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© of the country
. conducive climate for development and protection of IPRs to further encoura
| Innovations, business activities and industries, coordinative efforts are nee

- coniributed to the birth of the first copyright system in

. century, inventive new ways of manufacture led many countries to establish their first modemn
- IP laws. The international IP systemn also started to take root at that time with two fundamental

- of the Trademarks Act, 1940, the Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks

N
Bangladesh can benefit much from the promotion of IP. The dream of the present Gowi. to see

. digital Bangladesh in 2021, may come true if the IP potential of our people can be exploited to
'~ its maximum, With this end in view, Ministry of Industries is emphasizing |IP promotion in new

. Development of IP experts b?’r
~ Awareness building among t _ _
. Coalition with other Government Organization, private organizations and trade bodies for
- exchange of knowledge and views so that better understanding of IP services and their |
. management become possible. _ _

- Enforcement of IP laws to protect IP rights and thus encourage invention, innovation, L.e.
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Md. Enamul Hoque
Registrar, Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks.

Introduction: Intellectual Property Rights pla‘;

development. Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) have economic values so that Infringemants

| ht holder, also damage the interests
as well as disturb the international trade. In the framework of crealing a
?j crealivities,
ed in tackl

infringements on IPRs. e
IP Laws in Bangladaesh;

Renalssance northern Italy is thought to be the cradle of the IP system. A Venelian law of 1474
made the first ﬂrstamauvz altempl to protect inventions by a form of patent
the invention of mpveable type and the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg around 1440

the world. Toward the end of the 19th

intellectual property treatise-the Paris Convention for the protection of Industrial Property In
1883 and the Berne Convention for the protection of Literary and Artistic Works in 1886, guth
treaties are now being administered by the WIPO (World Intellectual Property Organization).

. Very little is known about the IPR laws and IPR administration before 1911 in the then British

India. In India, the first Act relating to patent rights was passed in 1856 (Act VI of 1856), which

.?ranlad certain exclusive privileges to Iinventors of new manufacture for a period of 14 years.

he Act was amended in 1959. Under this Act, patent monopolies were called Bexclusive
gnwleggsl. In 1872 the Patterns and Design Protection Act was passed, followed by the
rotection of Inventions Act of 1883. These Acts were consolidated by the Inventions and

- Designs Act, 1888. Subsequently, the Indian Patents & Designs act, 1911 (Act Il of 1911) was
. passed replacing all the previous Acts. During the period from 1911, various amendments of

this Act were made from time to time. The Patents & Design Rules were framed in 1933

- Trademarks Act, 1940 is known as the first law on Trademarks in British India. Trademarks

Rules were framed in 1963. Trademarks Act, 2009 was passed by the present Government on
24th March, 2009. (Before that, Trademarks Ordinance was passed on 14th February, 2008).
This is a big step forward in modernizing IP laws.

The original Copyright Act was passed in 1912. It was later repealed by Copyright
Ordinance,1962. A new Copyright Act was passed in 2000 (repealing the previous law) In the
light of TRIPS Agreement and Berne Convention. It was also amended in 2005 to incorporate

stringent provisions relating to digital era & compuler software etc. Copyright Rules were
framed in 1967 which were revised in 2006.

Bangladesh is a. member of WIPO, and through WIPO membership it is also a signatory to
Berne Convention and Paris Convention. Bangladesh is also a signatory of WTOis TRIPS
Agreement. TRIPS Agreement imposed some norms for trading any goods related to IP rights,
So to make IP laws consistent with such convention/agreements, updating of IP laws were
necessary. By this ime TM Act, 2009 and Copyright Act, 2000 were passed amending the old
ones. More laws are to be amended/enacted, such as, The Patent Law. The Designs Law, The

| Gl law UML and ICLD. The Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks has been trying

to have the old laws modemized by amendment and new laws enacted.

