MANCHESTER UNITED V ARSENAL

Gunners plot an upset

AFP, Manchester

Kolo Toure believes the
youthful current crop of
Arsenal stars can emulate
the battle-hardened class of
2006 and book their ticket to
this season's Champions
League final.

The Gunners face Manchester United in the
first leg of their semifinal at Old Trafford on
Wednesday with Toure the only survivor from
the 'Invincibles' squad that went through the
2003-04 Premier League campaign unbeaten.

That squad, constructed around the French
trio of Thierry Henry, Patrick Vieira and Robert
Pires, broke'up after the 2006 Champions
League final defeat by Barcelona but Toure
believes the north London club is once again on
the verge of something special.

“True we lost Thierry Henry, but Emmanuel
Adebayor is playing really well; we lost Robert
Pires, but we have Samir Nasri," the Ivory Coast
defendersaid.

"All those players have been replaced. The
good thing about this team is we have a lot of
young players who want to show they have the
quality.

"I remember that a team like Ajax - nobody
was expecting them to win, but they won (in
1995) and had areally young team as well."

Arsenal will miss the creative edge provided
by top-scorer Robin van Persie, who is ruled out
by a groin injury, and cup-tied Russian
playmaker Andrey Arshavin,

But they will take heart from the fact that
they have already beaten United this season (2-
1 at the Emirates in November) and by the
current form of captain Cesc Fabregas, who has
been revelling in the role of a deep-lying for-
ward akin to that in which Steven Gerrard has
thrived at Liverpool this season.

The brace Fabregas claimed against
Middlesbrough on Sunday were his first goals
since October and Toure is confident the
Spaniard’s guile, combined with the presence
of Adebayor and the pace of Theo Walcott, will
pose the holders problems. The key, he
believes, will be matching their offensive con-
tribution with equal vigour in defence.

"We know when we play football against
Manchester United, they struggle a lot," Toure
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argued. "They're are a really good team going
forward, but, like us, at the back they have
conceded afew goals.

"We have the same type of team - we both
like to play, but sometimes you can be caught
out at the back. The team that will win will be
the one which defends the best.”

United's performance against Tottenham at
the weekend would not have reassured their
fans on that score, although their forwards
more than compensation as they turned a 2-0
defictinto a5-2victory.

The half-time introduction of Carlos Tevez
proved critical and the Argentinian forward will
hope to have earned a starting slot in a United
side that looks certain to see Ryan Giggs make
his 800th appearance for the club.

The veteran was rested for the Spurs match
and is relishing the prospect of another high-
stakes showdown with Arsenal, against whom
he scored the goal of his career in the 1999 FA
Cup semifinal.

"They don't come bigger than that - a
Champions League semifinal at Old Trafford,"
said the newly-crowned players' Player of the
Year. "I can'twait.

"But I'm more interested in beating Arsenal
rather than the 800th appearance. They are
things I'll look back upon when I finish and I'll
be proud. But first and foremost, hopefully I'll
be celebrating with a good result."

Toure could have former United defender
Mikael Silvestre as his centreback partner at
Old Trafford but the French defender has onlya

50-50 chance of playing against his old club

because of a back spasm while the daunting
task of containing Cristiano Ronaldo looks set
to fall to teenager Kieran Gibbs, as regular left-
back Gael Clichy has his own back problem.
"Kieran is intelligent and I think he is going
to perform very well on Wednesday," Toure

said. "Butitis not only about him, itis about all”

the players. If we are focused and defend
together, then nobodycan beatus."

The performance of United's left-back,
Patrice Evra, could be just as critical. The
Frenchman was given a torrid time by Aaron
Lennon on Saturday and Arsenal supporters will
expect to seeWalcott test him in similar fashion.

John O'Shea's experience should ensure he
gets the nod at right-back ahead of Brazilian
teenager Rafael.

Pompey frustrate Magpies

AFP, Newcastle

theybegan to hit theirhosts on
the counter-attack they

later, Scotland midfielder
Richard Hughes headed

Newcastle's
' chances of
clinging on to
their place in
' the Premier
League suf-
fered a serious setback as Alan
Shearer's side were frustrated
by a resilient Portsmouth on
Monday.

A goalless draw left the
Magpies three points adrift of
fourth-from-bottom Hull with
just four matches left to stave
off relegation and a daunting

trip to face title-chasing.

Liverpool at Anfield on
Sunday.

The point edges
Portsmouth closer to securing
their own top flight status with
Paul Hart's side now seven
pointsclearofthedrop zone.

The stakes involved in a
match that Shearer had
described as both a must-win
encounter and the most
important of his players'
careers, were reflected in the
presence of all three of the
club’'s leading strikers -
Michael Owen, Mark Viduka
and Obafemi Martins - in the
starting line-up.

