DHAKA SATURDAY APRIL 18, 2009

[Lanka has chance to end
Tamil contlict: US

AFP, Washington

Ihe United States on Thursdav
urged an immediate ceasefire

in Sri Lanka to save thousands
of trapped civilians, saying the
Colombo government had a
chance to finally end three
decades of war.

“"We call upon the govern-
ment and military of Sri
LLanka and the Tamil Tigers to
immediately stop hostilities
until the more than 140,000
civilians in the conflict are
safely out, State
Department spokesman
Robert Wood said.

“The Sri Lankan govern-
ment, as legitimate sovereign
power, has before it an oppor-
tunity to put an end to this
lengthy conflict,” Wood told

reporters

But he said a lasting peace
would only come "through a
political solution that
addresses the legitimate
aspirations of all Sri Lankan
communities.”

ori Lanka said Thursday
it had made fresh advances
into an area still held by the
liger rebels, who launched
a campaign in 1972 to cre-
ate a separate homeland on
the island for the Tamil
minority.

Civilians -- estimated at
more than 140,000 by the
United States and more than
100,000 by the United Nations
- are holed up in the narrow
strip on the northeastern
coast initially designated a
sale zone.
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Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari (R) shakes hands with Japanese

Prime Minister Taro Aso (L) after he delivered his opening speech at
the conference of Pakistan's donors in Tokyo yesterday.

AP, Tokyo

@The Daily Star

1 Donors pledge $5b to help
Pakistan fight militants

region, their current pattern of donations. Saudi

International donors led by the United
States and Japan pledged more than $5
billion Friday to stabilise Pakistan's trou-
bled economy and fight the spread of
terrorism in the Islamic nation and neigh-

bouring Afghanistan.

The US and Japan started off an inter-
national donors' conference in Tokyo by
pledging $1 billion each. Saudi Arabia
added $700 million and the EU $640

mullion,

The donors said their contributions
would be focused on improving the eco-
nomic climate in Pakistan through infra-
structure and other projects, and stressed
that stability in Pakistan is key to averting
the growth of terrorism throughout the

Arabia's pledge would also be dispersed
over the next two years, and the EU's over
the next four years.

Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari had
hoped for as much as $6 billion in
pledges. He said the international com-
munity is still trying to grasp the implica-
tions of the problems his countryfaces.

“There is a desire to help Pakistan,”
Zardari said. "I still fear that the under-
standing of the danger that Pakistan faces
still does not register fully in the minds of
the world.”

"If we lose, you lose,” he added. "If we
lose, thé world loses.”

Though focused on Pakistan, the
conference also discussed 1ssues in
neighbouring Afghanistan.

"Without stability in Pakistan, there is
no stability in Afghanistan,” Japanese
Prime Minister Taro Aso said in a speech
opening the conference. "Stability in
border areas is a key and | want to stress
that the international community sup-
ports comprehensive strategies by the
Iwo nations.”

As0 announced Japan would provide
31 billion in aid to support Pakistan's
economic reforms and its fight against
terrorism, while the US issued a state-
ment Friday that it will also chip in §1
billion as a "down payment” on aid it has
already announced.

Both countries will make their contri-
butions over the next two years, and
neither represented a dramatic change in

Indian
schoolgirl 'left
in sun to die’

AFP, New Delhi

An ll-year-old Indian
schoolgirl died after a teacher
allegedly made her stand in
the baking sun as punish-
ment for notdoing her home-
work, reports said yesterday.

Shanno Khan started
bleeding from the nose and
fainted after hours in the
searing New Delhi heat on
Wednesday, and slipped into
a coma after being taken to
hospital. She died on Friday,
the NDTV news channel
reported.

Reports said the teacher
and the school principal have
been suspended, with police
waiting for the autopsyon the
girl's body before filing a
possible criminal case.

India's Minister for
Women and Child
Development Renuka
Chowdhury said the incident
wasa terrible tragedy”.

Corporal punishment is
banned in India, but children
are often physically abused
by ,school authorities and

'Sharif is America's new
man of the moment'

ANI, Lahore

Pakistan's former prime min-
ister Nawaz Sharif "appears to
be the man of the moment" for
the Obama administration,
which is increasingly paying
great attenuon to him, the
WashingtonTimes claims.

"The United States has
realized that he enjoys broad-
based support in Pakistan and
expects him to play an effec-
tive role in the fight against
terrorism,” the Daily Times
quoted Professor Rasul
Bakhsh Rais, as saying.

The report also mentioned
Admiral Mike Mullen and US
special envoy Richard
Holbrooke's meeting with
Nawazlastweek in Islamabad.

Sharit reportedly urged
the Obama administration to
change its policy regarding
drone attacks inside
Pakistan.

A State Department official
In Washington was quoted by
the paper as saying that the US
embassy in Islamabad "has
been in contact” with Nawaz
as an "important political
figure” in Pakistan.

“That in no way should
suggest, however, that we are
backing him or 'working
closely’ with him." Bruce
Riedel, who led the Obama
administration's recent review
of US policy towards Pakistan
and Afghanistan, said.

The US was dealing with
Nawaz because "there's
nobody else out there. Zardari
has the political strength, but
It seems to be evaporating ...
Ihere is a recognition that
(Sharif) may well be the next
leader. Therefore, you have to
deal with him." Riedel said.

