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BHOILA ARMS HAUL

Faisal, Badal
remanded again

QUR CORRESPONDENT,
Barisal

A Bhola court yesterday placed
Faisal Mostafa and his prime
associate Hassan Saifuddin
Badal again ona 10-day remand
to grill them on the motve
behind keeping arms and
ammunition at Green Crescent
¥ Madrasain Bhola.

The Investigation Officer
(10) of the case produced the
two before the Bhola Chief
Judicial Magistrate's Court on
completion of a 10-day remand
and prayed for more 10 days for
each in the case filed under the
Anti-Terrorism Ordinance
2008.
Earlier, the court showed
Faisal arrested in the case fol-
lowing a petition filed by the 10,
Sub-inspector Rafiqul Islam of
Borhanuddin Police Station.

"Faisal and Badal have
admitted owning the seized
firrarms but they are yet to
disclose why they had assem-
bled arms and ammunition at
the madrasa. That is why we
have sought further remand for
them,”said the [O.

Meanwhile, seven solicitors
representing Faisal and Badal
filed a petition seeking bails, but
the court rejected their plea and
granted the two 10-day remand
each.

Earlier on Wednesday the
two were taken to Bhola where
dthe Task force Intelligence (TFI)
questioned them.

Faisal was not initially made
accused in any of the two cases

filed in connecuon with the
recovery from Green Crescent
Madrasa cum Orphanage. He
was later shown anestedinbogh
the cases as his name came in
the recent confessional state-
ment pf Mohammad Russell,
oneofaccused of the two cases.

Police sources said both
Faisal and Badal might be again
sent to the capital for TEI inter-

uon.

Faisal, the founder of Green
Crescent madrasa, was appre-
hended along with Badal at
Pubail, Gazipur on April 6 In
connectionwith the arms haul.

On March 24, Rapid Action
Battalion unearthed the ‘muini-
ammunition factory’ inside the
madrasa-cum-orphanage and
seized 10 firearms, 2,500 bullets,
3,000 grenade splinters, 200
grams of gun powder, different
components of ammunition
and 72 books on jihad, Abul Ala
Maududi and Osama bin
Laden.

Shoe targets
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shortly after Advani reached

the dais, theysaid.

Soon after the incident, he
was taken to the rear of the
stage and then whisked away
by the police.

The incident comes close
on the heels of a journalist
throwing a shoe at Home
Minister P Chidambaram
during a press conference in
New Delhiand a retired school
headmaster lobbing a foot-
wear at Congress candidate in
Kurukshetra Navin Jindal
duringa pollrally.

Another BDR jawan
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jawan confessed his involve-
ment in the carnage 10 a magis-
trate.

BDR Director General Maj

GenMainul Islam told The Daily
Star, "Saxdur died of cardiac
arrest as part of the will of the
Creator [The Almighty].
However, the autopsy report
will confirm the cause of the
death.”
i __Meanwhile, Saidur's relative
' Kamru#zaman alleed tHat Ne'
died due to torture as several
injury marks were found on his
legsand knees.

Saidur’'s wife Sheeuly Begum
over telephone said, "I talked to
my husband on Apnl 5 and he
said he was well.”

She said her husband was
present during the carnage but

“fled the BDR headquarters. He
later joined the BDR headquar-
ters.

Hailing from Dhuliha village
under Harninakundu upazila in
Jhenidah district, Saidur
Rahman joined BDRin 1981.

Asked about the injury
» marks, the DG said, "The muti-

neers used different ways to
flee...they had to jump over
walls and overcome various
obstacles. Those might be the
injuries sustained during the
escape.

A press release issued by
BDR public relation officer
yesterday said Saidur felt chest
pain around 1:00am vesterday.
He was taken to the hospital at
BDR headquarters around
3:00am. When his condition
deteriorated, he was moved to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) around 4:00am where
doctors on duty declared him
dead at4:30am.

However, in the register of
the deceased at DMCH it is
mentioned that Ladf, a ward

boy of the BDR hospital,
brought Saidur dead at DMCH
around 4:30am.

According to sources, a total
of 13 BDR men died in custody
since March 9 and of them
seven reportedly committed

suicide and six died of cardiac
arrest.