That helped to epsure a
buzzing atmosphere at the
outset but the final whistle
was to be greeted with a cho-
rus of jeers from the home fans
as Newcastle's big guns failed
to produce the moment of
quality required, with Owen
squandering a glorious
chance just after the hour
mark.

Portsmouth had to weather
some early pressure but once

started to look dangerous,
although Newcastle came
closest to breaking the dead-
lock before the interval when
David James did well to turn a
Damien Duff strike around the
post.

From the resulting corner,
Viduka sent a looping header
over the bar and the home side
also had claims for a penalty
for handball against Hermann
Hreidarsson waved away after
Alan Smith had blasted a shot
againstthe Icelander'sarm.

Five minutes into the sec-
ond half, there was a real let-
off for Newcastle when Peter
Crouch went to ground in the
box under a challenge from
Fabricio Coloccini.

That was a sign that
Newcastle were starting to
leave space at the back for
Pompey to exploit but the
home side should have taken
the lead just after the hour
mark when Viduka, despite
having been wrestled to the
ground, played Owen into a
one-on-one situation with
James.

The England goalkeeper
came out on top in the duel
with his international team-
mate, saving with his legs, and
that was to prove Newcastle's
last real chance of claiming all

‘three points.

It could have been worse
for Shearer's men with
Portsmouth also guilty of
wasting opportunities to
clinchvictory.

With 11 minutes left,
Crouch fired straight at Steve
Harper and, three minutes

againstthe footofthe post.

Scholl to coach
Bayern reserves

AFP, Munich

Former Germany midfielder
Mehmet Scholl was appointed
temporary coach of Bayern
Munich's reserve team on
Monday as his predecessor
Hermann Gerland was pro-
moted following Jurgen
Klinsmann's sacking.

Ex-Germany boss
Klinsmann was sacked as
head coach on Monday after
just ten months in charge and
has been temporarily replaced
by Jupp Heynckes, with
Gerland to act as his assistant
for the last five games of the
season.

Scholl, 38, has been pro-
moted from Bayern's youth
team set-up and will be in
charge of the reserves until the
end of the season.

"Mehmet was a big player
for Bayern and he has gained a
lot of experience with the
youth team, so we know we
can rely on him," said Bayern
chairman Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge.

Scholl spent his entire
career as a player at Bayern
and hung up his boots in 2007
after making 334 Bundesliga
appearances and winning
eightleague titles and the 2001
Champions League title with
the Bavarian giants.

He won 36 caps for
Germany and was part of the
squad that won the European
Championshipin 1996.
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PHOTO. AFP

Newcastle United striker Michael Owen (R) controls the ball under pressure from Por!smuulh
defender Hermann Hreidarsson (L) during their Premiership encounter at St. James Park on Monday.

Arsenal defender Bacary Sagna (2nd from R) practices a shot durin

Champions League semifinal at Old Trafford tonight.

PHOTO. AFP
g a training session at London Colney on Tuesday. Arsenal will take on Manchester United in t‘ge

MU to tour
Malaysia

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Manchester United will play
against the Malaysian
national team on July 18 as
part their pre-season Asian
tour, organisers confirmed
Tuesday:.

"The team will arrive in
Kuala Lumpur one day before
the match,” San Boon Wah,
managing director of
Proevents, the match pro-
moter, was quoted as saying
by Bernama news agency.

San said Kuala Lumpur
would be the first destination
for the Red Devils in their
Asian Tour 2009 before the
team heads to Indonesia on
July 20, South Korea (July 24)
and China (July 26).

Manchester United has a
huge fan base in Malaysia.

Azzuddin Ahmad, general
secretary of the Football
Association of Malaysia, said
the Malaysian team would put
on their best performance
against Manchester United.

"We are looking forward to
the match because it will be
one of the best exposures for
the national team against a
quality team such as MU," he
said.

It wil be the Red Devils
fourth tour to Malaysia since
1991.In 2001, they hammered
the Malaysia selection 6-0.

The national side has fallen
a long way since the heady
days of the 1970s and 1980s
when they regularly beat
Japan and South Korea and
reached two Olympics.

Getafe appoint
Michel * °

AFP, Madrid

Former Real Madrid star Jose
Miguel Gonzalez, known as
Michel, has been named
manager of Spanish first
division side Getafe, the club
announced onTuesday.

Previous coach Victor
Munoz was sacked by the
struggling La Liga side on
Monday.

"With only five games left
we are in the hands of the
players. Michel has the experi-
ence to get this job done,"
Getafe president Angel Torres
said at the new manager's
unveiling.

"Michel knows the team,
has attended some training
sessions and is a member of
the club. If it all goes well, and
he saves us, [ will offer him the
chance to continue."

