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Evelyne Cholet, secretary general of French Textile Machinery Manufacturers Association, 3-R, poses with a business delega-
tion in Dhaka recently. Alamgir M Rahman, president of France Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and Charley
causeret, French ambassador to Bangladesh, are also seen.

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh needs to boost better tech-
nology usages to increase its competi-
tiveness in textile manufacturing that
would help the country gain more
share in the global apparel market, said
the leader of a French business delega-
tion of textile machinery manufactur-
ersyesterday.

“Bangladesh is one of the largest
readymade garment (RMG) exporters
in the world. The country will do better
when the RMG makers will start using
the latest machinery for production,”
said Evelyne Cholet, also the secretary
general of French Textile Machinery
Manufacturers Association (UCMTF).

“In a competitive world you need to
use better technology, which will help
you get edge over your competitors,”
she said, adding that better technology
increases production and reduces the
costs of repairing machinery.

She was speaking at a luncheon
meeting organised by France
Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (CCIFB) in Dhaka.

She said French textile machinery
makers are eying an increased market
share in Bangladesh and targeting to
boost exports, as the local RMG indus-
try is as competitive as that of a devel-

oped country in terms of skill and

knowledge.

Cholet said Bangladesh's textile
industry can adopt French technolo-
gies for fine fabric weaving, finishing
and also in spinning. She said French
equipment can also be used for recy-
cling textile wastes.

She said although French machin-
ery is comparatively expensive, it is
durable and can help the local manu-
facturers be cost-effective.

The delegation leader said her asso-
ciation groups 39 textile equipment
makers who exported around $1.4
billion worth machinery to countries in
Europe and Asia.

She hoped Bangladesh's textile
industry would grow more weathering
the ongoing global financial crisis,
which has squeezed apparel markets in
Europe and the US.

The French business delegation
arrived in Dhaka on Saturday in a
three-day mission. The economic
department of the French embassy,
Dhaka, UCMTF and the French Agency
for International Business
Developmentarranged the tour.

Laurent Estrade, trade commis-
sioner of the economic department at
the French embassy, said the main
objective of the delegation was to get
introduced with the textile mills, gar-
ments industry and the College of

Textile Engineering and Technology of
the country.

Estrade said the visit was also aimed
at introducing a new range of French
machinery and technology to the pro-
spective partners in Bangladesh.

“We are preparing a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) with the
College of Textile Engineering and
Technology to help the students of the
college get educated about better tech-
nology operations and gain technical
know-how," he said.

“Under the MoU, the UCMTF will
offer technical and educational
assistances to the students of the col-
lege and provide them with the latest
machinery to enhance their practical
knowledge,” he added.

The delegation consisted of
Alexandre Roussel of AESA Air
Engineering, Serge Schrembacher of
Dollfus & Muller, Francis Junker of
Laroche SA and Phonesavanh
Frichitthavong of Statubil France.

The local partners in arranging the
visit were Bangladesh Textile
Machinery Association, College of
Textile Engineering and Technology
and CCIFB.

Charley Causeret, French ambassa-
dor to Bangladesh, and Alamgir M
Rahman, president of CCIFB, were also
presentat the meeting.

Oil, sugar,
pulse to be
imported
thru' TCB

Says minister
UNB, Dhaka
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Commerce Minister Faruk
Khan has said the govern-
ment has taken steps to
import edible oil, sugar and
pulse through TCB to cool
down the overheated prices
of the essential commodi-

ties.
“We've already floated

tenders ... we won't allow
monopoly in any sector,” he
told reporters after a meet-
ing with Bangladesh Truck-
Covered-Van Owners'
Association and
Bangladesh Truck-Covered-
Van Transport Agency
Owners Association at his
office yesterday.

Khan said the govern-
ment keeps its eyes on the
market so no one can
charge excess prices from
consumers. “We'll meet
edible oil traders tomorrow
(Tuesday) to know why its
price has gone up in the
local market,” he said.