Meanwhile, Sepoy Zakir

Hossain confessed to his
mvolvement in the BDR car-
nage before a magistrate. So far,
17 "BDR men have confessed |
before magistrates.

About the 73 BDR men taken
to Pilkhana yesterday, Maj Gen
Mainul Islam told The Daily Star
that they were present at
Pilkhana during the carnage but
later fled.

“They were asked to join the
BDR headquarters. But they
joined elsewhere. They should
be quizzed,” the DGsaid.

Business Awards
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speech on "Global economic
meltdown and the challenges
before developing countries
like Bangladesh”.

This most prestigious
business award of Bangladesh
consists of four prizes --
Business Person of The Year,
Enterprise of The Year, Women
Entrepreneur of The Year and
Financial Institution of The
Year.

An 11-member jury board
consisting of eminent person-
alities from various sectors of
the business world and civil
society personalities select the
winners.

The award ceremony will
be followed by a gala dinner,
which will be attended by
leaders of the business com-
munity and professional

groups.

India goes to polls
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The first phase of polling is
considered critical for all major
political players--ruling
Congress-led UPA, Third Front
comprsing Left and regional
parties, Fourth Front of
Samajwadi Party led by
Mulayam Singh Yadav, RJD and
d LIP headed by Lalu Prasad and
*Ram Vilas Paswan.

Ti.  first-phase pnllmg n
eastern Uttar Pradesh will
determine the shape of things to
come in the politically key state,
which sends the highest num-
berof parliamentarians, 80.

The election will put to test
the correctness or otherwise of
Congress’ decision to go with-
out alhance in Bihar and Urttar
Pradesh. It will also be a major
electoral test for Lalu Prasad in
Bihar, ruled by a JD (U)-BJP
coalition government headed
by ChiefMinister Nitish Kumar,

The polls in Uttar Pradesh
will indicate if the social engi-
neering by uniting Brahmins
and Dalits by BSP chief
Mayawati is successfully hold-
ing ground. Congress’ electoral
fortunes have been on the
decline in the state for long and
Samajwadi Party will find it
difficult to repeat its good per-
formance in the previous par-
liamentary elections in 2004,

Elections were also held in
much of Andhra Pradesh, ruled

9y Congress, in the south and

Orissastatein theeast.

For Congress, stakes are high
inAndhraPradesh and Orissa as
the poll outcome will show if it
has the resilience to overcome
anti-incumbency in the south-
ern state and the political pull to
end 10 years of uninterrupted
BJD rulein the eastern state.

In Orissa, the polls will be a
litmus test for Chief Minister
Naveen Patnalk whose party
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) parted
ways with BJP after 11 years of
alliance and switched over to a
band of centristand Left parties.

A fractured mandate in
Orissa will mean the question-
ing of the political wisdom of
BID 1o snap ties with BJP and
offer an opportunity to the
saffron party to play the role of a
kingmaker.

The first phase saw all the 20

seats in Left-
ruled Kerala going to polls
yesterday and it will have a big
sayintheability of Left parties to
remain a decisive force in gov-
ernment-formation.

Maharashtra is important
for both Congress and NCP the
two parties ruling the state in
coalition.

In Assam, three constituen-
cies went to polls yesterday and
in two of them there is a sizable

Muslim voters in Karimganj and
Silchar.

A ) o
C1G ARMS HAUL CASE

11 more Navy
men quizzed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Eleven more former naval
officers, GCOs and crew on
deputation in Bangladesh
Coast Guard in 2004 were
interrogated in connection
with the sensational
Chittagong arms haul case

here yesterday.

With yesterday's tally, 17
Navy men appeared before the
investigators in last two days
for questioning at Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID), ittagong divisional
headquarters,

Six naval officers gave

statements to the investiga-
tors on lastWednesday.

CID is interrogating the
then Coast Guard men since
the main accused Hafizur
Rahman, in a confessional
statement on March 2, 2009,
said that they helped in berth-
ing the two arms-laden engine
boats at Chittagong Urea
Fertiliser Limited (CUFL) jetty.

The coast guard men were
on dutyat the Karnaphuliriver
and the Bay of Bengal during
the offloading of the 10 truck-
loads of firearms and ammu-
nition onApril 2, 2004.