Michel, 46, was an integral
component of the great Real
side of the late 1980s, helping
them to six Spanish league
titles and back-to-back UEFA
Cup crowns. He also won 66
caps for Spain,

The former midfielder had
been employed as a youth
coach by Real, but left in
December, citing a difference
of opinion with then-
president Ramon Calderon.

Getafe have endured a
difficult season in the Spanish
top flight.

The club from the Madrid
suburbs are 17th in the table,
one point above the relegation
zone with five matches
remaining, after losing 2-1 at
home to Villarreal on Sunday.

[taly losing top talent

Teenage striker Federico Macheda's staggering
impact at Manchester United has sparked a
raging debate in Italy on how to stem the exodus
ofthe country'sbrightest talents.

Macheda's startling goal-scoring start to life
as a United senior player has fans here wonder-
ing what's so wrong with their own football that
theirbest young players move away;,

Once the predator, Italy is now feeling what
it's like to be the prey and the economic muscle
of the English Premier League is largely respon-
sible for that.

[t was for financial reasons that Macheda left
Lazio to sign for United while just 16, but now
[taly want UEFA to intervene to stop other young
playersbeing prised away.

According to Ciro Ferrara, a former rugged
defender with Juventus but now head of the
club’s junior section, it's not Italy’s fault that top
playersare being poached.

"You can't talk about a failure of Italian foot-
ball, international rules have changed,” He said.

"(UEFA president Michel) Platini has to
intervene, UEFA have to stop the exodus of our
young footballers to foreign shores.

"Players are often taken away by paying off
their families but the rules shouldn'tallowit.”

Macheda is not the only young player to have
been tempted by United as they also pinched
midfielder Davide Petrucci off Lazio's city rivals
AS Roma.

But according to another player seduced by
United, it is Italian clubs who are at fault for not
giving young players enough ofa chance.

Giuseppe Rossi left Parma for United at 17
before being sold to Spaniards Villarreal. But for
spending half a season on loan back at Parma in
2006/07, the 22-year-old has spent his entire
senior career playing outside the country he
representsatinternational level.

"Why don't I play in Italy? It's not my fault.

Clubs make their decisions and I make my own,”
hesaid.

"The important thing is to show offyour skills
in front of a big crowd. And when you play you
haveachancetobeseen.

"Italian football is changing, giving more
chances to young players. That's the right deci-
sion because the talentis there.

“InEngland and Spain everything is different,
they have more patience. Barcelona have three
or four 20 yearolds in their first team."

An example of the apparent unwillingness to
give youth a chance can be found at AC Milan,
who last season saw the emergence of two teen-
age forwards - Brazilian Pato and Italian Alberto
Paloschi.

But while Pato has gone on to become an
established first team regular, Paloschi was
allowed to leave for Serie B Parma during the
close season.

With marquee signings Ronaldinho and
Andrei Shevchenko failing to make an impact,
and Marco Borriello injured, Milan have instead
turned to veteran 35-year-old forward Filippo
Inzaghitolead theline.

In fairness, Inzaghi has been enjoying an
Indian summer to his career with 10 goals in his
last seven matches, but Milan have been criti-
cised for not taking a chance on youth and kept
hold of Paloschiratherthan Inzaghi.

It may not be a bad thing for his career,
though, as he has seen plenty of first team action
in Sene B, scoring nine goalsin 32 appearances.

He may well be plying his trade regularly in
Serie A next season and getting more playing
time than he would have done with Milan.

Buteven so, Ferrara thinks teams in Italy need
to take morerisks on young players.

“It's a mistake not to spend much money on
the youth system and give players a chance to
emerge, even to go on the pitch and make mis-
takes,"” hesaid.

"It takes time for them to develop. But teams
have an obligation to win and they choose a less
risky path, but even that doesn't guarantee
victories."

Eto'o, Janko fight
for Golden Boot

Ke¥Football

AFP, Paris

Barcelona striker Samuel Eto'o has grappled
with many hardy foes during his career, but the
Cameroonian hitman has probably never found
himself in direct opposition with a player like
Marc Janko.

The 6ft 5in 25-year-old plays his club football
for Austrian first division leaders Red Bull
Salzburg, but rather than a wily centre-half or an
indefatigable full-back, Jankois a striker.

He also happens to be Eto'o's nearest rival for
the European Golden Boot, the award handed
out each year for the top goalscorer in European
football.

The Austrian has scored an astonishing 35
goals in just 27 league games this season, firing

his side to a seven-point lead at the league sum-

mit, but he says his focus is on the title, rather
thanindividual honours.

"We are on course for the league title and we
therefore simply have towin," he said.

"My main aim is helping the club to the title
and then I can think about the European golden
bootand the Austrian goalscoringrecord (41)."

