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Ireland players celebrate with the winners® trophy after beating Canada in the final of the 2011 ICC World Cup qualifier tournament at
Centurion in South Africa on Sunday.

[rish triumph

"This Ireland is
greatest ever'

AFP, Johannesburg

Manager Roy Torrens on
Monday hailed the Ireland
team that won the 2011
Cricket World Cup Qualifier
tournament in South Africa as
the best to represent the
country.

"They are even better than
the side that shocked Pakistan
and Bangladesh at the last
World Cup," said the man
involved for 40 years with the
national team as a player,
selector, official and manager.

So serious were Ireland
that the players readily
accepted abanonalcoholand
carbonated drinks during the
19-day tournament and there
were daily breathalyser tests
on the team bus en route to
matches and training.

“Not one player failed a
test. All they drank from the
start of the tournament until
after the final was still water
and it obviously worked won-
ders,” Torrens told AFP.

[reland finished the five-
match first phase of the
Qualifier with a 100 per cent
record, topped the second-
stage Super 8 table, and
crushed Canada by nine
wickets in the final on Sunday.

The Irish were also the first
country to clinch a ticket to
the World Cup in Bangladesh,
India and Sri Lanka with
Canada, Netherlands and
Kenya following 48 hours
later.

Torrens said there was no
secret behind the "green
machine” success, just 100
per cent commitment from
the 15 players, West Indian
coach Phil Simmons and the
back-up staff.

As the last winter
approached in Ireland and
temperatures plummeted,
the 10 part-time squad mem-
bers vowed to leave their
families and friends each
weekend and attend two-day
camps.

Did U Know?

The javelin, which was thrown in the
ancient Greek Olympics, became a
modem men's Olympic sport in 1908
and a women's eventin 1932.

Rafael Nadal
(World No. 1 tennis star)

‘It is very emotional for me
here, winning five in a row. I'm
very, very happy."

After winning the Monte
Carlo Masters title on
Sunday.

R

AFP, Centurion

William Porterfield and Trent Johnston shone
as Ireland crushed Canada by nine wickets in
the 2011 Cricket World Cup Qualifier tourna-
ment final on Sunday. :

Opener and skipper Porterfield finished
unbeaten on 104 after a 164-minute stand at
Centurion Park as Ireland made 188 for the loss
of only one wicket after Canada were all out for
185 six balls shortof their allotted 50 overs.

Seamer Johnston delivered a career-best 5-
14 1na 10-over spell that included four maidens
to set up a second victory for Ireland over
Canada after winning a first-round clash by six
wickets two weeks ago.

"We were beaten in the final by Scotland
four years ago and wanted to go one step fur-
ther this time. The way the guys have played
over the past 19 days has been fantastic," said
Porterfield.

"When Trent came on he was magnificent.
He has been a great performer for us, not just
over the last few weeks but for years now, and
deserves all the plaudits he gets.

"He had a niggle coming into this match and
was in pain after a couple of overs, but the way
he fought through thatand bowled as well as he
did wasinspirational.”

Canada struggled from the start with the bat
at the Test venue between Pretoria and
Johannesburg and were staring humiliation at
92-7 before Umar Bhatti and Havir Baidwan
added 39 runs.

After Baidwan (14) was trapped leg before,
Bhatti found an even more prolific partner in
Khurram Chohan and they added 54 runs to
spare some Canadian blushes.

Bhatti was run out for 46 and Chohan made
26 while Boyd Rankin also impressed with the
ball for Ireland, claiming 2-34 in his 10 overs
thatincluded three maidens.

Porterfield has been an inspirational leader
during the final qualifying tournament for the
World Cup in Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka
and punished Canadian bowling and fielding
thatleft much tobe desired.

His half-century came up in 80 balls and
with able support from Gary Wilson (38) and
Niall O'Brien (38 not out) the outcome was
neverindoubtonahot, clearautumn day.

Netherlands defeated Kenya by six wickets
to finish third, Afghanistan won by 89 runs
against Scotland to claim fifth spot and United
Arab Emirates triumphed by five wickets
against Namibia to come seventh.

