DHAKA TUESDAY APRIL 21, 2009

. The Baily Star

CIA waterboarded
9/11 mastermind
183 times

AFP, Washington

Boycotts overshadow start
of racism conference

Europeans walk out as Iranian president speaks on Israel

into his speech when several diplomats,
including the French ambassador and at
least half a dozen other people exited as
he referred to a "racist" government, in a
clear reference to Israel.

CIA interrogators
waterboarded al-Qaeda's
September 11 attack master-
mind Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed 183 times and
another terror suspect, Abu
Zubaydah, 83 times, The
New York Times reported
yesterday.

Citing a 2005 Justice

opened the meeting in Geneva, telling
delegates he was “profoundly disap-
pointed.”

"I deeply regret that some have chosen
to stand aside,” he added before holding

AFP. Geneva

Western nations boycotted a UN-
organised racism conference yesterday
over fears it would become a forum for

anti-semitism as Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad prepared to

deliver akeynote address.

United Nations chief Ban Ki-Moon
decried the Western boycotts as the list of
absentees lengthened and other
European nations threatened to walk out.

The diplomatic fallout meanwhile
spread as Israel recalled its ambassadorin
protest at the Swiss president’s decision
to meet Ahmadinejad -- the Iranian'’s first
formal meeting with a Western head of
state since taking office in 2005.

“Some nations, who by rights should
be helping to forge a path to a better
future, are not here," Ban said as he

Zealand.

Israel on Monday.

his own meeting with Ahmadinejad.
Poland became the latest nation to
boycott the meeting after the United
States, Israel, Canada, Australia,
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and New

France decided to attend the event but
warned that Europeans would walk out if
Ahmadinejad made “"anti-Semitic accu-
sations” duringthe event.

Delegates from several European
states attending the UN conference on
racism walked out as Iran's President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad spoke about

Ahmadinejad was about 10 minutes

At least three protestors in multicol-
oured wigs chanting "racist, racist” in
French were bundled out of the conler-
ence hall earlier as Ahmadinejad began
his speech, including one who

approached the podium.

The Iranian's president's speech was
marked by more catcalls from the non-
governmental organisation, as well as some
applause, but the response was more muted
amongabout 100 countries attending,

Ahmadinejad has caused outrage both
within Israel and other Western nations
over his previous comments that the Nazi

Holocaust was a "myth" and the Jewish

state should be "wiped off the map".
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UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon (L) and UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay (C)
watch a show presented by South African dancers at the opening of a five-day UN review conference
on racism yesterday atthe UN Offices in Geneva.

Department legal memoran-
dum, the newspaper said the
agency used the simulated
drowning technique on the
two al-Qaeda operatives far
more than had been previ-
ously reported.

The report recalls that in
2007, former CIA officer John
Kiriakou told media organi-
sations that Abu Zubaydah
had undergone
waterboarding for only 35
seconds before agreeing to
tell everything he knew.

N Korea could restart

nuke plants, says UN

AP, Seoul

North Korea could restart its
nuclear facilities within
months, the chief of the UN
nuclear watchdog warned
vesterday, but added he was
optimiStic that negotiations on
halting Pyongyang's nuclear
ambitions could be revived.

North Korea kicked out all
international monitors of its
nuclear facilities last week
after vowing to quit six-nation
disarmament talks and restart
ItS atomic programme in
anger over the UN Security
Council’s criticism of its Apnl
Srocketlaunch.

Pyongyang says the UN

rebuke is unfair because the
liftoff was a satellite launch
under its peaceful space
programme. But the US and
others say nothing entered
orbit and that the launch was
really a test of long-range
missile technology in viola-
tion of a UN resolution ban-
ning the North from any bal-
histic activity.

International Atomic
Energy Agency chiefMohamed
El-Baradei said in Beijing on
Monday “itcould be a question
of months" when asked how
soon North Korea could restart
its nuclear facilities a move
that could yield weapons-
grade plutonium.

