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"Take action
against govt
land grabbers'
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KHAS LAND DISTRIBUTION

Irregularities worsen

A parliamentary standing
committee yesterday asked

crisis in haor regions

Says Speaker Abdul Hamid

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jatiya Sangsad Speaker Abdul
Hamid Advocate yesterday
said irregularities in the khas
(fallow) land distribution and
corruption of local land offices
worsen the crisis in haor (water
body] regions of the country.

The socio-economic condi-
tion of around 32,000 square
kilometre haor regions Iis
extremely deplorable, he said,
adding that education, health
and food security are also
severely weak in the areas due
to poor infrastructural condi-
tion and adverse weather.

The Speaker, who also hails
from haor region, said this while
addressing a workshop on
‘Dynamics ofkhas land manage-
ment settlement in haor basin’
as the chief guest at the LGED
auditoriuminthe city.

Power and Participation
Research Centre (PPRC) and
Concern Worldwide,
Bangladesh jointly organised
the workshop to disseminate
the findings of a research on
Khas Land Management and
Settlement in haor Basin.

Presenting the findings, Dr
Abul Hossain, research fellow
of PPRC, said the total amount
of khas lands in the country is
12,63,752.2 acres and the
distributed amount is
7,59,438.7 acres, adding that
54,873.8 acres of khas lands is
illegally occupied, while
2,18,884.6 acres of khas lands is
eligible forlease.

In seven haor districts the
total amount of khas lands is
2,81,426.6 acres, while 8923.2
acres of khas lands is illegally
occupied, he mentioned.

Abul also said that more

than 56 percent beneficiaries,
who have already got allotted
khas lands, have been facing
problems with the allotted
lands in haor basin.

Pointing out some irregu-
larities, including weaknesses
in identifying landless, lack of
monitoring after distribution
of khas lands and corruption of
land settlement office, he
stressed the need for strong
enforcement of existing rules
and regularities in khas land
identification and distribution
process,

He also suggested for pre-
paring a systematic database
for landless and all citizens,
introducing cooperative sys-
tem of landless for proper
distribution and optimal
utilisation of agriculture khas
lands in haor, increasing legal
aid for the landless who were

allocated khas lands but not get
their possession and monitor-
ing over the distributed lands.

Speaker Hamid said home-
less people should provide
with khas lands in other places
instead of the lands in the haor
areas.

Suggesting for constructing
more submerged roads in the
haor areas, re-excavating beels
and removing lease system in
the rivers in haor areas, he
called on all to work sincerely
so that the real poor and land-
less families get the lands,

He also urged the con-
cerned organisations to hold
dialogues with the local public
representatives for the devel-
opmentofthe area.

Newly appointed
Bangladesh Bank Governor Dr
Atiur Rahman said formulating
a special policy for the lagged
region is amust as these people
always remain deprived.

Urging for budgetary allo-
cation for the neglected and
deprived populace, he sug-
gested holding debates on their
issues in parliament, introduc-
ing electronic database about
khas lands and continuous
monitoring after their distribu-
tion.

With former adviser Dr
Hossain Zillur Rahman, also
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Bangladesh Krishak Samity forms a human chain at Mutktangan in the city yesterday demanding that
Boro paddy procurement price be fixed at Tk 17 per kilogram.

Set up Information

Commission soon
Demands RTI Forum

METRO DESK

The Right to Information
(RTI) Forum, a network of
more than 80 organisations
and individuals, has wel-
comed the publication of
Right to Information law
2009 in the official
Bangladesh Gazette.

In a statement yesterday,

Shaheen Anam, convener of
the forum, stressed the
importance of setting up, as
soon as possible, the
Information Commission,
as provided by the Act.

To facilitate this, she
demanded that the selection
committee for the appoint-
ment of commissioners be
formed immediately in

defined RTI implementation
policy with clear delineation
of short, medium and long-
term targets.

The forum, together with
other stakeholders, will be
happy to work with the
government in developing
such a policy in a participa-
tory process, the statement
said.