Ireland, Canada, Netherlands and Kenya
qualify for the World Cup and the quartet plus
Afghanistan and Scotland earn ODI status for
the next four years and automatic places in the
2009-2010 Intercontinental Cup.

VB is back

FROM PAGE 17

Imtiaz and AFC's administrator
of Vision Asia Department
Yogesh Desai are on a two-day
visit to Dhaka to restart the VB

Full Pak tour in

programme which was first
planned to belaunched in 2002.

The BFF has nominated
two district FA's (Football
Association) to start with. The
two FA's, which are
Narayanganj and Chandpur,
will serve as models for the rest
of the country's districts to
follow.

"The Vision Bangladesh
programime was set to start in
2002-2003 but it did not hap-
pen for various reasons. But
the current executive commit-
tee of the BFF has come for-
ward for kick-starting the
programme once again and
they have assured us of full co-
operation,” said Imtiaz.

Imtiaz informed the press
that VB is part of AFC's grand
Vision Asia plan and for this
project, Asia has been divided
into four zones namely -- West
Asia, Central/South Asia,
South EastAsiaand East Asia.

"We are happy with the
football structure in
Bangladesh as it is a club-
based structure and [ am sure
the VB programme will thrive
under such a system. There
will be club-based competi-
tive leagues in the two districts
BFF has nominated and the
other districts can use it as a
prototype,” elaborated Imtiaz.

AFC will provide the tech-
nical support for these leagues
and will also conduct a study
throughout their two-day
assessmentvisit.

Camp begins
FROM PAGE 17
management to pay special
attention to fitness and per-
formance of these players so
that they are mentally and
physically prepared to play if
they are called up in the
national T20 squad. Because
you might need an experi-
enced opener like Hannan or
pacer like Tareq if someone
suffered an injury,” he added.
The selected players with
the exception of captain
Mohammad Ashraful and his
deputy Mashrafe Bin Mortaza,
who are now in South Africa
for the Indian Premier League,
have been asked to report to
coach Jamie Siddons today at
the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium in Mirpur by 8:30am.
The focus will be on the
fitness and skill for the first few
days' training and then the
players will play three T20
matches against Bangladesh A
team and three T20 games
against Maharashtra Cricket
Assoclation,

NZ unlikely

K¥Y ) Cricket

T T T el W Y

AFP, Wellington

New Zealand is unlikely to
host a full cricket series against
Pakistan at the end of the year
to replace a scheduled tour of
the country, New Zealand
Cricket chief executive Justin
Vaughan said Monday.

However, it would be keen
to host a Test series in
December, with one-day
matches being rescheduled to
another time, Vaughan told the
New Zealand Press Association.

New Zealand does not want
to go ahead with the planned
tour to Pakistan in November
and December after the terror
attack on the Sri Lankan team
in Lahore early last month,
which killed eight Pakistanis
and injured seven members of
the touring squad.

Pakistan Cricket Board
chairman [jaz Butt said Sunday
after meeting Vaughan in
Dubai that New Zealand was
offeringto hosttheseries.

"We have discussed the
series but have yet to reach a
final decision on it," Butt told
AFP.

"At the moment New
Zealand are averse to touring
Pakistan. Soamongthe options
available, the best is to play in
NewZealand."

Vaughan said likely weather

problems in November would
mean it would be difficult to
host a full tour of three Tests
and five one-day internation-
als.

New Zealand would ideally
host the tests in December,
ahead of Pakistan's Test series
in Australia.

While Vaughan said the
one-day matches could be
played in the United Arab
Emirates in November, he
added that the one-dayers and
Test matches did not necessar-
ily have to be played together.

"Pakistan and New Zealand
both have relatively unclut-
tered schedules over the next
year or two, so the one-dayers
could be deferred until a later
stage, if that was necessary to
play it in the ideal venue," he
said.

BFF seeks

FROM PAGE 17
looked into with due atten-
tion.

Besides, the BFF president
has also requested the finance
minister for waiver of 15 per
cent value added tax its spon-
sors have to bear.

