avian influenza, it's that we now have
better preparedness in China as well as in the rest
of the world," said Hans Troedsson, the World
Health Organization's representative in China.
"What is important is a transparency and an
openness not only with the WHO but also with the
public.”

Severe acute respiratory syndrome, better
known as SARS, began as a mystery illness that
sickened hundreds in' the southern Chinese
province of Guangdong in late 2002 and early
2003 with symptoms fever, coughing and short-
nessofbreath.

Chinese officials were flummoxed by the
disease and failed to inform the WHO of the out-
break for weeks, restricting media coverage in
order to preserve public confidence.

Within weeks, SARS had spread worldwide,
infecting more than 8,000 people from 37 coun-
tries before it disappeared. More than 770 people
died - 299 from Hong Kong alone.

In the wake of that epidemic, governments
began sketching a playbook for dealing with
disease outbreaks. Hong Kong built a special
hospital unit dedicated to handling infectious

A file photo shows Italian
Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconl (R) and his
wife Veronica Lario in
Rome. Italian Prime
Minister Silvio
Berlusconi's penchant for
prefty women is a source
of "suffering” for his wife,
she wrote in an open letter
published yesterday. "l
want it to be clear that |
and my children are the
victims and not accompli-
ces in this situation. We
must put up with it and
that makes us suffer,”
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diseases and improved isolation facilities and
ventilation at other hospitals. Thermal imaging
equipment to detect high body temperatures
were installed at airports and border-crossings
across Asia and elsewhere,

An increased awareness of personal hygiene -
wearing masks and washing hands frequently -
during SARS also contributed to asharp decline in
regular flu cases in 2003, said LoWing-lok, a Hong
Konginfectious diseases expert.
~ In Canada, where SARS killed 44 people in
Toronto, the government created the Public
Health Agency, whose mission is to prevent and
control infectious diseases. Thousands of hospi-
tals, schools and churches now have pandemic
plans thattheydidn'thave before SARS.

Countries have also built large reserves of anti-
viral drugs. Canada has a national stockpile of 55
million doses of anti-viral drugs. Hong Kong
keeps 20 million doses.

Governments moved more aggressively when a
second major epidemic hit Asia just months later -
avian influenza. Governments slaughtered hun-
dreds of millions of poultry in a bid to contain the
virus. Since then, near yearly outbreaks of bird flu
havespread to Europe, the Middle Eastand Africa.

More than 250 people have died from bird flu,
mostly from direct contact with infected poultry,
but each human infection raises the chances that
the virus will mutate, becoming more easily
passed among humans and unleashing a global
pandemic.

Not all lessons are applicable to the swine flu
outbreak. Yuen Kwok-yung, a Hong Kong micro-
biologist who studied the SARS virus, said some
people with swine flu may notshow symptoms in
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Asia braces for swine =&

The Daily Star

PHOTO: AFP
People walk on Pino Suarez station subway, in Mexico City yesterday. Mexico is the epicenter of a

deadly swine flu outbreak, which has been blamed for more than 150 deaths nationwide, while the
number of cases under observation has reached 1,614. Some experts said the spread of swine flu

meant a pandemic Is now certain. The UN World Health Organisation (WHO) said it was still not inevi-
table however eventhough it has raised its alert to an unprecendented level four,

the early stages, making it hard to know who and
when to quarantine - a tactic widely used in con-
trolling SARS.

Governments dealing with the swine flu threat
have drawn on these experiences and put in effect
emergency plans.

Turkey blast kills
nine soldiers

BBC ONLINE, Ankara

At least nine soldiers have
been killed in a landmine
explosion in south-eastern
Turkey, officials say.

Military sources blamed
Kurdish rebels for the
attack on a road linking the
predominantly Kurdish
cities of Diyarbakir and
Bingol.

Correspondents sayitis the
deadliest attack on security
forces formonths.

Thismonth, 51 people were
arrested on suspicion of
belonging to the banned
Kurdistan' Workers' Party
(PKK). It has been fighting for

autonomysince 1984,

The soldiers had been
travelling on an armoured
personnel carrier accompa-
nied by a tank when the bomb
buried along the roadside was
detonated.

The soldiers had been
looking for possible roadside
explosives before the passage
of a military convoy later in the
day.

“The tank passed the same

spot, but the explosives went |

off when the armoured per-
sonnel carrier was passing,”

the head of Turkey's armed |

forces General Ilker Basbug

said.at a press conference in | |

Ankara.
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Govt slashes priority

FROM PAGE 1

resources division could
spend only 43 per cent of its
allocation of Tk 520 crore in
the first eight months of the
current FY. In the revised ADP,
its allocation are being cut by
75 per cent and set at Tk 127
crore.

In the same fashion, tech-
nical assistance allocation in
the energy and mineral
resources division is being cut
by 26 per cent.

The ministry of agriculture
could spend only 24 per cent of
its allocation in eight months.
As a result, the ministry's allo-
cation is going to be cut by 33
per cent and fixed at Tk 196
crore in therevised ADP.

ERD sources said anumber
of meetings have been called
to sort out problems in imple-
menting the projects under
the power division but offi-
cials of the power division
remained absent from those
meetings. The cause of delay
in project implementation
canbe understood from this.