The seminar was organ-
1sed jointly by the Coast
Trust and April 29 Smirity
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posal to the government to
hand over the maintenance
of existing cyclone shelters
to disaster management
ministry as most of them
are now in dilapidated
condition,” headded
Speaking as chief guest

grated housing policy for

sustainable development.
The speakers said the

government should provide

Azad, and Jamaat leaders
Advocate Ruhul Quddus Khan
and Md Badruddoza appeared
before the HC bench and

IS an Imam of a mosque in
Dhaka and TV personality on
religious programmes, and his
associate Mohammad Kazi.

In the case, Bhakta Ranjan
alleged that Maulana Abul
Kalam and Mohammad Kazi

owner shot

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

and Nata Shahid entered the
garage and sprayed bullets on
the owner's head and arms,
leaving him injured.

The injured was taken to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

regions of Dhaka, Tangail, Mymensingh, Jessore and

Kushtia, Met office said.

Prevailing mild to moderate heatwave over the regions of
Jessore, Satkhira, Chuadanga, Patuakhali, Rajshahi, Iswardi

The SC decision came upon
a leave-to-appeal petition filed
bythe ACC against the HC order
staying the verdict of a lower

lastyear stayed his conviction.

The HC came up with this
order, as Nasiruddin prayed to
the court not to proceed with
the pending writ petition. He
made the prayer as he got bail
from this court following the
pendingappeal.

In response to the writ peti-
tion filed by Nasiruddin, the HC

Appellate Division for hearing
yesterday.

After holding a brief hearing
on the petition, the apex court
dismissed it (petition) on the

Liberation War Museum in the
city as the chief guest.

The minister unveiled the
cover of the book titled

liberation forces for distorting
the real history of the libera-
tion war in the textbooks that
mislead the country’'s young

primary school children
across the country.

Cultural activists Hasan
Imam, Liberation War Museum

Convocation

The second convocation of
University of Development
Altemative will be held. Venue:
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre. Time:
11:15am.

Entrepreneur award

The award giving ceremony of
Young Entrepreneur Award 2008-
09 will be held. Venue: Sonargaon

HIV/AIDS risks

METRO DESK

The new findings of two stud-
ies have revealed that life skills
education (LSE) for vulnerable
youths can protect them from

(NASP), ICDDR,B and Save the
Children-USA, were dissemi-
nated ataseminaratICDDR,B in
the cityonTuesday.

The researches were con-

The studies suggested that
30 percent of youths had ever
had premarital or extramarital
sex, with a higher proportion in
the urban areas (33 percent)
compared to the rural areas (25

additional director general of
DGHS, attended the seminar
as the chief guest, while Dr
Ishaque Khan, line director of
National AIDS/STD

the concerned ministry to take
stern action immediately
against road transport organi-
sations that illegally grabbed
the government or priva
owned land or establishment,
The parliamentary stand-
ing committee on labour and
employment ministry
expressed deep satisfaction
over the incident of grabbing
government land or establish-
ment by some 'unregistered'
road transport organisations.
The committee chief
Shahjahan Khan directed
officials of the ministry to
rescue the government land or
establishment grabbed by
different organisations.

He also asked the leaders of
labour union to cooperate
with the local administration
in this regard.

Committee members
Abdus Sattar, Shahiduzzaman
Sarker, Manoranjan Shil Gopal
and Israfil Alam were also
present at the meeting.

BDR driver
dies at DMCH

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Bangladesh Rifle (BDR)
driver died at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital last night
where he was undergoing
treatment since March 17.

The deceased was identi-

leaving the people injured.
Proctor Dr Abu Zafar and

teacher Amzad Hossain were

also injured as they tried to

Barakah Kidney Hospital and
Research Institute Limited
yesterday provided operation
services free of cost to 10 poor
patients as part of its month-
long awareness campaign on
Kidney disease.

A total of 3,000 patients of

present as special guest.
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Nasiruddinin the court.
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