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Gordon Brown
in Pakistan

AFP, Islamabad

British Prime Minister Gordon
Brown flew into Islamabad
yvesterday for talks with
Pakistani President Asif Ali
Zardari, an AFP reporter said.

The British Prime
Minister's plane landed at a
Pakistani air force base near
Islamabad airport.

Brown, who arrived after a
brief visit to Afghanistan, told
reporters in Kabul that he

would hold talks with
President Zardari later on
Monday.

'Pak nukes
in safe hands'

AFP, islamabad

Pakistan President Asif Al
Zardan said yesterday that
Pakistan's nuclear installa-
tions are in safe hands,

"All Pakistani nuclear
installations are under extra
security,” he told foreign
mediain aninterview.

“I want to assure the world
that nuclear capabilities in
Pakistan are in safe hands,” he
said.

SE Asia will be
worst-hit by
climate change

TIONAL

dents flee from a troubled Lower Dir as troops killed 20 militants in a ground and air operation against Taliban. The Pakistan Taliban has suspended talks with the government.

FHOTOS, AFP

Counter-clockwise (1) A Pakistani soldier poses with a rocket-propelled grenade launcher from a bunker at a troubled area in Lower Dir yesterday as (2 & 3) ) thousands of resi-
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Pact with Pakistan
is 'worthless'

Says Taliban

AP, Islamabad

Taliban militants said yester-
day their peace deal with the
Pakistani government was
"worthless" after authorities
deployed helicopters and
artillery against hide-outs of
Islamist guerrillas seeking to
extend their grip along the
Afghan border.

A collapse of the pact
would likely please Obama
administration officials press-
ing Islamabad hard for more
robust action against extrem-
ists threatening Pakistan's
stability and US and Nato
troops in neighboring
Afghanistan,

A spokesman for the
Taliban in their Swat Valley
stronghold denounced the
operation as a violation of the
pact and said their fighters
were on alert and waiting to
see if a hard-line cleric who
mediated the deal pro-
nounceditdead.

"The agreements with the
Pakistan government are
worthless because Pakistani
rulers are acting to please
Americans,” Muslim Khan,
spokesman for Taliban mili-
tants in the Swat Valley, told

The Associated Press.

President Asif Ali Zardari
called for more foreign sup-
port for cash-strapped
Pakistan to prevent any dan-
ger of its nuclear arsenal fall-
ing into the hands of al-Qaida
and its allies.

In another sign of mount-
ing Western concern, British
Prime Minister Gordon Brown
was due in Pakistan for talks
on topics including cooperat-
ing against international
terrorism, the British Embassy
said.

Zardari also said Pakistani
intelligence thought Osama
bin Laden recently offered
sanctuary by militants in the
area covered by the peace pact
might be dead, but said there
was no evidence of the al-
Qaida chief’'sdemise.

"He maybedead. Butthat's
been said before,” Zardari told
a group of reporters. "It's still
between fiction and fact.”

The government agreed in
February to impose Islamic
law in Swat and surrounding
districts that make up
Malakand Division if the
Taliban there would end their
violent campaign in the one-
time tourist haven.
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