HSC exams
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centres under Dhaka Board

while 45 examinees under 10
education boards foradopting
unfair means on the day of
English 1st paper examination
while 5,291 candidates were
absent, according to the
board's exam control room.

Among the expelled stu-
dents, 11 were from BM exams
under Bangladesh Technical
Educaton Board while nine
under Barnsal Board, six under
Jessore Board, five under
Rajshahi Board, four each
under Dhaka, Dinajpur and
Chittagong Boards, one each
under Comilla Board and
Madrasa Board.

Of the 5,291 absent stu-
dents, 1215 were under Dhaka
Board, 649 under Rajshahi
Board, 481 under Comilla
Board, 682 under Jessore
Board, 245 under Barisal
Board, 239 under Sylhet
Board, 361 under Dinajpur
Board, 429 under Chittagong
Board, 730 under Madrasa
Board and 260 under
Technical Board.
= Pducation Mimster Nural
Islam Naheed visited exami-
nation centres of Vigarunnisa
Noon School and College and
Habibullah Bahar College in
the capital in the morning and
talked to the examinees, cen-
tre officials and guardians.

Any kind of unfair meansin
the examination will be con-
trolled, Nahid said seeking
cooperation from all.

A total of 618,308 candi-
dates are appearing for the
exams this year in 1,919 cen-
tres, including five in abroad
and under the 10 boards.

Of the total candidates,
55.17 percent are males while
44 .83 are females.

The highest number of
candidates 1,53,398 appear
under Dhaka Board, 75,629
under Rajshahi, 41,644 under
Comilla, 74,489 under Jessore,
41,754 under Chittagong,
30,159 under Barisal, 18,349
under Sylhetand 59,411 under
Dinajpur Education Board.

Some 59,354 students sit
for Alim exams under
Bangladesh Madrasa Board,
and 64,121 under Bangladesh
Technical Education Board.

Hasina seeks
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put forward some suggestions
for overall development of the
country's madrasa education
system.

The PM gave them a
patient hearing and assured
them of providing assistance
for the development of reli-
gious education.

The delegation suggested
formulating a specific curricu-
lum for madrasas by forming a
commission with religious
scholars and setting up a
university to ensure discipline
and coordination in madrasa
education.

Hasina assured the delega-
tion of discussing their sug-
gestions and recommenda-
tions with concerned people
atthe government level,

Urging for putting an end
to all kinds of misunderstand-
ings through discussions, she
said, "All must remain alert so
the conspirators cannot take
any advantage,”

Misbahur Rahman,
Moulana Farid Uddin Masud,
Moulana Mujibur Rahman
Juktibadi, Moulana Ruhul
Amin Sarker and AMM
Bahauddin, among others,
spoke on be half of the delega-
tion.

They requested the PM to
recruit one representative
each from Alia Madrasa and
Kawmi madrasa to the
National Education
Commission. In response, the
PM assured them of consider-
ingtheir request.

S

Mujibnagar Day
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commander of the armed

forces.

Syed Nazrul Islam was
made acting president in the
absence of Bangabandhu
since he was arrested by the
Pakistani occupation forces
on March 25, 1971. The occu-
pation forces also massacred
thousands of unarmed
Bangalees in Dhaka and else-
where in the then East Pakistan
onthatnight.

At the Mujibnagar cere-
mony, a contingent of police
presented a guard of honour to
the acting president. He
received the salute and hoisted
the National Flag of independ-
ent Bangladesh.

The Mujibnagar govern-
ment with Tajuddin Ahmed as
prime minister led the coun-
try's nine-month Liberation
War that ended in surrender of
the occupation forces on
December 16, 1971.

The ruling Awami League
(AL) and its front organisations
have taken up elaborate
programmes for countrywide
observance ofMujibnagar Day.

In the capital, the National
Flag and party flag will be
hoisted at Bangabandhu
Bhaban in Dhanmondi, and
AL's Bangabandhu Avenue
central office at 6:00 this morn-
INg.
gFl':)ral wreaths will be placed
at the portrait of Bangabandhu
at Bangabandhu Bhaban at
7:00am. Wreaths will also be
placed at the graves of four
national leaders -- Syed Nazrul
Islam, Tajuddin Ahmed and
Mansur Ali -- at Banani grave-
yard in the city, and at the grave
of AHM Kamruzzaman in
Rajshahi.