When asked about the
1equirement of foreign assis-
tance, the energy ministry
informed the ERD that they
would need assistance worth
Tk 1,238 crore. But later the
ministry cut the requirement
to Tk 289 crore, slashing it by
about Tk 1,000 crore over-
night.

An official of energy minis-
try said they cut the amount
after the finance ministry

discouraged them to go for
largerrequirement, asitwould
remain unspent.

However, the planning
ministry officials said the
present government came to
power with many pledges. If
the ministries fail to spend
allotted money it will be very
difficult to fulfil the pledges.

ERD sources said the
energy division gave detailed
project-wise causes ofdelayin
implementing projects to the
ERD. Citing a number of pro-
jects of ADB, it said no objec-
tion from ADB has to be

obtained for all activities from |

processing tender/service to
contract awarding, delaying
the projectimplementation.
As the prices of steel and
other products have gone up
in international market, ten-
ders were cancelled after

floating in the past. They also |

cited various other reasons.
ERD and Planning ministry
officials said these problems

persisted in the past. If pro- |
jects cannot be implemented |
removing these problems, the |

government's election
pledges would remain unful-
filled.

Giving

extracted from Barapukuria

coal due to inability to deter- |

mine the mode of extraction
over the years. On the other
hand, power generation is
being hampered due to short-
age of energy.

Govt to ensure

FROM PAGE 1

Hasina categorically said the
government would ensure
protection of freedom of all
religions and the minority
groups' freedom of expression
in the country:.

“The present government
believes in peace and prosper-
ity of the mass people, free-
dom of all religions and equal
rights of people of all walks of
life."

As the current situation of
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
came up for discussion, the
premier said the present
government is pledge-bound
to fully implement the CHT
peace treaty, signed during her
previous tenure as the head of
government.

She observed that the last
Awami League (AL) govern-
ment had been successful in
restoring peace in the hill
districts through political way,
putting an end to a conflict
situation in the region.

PM laid emphasis on unin-
terrupted flow of democracy
as she said it is proven globally

that "without democracy a
nation cannot attain develop-
ment.”

As Hasina and Gerard dis-
cussed cooperation in combat-
ing terrorism, the visiting naval
commander praised the PM's
proposal for forming
antiterrorism taskforce on the
regional plane.

Hasina was also hailed for
her prudence and wisdom in
tackling the BDR carnage
peacefully and quickly.

Gerard mentioned the
good relations between the
armed forces of Bangladesh
and France.

He congratulated Hasina
on the AL-led grand alliance's
landslide victory at the
December 29 polls and on her
assumption of the office of
prime minister.

PM's Office Secretary
Mollah Waheeduzzaman,
Military Secretary Brig Gen
Md. Salahuddin Miaji, Press
Secretary Abul Kalam Azad
and former ambassador
Ziauddin were present Jduring
the meeting.

Chicago school
closed on

swine flu case
AFP, Chicago

A Chicago elementary school
was closed yesterday after a
12-year-old student was diag-
nosed with a possible case of
swine flu, officials said.

"The school with stay
closed at least two days while
the department of health in
conjunction with the Chicago
public school system investi-
gates further,” Chicago Public
Schools chief Ron Huberman

said at a press conference.

—

Car bombs kill

41 in Baghdad

BBC ONLINE, Baghdad

Three car bombs exploded in
the Shia district of Sadr City in
the Iragi capital, Baghdad last
night, killing atleast41 people,
police said.

Local hospitals said more

than 70 people were wounded
in the blasts, which occurred
in busy markets in the impov-
erished area.

Suicide bombings last
week killed at least 150 people
in just two days.

Correspondents say the
violence has raised concerns
that Iraq could slide back into
sectarian conflict.

The Iraqi police said that
the bombs went off in quick
succession in three adjacent
markets in Sadr City.

Iraqgi security forces cor-
doned off the area, which has
long been a stronghold of the
radical Shia cleric Mogtada
Sadr.

The bombings are the
latest in a recent upsurge of

attacks, all directed against
busy Shia areas orholy places.

Last Thursday and Priday,
four suicide bombings killed
around 150 people, including
at least 60 at Baghdad's main
Shiashrine.

Theattacks are the kind of
provocation, blamed on mili-
tant Sunni Islamists, which
triggered and fuelled a deadly
spiral of sectarian violence in
2006 and 2007, correspon-
dents said.

One eyewitness in the area
hit by Wednesday's attacks
said that angry residents
threw stones at the Iraqi army
units stationed in the area,
accusing them of doing noth-
ingto stop the bombings.

Senior Iragi leaders have
played down the recent spate
of attacks.

They say they violence will
not affect plans for the with-
drawal of US troops from Iragi
cities by the end of June, and
from the rest of the country by
2011.

Specter's defection
roils US Republicans

AP, Washington

Pennsylvania Sen. Arlen
Specter is a Democrat again
following a decades-long turn
among Republicans, a defec-
tion that has the GOP warning
about the perils of unchecked
power only a few years after it
controlled both the White
House and Congress.