However, El-Baradei also
said he was hopeful thatopen-
ness shown by the United
States under the administra-
tion of President Barack
Obama would help resume
international talks with North
Korea.

"While I am distressed
because, of course, what has
happened in North Korea is a
setback, I am optimistic about
the new environment,” El-
Baradei said, and pointed to
Washington's new openness
to dialogue with countries
such as North Korea and Iran
nations whose nuclear ambi-
tions have alarmed the inter-
national community.

Faridpur 'Al Badr

leader

Big budget on cards

FROM PAGE 1
Development expenditure in

the next budget might be Tk
30,500 crore which 1s Tk 25,600
crore in the current budget,

Finance ministry sources
said in the next budget the
new pay scale, about to be
recommended by the pay
commission, will be 1mple-
mented in phases. Budgetary
allocation for salaries and
allowances of government
staff wall increase substan-
tally.

Due to the global eco-
nomic recession there i1s a
plan to keep more stimulus
packages in the next year's
budget than this year's, The
stimulus package in the

current fiscal is
Tk 3,424 crore, which

might go up to Tk 5,000 crore
to Tk 6,000 crore in the next
budget, depending on the
local fallout of the global
recession.

ommendations of the Public
Expenditure Review
Commission and see whether

those could beimplemented.
Research Director of

Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS)
Zaid Bakht said, "The size of
our budget is usually 15
percent of the GDP, only the
last fiscal year's budget was
17 percent, In many neigh-
bouring countries the bud-
gets are 20 percent of their
GDPs."

“Taking that into consid-
eration 1t does not seem to
me that the next fiscal year's
budget is big. There is a need
for public investment in the
country now. But the ques-
tions are whether it will be
possible to mobilise the
resources for the bigger
expenditure, and whether
the quality of the expendi-
ture will be maintained," he

HC issues rule on govt

FROM PAGE 16
duringthehearingofthe rule.

The HC bench of Justice
ABM Khairul Haque and
Justice Md Momtaz Uddin
Ahmed came up with the
orders upon a writ petition
filed by Dr MA Salam, a free-
dom fighter and a private
practitioner.

Eight high government
officials including the secretar-
ies of the cabinet division, the
president's secretariat and the
office of the prime minister
have been made respondents
intherule,

Dr Salam filed the writ
petition as public interest
litigation (PIL) on April 19.

He stated in the petition
that the set of books--History

of Bangladesh War of
Liberation--published in
November 1982 had stated
that Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman made decla-
ration of independence on
March 26, 1971. In addition, it
was said in the petition that it
was recognised in the
Proclamation on
Independence published on
April 10,1971,

Subsequently the volume
was reprinted in December
2003 and was published in
June 2004 by the then BNP-led
four-party alliance govern-
ment to say that Major Ziaur
Rahman made the declaration
of independence on March 26,
B b I

During the hearing of the

petition on April 19, peti-
tioner's counsel Advocate
Manzil Murshid told the court
that those responsible for
distorting the national history
had committed offence against
the state and violated the
Constitution,

The court assigned senior
lawyer M Amir-Ul Islam who was
involved in drafting the
ProclamatonofIndepen-dence,
and Addinonal Attorney General
M Enayetur Rahim as amicus
curiae (fnend of court) to make
submussionsontheissue.

They told the court the
Proclamation of
Independence, which has been
protected by Article 150, is part
of the constitution and it can-
notbe changed.

High-rise buildings

FROM PAGE 16

building's owning company,
said, “We have not put any fire
fighting mechanisms yet, as the

contacted despite repeated
attempts, as the receptionist at
the group's corporate office
refused to provide any contact.

this building is without fireproof
doors and sealed at the top. The
building has had fire incidents at
the electric sub-station and at

Government expenditure added. h“”c}linlg “‘"ﬁ“lde”””‘;‘[“mm” " Sheinstead kept The DailyStar's  kitchen onthe 15" floor.
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J tor poverty elimination and Bakht said if resources are built and a number of sign-

Council, hosts an Islamic
programme Apnar Jigyasa’ on
phnivate TVchannel ntw

' Magistrate Motaharat
Akhter Bhuivan received the
case and directed the officer-
In-charge of Saltha Police
Station toinvestigate it.

