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Rights activists urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a press conference
yesterday urged the government to
enact a law (o protect the rights
and security of people working as
domestic helps saying they are
very unprotected and denigrated
\n the society.

Mentioning that the domestic

helps are excluded in the Labour
Law 2006, the speakers also called
on the authorities concerned to
take inunediate steps (0 Ncorpo-
rate them in the law to ensure their
rights.

The press conference was
organised ahead of the May Day by
the Domestic Workers Rights
Network-Bangladesh (DWRN), a

METROPOLITAN

Enact law to protect rights
of domestic helps

group of 22 non-government
organisations, at Dhaka Reporters
Unity auditorium.

The speakers stressed the need
for formulating a code of conduct
titled ‘Ensuring rights and welfare
of domestic helps’ until the rele-
vant lawis enacted.

Speaking at the press confer-
ence BNP Joint Secretary General
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Nazrul Islam Khan, who is also the
executive director of Bangladesh
Institute of Labour Studies (BILS),
said law is essential for stopping
violence against domestic work-
ers.

Referring a BILS study based on
reports published in different
dailies from 2001 to 2008, Nazrul

said a total of 305 domestic work

ers died due to violence during this
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DU Career
Club
launched

UNB, Dhaka

Dhaka University Career Club
and its website
www.ducareerclub.org -- was
launched at the Nabab Nawab
AliChowdhury Senate Bhaban
auditorium yesterday.

State Minister for Science
and ICT Architect Yeafesh
Osman attended the launch-
ing ceremony as chief guest
while DU Vice Chancellor Prof
AAMS Arefin Sidique presided
over the ceremony, said a
pressrelease.
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enhance the responsibility of the
householders towards domestic
workers.

Farida Yeasmin, deputy direc-
tor of Bangladesh Legal Aid and
Services Trust (Blast), said the
government should cooperate to
run the cases of domestic helps as
mostof the victims cannot bear the
expenses dueto poverty.

While presenting the keynote
paper Bangladesh Trade Union
(BTU) President Dr Wajedul Islam
suggested recommendations
including forming a wage board
for domestic workers.

He said over 20 lakh people
working as domestic help in the
country and of them around 80
percent are women and children.

Advocate Salma Ali, executive
director of Bangladesh National
Women Lawyers Association, and
Abu Taher, director of Surovi, also
spoke atthe conference.,

Barisal medical
college reopens

tomorrow
UNB, Barisal

~Low Operating Costs, Durable and Dependable

~ Attractive Price

Barisal Sher-e-Bangla Medical
College (SBMC) reopens
tomorrow after a 10-day forced
closure following a factional
clash of the ruling party's
student wing Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL).
Campus sources said all
dormitories of the medical
college would be reopened
today for the students who
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law enforcers and discussed |

measures to ensure security of
thestudentson the campus.

The medical college was
closed for an indefinite period
on April 17 following a clash
between two groups of BCL
acuvists on the campus that
left fourstudentsinjured.

A hve-member investiga-
tion committee formed earlier
to probe the incident is
expected to submit its report
alter the reopening of the
college.

N
K

e

ubai. Fly Emirares. Keep di:

400 international awards and over 100 destinations worldwide. For more details visit emirates.com/bd or call Emirates
on 9892801 (Dhaka), 725647 (Chittagong), 711200 (Sylhet). Enjoy frequent flyer benefits at skywards.com

¢l and destinarion .iS'

. -

L 5

12 Tel: 88 02 8822351, 8822391, | l ; _ IBRE LY
el o D A RN o+ Rl dre o Th " ... | - .* L &8 7y
SRS B b T g s o i i LS ROy CRNCTRPRES TR > oy -




