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Jilani asks ICC
to reconsider

P11, Karachi

Pakistan Sports Minister Pir

Aftab Shah Jillani has asked the
International Cricket Council
(1CC) to review its decision to
shift the 2011 World Cup
matches from the country due
L0 security reasons.

Describing the 1CC's deci-
sion as a big blow to Pakistan
cricket, he said it was taken in
utter haste as there was still two
years left for the tournament.

Jillani said the government
was even willing to use the
military to provide security
and protection for the World
Cup matches in Pakistan,

"That was an option avail-
able to us but I think the ICC
has acted in haste and must
reconsider its decision as this
could have far ranging effects
on Pakistan and its cricket set-
up,” Jillani, a former first class
playersaid here.

rakistan was scheduled to
host 14 matches, including a
semi-final, of the 2011 World
Cup to be held in the sub-
continent.

He also criticised the
nation's Cricket Board (PCB)
for failing to convince the ICC
and its member countries to
keep the World Cup matches
in Pakistan.

Leverock hangs
up big boots

CRICINFO, undared

Dwayne Leverock, Bermuda's
most recognisable player, has
hung up his boots after the
side lost their ODI status and
failed to qualify for the 2011
World Cup.

"I can always hold my head
up and know that 1 gave
Bermuda everything I have,”
Leverock said after the win over
Uganda which secured
Bermuda ninth place in the ICC
World Cup Qualifiers. "I'm
speechless right now. I shed a
few tears early this morning and
late on after the game when we
won. It's hard for me. This is
what I love to do. It's all in my
heart, butthisis the nghtume.

"“There comes a time in
your career when you need to
take a step back. You've given
all you can and your body
sometimes tells you, with the
aches and pains after games,
that it is time to slow down.
Even though my heartis stillin
it, the body says slow down.

"Itis time to take a backseat
especially with the youngsters
coming through. 1 want to try
to give them an opportunity to
play and maybe I can spend
some more time with my
daughter. | haven't seen her as
much as I would have liked to
over the last fouror five years."

Although the unlikeliest
looking sportsman, his bulk
has often overshadowed his
undoubted ability with the
ball and he has repeatedly
been Bermuda's most consis-
tent bowler in both limited-
over and first-class cricket.
While his battingwas poorand
fielding less than agile, his
weight was no barrier to him
bowling lengthy spells and he
missed very few games.

He will, inevitably, be best
remembered for his diving slip
catch against India at the 2007
World Cup and the remarkable
and earth-shattering victory
sprint which followed.

He is not likely to be lost to
the game altogether as he has
plans to go into coaching and
is aiming to get the necessary
qualifications to help the next
generation come through.

In 32 ODIs he took 34 wick-
ets at 33.02 with an economy
rate of 4.00, and in 15 first-
class outings he captured 71
wickets at26.47.

U-15s' cricket
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71.3 overs after resuming the
day on 58 without loss. The
home team had made 230
runs in their first innings.

Tazim claimed three wick-
ets while Rony, Sajid and
Shakil took two wickets each.

The BCB side scored 90 for
4 in their second innings
before the captains accepted
the result.

Amin topscored with 31 off
44 balls that featured five
boundaries while opener Anik
added 23 off 48 balls.

Satyki Dutta and Kuntal
captured two wickets each.

Rayer Bazar
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Nobin Sangha (309-5) crushed
Kakrail Boys Club (218 all out)
by 91 runs at the Fatullah
Cricket Stadium. Ratul top-
scored with 95, Sagar
slammed ten sixes in his 50-
ball 83 and Faruque took three
wacier L ~Lox: 108
Mohammadpur-based side.

In another high-scoring
match, Al-Rashid Cricket Club
(313-8) beat North Bengal
Cricket Academy (272 all out)
at the City Club ground. North
Bengal's Liton slammed a 90-
ball century.

Young Cricketers (229 all
out) beat East End Club (193-
) by eight runs through the
Parabola method alter rain
intervened in the afternoon at
the Dhaka University Ground.