IPR Administration:

After the independence of Pakistan, the Patents & Designs Act, 1911 was adopted and the
Palent Office was established in Karachi. A regional Patent Office was established in Dhaka.
After independence of Bangladesh, the Patents and Designs Act, 1911 was again adopted and

Regional Patent Office of Dhaka was reorganized. Until 1989, the Patent Office and the |

Trademark Regislry were under the administrative control of the Ministry of Commerce. In
1989, the Patent Office and the Trademarks Registry were amalgamated into one Department
and named as the Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks under the Ministry of
Industries. In 2003, by amending section 55 of the Patents & Designs Act, 1911 and Section-4

was
created under the Ministry of Industries.

The Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks is situated at the fifth floor of the Ministry
of Industries, 91, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka. It has 4 wings, each headed by one Deputy Registrar.
The wings are Trademark Wing, Patent & Design Wing, Administration Wing and WTO Wing. It
has 9 seclions/! eachiheaded. by 6ne Assistant Reglstrar; Copyright Officelis situated in

Agargaon. It is under the Ministry of Cultural Affairs, The functions of the Department of |

Patents, Designs and Trademarks are%granting Patent for new inventions, issuing registration
certificates for new designs and trademarks. Copyright office registers literary and artistic
works. The Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks has a branch in ghittagang for
receiving applications of Trademarks. Copyright office has no branch outside Dhaka, With the
development of industries, trade and commerce in the country and the influx of foreign direct
investment, the number of applications for Patents, Designs and Trademarks have been
increasing. In 1972 application for Trademarks, Patents and Designs were 763, 209 and 14
respectively. In 2008, the number rose to 9862, 338 and 511 respectively. Though awareness
about IP is very unremarkable in Bangladesh, the upward trend gives testimony of a vibrant

. economy. In the Copyright Office from 1972 to date 3099 Literary works (Books and computer

software), 5732 artistic works and 450records (including cinema) were registered.

But the capacity of the offices has not been raised. IP activities were not given due importance
during the past years, though IP activities have increased manifolds and are increasing very
fast. The capacity of the Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks and Copyright Office
is far less than that required to deliver service to the people.

The Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks and Copyright Office have no office
building of their own. Their manpower requirement now is far more than approved. The existing
staff has very little administrative and technical capacity. Minimum automation is not done in
these offices, though their functions desire full automation. Almost every thing is done
manually. No database could be developed as yel. Records are not preserved properly. The
offices lack many logistic supports. They have no IT unit, nor they have any training unit. The
offices have no budget for publicity or awareness building. Libranes are not rich to satisfy the
needs of the examiners, IP attorneys and IP students. These offices have no website, nor they
have good internet facilities. As a result, the Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks
and Copynght Office cannot deliver service 1o the applicants timely and properly.

Promotion of IP is very important for many reasons. The progress of humanity rests on its
capacity for new creation in the areas of technology and culture. The legal protection of these
new creations encourage the expenditures of additional resources, which leads to further

' innovation. The promotion and protection of intellectual property spurs economic growth,

creates new jobs and industries, and thus reduces poverty in the society.

=N
eff o3
fasm W3z B9 @ @ &4yfE TadaET
sfleIETSal T FIF

St hl
SR [
S {5l ™

e SRSl B i

reEATATe QY JfeE oo fATHa 8% cirea Jy e e e BRares
A T @ SN wWEe | @ qesem e T SeErs 9@ qREe
efssm fa98 “Green innovation as the key to a secure future” fufad

YUY S FANABS ZETE It SN 7 3 |

TEA AT FIIHD TSN JHS! L WS fEfEoE AT FAWES
T4 A% AEI TF4EF 203 FA0A TS F3 TFS| =7 I | AR
GRS SR A9EEE BIAe (e S wud gre [yifas s
A WIR w AT AS 3 787 3 | [ @yrrm e afEemn
fegars RTavam gt e R o4 @UrTm R, AF, qEH ¢ 99 YR
AT CFIA oFE AVIA (A0 SaeS, Ay, fMemms! ¢ TNz
A<fHB sare it SeTes 9tE Wi S 3f4

fas W et ot Tt oAt TEE (@9 e F47E |

=3\

ministration in Bangladesh

a significant role in various aspects of national

In the same century, '