Vice-president Kazi Nabil
Ahmed, general secretary Al-
Musabbir Sadi and member
Anwarul Huq Helal accompa-
nied the BFF president during
their visit to the finance minis-
ter's office.

Sachin doesn't like it

FROM PAGE 17
team's momentum, leading to

a loss against Delhi
Daredevils.

"We had the momentum
and we had seven and a half
minutes to lose it," Moody
said. "It was the perfect time
for Daniel Vettori to come on
and secure the momentum
back in favour of Delhi. But
there are going to be days in
this tournament when it
works in our favour too."

Meanwhile, Chandrasekhar
wrote Morkel's omission was a
key reason for Chennai's 19-
run loss to Mumbai. "A last
minute change to the side was
to prove costly for us as Albie
landed here sans his gear, The
airline had lostitin transit from
Johannesburg where he had
played the last ODI game
against the touring Aussies,” he
wrote. "Albie was very disap-
pointed and stressed at the sad

turn of events. We missed him
for his all-round skills,
although Thushara did bowl
wellin his openingspell.”

The other disappointments
for Chennai was the catch
dropped by Mathew Hayden at
slip to let off Sachin Tendulkar
off Andrew Flintoff and the
three sixes hit by Abhishek
Nayar in another Flintoff over.
"Tendulkar was dropped early
and later, Abhishek Nayar got
stuck into Freddie,"
Chandrasekhar wrote. "A little
more planning was necessary
for local players and that is an
area to be addressed with
greater care. Nayar's cameo
gave them a competitive score,
These factors, combined with a
bad start to our chase when we
lost a couple of early wickets,
put us quickly in a catch up
mode especially as Haydos
[Hayden] couldn't dictate
terms to Bhajji."

Safina sits
on top

AP, London

Dinara Safina officlally took
over the top ranking on the
WTA Tour on Monday, making
her and older sibling Marat
Safin the only brother-sister
duo to have been No. 1 in
professional tennis.

Safina, who has yet to win a
Grand Slam title but twice
reached amajor final, is the 19th
woman to top the rankings
since they were introduced in
1975. She s also only the second
Russian woman after Maria
SharapovatoreachNo. 1.

Safina replaced Serena
Williams at the top, even
though the American beat her
in the Australian Open final
this year. Last year, Safina lost
to Ana Ivanovic in the French
Open final.

In the latest standings the
22-year-old Safina moves up
to 8951 points, with Williams
insecondon 8272,

Marat Safin was ranked No.
1 on the men's tour in 2000, the
same year he won the first of
two Grand Slam singles titles.

"He has two Grand Slams,”
Safina said of her brother in a
video posted on the WTA's
Web site. “He's still much
better than me, so I have to
catch him.”

Safina won four titles last
year.

An MGH
appeal

SPORTS REPORTER

MGH Infocomm Ltd has urged
Bangladeshi TV viewers to
watch the Indian Premier
League (IPL) live and exclu-
sivelyon "Set Max".

MGH Infocomm is a sister
concern of leading business
house MGH Group, who are
the only authorised nation-
wide legal distributor of Sony
and Set Max networks.

Sony Entertainment
Television earned the broad-
casting rights of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) backed IPL for 10 years
starting from April 2008, win-
ning the bid for 1.026 billion
dollars.

MGH Incomm Ltd is
expected to make IPL cover-
age available up to 65-70 per
cent Bangladeshi TV viewers
through its authorised 170
cable operators.

"As legal distributor of
Sony and Set Max, Discovery
and the Star Group, we are
paying taxes to the govern-
ment treasury regularly so we
request the country's cricket
lovers to watch IPL live only
through the legal cable opera-
tors,” said MGH Group mar-
keting manager Farhan
Rashid at a press conference
on Sunday.

The second edition of the
IPL, covering 34 days of excit-
ing cricket with eight teams
playing 56 matches, began on
Saturday in Cape Town, South
Africa with top international
cricketers from across the
world participating init.

IPL '09 loses
viewership!

PT1, New Delhi

The much-hyped Indian
Premier League's (IPL) second
season is struggling to attract
eyeballs, with viewership
tracking agencies reporting
lesser numbers this year as it
tries to overcome rain-
curtailed and low scoring
matches, over and above
competition from elections.