According to the case
statement, both Kalam and
Mohammad Kazi, who joined
hands with Pakistani occupa-
tion forces, were engaged in
killings, looting, rape and
arson during the liberation
warin 1971.

They also formed peace
committees in various areas in
the district.

The accused along with 10

to 12 armed men entered
Ranjan’'s house and Kalam

the first day of Bangla month
of Jaistha in 1971, Kalam also .
killed Gyanendra Biswas, son §
of Rajendri Biswas, at his
house the same day, alleged
the plaintff.

They set the nearby house
of Montu Bakshi on fire with
gunpowder and also killed
Ohab Sardar, Md Tuku Molla,
Kanchu Fakir, Abdul Molla of
Kumar Kanda village, Hachen
Mia, Baru Khatun of Alampur
village, Abdul Omed Molla of
Keshabdia village, alleged the
complainant.

Kalam also fired shots at Lal
Mia of Alampur village, who
survived the attack and is still
alive, said the plaintiff.

Earlier, another case had

Collaborators' Act against
Kalam alias Bachchu with the

Boalmarn Police Station.  on:

March 23, 1972. He had been
on the run for long after the

liberation war.

Faridpur Muktijoddha
Sangsad Unit Commander
Abul Fayaz Shah Newaz told
The Daily Star that Kalam alias
Bachchu, who had been
involved in killings, looting
and arson in Nagarkanda,
Saltha and Boalmari in 1971,
should be arrested and tried.

Faridpur Sadar upazila
Chairman advocate Samsul
Haque told The Daily Star that
Kalam is a '’known war crimi-
nal’ and must be brought to
justice.

JOBS-ICT Private Ltd. (JIPL) is a human resource services provider in Bangladesh
specializing in the Information, Communication and Technology (ICT) fields and provides
recruitment, consultancy and training services is currently seeking qualified candidates for

multiple positions on behalf of one of the largest comprehensive ICT Solution and Network
Infrastructure providers in Bangladesh.

social safety nets will also
increase. The finance minis-

cannot be gathered to meet
the expenditure, government

ter'said on Sunday that allo~ 'borroWing " fiom ' Banks will

cation for Vulnerable Group
Feeding (VGF) will increase
from 2.25 lakh metric ton to
5.54 lakh metric ton in the
next budget. Test Relief (TR)
will be raised from 2 Jakh
metric ton to 3.66 lakh met-
ricton,

and 100-day Employment
Generation Programme will
also be implemented in a
larger scale resulting in more

allocation forittoo.
Usually 60 percent of the

revenue expenditure goes to
meet the pay and allowances
of government staff, interest
payments, and salaries and
allowances of the staff of non-
government educational
institutions, despite an
increase in allocations for
subsidies and social safety

| Nnets.

Those expenditures are

. also likely to see an increase in
- the next budget due to a prob-

increase, and excessive bor-
rowing might send inflation
upwards, and a credit crunch
for the private sector might

also beinevitable.
He said with a large-scale

development expenditure the
possibility of resource wastage
also increases. Taking many
projects and giving small
allocations usually result in
only 30 to 35 percent of the
development expenditure
budget being spent in the first
8 months of a fiscal year. As a
result in the remaining four
months the remaining
amount is usually spent in a
hurry and wastage occurs, he
cautioned.

Gen Moeen

FROM PAGE 1

boards have been hung to rent
Qutspace, .. ,

During a vistt fo the 20-story
Silver Tower Silver Lirte Group
near Gulshan intersection-1, a
female employee of its corporate
office said that fire fighting
system in this building means
hydrant points and a couple of
extinguisher cylinders.

“But none of us know how to
operate themorwhatto doin the
eventofafire,” she said.

