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Tigers warn of starvation
in Lanka war zone

AP, Colombo

Tens of thousands of civilians trapped in
Sri Lanka's northern war zone are facing
starvation, the Tamil Tiger rebels warned
Saturday as the UN sent its top humani-
tarian official to assess the crisis.

Reports of chaos in the northern war
zone have increased in recent days as the
Sri Lankan military pushed forward with
its offensive to destroy the rebel group
and end this Indian Ocean island nation's
bloody, quarter century civil war

More than 100,000 civilians have fled
the tiny coastal strip still under rebel
control since Monday, flooding hospitals
in the north and overwhelming govern-
ment-run displacement camps, accord-
ing to aid workers. The UN says another
50,000 civilians remain trapped in the war
zone.

The Tamil Tigers, who say the number
of trapped civilians is three times that
estimate, said in a statement Saturday
that food stocks in the region had dwin-
dled, making starvation "imminent.”

Dr. Thangamuttu Sathyamurthi, a top

government health official in the war
zone, told The Associated Press on Friday
that there was a severe shortage of food
and medicine in the area and people were
dying of starvation.

The rebels called on the United
Nations and the international commu-
nity to ensure that food supplies are
swiftly sentto the area.

"We fear that further delay can resultin
a crisis similar to that faced in Darfur or
even deadlier," the group said in a state-
ment published on the rebel-allied
TamilNetWeb site.

The government has barred aid groups
and journalists from the war zone since
last year, arguing that it was too danger-
ous for them to work.

With the crisis growing, the UN sent its
top humanitarian official, John Holmes,
to Sri Lanka on Saturday to look into the
welfare of the civilians, UN deputy
spokeswoman Marie Okabe said.

The humanitarian situation "contin-
ues to be critical, civilian casualties have
been tragically high and their suffering
horrendous," Okabe said.

The UN says nearly 6,500 civilians
have been killed in the fighting over the
pastthree months.

The rebels, listed as a terror group by
many Western nations, have been fight-
ing since 1983 for an ethnic Tamil state in
the north and ecast after decades of
marginalisation by governments domi-
nated by the Sinhalese majority, After
more than three years of intense fighting,
the government stands on the verge of
crushing the group.

International pressure on Sri Lanka
has grown in recent days, with neighbour-
ing India sending two top officials here
Friday to demand a pause in the fighting
to allow civilians to escape.

The White House said it was "deeply
concerned” about the civilians and
warned that abuses of humanitarian law
would make post-conflict reconciliation
difficult.

The United Nations Security Council
also demanded Sri Lanka's cooperation
with efforts to visit the war zone and
called for access for the International
Committee of the Red Cross as well.
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An elderly Sri Lankan Tamil clvilian sits among the rubble of a village near Puthukkudiyiruppu on Friday. The Sri Lankan army has made
steady advances in recent days against the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), slowly beating back the guerrillas.
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General Secretary of India’s Congress party Rahul Gandhi greets supporters at an election campaign
rally in Malbazar village in Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal, some 45km from Siliguri on Friday. India
holds its 15th parliamentary general elections in five phases on April 16, April 23, April 30, May 7 and
May 13 and the new parliament will be constituted before June 2.

INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Kolkata

Congress general secretary
Rahul Gandhi said here
Saturday that he would refuse
the prime minister's post if the
offer was made to him now
because he was busy revamp-
ing the party and lacked the
experience to take the top job.
"I would refuse...for two
reasons. One is that I am now

[ will refuse if offered PM's
post now: Rahul

working on the organisation
of the Congress party. It's
important that a pro-poor
youth Congress organisation
is developed,” Rahul Gandhi
said ata press conference.

'l don't think I have the
experience to be the prime
minister of the country right
now. My father (late prime
minister Rajiv Gandhi) was
different," he added.

that she would take initiative to
convince the Saudi govern-
ment to allow the stay of the
expatriates’ adult children in
Saudi Arabia, a major problem
raised by the expatriates.

