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Rashed Kamal Russell emerged as a
painter in the '90s -- experimenting with
innovative themes and techniques. Some
of these techniques successfully infused
a new look in his works and thus
embarked on anovel journey.

Russell, considered one of our bright
young figurative painters, has a passion
for portraying lonesome, hazy forms,
often delving 'into 'melancholy. '‘He
believes that we are all part of the society,
butsome of us closely observe the society
with intense passion.

[t seems Russell's subjects soak up the
torment, woes and unfulfilled dreams
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The forms are often lanky -- sign of a hard
knock life. The figures subtly hint at the
many untold stories that lurk in our
surroundings. Sometimes Russell revisits
the world of greenery, enjoying the
serene ambiance.

As an ‘experimental painter, Russell
concentrates on the consistency of
and striking
forms. For their unique application on
the canvas, the colours come across as
murky and the forms at times seem scat-

colours, uneven textures

tered. Russell likes to work on big can-
vases. This orients him towards work that
can simply be categorised as ardent and
courageous. By using large canvases, he
can enjoy a freedom that enables him to

Blue Lady

strokes create a rough surface on the
canvas, quite like ploughing the land
with his forms.

At his ongoing solo exhibition -- "Lyri-
- at Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka, Russell demonstrates his great
eagerness to draw. He uses white fluids
(used in erasing text) as the basic element
in most of the works. This liquid element
assists him in creating a flamboyantlook.

With his previous exhibitions, Russell
has fascinated artlovers with his tranquil
watercolours. He can effortlesslyinvoke a
translucent mood with his watercolours.
For a large part of his study period, the
artist concentrated exclusively on water-
colours.
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Images of modernism, splendor, peace,
love, and spirituality usually come to mind
when contemplating Bengali songs. Nurul
Alam Lal is among those who take a keen
interest in the history and heritage of Ben-
galimusic and culture.

Lalembarked on his musical career at the
tender age of five. He is an accomplished
‘Gano Sangeet’ artiste, and a popular per-
former on radio. Other credits include
inspiring freedom fighters during the Liber-
ation War with his music, delivering moving
renditions of Nazrul Sangeet and ‘Adhunik’
songs on BTV and working as the cultural
secretary of Udichi in the '80s. That's not all.
He also set up a cultural organisation called
'‘Sangeeta’ in New York and later Canada
when he settled overseas. His mission? To
give aboostto Bangladeshi culture amongst
the NRBs.

emerged as brilliant musicians, but also
young Bengali expatriates.

Lal's musical talent has been transmitted
from father to son. Tanveer Alam Shawjeeb,
Lal's eldest son, is considered a versatile
and accomplished musician-singer. It is

evident that music runs in the blood..

Shawjeeb followed in his father's footsteps
and began singing at the age of four. He has
been a "Notun Kuri" prize-winner.
Shawjeeb performed on BTV as a child
artiste, took music lessons at BAFA, and
majored in Nazrul Sangeet. He has a Bache-
lor's degree in Sound Engineering from
Toronto Film School in Canada and has a
deep-rooted passion for folk, Nazrul and
Adhunik songs. As a singer, songwriter and
composer, Shawjeeb has worked with
renowned musicians from our country and
beyond, and has a number of solos and
albums to his name. A track in the album

Uchaton” (featuring Nazrul Sangeet), are
some ofhis memorable works.

Discussing their life abroad, the father
and son duo said that the younger genera-
tions among the NRB communities are not
well acquainted with Bangladeshi tradi-
tions and cultural practices. Parents have an
important part to play in this regard. They
ought to take more initiatives to teach their
children our history and legacy. Young
Bengalis abroad should be proud of their
roots. Area-based reputable academies
with skilled teachers are also much needed.
Exposure and promotion of Bangladeshi
culture abroad is also significant.

It is only by hearing and seeing them
perform that one realises this artiste duo's
profound dedication and commitment to
keeping their traditions alive.
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The writer is a freelance contributor

Nurul Alam Lal (left) and his son Tanveer Alam Shawjeeb recently performed at a musical soiree at Bangladesh
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that are an integral part of our daily lives. unlock his imagination. His brush The exhibition ends on April 30. Shilpakala Academy. |
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