A separate programme has
been taken up to mark the day at
Mujibnagar. The programme
includes placing wreaths at
Mujibnagar memorial at
10:00am, followed by a guard of
honour, a public meeting and a
cultural function.

AL has formed a committee
with presidium member Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury as its con-
vener. Members of the commit-
tee include Amir Hossain Amu,
Abdur Razzak, Tofail Ahmed,
Suranjit Sengupta, Matia
Chowdhury, Abdul Mannan,
Abu Sayeed, Talukder Abdul
Khaleque, Mirza Sultan Raza,
Begum Monnojan Sufian, and
presidents arid general secre-
taries of the party's district units
in Khulna Division and those of
its frontorganisations.

They will wvisit Mujibnagar
today.

Prime Minister and AL chief
Sheikh Hasina will chair a party
discussion on Mujibnagar Day
at Bangladesh-China

Alert on coasts
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The local administration was
alerung people to a possible hit
by Bijh. Trained volunteers of
the government's Cyclone
Preparedness Programme and
Red Crescent were on standby
In the coastal areas, said admin
sources.

As of 1:00am today, the
cyclone was around 675 km
southwest off Chittagong Port,
630 km off Cox's Bazar and 520
km south/southwest off
Mongla Port, said the last spe-
cial bulletin released by the Met
office.

“It 1s likely to intensify fur-
ther and move in a north or
north-easterly direction,” the
bulletin read.

Under the storm's influence,
a deep convection was taking
place over north of the Bay.
Squally weather may affect the
seaports, warned the bulletin.

The maxmum sustained
wind speed within a 54-km
radius of the cyclone centre was
around 60 kph, rising to 80 kph
In gusts or squalls.

The maritime ports have
been asked to elevate the local
cautionarysignal to four.

All boats and trawlers have
been advised to remain close to
the coast so they could move to
safetyatshortnotice.

Our Khulna correspondent
reports: Mongla Port Authority
(MPA) has taken all-out mea-
sures to prevent loss of life and
damage to property.

. MPA Member (operation)
Lutfar Rahman told The Daily
Star that four foreign ships had
already been moved to a safer
place.

Three of them are laden with
imports including wheat and
fertiliser while the other is
waiting to be loaded with raw
jute for Pakistan.

A cnrrescrondem from Cox's
Bazar said it was drizzling
throughoutthe day there.

Atleast sixthousand trawlers
that went to the deep waters
were getting back to the shore,
said Mujibur Rahman, presi-
dent of district boat owners
association.

Half of those were supposed
to come ashore by last night
while the rest by this afternoon,
headded.

Our correspondent from
Barisal reports: The plying of
water vessels with length under
65 feet has been suspended
while bigger ones have been
ordered to operate with caution,

Our correspondent from
Patuakhali adds: The district
disaster management commit-
tee held an emergency meeting
yesterday with acting deputy
commissioner (DC) Lakhan
Chandra Devnath in the chair.

It asked all seven UNOs and
officials concerned to take
necessarr steps to deal with a
potentially disastrous storm.

Friendship Conference Centre
in the capitalat3:00pm.

In a message on the occa-
sion, President Zillur Rahman
recalled the contribution of
Mujibnagar government in
achieving independence, and
said it is part of the history of
LiberationWar.

He urged all to unite and
work with the sprit of the
Liberation War for implement-
ing the changes Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has pledged.

In a separate message,
Hasina auicF the Mujibnagar
government had led the
Liberation War by uniting peo-
ple of all walks of life with pru-
dence, and won in the war with
help fromallied forces.

Both Zillur and Hasina paid
rich tributes to the four national
leaders who formed the first
government of the country, and
to Bangabandhu.

AL spokesman and Joint
General Secretary Syed Ashratul
[slam called for observing the
dayinabehttung manner.

EC plans
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The budget session is likely to

beginin the first week of June.

Earlier, the EC held a series
of talks with political parties
on electoral reforms before
the December 29 parliamen-
tary election last year, and
major amendments to the
RPO were made.

At present there are 39
registered political parties in
the country.

