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Hundred days of the govt

opposition members could be

What we can see in Bangladesh is
just a repetition of the past govern-
ment, except that the AL govern-
ment looks closer to the people.
This is the only success I can see. In
reality they have added more prob-
of what they
inherited. The BDR carnage, the
BCL crisis, MPs vs. upazila chair-
men are some examples of what is
going on. The parliamentary ses-
sions are practically limited to a
few items but no major legal
reforms were initiated. The perfor-
mance of parliamentasofnowis:

a. Routine function of electing
the president, women MPs, leader
of the treasury bench and leader of
the opposition, and of course elec-
tion of the speaker and deputy
speaker was wrapped in some con-

lems to their list

troversy.

any.

closing sessions.

usual.

b. Validating some ordinances of
the caretaker government and
making them as law, while creat-
ing more controversy than solving

c. One important decision was
made: trial of war criminals without
participation of the opposition

The negativesides are:

a. The opposition continue to
boycott thesession as they feel.

b. The leader of the opposition is
only active on the opening and

¢. Quorum was a regular crisis.
The MP's were busy in business as

d. No significant law making
efforts were seen in this long ses-
sion. Both the treasury and the

blamed for this.

[f parliament fails to initiate long
standing amendments to anti-
people laws like SPA of 1974 and put

democratic face to article 70 of the

constitution and other reforms
measures, the AL government
might be facing a crisis of public
support coupled with more muscle
power in the opposition camp and
added public support for it.
Therefore,
days' review of the successes and

this fashionable 100

failures can easily be termed mixed,

and might become negative if the
AL government fails to gear up the

decentralised machineries of the

Areader
One-mail

government.
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Economic

recession

Economic recession has hit
the whole world. Economic
condition is at low ebb in
most of the developed coun-
tries. The economy of a third
world country like ours is
interrelated with the economy
of first world countries.

We should remain awake to
avoid agrave economic crisis.

Md .
Mdulalur Ralpmag

Patuakhali Science and
Technology University

Daylight saving

scheme

What should have been done
ages ago has been sent to
different ministries for opin-
lon. This is not the Friday-
Sunday issue to be debated
upon. If you want to save
energy by closing down shops
and businesses at 8:00pm,
then adopt the daylight saving
scheme to save more. Pushing
the clock in summer by one
hour, you actually save day-
light. You do not need artificial
light when the sun has not yet
set. The statistics are as simple
as that.

This scheme is being fol-
lowed in almost all the devel-
oped countries where the
effect is felt all the more. When
this was started in those coun-
tries, fuel was literally cheaper
than water. So, they did not
adopt it to save energy or
costs. Their concept was
totally different. Take the case
of the UK or the USA. Some of
us may find it hard to believe,

but there in the summer the
sun usually sets between 8:00
and 9:00pm. Offices close for
most people at 5:00pm.
Because of the harsh and long
winter, the people love the
summer and the sun. By push-
ing the clocks in summer by
one hour, the sun starts setting
between 9:00 and 10:00pm
instead of 8:00 and 9:00pm As
a result, they get around 4 to 5
hours after office to attend to

74 _mejr!c‘\h_pgqs‘ﬁqi;l] their st}op-

ping,’ ge fo parks or just stroll
around. And all this is done in
the sun and daylight. What a
wonderful idea!! If you are
thinking that you will start
studying after the sun sets (as
is the culture in our country),
then you have to stay up for
most part of the night. Those
who have to prepare for their
exams go by the clock and not
bythe sun.

In our country, by shifting
the clock by one hour we will
save a large amount of energy
in the summer. The 9:00 to
5:00 office goers will also have
more time to attend to errands
and reach home before sun-
set. There should be no doubt
in our minds about that.

Prof Mamunar Rashid
MS (Columbia, NY); PhD
(Cambridge, UK)
Ibrahim Medical College
Shahbagh, Dhaka

Woes of a power

consumer

For years, Dhaka Electricity
Supply Authority supplied one
KW of electricity with a single
or multiple number of electric
meters as desired by a

house/building owner in
Dhaka. The house/building
owner purchased the required
number of electric meters ata
fixed price from the electricity
supply office.

Now all of a sudden we
have received two types of
instructions from Dhaka
Power Distribution Company,
the successor of Dhaka
Electric Supply Authority I)
Security deposit bill for addi-
tipnally sanctioned. load of |
KW with previously ' sanc-
tioned load of I KW( total
sanctioned load 2 KW and
paymentofTk. 375.00 for each
electric meter) and 2)
Attention notice for immedi-
ate replacement of the old
meter.

We neither feel the neces-
sity of having an additional
load of 1 KW, nor we have
applied to Dhaka Power

Distribution Company for

additional sanction of I KW
load for our house/building.

