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Former chief minister of Punjab state Amarinder Singh (3L) along with Congress candidate for parlia-
mentary seat for Khadur Sahib, Rana Gurjit Singh (2R) and his wife Harbans Kaur (2L), senior
Congress leader and working president of Punjab Pardesh Congress Committee, Lal Singh (3R) are
garlanded by supporters during an election campaign rally at the village Tran Tarn, about 28km from

Amritsar on Monday.
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Curtain falls on campaigning
for second phase of polls

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

T'he cacophony of rallies and processions
ended yesterday coinciding with the 48-
hour mandatory campaigning ban dead-
line set by the Election Commission as
India prepared for the second phase of
the Lok Sabha elections on Thursday

covering 141 of the 543 seats.

As leaders of different political parties
switched to door-to-door campalgning,
the second phase of elections will see the
electoral fate of a number of political
heavyweights, including Rahul Gandhi,
scion of the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty,
Nationalist Congress Party chief and
Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar,
Commerce and Industry Minister and
Congress leader Kamal Nath, Lok
Janashakti Party chief and Federal
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan andsenior BJP

Parliament,

leader Sushma Swaraj being sealed in
Elertnmic‘u’utingMuchines{EVMsj,
While Rahul, 38, is in fray from the
family's pocket borough Amethi in
Uttar Pradesh, Pawar is trying his Juck
from Madha in Maharashtra, a new
constituency for him as he left his tradi-
tional Baramati constituency to his
daughter Supriya Sule who is a member
of Rajya Sabha, upper house of

Kamal Nath is in the battle from
Chhindwara constituency and Swaraj in
Vidisha, both in Madhya Pradesh state
ruled by BJP, and Paswan is contestng
from Hajipurin Bihar state.

Along with the second phase of parlia-
mentary polls, elections will also be held
to remaining seats in assemblies in
Andhra Pradesh and Orissa states to
complete the polling for legislatures in

the two states.
The second phase will see polls being

administered territories. The first phase
on April 16 saw polling In 124 parliamen-
tary constituencies,

Chief Minister Y S Rajasekara Reddy, his

main political rival and TDP President N
Chandrababu Naidu and Telugu super- °
- not as one individual but all

. three of us together. We are a
A total of 2,041 candidates, including

star-politician Chiranjeevi who floated
his Praja Rajyam Party.

121 women, are in fray in the second of
the five-phased parliamentary polls.

In Orissa, Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik faces a tough battle to retain

[lerms.

held in the largest chunk of Lok Sabha
seats spread across 13 states and federally :

power after two successive five-year
- pollpanel.
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Indian EC
always works

‘as a team:
‘new CEC

- INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,

New Delhi

Taking charge as the ne;
Chief Electinh

- Commissioner of the coun-
, . _ try, Navin Chawla Tuesday
Among prominent candidates in '

Andhra Pradesh assembly elections are
Y - worked as a team and took all

asserted that the poll panel

decisions in consensus.,
"We are here before you

three-member commission

- and all the decisions are
taken jointly," Chawla told a

press conference after taking
charge as the new head of the

Country faces threat
from within

Reiterates Sonia

INDO ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Ranchi

Reiterating her controversial
remark, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi yesterday said
the country faces a threat from
forces within that were trying
to divide it in the name of
religion

She also appealed to youths
in Jharkhand to shun Maoist
violence and join the main-
stream,

“The country not only faces
a threat from terrorists but also
from communal forces trying
to divide people in the name of
religion,” Sonia Gandhi said,
addressing arally here.

“The Congress talks about
the welfare of all sections of
society but there are some who

are trying to break the country
in the name ol religion. Hindus,
Muslims, Christians want to
live in peace and want two
square mealsaday.”

Nearly 10 days ago, a similar
statement by her in Jharkhand
had created controversy. Rival
Bharatiya Janata Party's prime
ministerial candidate LK
Advani had sought an apology
from Sonia Gandhi for saying
that the country faces a threat
from within.

On the last day of cam-
paigning for the second phase
of polls Thursday, Sonia
(Gandhi addressed a rally here
in favour of Central Food
Processing Minister and
Congress candidate from
RanchiSubodh KantSahay:.

Lawyer of Mumbai

suspect asks
for trial halt

AFP, Mumbai

The lawyer for the Pakistani on
trial in India over last year's
Mumbai attacks on Tuesday
asked for the case to be
adjourned for one month to
allow him to construct a
proper defence.

Abbas Kazmi was only
appointed to represent
Mohammed Ajmal Kasab last
Thursday and has yet to wade
through the 11,000-page
chargesheet prepared by the
prosecution.

He also asked a judge at a
special prison court in
Mumbai for the dossier to be
translated into Urdu, Kasab's
mothertongue.

The defendant, who does
not have a translator, on

Monday complained that he
could not follow proceedings,
which are mainly in English
with some Hindi phrases,
saying the only words he
understood were "Kasab" and
"Pakistan.”

Both requests were "in the
Interests of justice and a fair
trial,” Kazmi submitted, sup-
portung his applications with
caselaw.

"No procedure can be said
to be fair, just and reasonable
which denies the appointed
lawyer adequate time to pre-
pare the case before the trial
commences,” he told the
judge.