An ofhce boy of a prvate
company on the tower's 14th
floor said, “I do not knowwhether
the hydrant points work at all,
because we have never done any
fire exerciseinlast sixyears.”

Silver Line's executive direc-
tor MI Chowdhury could not be

Sports top governing body |

follows the controvérsy over
Bangladesh Football

message to Chowdhury. A day
after, she asked for an 'offer
letter,’ Asked what it meant, she
hungup the phone.

Eminent structural engineer
and BNBC expert Prof. Jamilur
Reza Chowdhury said that
workable measures and regular
drillare must for fire safety

AKM Nasrum Minallah,
assistant vice-president of
Pragati Insurance Limited at the
company's 16-storied building
In Karwan Bazar, said though
they have hydrant boxes and
extinguishers they are not in a
good condition.

“We have never so far
arranged any firedrill of the users
at the building commissioned in
2001," he said.

Thenarrowemergency exit at
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Group Hossainuzzaman at the
21-storied Udoy Tower in
Gulshan said the building has,
hydrant points, extinguighers, -
fire detectors and eight trained
fire fighters.

A security guard of a gar-
ments accessories company on
the 17thfloorsaid, “I donotknow
exactly what to do and how to
operate the hosepipe in the
eventofa fire”

Hossainuzzaman said, “We
arranged a fire drill around two
years back.”

The Fire Prevention and
Dousing Act, 2003 required the
existing mult-storied buildings
to file a report on fire safety
measures within six months
since the law came into force on
March 6, 2003
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At least 3-5 years sales experience preferably in Computer hardware
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- government and a former

chairman of the Public

President Kazi Salahuddin
and Bashundhara Group
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Responsibilities

» Sell IT related products

» Set strategies for market penetration.
» Handle corporate clients and manage key client relationships.
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I'he parliamentary discus-
sions on budgets also lack any
constructive discourse, he

council’s helm following a
presidential order on July 8,
2007,

Now that an elected gov-

TR 92 R A6 FHIore Sedaze FAET TR eifouet iR |

S | @ BT ST

ffey ewgad I Snaifre 2@ @3 e
FIOI W AR @M HCAw, (IR NABRL

JobTitle Assistant Manager - Technical Sales T e R - emmentisin power, his leav- | § fTAIG fgma Sitemse, fErwE, AFCT TR, IF F@Z WO,
Khan said, however big a Mg the post was not much SIS = 371, (A5, Foa77 @ feretetd faeq esfs
Educational BSc in Electrical and Electronic Engineering or MSc in Applied Physi e LU i s o , R . | g
3 : . In Applie ysics result f it, : manship is a constitutional
Certification from any reputed educational institute TR oL prerogative of the sports MLE S TS ﬁT‘FT ﬁﬁs@ FA W Wﬁ

Experience >
Requirements

At least 3 years sales experience in power and cooling system is highly
required.

» Able to play an important role as a team member to achieve sales

Jre necessary in the process of
its formulation and imple-
mentation.

He said parliamentary
standing committees should
discuss in detail the budgetary

minister.
In his reaction, State

Minister for Youth and Sports |
Ahad Ali Sarkar yesterday said, |
“He [Gen Moeen| assumed the |
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» _Analvze competitive advantage and collect competitor related
information.
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the discussions, to ensure
quality.

Moreover, the parliament
should discuss expenditures
by the ministries and the

best for the betterment of |

sports.”

Sarkar, who will take over
automatically unless a presi- |

dential order states otherwise.
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Interested candidates are requested to send their

CVsto hr@jobs-ict.com, or to JIPL office at

Road # 6A, Plot # 3, Block J, Baridhara, Dhaka-1212.

Deadline: 30 April 2009.

separate budgets over the last
few years, but no good result
from those ministries is visi-
hle. :

He also said the govern-
ment should review the rec-
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Moeen held elections to all
sports federations including
BFF and Bangladesh Cricket
Board. He also had 20 banks 1
support 19 cash-starved
federations.
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