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An egotistical, suicidal poet

Group Art

Exhibition

Featuring 167 artworks by
107 Bangladesh antists
Venue: Saju Art Gallery,

F 4041, D.C.C North
Super Markel, 2nd Clrcle,
Gulshan

Date: April 11-May 12
Time: 10am-8pm

DHAKA WEDNESDAY APRIL 22, 2009 Culture@thedailystar.net

Dance Festival
Featuring Classical and

contemporary

Organiser: Srighti
Cultural Cantre
Venue; National

« Theatre Stage,
Date: April 25-26

Time: 7:00pm
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Jibanananda Das, as observed by one of his initial admirers

JAMIL MAHMUD
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Jibanananda Das is consid-
ered to be one of the bright-
est poets in the post-Tagore
Bangla poetry scene, discus-
sants claimed at a
programme held at Bengal
Shilpalay, Dhanmondi on
April 20. Monthly literary
magazine 'Kali O Kalam'
arranged the informal dis-
cussion on Das' life and
works, where the late poet's
friend, Kolkata-based
poet-physician, Bhumendra
Guha reminisced on Das and
disclosed many unknown
facets ofhis life.

Guha met Das when both
worked for a poetry publica-
tion "Mayukh." Guha
became friends with Das and
observed the last two years of
the poet's life closely. In Das'
lifetime, Guha was one of the
few admires of his writings.
After Das' untimely death in
1954, Guha discovered sev-
eral boxes at his home con-
taining manuscripts and
journals

"Days after Das' death,
his younger brother
requested me to transfer his
belongings -- rRAURhIVery
modest -- from*“Das™ resi-
dence to his. That is when |
discovered boxes full ‘of
manuscripts and journals,”
sald Guha at the programme.
Guha has published eight
books of poetry and received

the
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Bhumendra Guha reminisces on Jibanananda Das. Abul Hasnat (left) also seen in the photo.

a 'Rabindra Award.'

Guha kept those manu-
scripts with utmost care
Li“ the completion of his
post gradiration irf Medical
Science in 1968. After that
he became busy with his
profession and forgot
manuscripts
his retirement in
In 1995,

about the

until

1994,

sCripts.
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he started
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09:05 Talk Show
08:30  Musical Programme: Shaswata
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il 10:05  Open University
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He said, "After my retire-
mentel was free. (0 pursue

gg T was pasgmnatc
about. One day, Das' nephew
came to me with some manu-
scripts and asked me to do
something with them. Since
then, I have been working on

Das’ poetry and I want to

continue this endeavour till
my last breath,” Guha said at
the programme.

One of Das' posthumous
publications, "Dhushor
Pandulipi,” is a collection of
poems from those manu-
SCripts.

Answering one of the
questions at the programme,
Guha termed Das as "one of

Baishakhi Fair
Organiser: BSCIC

Venue: Bangla
Academy premises
Date: April 14-24
Time: 10am-Bpm

the most self-centred
human beings" that he has
observed. He said, "Das was
only committed to his craft.
As a father and a husband,
Das was a total failure. He
continually ignored his wife,
Labonya. Das even wrote in
his diary that if his wife died
it would be beneficial for his
writing."

There are disputes
regarding the cause of Das'
death, asithasbeen alleged
by somie that his untimely
death was a suicide. Many
believe the poet's death
was an unfortunate acci-
dent. Guha referred to
circumstances and argued
that Das' death was a sui-
cide. "In the history of
Kolkata, Das is the only
human being who died
following a collision with
the tram. Writings in his
journals suggest that he
was totally obsessed with
death," Guha said.

Guha also claimed that
Das' poetry possesses an
appeal that can draw readers
of all ages. He said, "I felt
passionate about his writing
when I was very young, and
I'mstillattracted toit."

Srior:lo (ediscussion
Luva Nahld'Gthﬂm
director general of Bengal
Foundation welcomed the
audience. Abul Hasnat,
editor of Kali O Kalam,
introduced Bhumendra
Guha.
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Da Vinci Code sequel set for
2009 release

A sequel to Dan Brown's
conspiracy theory novel
"The Da Vinci Code” will be

published on September 15
2009.

"The Lost Symbol” “will
follow hero Robert Langdon
through a 12-hour
timeframe,

Brown described writing
the new novel, which was
originally set for release in
2006 as "a strange and won-
derful journey."

"The Da Vinci Code" was
released in 2003. It became a
worldwide hit, selling 81
million copies and spawn-
ing a hit film starring Tom
Hanks.

The book saw
symbologist Robert
Langdon investigating a
murder in The Louvre
museum in Paris, a trail
that led him into the
murky waters of Christian
history.

Details of the plot of the
new novel are being kept
under wraps, but Brown's
editor Jason Kaufman
described the setting of "The
Lost Symbol” as "a masterful
and unexpected new land-
scape”.

the story's 12-hour
timeframe was an exhilarat-
ing challenge. Robert
Langdon's life clearly
moves a lot faster than
mine."

“The Da Vinci Code” was Brown’s fourth novel but the first
to find huge sales.

nd in
the wake of its success his
previous works also became
best sellers -- with the quar-
tet now ranking as the UK's
top four best-selling adult
paperback novels of all
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A.film adaptation of "An-
gels and Demons,” a previ-
ous Robert Langdon story, is
due for release in May this
year.
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Swapney Boshobash

On Banglavision at 8:15 pm
Drama Serial

Cast Pijush Bandyopadhyay, Shams Shumon
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