The Baily Star

Chiee |

AALDTEY AATA™ FEBTE

farea sem it e AT e e fay GiarTem A nfae zom cea w1fE ofe
zoufe | Afaraei-arsa frg efedm 1Ty cern ¢ gife-fda wm 561 9=t wfers %
ZATT A1TA | ©1Z Y ciaprm fRarTe gamaa «fesm ‘Green innovation as the
key to a secure future’ 442 wread4d s wnfy = =7 |

4 e we@, weeem e Tanm e Afaae-aEa 25 TEEA 9
ueIY GEla | e wafefee e e emr e fAew 3

TR TR fefebm e Tor wframre awEntz w0 AETEE A%
AT Tarared e wfbry o ar7ga ¢ Aa@wq fifes 2 =wraa% |

HAE 203d AMA TEEeR Fad-wmdire @z b A% AATA e OFTD
APTTaa (@@ ¢ A% S e i 2 =203 |

wfa s @fa, iz A, Sead A, amne gaz AFER MO EEATE FiEaE
G5 e fafrsfea fam qamemEE A2 sam wfafere ¢ wdaz Toane 4z9 =4 1
'\!i'Tﬁl ﬁﬂ AT ™A li’rﬂ?}ia AGH ;ﬂaiﬁa AT ST m |

&l 91, B <F9%
A1 FTA aad &%

Qﬁ%mw)

Industrial policy to be finalized soon. Ministry of Industries has plans to the following in different

. time frames:

. Updating of existing laws and rules to make them consistent with the global situation and
. compliant with the agreement/conventions signed by Bangladesh.

Enactment of new laws relating to IP.

Automation in the functional process, so that deliver? of service can cope with the demand for |

service.
training, study tour, seminar and symposium.
@ public in general through publicity and networking.

crealivity.

' Encouraging IP teaching in both the public and private universities and training of IP office

staff, IP attorneys and businessmen on IP and IPR.

A project named 8IPR Project! Is being implemented with the assistance of EC and WIPO. The _'

components of the project are updating of laws, training of personnel, awareness building,
enforcement of IP laws and automation. After completion of the project, some changes in the
capacity of the two IP offices will be achieved, It is hoped.

To conclude, knowledge-based economy is the precondition for development. To achieve our |
oals, we have to promote IP, protect IPR, enforce IP laws and thus respect |

development :
innovation and creativity.
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Director General
World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO)

Message

Human activity, including decades of technological development, has damaged our planct. Wide-spread
pollution and spiraling consumption of the world’s mineral and biological reserves have put

| unprecedented stress on the environment. Climate change 1s one of the greatest threats ever faced by

society: glaciers are disappearing: desertification i1s increasing; in Afnca alone, between 75 and 250
million people will face increased water shortages by 2020,

As human activity caused the problem, so too can human activity find the uﬁlutnturf.x._ Green innovation fl
the development and diffusion of technological means to tackle chimate change A is key to halting the
depletion of the earthis resources. The race is on to develop accessible alternative sources of energy, as
we work to harness the wind and tides, capture the power of the sun, and tap the geothermal energy
underground. New plant varieties are being developed to withstand drought and flooding. New
environmentally friendly matenals will help us construct a more sustainable world.

On World 1P Day 2009, the World Intellectual Property Organizavon highlights the contribution of a

| balanced intellectual property system to stimulating the creation, diffusion and application of clean

techrblogies: 1o promoting green design, aimed al creating products that are eco-friendly from
conception to disposal: to green branding, helping consumers make informed choices and giving
companies a compelitive edge.

The power of human ingenuity is our best hapt_.- for rv:stlunng the delicate balance between ourselves and
our environment. It is our greatest asset in finding solutions to this global challenge, enabling us to move
forward from the carbon-based, grey technologies of the past to the carbon-neutral, green innovation of
the future
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