We fail to understand the
reason, necessity and justifi-
cation for additional load
sanction for each and every
electric meter fitted in a single
residential house/building.

We also fail to realise the
need for replacement of our
present electric meters which
we purchased from DESA only
a few years ago. How can we
spend a huge amount of
money for new electric
meters?

Why such discrepancy,
anomaly and confusion?

I went to Dhaka Power
Distribution Company office,
Hatkhola, for clarification. It
was wastage of time and

energy. Would the Ministry of
Energy and Power
Development Board kindly
lookinto the matter?

OH Kabir

Hare Street

Wari, Dhaka

Sexual harassment

Every now and then the print
and electronic media cover
horrifying news of sex-related
crunes that
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unabated in our society and

the country as a whole. They
(the occurrences ofdeplorable
sex crimes) give us enough
food for thought and at the
same time raise the question
as to what kind of society we
havebeen livingin.

There is no denying that
sex-elated crimes are on the
rise in our country and the
occurrence of sexual harass-
ment and exploitation has
registered a remarkable rise in
recent years. It needs no tell-
ing that the worst sex crime is
rape and it is regrettable that
rape cases are on the rise.
Whatis most tragic and shock-
ing is that the rape victims, in
most cases, aren't allowed to
survive after they are violated.
How brutal and inhuman ! Not
only rape, sex crimes of all
categories are taking place
thereby threatening the very
safety and dignity of women in
generalinsociety.

One can attribute the high
incidence of sex crimes to the
tremendous erosion of moral,
ethical and human values.
Social unrest, deteriorating
law and order situation, and
the so-called cultural aggres-
sion etc. are responsible for

Restrictions on milk import

The honourable commerce minister stated that the gov-
ernment was going to impose restrictions on import of
powdered milk in next three years' import policy to dis-
courage its import. I would like to draw the attention of
the government to consider the situation from the con-
sumers point of view. The BNP led government imposed
high customs duty, VAT, supplementary duty, AIT, PSI etc.
to discourage import of powdered milk on the plea that
production of milk in the country would be increased
manifold within a couple of years as a result of such mea-
surés. The government also introduced cash subsidy for
cattle farmers. But the government could not continue
the programme due to mismanagement of subsidy
funds. In practice people did not get adequate supply of
milkin thelastoneand a halfdecade.

Owing to scarcity of milk, the price of per litre liquid
milk has gone up to Tk. 47.00 in urban areas which is out
of reach of even the middle-income group people.

Kids need milk as subsidiary food staff every day. The
price must be within the reach of common people. Easy
import of powdered milk with reduced rate of import
duties is the available alternative before Bangladesh. The
government must safeguard the interest of common
consumers of milk. Restrictions and high import duties
could not increase production of milk in the last one and
a half decade, as the situation in Bangladesh is not suit-
able for commercial milk production.

I would like to urge the government to reconsider its
decision of imposing restrictions on import of powdered
milk.

Md. Ashraf Hossain
Ramna, Dhaka
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the grim situation. It's high
time we realised the gravity of
the situation and undertook
some preventive measures in
order to contain the upward
trend in the incidence of sex-
related crimes.

Religion can play a signifi-
cant role in this regard. In the
words of a noted historian,
"The absence of religiousness
is responsible for the mani-
fold problems confronted by
the people in the present-day
world." Strict adherence to
the religious doctrines, teach-
ings, dictates and rituals can
immensely contribute to
bringing about a qualitative
change. On the other hand,
the real culprits must be
brought to book and exem-
plary punishment meted out
to them.

M.Anwaruzzaman
Jhawtala, Comilla

Obama's solution

I have been campaigning for
positive engineering solu-
tions for a few years now and
have written many articles
and letters in the media, The
carbon restriction appears to
be a purely negative activity,
theresult of which seems to be
too slow, tenuous and uncer-
tain.

According to some British
newspapers President
Obama's administration is
now considering a radical
plan to deflect the sun's rays
to tackle global warming. John
Holdren, Director of the White
House Office of Science and
Technology, outlined the idea
of shooting sulphur dioxide
particles, or aluminium oxide
dust, or especially designed
aerosols into the upper level
of the atmosphere. It is hoped
this would cool the planet by
reflecting sunlight back into
space before it can be
absorbed.

Naval guns, rockets, high-
flying aircraft and even hot air
balloons have been suggested
as possible ways to release the
agentinto the stratosphere.

Notwithstanding any
possible undesirable side
effects he added, “It's got to be
looked at. We do not have the
luxury to take any approach
oll the table’

M Holdren insisted” that
dramatic actions were needed
to halt climate change
because the situation was like
'beingin a car with bad brakes
driving towards a cliffina fog'.

