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OF INTEREST

Consulting Services “Decentralization and Local Government Reforms in South Asia”

The World Bank has been actively supporting decentralization reforms in the region through policy support, analytical
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< e lﬁwﬂm;::;:ﬁ}c;:riimuau e {wnui?::ﬁ ST ST studies, investment projects on service delivery, and institutional development at the national and local levels. In Bangladesh,
SR My 08/3000Ee (15 (Fifteen) Kinds of Raw Materials) SIS, for example, the Bank is supporting the Government of Bnng]adesh to implement the Local Governance Support Project
S T PTSBTNE 4W] (STRCETUIN) | Hevia TReTe o ey ¢ | WREHR (NI eia @ S (LGSP) which aims to improve local governance and service delivery in nearly 4500 local government units. The project now
Ll bl - in its third year currently provides direct block grants to about 2300 local governments and holds them accountable to the
2.2% DI 900,00 (ATEME W) WK So/o8RoodT go/o8/ ““‘:}ﬁ% utilization of these funds through a range of public and social accountability measures. Related to, but independent of LGSP
I Y300 Wbwt SlLEL LA is the Non-lending Technical Assistance (NLTA) for local governance which supports analytical work and provides technical
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assistance to the Government on critical local governance/government policy and institutional issues, Supported through a
4-year programmatic trust fund, NLTA, which commenced on July 2007, has played a lkey behind-the-scenes role in
facilitating the recent legislative reform initiatives taken by the CTG. In Sri Lanka, the Bank is commencing the preparation

cuts forare - Sw-wrey

ST SV o RAsTet for the latest news highlights of a local service delivery project that aims to strengthen the third tier of local governments in the North and East provinces.
wifak s efelaad e in English Concurrently, the Bank is also initiating a range of technical assistance activities aimed at creating the climate and capacity for
GD-2068 T g e intergovernmental reform at the central and provincial levels.

The South Asia Sustainable Development Department of the World Bank is inviting proposals from entities such as, but not
limited to, private firms, academic institutes and training agencies, to develop and carry out a training program on
decentralization and local government reform in developing countries. The program will be specially suited for South Asia,
and in particular for Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. The participants in 2009 would include senior and mid level government

CALL FOR CONCEPT NOTES officials from Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, The selected firm is expected to develop and field test the program, and run the
ASPS I1 ADAPTIVE RESEARCH PROGRAMME program initially for groups of about 25-30 officials from central/provincial ministries (local government, finance, planning

etc.), local government institutions and civil service academies/training institutes, It is also expected that the selected firm will
. . : : : partner with and impart knowledge to an appropriate local institution identified by the firm that can continue to carry out
Fu"dec{ by the Danish Imemam’“_“{ pevei?pfnem ASSISIEI:ICE (Danida), ”fe (EHERICITE SURROLT Progmrmne the training program on a periodic basis. Based on the success of the 2009 program, the selected firm may be engaged for
(ASPS 1II) has extensive field activities within the crop, livestock, ﬁShenekS' and rural rOad. Su!}'sccwn’ and providing continued support, quality control, curriculum improvements, and oversight to the program on a longer term.

involves a range of stakeholders, including extension, research, Community Based Organizations (CBOs),
Farmer Clubs/Groups, Local Contracting Societies (LCSs) and the private sector. Further, ASPS II supports

decentralized, integrated and demand-driven approaches to agriculture extension services delivery.

Government of Bangladesh Danida

Objectives of the Assignment

Improving capacities of key institutions at various tiers of government to meet the challenges of a multi-tiered system of
governance has been a key challenge in all of the countries. In much of South Asia, officials at the central, state and local

The development objective fO{ ASPS Il is improx—*_ed living Fonditions of e marginal and small farmer levels are struggling to understand, adjust and respond to the demands of the emerging paradigm shift. There is little
households through enhanced, integrated and sustainable agricultural productivity. understanding among these officials regarding what is decentralization, what it entails, and what are its demands on various
The ASPS II support is centered on the following three components: tiers of government. Recognizing this near pervasive lack of capacity, the World Bank mtc.nds to develop a comprehensive
_ training and capacity building program on ‘Decentralization and Local Government Reform’ for targeting mid to senior level
« Agriculture Extension Component (AEC); professionals from local, provincial and national governments of Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. Depending on the success of the
g - : : B3 , RFI : program, officials from other South Asian countries may be included at a later date. The workshop is tentatively scheduled to
Regional Fisheries and Livestock Develapment Compornent ( e be held in a South Asian location during July-August 2009. The aim of the program is to strengthen the abilities of the
 Rural Roads and Market Access Component (RRMAC). participating officials who are both policy formulators and frontline implementors of decentralization and local government
Each of the Components has technical implementation units in addition to a Programme Support Unit that strengthening programs and projects in these countries.
provides the overall coordination and monitoring. Scope of Work
The objective of the ASPS II Adaptive Research Programme is to finance farmer/producer demand driven The 5-6 day long training program should include a combination of general topics on decentralization as well as
agricultural research projects for poor marginal and small farmer households through enhanced, integrated sector/thematic/country specific discussions that cater to participants based on their specific scope of work and/or policy
and sustainable agnicultural productivity of the producers, in order to improve their living conditions. Thus, interests. First half of the program is expected to address more generic decentralization and local governance issues as they