The plans and programmes

she spelt out also include
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Besides, the government
will think about private air
routes between Bangladesh
and the Middle-Eastern coun-

PM discloses more plans

welfare ministry effective to
implement wvarious training
and incentive programmes for
the migrants.

"We will take training
programmes to educate the
workers about the employer-

_countres’ rules and laws." she.

told the function.

To protect the workers from
sufferings caused due to fake
passport, the government will

-
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No more privatisation

FROM PAGE 1

making sick industries profit-
able, but noted that 'the gov-
ernment will not allow anyone
to do business in the name of
sickindustries’.

“We may make it manda-
tory to buy local products for
government procurement, for
the betterment of local indus-
tries,” he added.

Tofail Ahmed emphasised
on establishing more back-
ward linkage industries for
sustainable industrialisation
and for employment genera-
tion.

He suggested fixing indus-
try friendly duties on imports,
and incorporating the opin-
ions of many more stake-

tries. "Many developed coun-
tries in the world are practic-
Ing protectionism to save their
products, and we also have to
do sotosave ours,” he said.

He also requested the
government to formulate an

finduswial policy that will.

increasingly attract foreign
investment.

Economists and chamber
leaders in their instant reac-

tions urged the government to
be more cautious in selecting
bidders for divestible SoEs, so
that public entities are not
misused.

Dr MK Mujeri, director
general of Bangladesh
Institutg of Development
Studies (BIDS), said the gov-
ernment should be more
cautious in selecting bidders
for divestible SoEs.

"If the government could
run the industries efficiently,
we would be able to generate
more employment. We should
select good entrepreneurs for
selling the SoEs," Mujeri said.

Syed Nasim Manzur, man-
aging director of Apex-Adelchi

notice whether the buyers
have the ability or the mental-
ity to continue and rejuvenate
the operations of the divested
public entities, Manzur, who is
also a vice-president of the
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
(MECI),said. + - -

“The criteria for selecting
the bidders should be mod-
ernised,” he said.
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Friday. Later, Hafizur's

relatives and some
employees of the hospital
became involved in an
altercation over his

(reatment
At one stage, Moshiur's

brothers Faizur and
Mejbauddin attacked one of
the doctors and then left the
hospital quickly.

Hafizur was shifted to the
Faridpur General Hospital
(FGH) in the night.

A group of interns and
employees of FMCH went to

FROM PAGE 1 | : Footwear Limited, urged the

Meantime, the prime minister ith;wTS?:haebégﬁr?gri?siﬂﬁ holders in formulating the government tn_mu‘der_rgﬁse the | the FGH at around 9:00pm
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official visitto SaudiArabia. menﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁfﬂ:& ment to impose protectionist  SoEs to highest bidders, but D : g
The PM told the function measures to save local indus- the government does not | Mejbauddin.

The interns of the FMCH
called an indefinite strike
after submitting a memoran-
dum to the superintendent in
charge of FMCH at 12:00noon
yesterday. :

Police and Rab personnel
were deployed at the hospital
to avert any untoward inci-
dent.
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INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE
EDCL Invites International Tender for Supply of PV Latex (60%) for Khulna Essential Latex Prokolpo on C&F(c) Chittagong
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between the expatriate welfare
minister and the Saudi deputy
minister for labour during her
tour,

"We will try our level best to
do everything possible to
ensure maximum welfare of
the Bangladeshi expatriates.
You are the key driving force ol
oureconomy,” PM said.

At the same time, the expa-
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Tender schedule will be sold from the accounts Department of Essentiel Drugs Company Limited, Dhaka on Payment s stzted above during
office hours on all working days (except Friday, Saturday and Govt. Holidays). No tender schedule will be sold on the opening date of the tender.

EDCL authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.
N.B: This Information is also available at our website No. www.edcl.gov.bd
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