According to viewership
research agency aMap, the
first match of IPL managed
only 3.6 per cent ratings
against 4.3 per cent last year.
However, it reported better
viewership on the second day
at 3.9 per cent and 3.5 per cent
as against2.9and 3.4 lastyear.

Similarly, according to
another viewership rating
agency TAM, the TRP for the
two matches on the first day of
IPL II was at 5.55 per cent and
5.54 per cent, as against 8.21
per cent last year (only one
match was played on day one
of IPL.2008).

“There could be two-three
factors why the rating has gone
down. There are lots of other
activities like the general elec-
tion happening besides the
IPL. This to an extent distracts
the audience. Apart from that,
there was novelty value of the
first season," aMap CEO Amit
Verma told PTT.

A TAM official, however,
said it is too early to say why
the rating has gone down.

Prisoners

FROM PAGE 17
Monday, Sharma said.

IPL matches, which star the
best Indian and international
cricketers playing in the popu-
lar Twenty20 format, started on
Saturday and finish on May 24.

/

The Baily Star

Clarke happy to be

iﬁl Cricket

AFP, Dubal

Australian captain Michael Clarke said Sunday
his team was looking forward to facing Pakistan
in the forthcoming limited-over series, to be
played in the United Arab Emirates for security
concerns.

"All of us are very happy to be playin
Pakistan," Clarke told a nm-fs cnnfemngc ;fmg
his team arrived for the series of five one-day
and one Twenty20 match, to be played in Dubai
and Abu Dhabi.

"We are playing Pakistan after all, after a
long time, so we want to make the most of this
opportunity on a wonderful ground here,” said
Clarke of Dubai Sports City's stadium, where
the first one-day will be played Wednesday.

The second match will also be played here,
on Friday, before the teams move to Abu Dhabi
for three ODI matches, on April 27, May 1 and 3.
The only Twenty20 match will be played in
Dubaion May7.

playing Pakistan

Australia have not played Pakistan in a one-
day international since February 2005 and the
two sides have since met only in the Twenty20
World Cup in South Africa two years ago.

Australia bave not toured Pakistan since
1998 and forced Pakistan to play their Test and
one-day series on neutral venues in Kenya, Sri
Lanka and Sharjah in 2002.

They were scheduled to tour Pakistan in
March 2008 but pulled out due to security fears.
Australia rescheduled the tour -- for one-dayers
in 2009 and for Tests in 2010 -- and forced
Pakistan to play in the UAE.

The 28-year-old Clarke is standing in for
regular captain Ricky Ponting, who is being
rested for this series along with batsman Michael
Hussey and paceman Mitchell Johnson.

Clarke said Australia remained formidable
without the missing trio, adding that "it's a
great honour to lead Australia and I look for-
ward to thischallenge.”

After playing Pakistan, Australia next play in
England, in the Twenty20 World Cup tourna-
ment next month and in the Ashes tournament
against the host nation, starting in July.

Younis full of hope

[V} Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Justdays after another sad chapter pushed them
further onto the margins of the cricket world,
Pakistan glimpse a rare opportunity to make a
significant on-field statement. They take on
Australia in a five-match ODI series followed by
two Twenty20 internationals in Dubai and Abu
Dhabi from Wednesday, a contest captain Younis
Khan believes offers Pakistan the chance to
begin anothereraonabrighter note.

As an indication of just how much Pakistan
have faded away off the field in recent years --
and Australia's reluctance to tour Pakistan --
Wednesday's game will be the first ODI
between the two sides since February 2005. In
fact, the two sides have only met once in any
format since then: at the World Twenty20 in
September 2007, when Pakistan trumped them
onthewayto the final.

Much has changed since then -- four players
from each side remain -- not least the fortunes
of both sides, but Younis believed that good
performances here may well lead to a repeat of
Pakistan's last successful era, which began
around the time the two sides last met.