Anil Kumble (2nd from L) of Bangalore Royal Chal

PHOTO: AFP
lengers and his teammates rush to congratulate
Virat Kohll (unseen) who has taken a running catch at deep to dismiss Rajasthan Royals' Ravindra

Jadeja during their IPL Twenty20 league match at Newlands in Cape Town on Sunday.

KP makes perfect start

CRICINFO, undated

No one can accuse Bangalore
Royal Challengers of not
DLFA ptepuring pmpcrl}y.‘ TI}t:*ir
stur | EAGUE nw‘v captain, Kevin Pietersen,
—_— was on the phone repeatedly
with their new coach, Ray Jennings, ahead of
the tournament, Tactics were discussed, names
learned. Earlier today, as Mumbai Indians got
things under way against Chennai Super Kings,
the pair of them were side by side in the media
centre, watching, analysing, possibly fine-
tuning. Neither was involved last year, when
Bangalore lost 10 games out of 14, but they
share a sense of responsibility now. And how.
The champions didn't know what hitthem.
Forawhileitlooked as if the planning would
go to waste. Pietersen had won the toss, but the
pitch was drier than when MS Dhoni chose to
insert Mumbai in the opening match. In that

Asnodkar, an unexpected star in 2008, care-
lessly tried to pull his second ball but instead
top-edged Praveen Kumar to point, and it was 7
for 2 when Graeme Smith poked Praveen to
Dravid at slip. Pietersen, who moments earlier
had spoken to umpire Tiffin for apparently
awarding Rajasthan a wide after a meaningful
stare from Smith, enjoyed that moment.

The runs dried up completely. Ryder nipped
in with the wickets of Niraj Patel and Tyron
Henderson, and Mascarenhas was run out first
ball. There may not be a worse time-out score
all tournament than the champions’ 32 for 5.
The rest, including a double-wicket maiden for
Anil Kumble, who finished with the astonishing
fipures of3.1-1-5-5, needn'thave bothered.

Pietersen has been keen to play down the
storyline that has him proving his leadership
credentials to a chastened England and Wales
Cricket Board. But if, for the sake of argument,
Bangalore win six out of six before he flies home

Pakistan to
decline games
in India?

P11, Karachi

respect, Pietersen's decision to bat first was fair
enough, butitmay have ignored the problem of
contending with Newlands as the lights come
on and batsmen struggle to pick up the ball in
conditions thatare neitherdaynornight.
Nought for two after three balls with Dimitri
Mascarenhas on a hattrick was not the dimension
he had in mind. Pietersen did, though, survive the
hat-trick ball before whipping the next through
midwicket with a trademark flourish, but Robin
Uthappa soon became Mascarenhas’ third vic-
tim. At 17 for 3, memories of 2008 had returmed
with indecent haste. At 88 for 6, they seemed to be

settlingin for theduration.

But Rahul Dravid was not giving up. Last year
Bangalore opened themselves up to ridicule by
pickingwhat quickly became dubbed aTest team.
This was a bit unfair on Dravid, who was captain
then and overcame a sticky start to become the
franchise's leading run-scorer by a distance.
Today he eased into the sénior role again with a
clever 66 off48 balls to put Pietersen's attractive 32
in the shade. A score of 133 for 8 was at the very

least abasis for negotiation.

[t quickly became more than that. Swapnil

for Test duty ... well, you can imagine the pieces
thatwill be written. Twenty20 captaincy feelslike a
lottery at times but pretty much everything he did
here -- including the introduction of the medium-
pace of Ryder as early as the seventh over -- came
off. He mayas well justride the wave.

Victory was presumably all the sweeter for
coming against his old friend-turned-
lukewarm-acquaintance Shane Warne. For a
while, Warne had threatened to do what he
does best and steal the show. He bowled Virat
Kohli with his fifth delivery, a very full leg-
break, then tempted B Akhil down the pitch and

bowled him too past the inside edge with one

that turned only a fraction. A diving catch at
extra cover off Dravid was proof that his 39-
year-old limbs still respond to orders.