‘If I don't have proper
instructions (from Kasab) it
will be impossible for me to

Advani not a
'Iron Man',
says Rahul

PTI, Pipariya

Attacking BJP's prime minis-
terial candidate L. K Advani,
AICC General Secretary Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday said that it
was wrongto callhimas a 'Loh
Purush’ (Iron Man).

"There was only one 'Iron
Man’ in the country and his
name was Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel," he said at an election
meeting at the RNA Ground in
Pipariya for Rao Uday Pratap
Singh, who is the party nomi-
nee from the Hoshangabad-
Narsinghpur constituency.

Describing the Congress as
the party of the 'Aam Aadmi’,
he said that as compared to
the NDA, the UPA had sanc-
tioned more funds to the BJP
government in Madhya
Pradesh.

BJP only 'truly' secular
party in India: Advani

ANI, Bangalore/Kolkata

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
Prime Ministerial candidate L
K Advani has said that the BJP
1s the only "truly" secular
partyinthe country.

Campaigning in Bangalore,
Advani charged the Congress
Party of pampering to minor-
ity Muslhims,

Citing December 2001
Parliament attack convict
Afzal Guru, his death sen-
tenced confirmed by the
Supreme Court, Advani said
that he would have been
hanged by now, if he were a
Hindu.

'If Afzal Guru was Anand
Mohan, he would have been
hanged. 1 don't blame the
Muslims. They do not want
terrorism in the country. But
these people, who play vote

bank politics do not under-
stand that by having this kind
of an approach, they are actu-
ally, insulting Muslims. The
BJP promises that if there is
any party in the country that is
truly secular, it is the BJR"
Advani said.

Meanwhile, Trinamool
Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee in Kolkata lashed out
atthe Left Front.

“Since 32 years, there is no
change in West Bengal. The
West Bengal Government is a
government of the goons, by
the goons and for the goons.
Theydon'tacceptthe constitu-
tional obligations or the public
obligation. They ng the elec-
tion and they kill people. They
are not allowing us to cam-
paign. This government has to
be sacked. We want democratic
elections," she said.

PHOTO: AFP
Indian lawyer Abbas Kazmi speaks with the media outside the

special bomb-proof court at Arthur Road jail in Mumbai yesterday.
The lawyer for the Pakistani national put to trial in India over last
year's Mumbai attacks asked for the case to be adjourned for one

proceed.”

month to allow him to constructa proper defence.

Indian SC to
hear lawsuit
on funds
stashed abroad

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
New Delhi e § &5 &

The Supreme Court will
Wednesday hear a lawsuit
asking the the government to
explain what steps were
being taken to bring back
over Rs70 lakh crore (Rs 7
trillion) of Indian black
money alleged to be stashed
in foreign banks all over the
world.

A bench of Chief Justice
KG Balakrishnan Tuesday
decided to urgently hear the
lawsuit after senior counsel
Anil B Divan told the bench
that a lawsuit for bringing
back Indian money from
foreign banks had been filed
in the apex courtregistry.

Divan pleaded for urgent
hearing of the matter.

PHOTO: AFF

Civil rights activists protest in front of the parliament in Islamabad on Monday against the US drone
attacks in semi-autonomous Waziristan. Pakistan helicopter gunships raided suspected militant
hideouts near the Afghan border killing 20 insurgents and destroying their positions.,

Oxfam predicts millions
more victims of
climate change

. AFP, London

enough,” said Oxfam chiet

1] ¥

Hundreds of millions of people
will become victims of climate
change-related disasters over
the next six years, Oxfam said
yesterday, urging governments
to change the way they respond
tosuchevents.

The British-based aid and
development charity estimated
the number of people affected
by climatic disasters would rise
by 54 percent to 375 million
people a year on average by
2015, based on data on similar
disasterssince 1980.

In a new report, it warned
thathumanitananaid spending
and the way it was allocated was
far from prepared to meet the
challenge.

"The response is often fickle
--too little, too lateand notgood

executive Barbara Stocking,

"The system can barely
cope with the current levels of
disasters and could be over-
whelmed by a substanmnal
increase in numbers of people
affected. There must be a
fundamental reform of the
system."

The report, "The Right to
Survive”, says governments can
take action to mitigate the effect
of climatic disasters, citing
investment by Bangladesh in
cyclone protection measures,
which has reduced the death
toll from storms.

"While there has been a
steady increase in climate-
related events, it is poverty and
political indifference that
make a storm a disaster,”
Stockingsaid.

Somali pirates
free Philippine
tanker, 23

crew members

Somali pirates freed a chemi-
cal tanker and its 23 Filipino
crew members Tuesday after
holding them hostage in the
(ulfofAden for more than five
months, the ship owner and
officials said.

The release came a day

alter a separate group of ban-
dits freed the Lebanese-

owned food aid freighter MV
Sea Horse after receiving

100,000 from Somali busi-

nessmen. At least 16 other
ships with nearly 300 crew

remain in the hands of Somali
pirates.

The Philippine company
Sagana Shipping Inc. declined
to say whether it paid any
ransom for Tuesday's release

ofits ship, MT Stolt Strength.
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