The EC is going to initiate
the process of electoral
reforms again in the hight of its
experience in conducting the
last parliamentary election.

Sakhawat said the EC
wants to maintain contact
with the political parties
represented in parhament.

He mentioned that some
52 out of 1,538 candidates in
the last parliamentary elec-
tion are yet to submit their
polls expenditure reports,
None of the incumbent law-
makers is among them, he
confirmed.

“Officials concerned have
been directed to file cases
against candidates failing to
submit polls expenditure
reports,” Sakhawat said.

Asked about election
expenditure reports submit-
ted by political parties, he said
SIX parties are yet to comply
with the law.

- HSC. examinees
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The officials concerned, how-
ever, blamed on shortfall in
power generation and low
pressure of gas behind the
frequent power cuts.

About 3,963 megawatts
(MW) of power was generated
in the country yesterday against
a demand of 5,050MW, causing
an official shortfall of 1087MW.
Over 550MW of power could not
be generated due to poor gas
supply to many power plants,
Power Development Board
(PDB) sources said.

The scenario was pretty "

satisfactory on April 14 as
around 4022MW of power was
generated thanks to an
increased gas supply to the
power plants.

The demand of power has
already crossed the last year's
demand of 4700MW in peak
hours. Due to shortage of gas
supply, power unit over 500MW
capacity has been sitting idle for
the last sixmonths, according to
sources.

“This situation could have
been better if only we could
ensure adequate gas supply to
power plants,” said a PDB
official adding that power could
not be generated in Haripur,
Tongi and Rawjan power plants
duetothelow pressureofgas.

The official load-shedding
yesterday was over 1000MW
while about 1150MW on
Wednesday.

According to Dhaka Power
Distribution Company (DPDC),
around 1,292MW of power was
supplied to the capital against
an approximate demand of
1,800MW during peak hours
yesterday.

The DPDC officials said they
keep load-shedding in different
areas for ensuring power supply
to the HSC examination cen-
tres,

Admitting excessive defi-
ciency in power generation and
its erratic supplyinalmost every
area in the capital, an official at
Dhaka Electricity Supply
Company (DESCO) said there
will be no improvement in
power situation until new
powerstationsare setup.

Sources however said fre-
quent load-shedding will be
reduced only after end of irriga-
tion for Boro crops and begin-
ning of the rainy season. Now
about 1,000MW of power is
being used for irrigation every
day.

During daytimeitisintolera-
ble to stay at house due to the
scorching heat and frequent
power cuts, said Moksud Reza, a
resident of Sector-5 of Uttara,
adding the fuel costs for operat-
ing generator have also shot up
duetothecrisis.

M Rubel of Sector- 14, Uttara
said, "Power goes off every two
hours in my house and remains
offforover an hour. Even, itgoes
off at awkward times like 1:00
ameveryday.”

BNP head office
eviction | |
notice stayed
till Apr 23

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court Wednesday
stayed the eviction notice
issued against the BNP head
office till April 23 and another
court vesterday asked both of
parties of the case to maintain
status quo during this period.

The court also issued a
notice asking eight defen-
dants of the case to explain
with in seven days, from the
day of receiving the notice, as
to why they would not be
refrained from entering the
disputed property during
temporary injunction.

Judge Mohammad
Mamunur Rashid of the
Seventh Joint District Judge's
Court yesterday passed the
orders following an appeal
seeking temporary injunction
upon the defendants.

One of the defendants,
Rezia Khatun, filed a title suit
in 1977 claiming that she
purchased the land from
Abdul Malek on February 16,
1968 and Malek had pur-
chased it from one Ojufa
Begum on December 13, 1962.

Rezia got an exparte decree
from the then Third Assistant
Judge's Court of Dhaka on
March 21, 1979 and on July 19,
2001 she obtained all titles for
evicting illegal occupants
from the land.

BNP Chairperson and
former prime minister
Khaleda Zia, on behalf of
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman
Charitable Trust, filed another
title suit with a Dhaka courton
September 27, 2001 claiming
that theland belongs to trust.

In the suit, Khaleda men-
tioned that on September 1,
1993 the trust purchased the
3.75-katha of land from M/S
Saifee Glass House at Inner
Circular Road in the city's
Naya Paltan through its man-
aging partner AH Khan.