But the man nicknamed Hollywood doesn't
write all the seripts. "We weren't smart enough
with our shot selection,” he said. "We've got 1o
have more common sense. We weren't up to
scratch and we expect better of ourselves.
Pietersen 1 Warne 0, and Rajasthan Royals all

out for 58 were certainly not the headlines he

had in mind.

Glitzy IPL oft
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defeated at the start of the five-
week tournament moved from
India because of security
concerns.

The Rajasthan Royals, the
defending champions,
crashed to a 75-run defeat
against the Bangalore Royal
Challengers, while the
Chennai Super Kings were
beaten by 19 runs by the
Mumbai Indians.

For the entertainment
gurus, though, that was just
the prelude to a spectacular
opening ceremony.

After a presentation by the
captains of the eight compet-
ing teams dedicated to the
spirit of cricket, there were
speeches by IPL commis-
sioner Lalit Modi and South
African President Kgalema
Motlanthe.

Then came pop group
Snow Patrol, acrobats, a laser
show, fire dancers and a fire-
works display.

Batteries of multi-coloured
lights and a high-tech sound
system turned the ground into
agiantstage.

Modi proclaimed: "We have
brought a taste of modern
Indiato asports-mad country.”

But he promised: "To the
hundreds of millions of cricket
fans in India -- we haven't
forgotten you. We will be

back.”

Earlier the cricket was
threatened by morning rain
and the games were played
under cloudy skies.

A black dog managed to
penetrate the security cordon
around the ground and
caused an interruption of 11
minutes during the firstmatch
between Mumbai and
Chennai.

Three of India's greatest
stars outshone the interna-
tional players on display.

Sachin Tendulkar made a
skilful 59 not out in leading
Mumbai to victory, while
Rahul Dravid and Anil Kumble
shone for Bangalore.

Dravid made the day's top
score with 66 while Kumble
took five wickets for five runs.

Vettori spins
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meant they needed only
another30 runs off4.1 overs.

SCORES IN BRIEF
KINGS XI PUNJAB: 104-7in 12
overs (Goel 38; Vettor13-15).
DELHI DAREDEVILS: 58-0 in
4.5 overs (Sehwag 38 notout).
Result: Delhi Daredevils won
by 10 wickets (Duckworth/
Lewis method)
Man-of-the-match: Daniel
Vettori.

Sachin sets the tone
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In fact it was Nayar alone who
briefly stirred the ghosts of
McCullum past, mowing three
sixes in four balls off Flintoff
and making a mockery of the
[PL's market economy in the
process. While Flintoff fetched
$1.55m, Nayar was originally
signed for just $40,000 -- a
figure that was upped to
$100,000 this year. Take pro-
rata calculations into account,
and one Flintoff in effect
equals 10 Nayars.

Tendulkar needs no such
formula to work out his worth.
He gave himself room to ease
Thilan Thushara over extra
cover, then moved to a half-
century by Jacob Oram for
four over long-off. Another
boundary in Flintoff's final
over provided a final flourish.
Last year, McCullum hit 13
sixes all by himself. Today,
Mumbai had to make do with
Nayar's brief flurry.

Yet Tendulkar's calmness
had quietly built the kind of
total -- 165 for 7 -- that com-
mentators had decreed in
advance would be a match-
winner. And so it proved.
Matthew Hayden enjoyed
himself for a while to hit 44
from 35 balls, and Flintolf
contributed a muscular but
flawed 24 off 23, but not even
Dhoni's notoriously broad
blade could keep up with a
mounting asking rate. "We
were let down by our bowlers,”
Dhoni said afterwards. "We
didn'tbowlaswe planned.”

Tougher conditions for
batsmen here in South Africa
could place a greater onus on
tried and tested techniques. To
the relief of the purists, the
sloggers might not have every-
thing their own way. It was a
strange kind of start, but
Tendulkar's thoughtfulness
made it an intriguing, and
possibly tone-setting, one,

Grafite Wolves
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Gomez has now scored 18
league goals this season after
he netted a hat-trick for
Stuttgart in their 3-0 win at
Cologne which put his side
third in the table.