3 die in attempt on Afghan minister

AFP, Kabul

A suicide attack targeting an
Afghan cabinet minister killed
three civilians Friday but
failed to harm the politician in
the southwest of the war-torn
country, an official said.

The attack on Mohammed
Karim Brahawi occurred in
Zaran), capital of Nimroz
province.

"Two suicide bombers

grenades intended to target
the refugees minister,"
Nimroz governor Ghulam
Dastagir Azad told AFP.

“The suicide bombers were
recognised. One was shot
dead in the street where the
minister lives, while another
escaped and exploded during
the firing.

“Three civilians were killed
and three were wounded in
the blast,” he said.

NoO group claimed imme-
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diate responsibility, but the
Taliban are waging a deadly
Insurgency against the
Western-backed govern-
ment Iin a bid to regain
power eight years after they
were toppled in a US-led
Invasion.

Separately, the US military
said Friday that Afghan and
coalition forces killed up to six
militants during an overnight
operation I1n a southecn
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Eskayef Bangladesh Ltd., one of the fastest growing pharmaceutical companies in Bangladesh,
Is engaged inthe manufacture and marketing of awide range of therapeutic drugs, bulk pellets and
animal health & nutrition products to satisfy medical needs and improve people's quality of life.

True to its vision of offering the best quality healthcare products, Eskayef has established a
world-class pharmaceutical plant at Tongi, under the direct supervisicn and technical support
of a leading European pharmaceutical consultant. The new facility
is designed and purposefully validated to conform to international
cGMP and has recently received approval from MHRA (Medicines
o for Se\\in_g and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency) of the United §
where W Kingdom. In harmony with our motto of growing more globally, |
dent Ul (/K MHRA approval has opened up scope for export of Eskayef
e t0 Ul products to Europe and other highly regulated markets in the

To meet its growing needs, Eskayef invites applications for
the position of Medical Services Officer. The incumbent
will be responsible for achieving sales objectives, creating
demand by promoting products to doctors, and securing
business opportunities to attain targeted financial outcome of the
assigned territory through generation of prescriptions. The person will also be required
to bend his energies towards exploring new markets and identifying new customers.
On offer will be an attractive compensation package with excellent opportunities for
performance-oriented career growth.

Persuasion in any form will be regarded as a disqualification. Unsuccessful candidates in an
earlier attempt need not apply.

ESKAYEF BANGLADESH LTD.
158 Kemal Ataturk Avenue

Block-E, Banani, Dhaka-1213, Bangladesh

Web: www.skfbd.com
® Registered Trademark
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Emergency rule
extended in
Thailand's

restive south

AFP, Bangkok

TI'hailand's government on
Friday agreed to extend emer-
gency rule for another three
months over its Muslim-
majority south, where more
than 3,600 people have been
Killed in five years of unrest,
Thai Prime Minister
Abhisit Vejjajiva said the cabi-
net had decided the measures,
which must be renewed every
three months and were to
expire on April 19, were still
required to safeguard security.
“The extension of the
emergency rule will start from
April 20 until July 19 this year,"
Abhisit said.
"The meeting agreed that it
Is still necessary to continue it
and insisted that the authori-
ties must implement the
measures precisely and trans-
parently under the law."
Emergencyrulehasbeenin
place since July 2005 across
Narathiwat, Pattani and Yala
provinces, giving security
forces sweeping powers of
search and seizure and broad
immunity from prosecution.

Court convicts '
head of Tamil

T1gers in Britain

AFP, London

A London court convicted a

. man described as the head of
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the Tamil Tigers in Britain on
two terror-linked charges
yesterday, including supply-
ing bomb-making equipment
to the Sri Lankan group.

Arunachalam
Chrishanthakumar, 52, was
found guilty of coordinating
supplies of material to the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE).

Jurors failed to reach verdicts
on three other charges against
Chnshanthakumar, also known

| as AC Shanthan, plus one
| |

charge against another
accused, Jegatheeswaran
Muraleetharan.

Chrishanthakumar,
described as a "very promi-
nent figure" m Britain's Tamil
community, supplied electri-
cal components for the LTTE,
some of which had "an obwi-
ous terrorist purpose,’ the
court found.

He was also convicted of
receiving documents for the
purpose of terrorism, after a
trial at Kingston Crown Court,
southwest London.

Bacteria found
thriving beneath
Antarctic glacier |

AP, Washington

Hidden in the bone-
chilling dark beneath an
Antarctic glacier, a colony

of strange bacteria is thriv- |
i Ing. Scientists investigat-
ing the flow of blood-red
water from beneath the
glacier discovered the
bacteria, which have sur-
vived for millions of years,
living on sulfur and iron
compounds, they report in
Friday's edition of the
journal Science.

"Among the big ques-
tions here are; 'How does an
ecosystem functon below
glaciers?', 'Howare they able
to persist below hundreds of
meters of ice and live in
permanently cold and dark
conditions for extended
periodsoftime, inthecaseofl |
Blood Falls, over millions of
years?" said lead researcher
lill Mikucki of Harvard
University.
| Blood Falls, flowing from
beneath Taylor Glacier, has
long evoked curiosity
because ofitscolour.
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PHOTO AFP
Afghan men look at destroyed houses in Sherzad following an earthquake in the districts of Khogyani
and Sherzad in Nangarhar province yesterday. Two earthquakes killed up to 22 people in eastern
Afghanistan, damaging villages and destroying scores of homes in a remote area near the border
with Pakistan.
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