On fuel price cut, he said
the government will cut the
fuel price, if the interna-
tional price marks further
fall. “But the fuel oil price
remained stable on the
international market for the
last few months.

On development of road
communications, the min-
ister said the government
has planned to make
Dhaka-Chittagong highway
a four-lane one to give a
boost to the country's
export-import.

About problems at Mawa
and Paturia ferry ghats, the
minister said the govern-
ment is planning to add
four more ferries to the
ghats.
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Pharma sector assured of help

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Health Minister AFM Ruhul
Haque said yesterday the
government will provide
every possible policy sup-
port to the evolving pharma-
ceutical sector.

The minister said this
while talking to the leaders
of Bangladesh Association of
Pharmaceutical Industries
(BAPI) at the ministry.

The BAPI leaders dis-
cussed with the minister
about establishing an inter-

Nokia E75 handset

national standard drug
testing laboratory and a
pharmaceutical ingredients’
industrial park.

They also urged the min-
ister to increase manpower
of Drug Administration
Department (DAD) and
upgradeitto adirectorate,

They said the Bangladeshi
pharmaceuticals are enter-
ing the restricted European
market and for that the qual-
ity control of the medicines
should meet international
standards.
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Prem Chand, general manager of Nokia Emerging Asia, poses
with Nokia E75 model handset.
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Nokia, one of the leading
global handset makers, is set
tolaunch 'Nokia E75' model
handsetin Bangladesh.

The new e-series handset

- is mainly featured with easy

e-mailing facilities, which
will be available in the local
market from today at a cost
ofTk30,800.

In today's climate, the
costs and benefits of tech-
nology are under closer
scrutiny and e-mail is an
essential driver of efficiency

is about doing more with
less and focusing in what's
truly essential," said Prem
Chand, general manager,
Nokia Emerging Asia, at a
programme at Westin Dhaka
on Sunday.

Nokia dominates
Bangladesh's mobile hand-
set market enjoying around
75 percent marketshare. The
other players are Motorola,
Sonny Ericsson, Samsung,
LGand Ban(Q Siemens.

A total of 45 million peo-
ple are using mobile tech-

The minister told them
that the government is con-
sidering establishing a
global standard drug testing
laboratory and reconstitut-
ing the DAD.

Secretary to the ministry
Sheikh Altaf Ali, Director
General of DAD Brig Gen Md
Ismail Hossain, BAPI
President Salman F
Rahman, Senior Vice
President Momenul Haque,
and Vice President Tarikul
Islam were present at the
meeting.

Austria urged to
recruit IT
professionals

BSS, Dhaka

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Dr Hasan Mahmud
vesterday urged the
Austrian government to
recruit professionals, espe-
cially Information
Technology experts from
Bangladesh.

He made this request
when Ferdinand
Maultaschi, Austrian non-
resident ambassador to
Bangladesh, paid a cour-
tesy call on him at the
Foreign Ministry here.

During the meeting, the
state minister expressed
his satisfaction over the
existing excellent bilateral
relations between
Bangladesh and Austria
and also hoped that the
relations will be further
strengthened in the days to
come.

Hasan gave emphasis on
exchange of cultural teams
to strengthen the cultural
bond between the two
countries,

The envoy observed that
a good trade relations

nology, provided by six | exists between the two

and productivity. "Efficiency mobile operators.
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SUMMIT
Muhammad Aziz Khan, chairman of Summit Alliance Port Limited, presides over the 5th annual general meeting (AGM) at the Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Centre in Dhaka yesterday. The AGM approved 20 percent stock dividend and 10 percent cash dividend for the company sharehold-
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carrier's pricing policies and
clarified complex issues
faced by travel agents in
theirday-to-day operations.

The programmes also
highlighted the achieve-
ments and recognitions

Ajmal Zahidi, area man-
ager, and Shamsul Shakil,
sales manager, among oth-
ers, were present at the
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