Having headed a Roberto
Hilbert cross past Cologne's
Columbia goalkeeper Faryd
Mondragon on 16 minutes,
Gomez bagged his second on 55
minutes when Brazil striker
Cacau drew Mondragon to leave
histeammateasimpletapin.

The Germany star wrapped
his hat-trickup on 71 minutes.

Hoffenheim drop to eighth
in the table after they drew 2-2
with bottom side Karlsruhe.

Dortmund are up to sev-
enth after their 2-0 win at
Bochum and Frankfurt are
11th following their 4-1 win
over relegation-threatened
Borussia Moenchengladbach.

Hamburg have the chanceto
go third on Sunday when they
host mid-table Hanover, while
Hertha Berlin need to beat
UEFA Cup semifinalists Werder
Bremen at Berlin's Olympic
Stadium tostayin the title race.

Juve's late
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the midfielder's chip.

The game finally got the
goal it needed on 64 minutes
as Inter hit Juve with a rapier
counter-attack.

From a Juve corner Zlatan
[brahimovic played a one-two
with Dejan Stankovic before
releasing the scampering
Muntari Sulley down the left
and the Ghana midfielder
crossed first time to Balotelli
who finished with aplomb.

The hosts tried to hit
straight back but Ivan Cordoba
threw himself at Del Piero's
volley and blocked the danger.

Thiago then let his frustra-
tions get the better of him on
76 minutes when Sulley and
Balotelli were playing keep
ball by the touchline.

The Portuguese midhelder
decided he'd had enough and
kicked the two Inter players in
quick succession before
receiving a straight red card.

But with the clock ticking
down Juve piled forward for a
corner and Grygera rose six
yards out to head in Sebastian
Giovinco s Cross.

In the day's other game,
Argentina international striker
Mauro Zarate scored the only
goal as Lazio put a dent in
Genoa's Champilons League bid
witha 1-0 awaywin.

The 2011 World Cup, sched-
uled in the sub-continent, ran
into fresh trouble with a senior
cricket board official here
indicating that Pakistan might
decline to play its matches in
India.

Saleem Altaf, chief operat-
ing officer of the Pakistan
Cricket Board, said PCB would
take its time before deciding
where it would play its 2011
World Cup matches.

“It is our right to decide
where we play our World Cup
matches now that the games
have been relocated from
Pakistan," he said.

PCB officlals and former
players remain upset after the
International Cricket Council
decided on Friday to shift the
World Cup matches from
Pakistan due to security rea-
SONS.

Pakistan was due to host 14
games, including one semi-
final, and the home side was
supposed to play all its
matches in front of home
crowds.

But the ICC now has to
reschedule and allocate new
venues for these 14 matches
with India, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh, the joint hosts of
the tournament, vying to get
those games.

A Red Bull 1-2
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"Yes! Yes, we made it," Vettel
said on the team radio after
crossingtheline,

"Thank you for working so
hard on the car. It was a dream
to drive today. Together we
made it. Thank you, thank
you, thank yousomuch.”

Webber completed Red
Bull's supremacy with second
place, ahead of the Brawn pair
Button and Barrichello and the
McLaren-Mercedes duo Heikki
Kovalainen and reigning cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton.

Swiss newcomer Buemi -
seventh in the Australian GP -
wasin the points againin eighth
place, one behind German
Timo GlockinaToyota.

The Force India team was
close to its first F1 points but
German Adrian Sutil crashed
out in sixth place with five laps
remaining.

Ferrari missed out on the
points again inwhatis now the
team's worst start to a Fl
season for 27 years.

PCB considers
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Zealand we can save a lot of
money on Ssecurity arrange-
ments and on various other
things,” said Butt, who took
over as chairman lastyear.

Pakistan is spending a huge
amount on private security
guards for its limited over
series against Australia, start-
ing here fromWednesday.

The series was relocated to
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) after Australia refused
to send its team to Pakistan on
security grounds.

"If we play in New Zealand,
the cost of the security comes
to zero, and further the hotels
are cheaper than in the UAE.
And after playing in New
Zealand our team can move (0
Australia for another series,”
said Butt.

Pakistan is due to start a
tour of Australia in late
December.

Butt said all the factors will
be considered before taking a
decision.