relate to South Asia, while the second half of the program will address specific issues and/or cater to specific audience. Further

the research must be done together with ASPS II target groups and designed in such a way that the results Loa : _ _ _
the firm 1s also expected to provide follow-up support to the trainees for a reasonable period of time (e.g. 12-18 months) after

can be of immediate use. 5 . iy x NP
the completion of their formal training program. Please note that we are only providing broad guidelines for the program

A Concept Note and the subsequent detailed Project Proposal must address at least one of 36 Thematic structure, We expect the firm to be creative in design and methods of training, as well as in the choice of location for the first

Research Areas (Ref. to guidelines) under the following five headings: (A). Cross Cutting and Socio- round of training. Descriptions of sessions for every program day should be provided as part of the proposal.

Economics, (B). Crops, (C). Fisheries, (D). Livestock and (E). Rural Road and Market Access. Time: The timeline covers a period from June 15, 2009 to December 30, 2009

The pmpqsed 1"2 years adaptive research must be conducted in A_SPS [l key intervention areas and in close Interested firms must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services. The information shall

collaboration with the ASPS II target groups under the respective ASPS II field components and must include services of similar work; professional staff, organizing and in providing training, organizing seminars, preparation of

contain elements of testing of existing research for wider use by the farming community. training and study material and other activities. The firm should possess at least 5 (five) years of experience in developing

3344 . D . traini dules and providi ining in |
The Concept Note must be prepared as per Guidelines for Preparation, Submission, Selection and SRS Rpavicth el i duord  geyRKrlanies ank decenrzalizaiop

Implementation of ASPS IT Adaptive Research Projects of April 2009 obtainable together with the ASPS II The Consultancy firm will be selected in accordance with World Bank Guidelines: (Selection and Employment of
Consultants by World Bank Borrowers May 2004 revised October 2006). The Consultant Firm will be selected based on the

Inception Reports (AEC, RFLDC & RRMAC) from the following Website: http://www.ambdhaka.um.d . ‘
o Bt Aapm yne ol Sibl Ll Quality and Cost Selection (QCBS) method. It is anticipated that Requests for Proposals (RFP) will be issued to the

Interested and eligible Government and Non Governmental Organizations, Universities and Private shortlisted firms only in June, 2009.
Research Organizations, with excellence in relev invited to submit | . . .
= relevant research, are invit a Concept Note Expressions of Interest (EOI) must be clearly marked “Expression of Interest (EOI) for Selection and Employment of a

Grants will not be provided ,[Flmdmﬂh" & - W g 5 3 : ¥ Consultancy Firm for Conducting Decentralization and focal Government Reforms-in South Asia through Quality and*

Successful Concept Notes within an estimated budget range,‘ of BDT 3.6-7.2 million per project 'wm be Cost ‘Seizctiuc? (QhC':BS) method” and delivered to the address below by May 10, 2009. Electronic submission of EOI's are
permitted under this notice.

followed by an invitation to prepare a detailed Project Proposal not later than 3-4 weeks after the deadline

of submitting the Concept Note. Collaborative/joint research with national and international research EOIs received after the deadline will not be considered for short-listing. The World Bank will not be responsible for any
organizations will have preference. delay in submission of EOIs including delay due to postal or any other reason whatsoever.
During the call for concept notes queries will not be met and undue contacts to ASPS IVGOB/EOD will Balakrishna Menon Parameswaran Roban Selvaratnam
lead to disqualification. Incomplete applications, late sub-missions and failure to comply with the above- Senior Urban Specialist Operations Analyst
mentioned guidelines and prescribed formats will lead to rejection, without the obligations of providing The World Bank The World Bank
reasons. ISIEhH Street, N.W. MSN 10-1002 1818 H Street, N.W. MSN 10-1002
] G _ _ Washington, DC, 2009 Washi , DC, 2009
The deadline for submission of the Concept Note is 14 May 2009 at 16 hrs delivered by mail or courier in Tel: 202-458-8027 Tef 2;}23—14{;1;-6541
three hard copies (one original and two copies) in a sealed envelope (see above-mentioned guidelines) to Fax: 202-522-3713 Fax: 202-522-3713
the following address: Embassy of Denmark, House 1, Road 51, Gulshan 2, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh. E-mail: Bmenonparameswaran@worldbank.org E-mail: Rselvaratnam@worldbank.org

Concept Notes sent by e-mail will not be accepted.
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