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- Facing globalisation
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- Asthe craze of globalisation rages on, our problems are only

globalised, while there are no globalised solutions. We may
go round and round the globe, like a merry-go-round,
reaching nowhere. Simply there is no way. No emancipation

from globalisation.

BINOY BARMAN

LOBALISATION has gobbled the

whole world. There is virtually

no part on earth which has not
been hitand bit by the enormous fangs of
the monster. All aspects of life have come
under the sinister impact of
globalisation, growing and dwelling in
the shadow of capitalism. It dazzles like
the sun and blinds normal vision. With its
apparent grandeur, it ensnares people,
though it is hollow in its core. I doubt
globalisation will lead us to a better
future, bringing well-being for the com-
mon folks.

[ was thinking of the globalised perils
while listening to Professor Dr. Fakrul
Alam on "Postcolonialism in the age of
globalisation” at AIUB on March 17. In
fact, the word "globalisation," a buzz-
word nowadays, attracted me to what
the organisers called "interactive collo-
quium.”

Professor Alam talked eloquently on
postcolonial literature and its back-
ground and development, clearly delin-
eating its connection with present-day
world order. Literature has assumed
new dimension in recent decades in the

face of globalisation, focussing on issues
like diaspora, hybridity and cosmopoli-
tan culture.

He said that globalisation was usher-
ing in a system of “internationalism,”
dismantling the barriers of narrow
nationalism. So the dream of a "world
without borders” hovers over the hori-
zon. It holds a promise for many, like
revered Professor Alam. But to me, the
promise is empty.

Globalisation has brought more
hazards than comforts. A mechanical
and materialistic view of life has been
imported and incorporated, through the
vehicle of globalisation, into oriental
space hitherto basking in the compla-
cency of idealism. It has gnawed at the
ethical base of this region. It has been a
great loss for humanity, I should say, a
colossal moral defeat.

Globalisation preaches the philoso-
phy of hedonism. Consumer goods are
spread around and a mantra is whis-
pered; "Consume, consume and con-
sume. You have no work other than
consumption!" Thus, globalisation has
made the human soul spiritually sick,
morally bankrupt and intellectually
pretentious.

Globalisation has posed a genuine
threat to indigenous culture and lan-
guage across the globe. The dominant
culture is out there to suppress the meek
and mild. The affected, with the loss of
their culture and language, fall into a
vacuum, suffering from an identity
crisis.

They become alienated from and in
themselves. Some may take it as a harm-
less outcome of the spontaneous inter-
action between multifarious cultural
and linguistic elements while others
may see it as the consequence of cultural
and linguistic imperialism or aggres-
sion.

Globalisation has taught, the world
corporate trickery. The West is the breed-
ing ground of big corporate scandals.
Corporate culture seeks to influence the
government machinery through fraudu-
lence and corruption for the interest of
the vested quarters, the bourgeoisie. It
promotes the motto of maximising profit,
by fair means or foul. It suggests a heart-
less handling of business affairs, where
human life carries no value.

Life becomes a mere commodity.
Money stands at the centre of all activities.
Everybody runs after money when money
itselfis not stationary. It flows to the people
who have already got enough. It is not
meant for the penniless. Globalisation is
for the gentlemen,; there is no hope for the
subaltern, the marginalised.

Globalisation has globalised terror-
ism, in a literal sense. The root of terror-
ism does not lie in the soil of the East but
of the West. The capitalist West used the
gullible oriental people to implement its

heinous political design. It gave arms to
fundamentalists and set them to combat
the forces of the proletariat.

Unfortunately, the gun is now
directed back to the provocative West,
hence the fundamentalists have been
given the epithet "terrorists.” It is the
West that is completely responsible for
the development and spread of what we
call “terrorism."

Globalisation has done no good to the
poor. It has made farmers dependent on
genetically modified seeds produced by
the technologically advanced nations. It
has dragged workers from one geograph-
ical location to another, often dumping
them in more repressive working envi-
ronments. The labourers only change
zones, without much upliftin status.