At last President Obama
seems to be taking a bold
action to save our planet
which will not only produce
cooling to keep the sea level
steady, but will also hopefully
end the chronic and severe
droughtzones onthe globe.

For me the sooner such
actionsstart, the better.
Engineer Shafi Ahmed
London, UK

Overbridge in bad
shape

[ hasten to inform everybody
before an accident takes place
that the foot overbridge at
Asad Gate is in very bad con-
dition. The steel plates have
developed holes due to rust in
many places. Like this foot
overbridge, many over
bridges in Dhaka are in poor
condition.

The City Corporation
should check periodically the
conditions of foot overbridges
to ensure the safety of people.
Police patrolling is required
after sunset so that unwanted
people do not cause trouble to
the users.

RubaiyyatEshna
Student, O' Level
Mirpur, Dhaka

To the Speaker...

As a Bangladeshi by birth we
follow the BD politics with
keen interest, we watch differ-
ent TV channels of
Bangladesh. We had the
opportunity to watch seg-
ments of the proceedings of
the recently concluded first
session of the 9th parliament.
We were very shocked to see
that some members of this
parliament were telling things
far away from the truth. For
example, they said that they
have doubts that Shaheed
Ziaur Rahman took part in the
liberation war. We are very
upset that their statements
were not expunged from the
parliament proceedings.
What a shame for a parlia-
ment! It reinforces the com-
mon belief that the
Bangladesh Awami League is
run by highlybiased people.
Mr. Speaker, don't you
know that you are oath bound
to uphold the prestige of
parliament?
Yasmine Sultana
Rockville, Maryland, LJSA

About 50% of the land in Bangladesh is
classified as wetlands, and major part of
this area is covered by freshwater
wetlands, the total area of the wetlands
of the country has been estimated at
seven to eight million hectors. Wetlands
of Bangladesh have great diversity,
which are classified on the basis of their
hydrological and ecological functions
such as saltwater wetlands, freshwater
wetlands (haors, baors & beels) and
human-made wetlands.

The wetlands of Bangladesh are con-
sidered as invaluable components of
the ecosystems with enormous eco-
nomic, ecological and commercial
importance, theyarerich in biodiversity
in terms of floral and faunal composi-
tion including migratory birds of global
and regional significance.
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Wetlands

Unfortunately, the wetlands of
Bangladesh are being drastically
reduced due to human interference and
many wetlands are seriously threat-

ened.

So the local wetlands management
authorities should take up programmes
in order to make the local community
aware of the significance of wetland
resources conservation and should
arrange awareness raising campaigns.
At the same time, the local community

has to be educated on the wetland eco-
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Poor decision

I am angered by the govern-
ment's move to dole out
1Tk.3,000 crore to exporters. If
one looks at the genesis of this
generosity(?), one can easily
find that it is very easy to give
away somebody else's money
for bailing out the exporters.
It i1s people’s money kept in
government custody. The
doled out amount will ulti-
mately benefit the consumers
of the importing countries
(the .h-*_.-htlu-(l ones, who are
respunsibie far tHe findnciin
meltdown) at the cost of our
hard working and often
deprived common people.
Our poor people, who earned
this amount, will never have a
chance to getits benefits.

Our exporters, mainly the
apparels exporters, are one of
the worst performing in terms
efficiency and cost-
effectiveness. Their soaring
profits are mainly the result of
poor workers' (mostly
women) sweatand blood.

I expect more public reac-
tionon thisissue.

Muhammad Ali, Dhaka

Transcript and
students'
sufferings

Transcript is essential for
students who want to study
abroad. But some Dhaka
University staff make profit on
this. I'm also a sufferer. I vis-
ited Bangladesh in August,
2008. I deposited Tk. 800 on
Janata Bank for a transcript. |
submitted all necessary
papers to DU staff to issue the
transcript on August 21, 2008
and they were supposed to
send it within a month. Till
today, nothing was sent. I
called the staff twice in the
month of October, 2008 from
here (Canada) spending my
scholarship money. In
December, 2008 I sent one of
my friends to the staff to get
information. Every time they
told that my transcript would
be sentsoon. From May, 2009
my father, who is 65 years old,
Is going to that man. Till today,
my father met with him about
10 times, but with no out-
come,

I'm living abroad for the last
four years. I talked with many
Dhaka University alumni.
Most of the alumni have very
bad experience. Some of them
failed to get transcript. You
can't imagine how the stu-
dents are suffering. Most of
the foreign universities want
transcript issued directly from
Dhaka University to that
university. They don't con-
sider open transcript that can
be had easily from DU.

I travelled to different parts
of the world as a student or
researcher. [ found most of the
universities around the world
Issue transcripts free of cost or
charge a nominal price.
Transcript is important not
only for a student, it is a free
advertisernent for the univer-

sity. I think DU authorities are

not knowledgeable enough to

realize this fact.