"We also have the option of
playing in the UAE, but we
want to take all the factorsinto
consideration. Not playing at
home is frustrating but we
have to give our players some
cricket, whereveritmay be."

Vaughan said touring
Pakistan isnotaviable option.

"We are keen to host their
series and will seek no profits
ifitis played on ourgrounds.”

New Zealand's last tour to
Pakistan in 2002 was hit by a
suicide attack outside their
hotel which killed 14 people.
They abandoned the tour with-
out playing the second Test.

Boro look
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the 40-point mark that is

usually enough to ensure
survival.

Stoke are justone pointaway
from that tally after Liam
Lawrence's 75th-minute strike
settled their contest with
Blackbum, who will drop into
the relegation zone if Newcastle
beatTottenham on Sunday.

Hull are also in deep, deep
trouble after a single goal
defeat at Sunderland in a
match they dominated for
long periods.

Sunderland had needed a
fantastic save from Scotland
goalkeeper Craig Gordon to
avoid falling behind before
Djibril Cisse got his head to an
Andy Reid cross to claim the
decisive goal just before half-
time.

KC ATennis

AFP, Monte Carlo

World number one Rafael Nadal
survived a battling Novak
Djokovic to clinch a fifth succes-
sive Monte Carlo Masters title
on Sunday and equal a century-
old record at the Country Club,

Nadal turned on the after-
burners at the start of the third
set, winning a 13-minute game
to set the tone for his 6-3, 2-6, 6-
L victory.

The Spaniard joined New
Zealander Anthony Wilding
from a century ago, who also
won five (non-consecutive)
titles at the premier clay event
starting in 1908,

Nadal lost his first set here
since the 2006 final against
Roger Federer, but barely
noticed as he powered past his
third-ranked Serb opponent for
the 12th time in 16 meetings,
including seven for seven on
clay.

“Confidence was important,
| had to fight all the time and put
the balls inside the lines,” said
Nadal, who won his l4th
Masters title to now stand
alongside Federer.

"I needed to play aggres-
sively without mistakes. 1 was
very focused on the moment,
that's why 1 was able to win,”
said the four-time Roland
Garros champion who will now
travel to Barcelona to attempt
five in a row at the Catalan
venuenextweek

"It is very emotional for me
here, winning five in a row. I'm

very, very happy.”

Nadal has nudged just over
the halfway point as he
approaches the all-time num-
ber of career clay titles with his
23rd crown.

Argentine Guillermo Vilas
holds the record 0f45.

He also drew level with Andy
Murray on three trophys this
season, adding the principality
to his pair at the Australian
Open and Indian Wells.

The Spaniard's victory was
his 29th of the season and leaves
him a near-flawless 29-1 at
Monte Carlo, where he suffered
his only loss in 2003 against
Guillermo Coria.

Djokovic, who took treat-
ment for a back muscle tweak in
the second set, fought through
to the end in style in an encoun-
ter lasting for just under three
hourson the clay.

"I played a really good
match, but I'm disappointed
with the loss,” said the world
number three who advanced
closer to Federer in the points
standings. :

“It was close out there and 1
was playing the right game. Butl
was rushing some of the points
and tying to end them oo
quickly. Rafael used his strength
and experience on the surface
to win again.”

Nadal got through the 58-
minute set but let his level drop
in the second as Djokovic
stormed back.

Nadal's tenacious staying
power proved to be too much as
he ran away with the third after
claiming the opening marathon
game.

"He's stronger than me, butl
felt well throughout the match,”

PCL gains momentum
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people and some other PCL
SPONSOrs.

Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner and CDKS
president MAN Siddique,
Deputy Commissioner
Fariduddin Ahmed
Chowdhury and Habib Group
director Salman Habib signed
the agreement on behalf of
theirrespective sides,

"Someone has to take sortof
responsibility to boost up
sports and come forward with
financial assistance to this end.
So, we thought this was the
right time to step in," said
Yeasin Ali, managing director
of Habib Group.

“The list of sponsors will
hopefully get large in next few
days and different companies
have already shown keen
interest in the tournament,”
said CDKS vice-president Ali
Abbas.