"The threat to the country
presented ... by this defection
really relates to the issue of
whether or not in the United
States or America our people
want the majority party to
have whatever it wants with-
out restraint, without a check
or balance,” Senate

Republican leader Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky said
Tuesday after Specter made
hisstartling switch.

The move left Democrats
with 59 votes in the Senate, and
hoping that Al Franken can
finally win a marathon recount
inMinnesota and become their
60th. That's the number
needed to overcome any
Republican filibuster aimed at
blocking President Barack
Obama’s ambitious agenda.

Even at their high point
during President George W
Bush's presidency, when
Republicans controlled both
houses of Congress, they were
well shy of 60 seats in the Senate.
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Invitation for Tenders

an example the
officials said coal could not be |

15 Designation of official inviting tender

I
1 Ministry/Division Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Resources/ Energy &
Mineral Resources Division.
2 Agency Pelrobangla
[ 3 Procuring entity name Bangladesh Gas Fields Company Lid. (BGFCL).

4 Invitation for Civil works.

5 Invitation Ref No. & date CD/HO/3(7)/2009, date: 26-04-2009

6 Procurement method Open tendenng method.

7 Budget and source of funds Own fund of BGFCL

8 Tender selling date & time 04-05-2009 to 26-05-2009 {dunng cash transaction hours

(08:30 hrs to 13:30 hrs)).
119 Last date and tme of tender | 27-05-2009 up to 11.00am.
i receiving
10 Tender opening date and time 27-05-2009 at 11.30am.
11 Name & address of the office(s)
- Selling tender document a. ~ Accounts Department, BGFCL, Head Office, Birashar,
Brahmanbaria.
b. Laison Office, BGFCL, House No-75, Road No-6,
DOHS (Old), Banani, Dhaka.
- Receiving tender document a. Cwl Engineenng Department, BGFCL, Head Office,
Birashar, Brahmanbarna.
b. Secunty Office, Titas Location-A, BGFCL, Ghatura,
Brahmanbaria. l
- Opening tender document Cvil Engineenng Department, BGFCL, Head Office, I
Birashar, Brahmanbana.
| | 12 Eligibility of tenderer -  Bonafide contractors/construction firms who have
minimum 05 (five) years of general expenence in
construction works;
Successfully completed of at least 01 (one) number of
cvil works during last 05 (five) years in a single tender
in govemment/semi govemment/autonomous
organisations of contract pnice:
a) forgroup No. A: Tk. 72.00 lakh;
b) forgroup No. B: Tk. 64.00 lakh;
c) forgroup No. C: Tk. 42.00 lakh;
d) forgroup No. D: Tk. 40.00 lakh;
! e) forgroup No. E: Tk 30.00 lakh;
| - Other qualifications as stated in Tender Data Sheet
(TDS).
13 Tenders name and other related information:
Group Description of works Pnce of tender Tender secunty Completion time
No. document (Tk) amount (Tk.) {(days)

A Construction of retaining wall & | 5,000.00 (Taka 2,95,000.00 180 (one hundred
boundary wall at South-East side five thousand) (Taka two lakh eighty)
of the area of proposed well No. ninety five
Titas 17 & 18, Brahmanbana thousand)

B. Construction of retaining wall & 5,000.00 2,60,000.00 180
boundary wall at North-East side (Taka five (Taka two lakh (one hundred
of the area of proposed well No. thousand) sixty thousand) eighty)
Titas 17 & 18, Brahmanbana &

5: Construction of retaining wall & | 4,000.00 (Taka 1,75,000.00 180
boundary wall at West side of the four thousand) (Taka one lakh (one hundred
area of proposed well No. Titas seventy five gighty)

17 & 18, Brahmanbara _ thousand)

D. Construction of retaining wall & 4,000.00 (Taka 1,60,000.00 180
boundary wall at South-West four thousand) (Taka one lakh (one hundred
side of the area of proposed well sixty thousand) eighty)

> No. Titas 17 & 18, Brahmanbana :

= Construction of retaining wall & | 4,00000(Taka | 1,25,000.00 180
boundary wall at North side of | fourthousand) | (Taka one lakh (one hundred
the area of proposed well No. | twenty five eighty)
Titas 17 & 18, Brahmanbana I thousand)

14 Name of official inviting tender Md Taufiqur Rahman Tapu.

_Deputy General Manager (Civil Engg).

16 Address of official inviting tender

Cwvil Engineenng Department, BGFCL, Head Office,

17 Contact details of official inwiting tender

Birashar, Brahmanbana.
E:i: 10351-58141. 58428 | Fax No. 0851-58758
{11

18 Special instructions

a. The aloresaid nofice is also available at CPI
website www.cptu.gov.bd, Petrobangla websile
www.petrobangla.org.bd and BGFCL website
www.bglcl.org.bd;

b. If the tender cannot be received and opened due
to any unavoidable circumstance or holiday(s) on
scheduled date and time, the same shall be
opened on the subsequent working day at the

_ : _ same venue and time.
19 H\: procunng entity reserves the nght to accepl or reject all tenders without assigning any reason
tsoever.
 PRS-09/09/21(Civi) :
GD-2188 Deputy General Manager (Civil Engg) |
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