Khaleda also sought for a
stay order from the court so
that the defendants could not
evict them from the property.

Gram Sarkar
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years--1k 20 crore in 2003-04
fiscal year, Tk 40 crore in 2004-
05, Tk 60 crorein 2005-06 and Tk
61 crorein 2006-07 fiscal year.

Of the allocated money,
Gram Sarkar spent Tk 135 on
"sanitation, tree plantation,
preservaton of water bodies
etc”. Remaining Tk 46 crore was
sent back to the finance minis-
ry.

While disposing a writ peti-
tion, the Supreme Court
declared that the Gram Sarkar
systemwasillegal.

The AL-led government
repealed the Gram Sarkar Act,
2003, in the just concluded
session of the ninth parliament.

Khaleda vows
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"I might be evicted from the
cantonment house that bears
memories of former president
Ziaur Rahman, announcer of
independence of Bangladesh,
but nobody can drive me out of
politics.”

The demonstrating BNP
men demanded immediate
withdrawal of the lease cancel-
lation order of Khaleda Zia's
cantonmenthouse.

The opposition leader said
with bold assertion that people
of Bangladesh are with her.

On the government's com-
pletion of 100-day she said, "I
can not see anything except for
failure. Educational institutions
are being closed one after
another due to terrorist acts of
ruling party's studentwing.”

Ruling party men are
involved in extortion at all
levels- from upazila, district to
divisional towns, she added.

The former premier said the
government had started the
debate over her cantonment
house and BNP central office
only to divert people's attention
from Pilkhana carnage.

BNP UK branch convener
Kamaruddin Ahmed presided
over the meeting. After the rally
they held a views-exchange
meeting with High
Commissioner Allama
Siddiqui. They also handed over
a memorandum to him
demanding immediate with-
drawal of lease cancellation
order of the cantonment house
ofKhaleda Zia.

The memorandum also
demanded resignation of the
home minister and the law
minister.

ANA in a report from New
York said Tarique Release
Movement USA unit held a
protest rally in front of the UN
headquarters in New York
demanding immediate with-
drawal of the lease cancellation
order of Khaleda Zia's canton-
ment house. President of the
organization Akter Hossain
Badal presided over therally.

The BNP USA branch also
held aprotestrally in frontof the
Bangladesh Consulate Office in
New York. It's president Abdul
Lanf Samrat presided over the
rally.
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UN inspectors
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They removed their seals from

equipment and rooms before
going.

The IAEA said in Vienna that
fourofits inspectors pulled out -
- two who were already posted
at Yongbyon and another two
who had arrived in Pyongyang
in preparation for taking over at
the complex.

“It's a step backward. We're
obviously concerned about
this,” State Department spokes-
man Robert Wood said
Wednesday, referring to North
Korea's planned expulsion of
the US monitors.

“They (North Korea) just
bring upon themselves further
isolation from the international
comumunity.”

Wood said the United States
would speak with other nations
in the talkks -- China, Japan,
South Korea and Russia -- about
the nextstep.

North Korea has previously
threatened to quit the talks,
which beganin 2003 and several
times came close to collapse.

But its Tuesday staternent
announced it would "never”
take part in such discussions
again and was no longer bound
by any six-party agreements.

Pyongyang appears to be
pushing instead for bilateral
talks with the United States,
analystssay.

White House spokesman
Robert Gibbs said the United
States and its negotiating part-
ners were "anxious for the
North Koreans to come back to
thetable."

In Pyongyang, North Korean
leader Kim Jong-Il Wednesday
watched a fireworks display
marking the anniversary of the
birth of his late father and
founding president Kim Il-
Sung.

He "warmly greeted” the
cheering crowd that gathered
along the Taedong River to mark
the occasion, official media
said.

State media have trumpeted
Kim's "incomparable courage
and boldness” in going ahead
with the much criticised April 5
rocket launch, which
Pyongyang says was staged to
put a peaceful satellite into
orbit.

The United States and its
alliles say the launch was a
disguised missile test. The
Security Council 1n a statement
Monday condemned the
launch as violating a resolution
passed after the North's 2006
missileand nuclear tests.