['will appreciate if The Daily
Star probesthe matter.
NazrulIslam
Ph.D candidate
University of New Brunswick
Fredericton, Canada

Opposition bashing
The government has removed
all the nationalist-minded
officers, educationists, mili-
tary officers, etc. from their
positions and then put its
blind supporters in |
positions. Their goldén bovs
have forced closure of many
educational institutions
across the country. They are
saying in parliament that
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman was a
Pakistani agent, he did not
take part in the war of libera-
tion!! And then your cabinet
has asked Begum Khaleda Zia
to leave her house in the
Dhaka Cantonment. Well
done!! Do you know that pow-
ers of dictators are not ever

”]H‘d‘

lasting??
Don't you know that
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman

deserted the Pak army risking
his own life? Don't you know
that Ziaur Rahman was
awarded the title 'Bir Uttom'
because of his outstanding
contribution in theliberation
war?

AL supporters say that
Begum Khaleda Zia is hatch-
Ing a conspiracy against the
people of Bangladesh sitting
In her cantonment house. Do
you think any human even
with a slightly healthy frame of
mind will accept this? On the
contrary, people have started
thinking that some ruling
party people are engaged in
activities that undermine the
existence of Bangladesh,
Some of you are saying that
nobody should have two govt.
allotted houses. Do you know
how many people have more
than two houses built on govt.
land?

History will follow its own
course!

Taher Mia
Kentucky, USA

Memorable
Baishakh

My mother and I went for the
Baishakhi shopping. The
market was certainly crowded
as people were engaged in
shopping for the Bengali New
Year.The shops had the time of
their sales with several people
emerging in and out of the
shops with loads of shopping
bags in their hands. In this
very crowd while seeing a pair
of earrings, I noticed a very
young lady with two kids
holding her hands. What
surprised me was that when
several people found it diffi-
cult to spare time so as to pay
at least a single visit in every
shop (since the shops are
instructed to be shut by 8.30)
this young lady was staring at
the bright, colourful objects
from the glass windows, not
even bothering to ask the
price. Just then her young
daughter called out to say

system and its resource management.
Here, the government agencies and the
NGOs can design specific awareness
programmes.

Md.Mohsinul Hoque

StudentofMS

Dept.of Geography & Environment
Universityof Dhaka
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'‘Maa. ajkeo ki amra kichoo
kinbo na?' (Mother, aren't we
going to buy anything even
today?). The mother replied
very softly- ‘'na maa kalke kine
dibo (No, my child I'll buy you
something tomorrow). Those
were the only few words that a
mother could say to console
her daughter. The three of
them didn't stand there any
longer. Instantaneously, I felt
my eyes watering, my heart
crying out and found it diffi-
cult to shop anymore. [ came
oLt |1‘;‘;'.}1'_[]1;1![_L_i‘[rl_t;i_ltui}}x_\,,[_ﬂql D
breat!
flowers of happiness shower
upon this mighty world only
few are fortunate to get them
while the others are turned
awayempty-handed?

Shifat Nazmee

Maple-Leaf International
School

Why this duplicity?
The Foreign Minister on
Saturday, 11th April, described
Bangladesh as secular with a
majority Muslim population,
and not a moderate Muslim
state as portrayed by the inter-
national community. She
further stated that the ruling
Awami League, which led the
nation in 1971 Liberation War
against Pakistan, never
believed in the idea of moder-
ate democratic Muslim coun-
try. Both of her claims,
undoubtedly, appear to be
consistent with her party's
fundamental policy. However,
IS not it the same party that
pledged to the nation that, if
elected to power, it would not
pass any laws contradictory to
the Holy Quran and Sunnah?
Apart from frequent use of
religious terms before the
election, did not the party
begin its election campaign by
visiting the shrine of Hazrat
Shahjalal(R) in Sylhet and
seeking divine guidance?

Are we citizens to buy the
endless duplicity that our
politicians are known for?
Ryan M. Haque
West Rampura
Wapda Road, Dhaka

Dubious policy

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
the daughter of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, is
loved by the majority of the
people of Bangladesh which
was reflected in all the elec-
tions, held lately.

The interim government
wanted to ruin Sheikh
Hasina's political career. They
lodged some cases against her.
On the contrary, people's love
for Sheikh Hasina and her
party has increased to a great
extent,

Now if Sheikh Hasina wants
to ruin Khaleda Zia's political
career, she is committing a
mistake. Cancellation of the
lease of Khaleda Zia's house
and filing of cases against the
bigwigs of the BNP will be
counter productive in the long
run.

Samsunnahar
Fultala
Khulna

Why is that when’
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