Eto'o has scored 27 times this term, but the
weighting system employed by award organisers
the European Sport Magazine group (ESM)
means that he leads Janko at the top of the conti-
nentalscoring charts.

Players who represent clubs in Europe's top
five leagues - England, Spain, Italy, Germany and
France - are awarded two points per goal scored,
but those who earn their corn in the continent's
weaker competitions are awarded either one or
1.5 points.

Austria's UEFA co-efficient means their
goalscorers are awarded 1.5 points, giving Janko
a cuwrrent total of 52,5 points. Eto'o has 54,
despite having scored eight fewer goals.

Eto'o is also bidding to become the first
player in Spain to score over 30 goals in a season

since Barcelona predecessor Ronaldo netted 34
times in the 1996-97 campaign, but he, too,
professes notto be interested by individual glory.

“Ijustwish, if God allows, to be able to fight to
try to snatch the title from Real Madrid.
Whatever comes after will be welcome,” he said.

Janko would not be the first European hot-
shot to be beaten to the prize by a more illustri-
ousname from abigger league.

The list of recent recipients reads like aWho's
Who of world football, with France striker Thierry
Henry, Italy’s Francesco Totti and Manchester
United's Portuguese winger Cristiano Ronaldo all
picking up the award in recent years.

Looking further back, though, the list takes
onan altogethermore unfamiliar feel.

Georgi Slavkov of Bulgarian side Trakia was
honoured for his goalscoring exploits in the
1980-81 season, while names as unheralded as
Hector Yazalde, Kees Kist and Sotiris Kaiafas
have all scored their way to glory since the
award's inceptionin 1967.

Thereason for the Golden Boot'smore demo-
cratic feel in its earlier incarnation was that all
the goals scored in Europe were valued equally.

And while itmade for some unfamiliar names
on the winners' register, it didn't prevent global
superstars such as Eusebio, Gerd Muller and
Marco van Basten from walking away with the
trophy.

All that changed, however, in 1991, following
an accusation from Cypriot football officials that
one of their players had been overlooked by
then-organisers France Football magazine.

The magazine stopped handing out the
award, naming an ‘unofficial’ winner between
1992 and 1996, when ESM - of which France
Football was then a member - stepped into the
breach and introduced the ranking system in a
bid to negate conflict.

Ronaldo's victory in 1997 immediately re-
established the award's glamour credentials, but
the battle between Janko and Eto'o bears testa-
ment to the fact that the Golden Boot doesn't
always go to Furope’s sharpestshooter.

Giggs gets
knighthood
backing

A British minister and senior
opposition politician threw
their weight behind a -
paign to secure a hﬂght;iid
fot Manchester United
midfielder Ryan Giggs on
Monday. !

Their backing for the hon-
our - which would mean the
35-year-old would become Sir
Ryan - lends weight to an
internet campaign launched in
recent days by political blogger
Tim Montgomerie.

"Ryan Giggs, as well as
outstanding record on Lﬁg
pitch, has a proud record of
voluntary work off the pitch,
including with young players
in Salford,” said local govern-
ment minister Hazel Blears,
whose Salford constituency
borders the northwestern
English cityof Manchester.

"He is a positive role model
In SO many ways that he
deserves the recognition of a
knighthood.”

Opposition Conservative
Party home affairs spokesman
Chris Grayling, a self-
confessed Manchester United
fan, chimed in, describing
Giggs as "the outstanding
British footballer of the last
generation”.

"His achievements deserve
to be recognised with a knight-
hood.”

As part of the internet peti-
tion, which he launched
through unofficial Manchester
United fansite
www.mustbered.com,
Montgomerie has listed 11
reasons why Giggs should be
knighted, ranging from his
footballing accomplishments
to his charity work

Giggs was on Sunday eve-
ning named the English
Professional Footballers'
Associadon (PFA) Player of the
Year for the first time, despite
starting just 12 league games
this season.

The Welsh midfielder, who
could win his 11th league title
with United this campaign,
had twice won the Young Player
of the Year award but can now
add the ultimate mark of
esteem from his fellow profes-
sionalsto hislong listof prizes.

Villarreal snap

up Ecuador
starlet

AFP, Madrid

Villarreal announced on
Monday they had secured the
services of promising
Ecuadorian midfielder
Jefferson Montero on a five
year deal.

"He is one of the big hopes
of Ecuadorean football,”
claimed the Spanish side who
are coached by Chiliean
Manuel Pellegrini.

Montero, 19, will feel at
home at this year's Champions
League quarterfinalists who
already have a clutch of South
American-born players on
their books including
Brazilian-born naturalised
Spaniard Marcos Senna and
Mexico striker Luis Guillermo
Franco.
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