"This is a very big series for several reasons,"
Younis told Cricinfo. "If we play well -- not
necessarily win -- but play well then we can
become like Inzi (Inzamamul Haq] and Bob
Woolmer's sides in 2005 and 2006," he said. "If

we perform well -- and win -- then people will
have to take notice because it is Australia. |
want to see good moments...after the series |
want to be able to look back and pinpoint 7-10
moments where we did really well, with a bowl-
ing spell, a bit of fielding, some batting. That
will be an achievement."

Pakistan's squad is neither inexperienced
nor raw, but undercooked and rusty: since April
2007, Australia have played 45 ODIs against
top-flight nations and Pakistan just over half,
with 24. But for the players, says Younis, the
series is a golden opportunity. "Any guy who
takes the opportunity here and does well, it'll
be a massive break for them internationally.
This is how I am looking at it personally and
trying to instill in the team. I am fairly sure they
are aware of it. If as a player you take off in this
series, nobody will be able to bring you down. "

The time to do that, some might argue, isripe.
This remains a transitional period for Australia
as ODl losses to South Africa and a shared home
series with New Zealand indicates. The absence
of Ricky Ponting, Michael Hussey, Mitchell
Johnson and Brett Lee will be felt but this is,
according to Younis, still Australia.

"They are still very balanced and the style of
play and their motivation doesn'tever change,”
he said. "They are the only team in the world
where players come in and go out and it makes
very little difference. They are still a top side. If
we do well, play to our potential and win a few
matches, then I really think we can start getting
outofthis phase and moveon.”

Oldies have their

days too

CRICINFO, undated

leg-spinner,
feels that this year's team is
"different” from the outfit that
finished second last in 2008 and
that the "intense" and "spoton”
preparations in South Africa
have helped immensely.
Bangalore opened their Indian
Premier League (IPL) campaign
with a resounding win on
Saturday, dismissing the
defending champions
Rajasthan Royals for 58.

“Let me make it clear that
this is a different group and we
have set out to achieve some-
thing and I daresay the result
of our opening match is ample
evidence of my claim,”
Kumble wrote in his column
for the Hindu. "I would be the
first to admit that a few things
were missing last year. But this
time our preparation hasn't
just been intense but also spot
on. Spending nearly two
weeks in Johannesburg and
playing as many as five prac-

tice matches -- two against the
local Lions and three among

Anil Kumble, ourselves -- gave us a good feel
the Banga- ofthelocalconditions.”
A lore Royal Bangalore revamped their
DLF. Challengers d af | '
s EAGUE (S squad ailter last-season s

failure, the most significant
additions being Jesse Ryder
and a new captain in Kevin
Pietersen, who replaced Rahul
Dravid. It was Dravid, how-
ever, who played the most
crucial role in Bangalore's
victory, scoring 66 of48 balls in
testing conditions.

“The Twenty20 game may
not be for the oldies but as
Sachin [Tendulkar] and Rahul
also showed, we can have our
days too,” Kumble wrote.
"Individually too, Rahul had a
point or two to prove. On
pitches with bounce and
movement, it is technique not
flashiness that helps. Believe
me, if not for Rahul's tech-
nique, the Rajasthan bowlers
would have looked far more
effective than theydid.

“I am also glad to see Rahul
among the runs because that
means that if any two other
batsmen among the likes of
Jesse, Ross [Taylor], Kevin and

Robin [Uthappa) click, we are
lookingat setting a serious target.
And with our fast bowling look-
ing twice as good while bowling
in South Africa, as compared to
India, weareon ourway.”
Kumble also had a success-
ful game against Rajasthan. He
picked up 5 for 5 and said he
was "intrigued” by his perfor-
mance. [ am coming off along
break and may have retired but
the moment I am back on the
cricket field, ball in hand, the
feeling is the same as always.
And in any format, a five-
wicket haul sure makes one feel
one is in the thick of things."
Bangalore's second game is
against Chennai Super Kings in
PortElizabeth on Monday.

Two-day match

FROM PAGE 17

Rajapaksha hit a 130-ball 110
that contained 16 fours and
four sixes after resuming the
dayon 18.

The first three-day match
between Bangladesh Under-
19s and the Sri Lanka Under-
19s begins tomorrow at the
Fatullah Cricket Stadium.
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