This "dislocated labour" serves the
rich, the manufacturers, the giant cor-
porations. In the process, slave remains
slave and master remains master.
Globalisation turns daily necessities
dearer, almost out of the reach of the
poor. And, if anybody has to die from
hunger in the days of soaring prices, it is
the poor peasants and workers, the
downtrodden, first.

At the state level, globalisation only
feeds the economy of rich nations. The
industrialised countries sell their "un-
sellable” products to the hungry popula-
tion of the underdeveloped or develop-
ing countries and earn undue profit. The
balance of trade is tilted, without any
exception, towards the heavyweights.

The so-called least developed countries
haveno chancetoscore high inthe free field
of free market. The ball is always in the court
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Held in bondage by globalisation.

of skilled players. Even the legislations of
WTO cannot guarantee the interests of
poor citizens of the world. Alas! Adam
Smith, what damage have you caused to
humanity with your Wealth of the Nations,
paving the way for laissez-faire!

As the craze of globalisation rages on,
our problems are only globalised, while
there are no globalised solutions. We
may go round and round the globe, like a
merry-go-round, reaching nowhere.

Simply there is no way. No emancipation
from globalisation. With this new realisa-
tion, I think, literature should play a more
critical role, shunning all enthusiasm for
it, in identifying and overcoming the
problems of globalisation. That is the sole
duty of literary philosophy in the age of
globalisation.

Dr. Binoy Barman is Assistant Professor and Head,
Department of English, Daffodil International Universty.

Education: Keeping up with population growth

Unless we realise the enormity of the impact of this population
growth and adopt appropriate measures for the education
sector, it will resultin worsening of the quality and capacity of

the nation's education system.

HALIMUR R. KHAN

E'RE happy to learn that
Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid wants to place a

new education policy within 3 months.
One issue, that needs to be considered
before recommendations can be made, is
the growth of the population and its
implications on the policy to be formu-
lated. Below, we offer some of our obser-
vations.

From 148 million people in 2005, the
population of Bangladesh will grow to
192.9 million in just 20 years! This popu-
lation explosion will impact almost all
aspects of life, and most importantly on
the education system. Especially affected
will be the capacity of the current educa-
tion system to absorb students at the
college, graduate and post-graduate
levels, and the need for newteachers.

Unless we realise the enormity of the
impact of this population growth and
adopt appropriate measures for the

education sector, it will result in worsen-

ing.of the quality and capacity. of the .

nation's education system.

The table shows the population of
various school-going ages in 2005 and
2025 with total population. The numbers
(1-9) in the top row represent the follow-
Ing categories of data:

(1) Percentage of children actually
attended school

(2) Number of children attended
school

(3) Number of institutions/physical
buildings that existed

(4) Number of teachers served

(5)Number of students expected to
attend

(6)Number of institutions needed to
accommodate

(7)Number of additional buildings/
institutions needed

(8)Number of teachers needed
and (9) Number of additional teachers
needed.

Based on the table, the first major

More students will mean providing more facilities.

change thatis projected between the years
2005-2025, taking the current rate of atten-
dance as constant, is the growth of school
and college going population by 5.4 mil-
lion (8.8%). These numbers suggest that a
major capacity building effort in the edu-
cation system will have to be undertaken if
the nation wants to keep educating its
children even at the current rate of atten-
dance.