Chittagong Mohammedan,
Chittagong Abahani,
Chittagong Brothers Union,
[spahani Group, Continental
Group, Noakhali Top Sports
and Laxmipur Dhaka Sports
have already confirmed their

participation. Another team
from Dhaka might fill up the
other spot in the eight-team
compettion.

Considering the acute
power crisis, most of the
matches of the eight-day tour-
nament would be held in day-
time while four matches «- the
opening game, two semifinals
and the final --and the opening
ceremony may be played
under lights at the Chittagong
MAAziz Stadium.

The four day-night
matches will be telecast live by

private satellite channel ATN
Bangla.

Organisers said the champi-
ons would get a prize money of
Tk 15 lakh while the runners-
up will receive Tk 5 lakh. The
man-of-the-match will get an
aftractive amount

Some foreign players are
expected to add to the glamour
and Chittagong Mohammedan
Sporting Club have already
confirmed at least two
Pakistani cricketers Kamran
Hossain of Habib Bank and
Kaiser Abbas of Sialkot Club.

Each team will be allowed to
include three foreign cricketers.

PHOTO: FILE

Brooklyn Decker and Andy Roddick

The Daily Star

Nadal's fifth in a row

sald Djokovic.

“pven if I lost 1"m happy the
way I've started my season on
clay,” said the 2008 semi-finalist
who quit his last four match
with Federer throughiliness.

Nadal will hope to conserve
energy as he builds towards a
dream fifth in success in the
French Open from next month,
a tournament where he has
never been beaten.

“It was a really long match
for three sets,” said the
Spaniard. “But | played very
well

Nadal has lost only 14 clay
matches in his career.

LOCAL SNIPPETS

FROM PAGE 17
attend the reception at the
Dhaka Club.

DIVIIICRICKET

GMCC beat Bodyline CCS by
five wickets in the Third
Division Cricket League at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Ground
yesterday.

Batting first, Bodyline were
bowled out for 154 runs in43.2
overs. The winners then
chased down the target in the
361th over with five wickets to
spare.

EXIM BANK HANDBALL
Faridpur emerged "Kha" zone
champions in the EXIM Bank
19th Men's Handball
Championship beating
Kushtia 20-18 in the final at the
Shamsul Huda Stadium in
Jessore.

The winners led the first-
half10-8.

Local Member of the
Parliament Khaledur Rahman
Titu was the chief guest on the
final day and distributed
prizes among the winners.

Mamun of Faridpur was
adjudged the player-of-the-
match.

AB BANK CRICKET

Kapilmoni Krira Shikkha
Protishthan clinched the 13th

AB Bank Siraj Smriti Cup

Cricket title beating Elkarent
Club by six wickets at the
Khulna Stadium.

Elkarent Club bartted first
after winning the toss and
were all out for 105 runs in 25.5
overs with Sohel making 38
and Monirul notout 22 runs.

Masud Khan grabbed five
wickets for 20 runsin 7.5 overs.

In reply, Kapilmoni
reached the target of 106 for
the loss of four wickets in 32.4
overs with Nazimuddin con-
tributing 41 runs.

Amik took three wickets for

18 runs in SIX OVers.

Andy, Brooklyn
tie the knot

AFP, Los Angeles

American tennis star Andy
Roddick married swimsuit
model Brooklyn Decker on
Friday, the second top 10-
player to tie the knot recently
after Roger Federer went down
the aisle lastweekend.

The 26-year-old Roddick, a
former world number one and
2003 US Open champion,
married the 22-year-old
Decker at the player's home in
Austin, Texas, it was reported
by American media.

Fellow players James Blake
and Mardy Fish, as well as
Davis Cup skipper Patrick
McEnroe were amongst the
guests, while Elton John pro-
vided the entertainment.

Brooklyn Decker is best
known in the US for appearing
in the sought-after swimsuit
edition of Sports Illustrated
magazine.

Last weekend, Federer
married longtime girlfriend
Mirka Vavrinec in Basel,
Switzerland. The couple is
expecting their first child in
the summer.
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