This assessment does not take into
account issues such as improving quality of

Age 3000: Tot ) 3 4 3025: |5 7 8 5

Pop Tot PEP
Allages | 148 90% | 162m | 80397 | 344,78 | 1929 147m | 72952 | -7445 312,234 -32,555

9

5.9 182 4% |714m 18500 | :32.92 16.3 72m 18,000 | -500 226,800 -5,200
10-14 17 10% | 13 3150 90,401 | 16.3 16m 3,883 733 111,437 21,036
15-19 13 16% | 207577 | 74 10,339 | 16.8 275.200 | 98 24 13.692 3,353
20-24 13 63 69 12.7 55 17.2 8.2 89 39 29.3%
Total 612 66.6

able 1: Population Projection: Growth of Population and Need in Capacity Development in Bangladesh

m 2005-2025.

education, developing relevant curricu-
lum, etc;instead, it takesinto accountonly:
e Physicalinfrastructure, and

e Teachers.

In 2005, 18.2 million children were age-
appropriate for primary school, 90%
(16.2 m) attended; 80,397 schools and
344,789 teachers served the educational
needs of this population. 17 million
students between ages 10-14; 44% (7.4
m) attended; there were 18,500 schools
and 232,929 teachers.

Approximately 1.3 million students
(10% of 13 m) attended college at 3,150
colleges where 90,401 teachers taught.
And a very small percentage, (1.6% of 13
million) university going-age students
attended 74 higher educational institu-
tions/ universities served by 10,339
professors and instructors.

Because of the falling birth rate,
almost 7,445 primary and 500 second-
ary schools will not be needed in 2025.
Most of the population growth, how-
ever, will take place in the college and
university levels, with the largest
capacity-building needs projected in
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the area of highereducation.

Almost 300,000 more students will
attend college in 2025, requiring an addi-
tional 733 colleges and 21,353 teachers.
And, nearly 68,000 more students will
want to attend university in 2025. This
will require building of 24 universities at
the current rate of students per univer-
sity, and another 3,353 university profes-
sqrs and instructors at the current stu-
dent-teacherratio. -

Given the growth of the university
going population in the past decade, it is
conceivable that predictions made based
on the current rate of attendance (of
school, college and university) will fall
short of actual needs in 2025. If the
growth of this population is any predic-
tor, then capacity increase to accommo-
date this population has to be signifi-
cantlylarge.

However, more significantly, since
today's "knowledge economy” and "in-
formation society” will become more
competitive by 2025, the completion of
high-school, and even a university degree
will become a "requirement” to get good
jobs; this will drive the demand for higher
education exponentially.

Aside from this, there is also an
Increasing awareness among the popula-
tion that education is directly related to
income. Let us, then, look at some hypo-
thetical situations, taking into account
this demand foreducation in the next two
decades or so.

If 10-year schooling becomes manda-
tory, and 100% age-appropriate children
attend primary and secondary school,
Bangladesh will have to invest major
resources for developing capacity to
provide the educational needs of this
group; an additional 697 primary schools
and 22,250 secondary schools will have to
be built and 282,814 new teachers added
forthese schools!

A massive capacity development drive
will have to be undertaken if 100%, 50%
or even 25% of the higher-secondary

school population decide that they will
go to college. At 25% increase of atten-
dance, 9,450 two-year colleges will have
to be built and an additional 271, 203
teachers trained; at 50%, the nation will
require an additional 22,050 colleges and
632,807 new teachers; and, at 100%, an
incredible 47,250 colleges and almost 1.3
million teachers will be needed.

Incrédible as it may sound, the possi-
bility of opening such a floodgate is not
impossible. If the recent hike in demand
for university education is any indicator,
the government may as well take heed.

At the growth rate (1.6%) seen in 2005,
an additional 24 universities (or, the
development of similar capacity) will be
necessary to serve the demand. And if
this population decides to go in large
numbers for higher education, it will
become a major challenge for the govern-
menttoaccommodate theirdemands.

If 5% of Bangladesh's university-going
population decide by 2025 that they need
higher education, the country will need
an additional 232 universities and 22,111
professors; if the nation decides to catch-
up with India's level of higher education
(at least, in numbers of students attend-
ing university), it will have to build 674
universities and find 84,113 professors.

And should Bangladesh decide to
catch up with Malaysia and Thailand, it
will have take on the daunting task of
building an additional 1,704 and 2,194
universities respectively. Is Bangladesh
prepared to move onto the 21st century?
Looking at the data, it appears that the
nation and its leadership have a lot of
work to do to get anywhere close to even
our neighbours, let alone the developing
nations.

Dr. Halimur R. Khan is a Harvard School of Education
graduate, an NRB residing in Colorado Springs, USA. He is
an Assistant Professor of Russian at the US Air Force
Academy. He is also a Member of Bangladesh
Development Initiative, World Association of Intemnational
Scholars, and a Govemor of SERVE Foundation. Email:
halimurkhan@post harvard edu.

Divine humans are back in fashion
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as he folded his hands to pray. The villag-
ers also sang sacred hymns to the US
president. '

This is a brilliant idea. Anyone who has
tried to get an interview with Obama
knows that he has massed armies of secre-
taries and flunkies who intercept every
call and letter and email. Their view is that
His Coolness must notbe disturbed.

But prayers? They fly right through all
the defences, whizzing across the world
(no postage necessary) and fly through
the White House windows.

Does Obama actually reply to these
prayers? I'm told that believers do get

But Gandhi now has his own temple, at
Bhatra in Orissa, India, with a statue of
him atits heart.

The head priest reads out the great
man's teachings every morning and
evening. Now that's what I call an over-
achiever.

Incidentally, I suggest that godhood be
stripped from Chuck Norris, the US
actor. Mr. Norris's fans famously created
a list of "Chuck Norris facts,” which are
one-liners which show their admiration
for him.

1. When Chuck Norris does pushups,
he doesn't lift himself up. He pushes the

claiming that lines such as those above
are not factually accurate. This means
that Mr. Norris will eventually end up in
a courtroom using diagrams and scien-
tific exports to show that the world
doesn't actually go down when he does
push-ups.

You'd have to have less intelligence
than a one-celled protozoid to not
realise that these are jokes. On the other
hand, given the general record of deci-
sions by US juries that may be over-
estimating their intelligence.

Rumour has it that lawyers put him up
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‘_’ Nur_, Vittachi

ROM now on, | will only accept
emails beginning with the follow-
ing words: "Our columnist, who

“Well, you did ask for a sign”
-God

art in Hong Kong, hallowed be your
column.”
And all letters to me should all end

with the word "amen” instead of the

> . T . Id down. W T A amend 2 g to it. One assumes that during the trial

more common “yours sincerely” or “die, personal visions of The Obamatr S ik v T T [ ; s, o v
- ing theirproblems, but onvifth c;m ml'.i;Ii 2. Chuck Norris counted to infinity S sl A5 ? # > .:, Mr. Norris will also have to try to count to
Why is this? B I have tiotiosd as nly drinka  qwice | i*. == SRt ' infinity, twice. It should be a rather

lotofsacred wine.

No member of my immediate family
has achieved the status of a deity (unless
you count my wife, whose every word

3. Chuck Norris went back in time to
stop the JFK assassination. He deflected
the bullets with his beard, but the presi-
dent's head exploded out of sheer

lengthy hearing. Clearly the lawyers are
on abillable hours system.
This column is over. You may not go in

that divinity is coming back into fashion.
Villagers in Jharkhand, India, have
been praying to Barack Obama, for exam-

ple. "Only honest parliamentarians like gt be obeyed), but one of my father's e Ay peace.
the fate of the coun- - Indian film fans read these and were toIndia's own top action hero. Amen.
;b“_ vdh“_m" m‘;?l’i; o o Gandhlbum::a: Myd?;;ned.mirn?hmﬁulu K-~ 4.1f Chuck Norris is late, time better inspired by them (that is, they copied  Iwas shnckedptu hear that Norris has
: ger goo ightful guy.  slowdown. them) as The Rajnikanth Facts, referring Visit our columnist at: www.vittachi.com.

taken out a lawsuit against his fans,
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