It vowed tougher entorce-
ment of sanctions contained in
the 2006 resolution.

The United States and Japan
on Wednesday submitted lists
of North Korean entities tar-
geted for sancuons, according

Edible oil
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Price of non-brand palm and
soybean oil increased up to Tk
10-12 perlitre inretail.

Major edible oil brands have
also announced price hike to be
effective in a couple of days and
most of them stopped their
supply. A crisis of branded
soybean oil has already been
prevailing in the market for the
lasttwodays.

Yesterday, non-brand palm
oil was selling between Tk 66
and Tk 70 per litre, it was
between Tk 54 and Tk 58 a week
ago. Super Palm oil was selling
between Tk 68 and Tk 72 per litre
yesterday, it was between Tk 60
and Tk 62 last week.

Soybean oil is selling
between Tk 78 and Tk 82 a litre
in retail, it was between Tk 68
andTk70aweekago.

Amir Hossain, a distributor
of Rupchanda soybean oil at
Karwan Bazar, told The Daily
Star, "Customers are returning
form the market frustrated due
to meagre supply of soybean
oil.”

Saiful Islam, an employee of
Chandpur Store at Karwan
Bazar Kitchen Market, said he
needed 40 five-litre cans of
soybean oll for a buyer but he
could not get those searching
the whole market. The buyer
was forced to purchase the oil
from retail at a higher price--Tk
10to Tk20 more per can.

Grocers at different markets
said price of Teer soybean oil
rose by Tk 11 perlitre yesterday.

MA Rauf Chowdhury, presi-
dent of Bangladesh Edible Oil
Refiners Association, told The
Daily Star that in the last one
and a half months the price of
edible oil has gradually
increased in the international
market and the impact has
started toshowin Bangladesh.

He said one and a half
months ago price of crude palm
oil was $600 per tonne in the
international market but now it
is $790. Soybean oil was avail-
able between $670 and $675 per
tonne and now it is between
$835 and $840.

He said usually Bangladesh
stocks 1.5 to two lakh tonnes of
edible oil but this season the
stock is below one lakh tonne.
He said importers failed to open
Letter of Credits as bank loans
have been quite difficult to get.

Price of all types of pulse
have increased by Tk 3-5 per
kilogram (kg) while the price of
flour has increased by Tk 1 per
kgoverthelastweek.

Price of potatoesrose by Tk 3
per kg in the last week. Potatoes
are now selling between Tk 20
and’Tk 22 perkg.

A potato wholesaler at
Karwan Bazar said supply of
potato droppedsince last week.

to the Turkish diplomat chairing
the first meeting of the Security
Council'ssanctions panel.

Diplomats said the US sub-
mitted a list of 11 North Korean
entities involved in banned
missile-related activities, while
Japan put forward a list of at
least 15.

South Korea, apparently
mindful of increasing tensions,
delayed a widely expected
announcement that it would
join a US-led imtative to seize
international shipments of
weapons of mass destruction
such asmissues,

North Korea has said any
decision by Seoul to join the
Proliferation Security Initiative
(PSI) would be seen as adeclara-
tion of war.

China suggested Wednesday
the time was not right for Seoul
tosignup.

“The current situation 1is
already too complex and China
doesn’'t want it to become
further complicated,” its
ambassador to Seoul, Cheng
Yonghua, told a lecture when
asked how Beijing views Seoul's
move 10 join the PSI.

"We hope for respective
parties to maintain positive and
active attitudes and believe that
tension should not be height-
ened,” Yonhap news agency
quoted Chengas saying.

7 ex-BTTB stafft
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Chittagong for misappropriat-
ingoverTk2.88 crore.

ACC Assistant Director SM
Shahidur Rahman filed the
cases on April 13 on charge of
misappropriating the money
through fake schedule, bills or
vouchers in the name of main-
tenance andrepair.

The accused include for-
mer divisional engineers in
Chittagong Abdul Awal,
Pradip Kumar Saha and Ajit
Kumar Muhuri, ex-assistant
divisional engineers
Habibullah Kaiser, Khalilur
Rahman and Swapan Kumar
Roy and former assistant
engineer Nasir.

According to the case
statements, the former BTTB
officials misappropriated the
money by abusing power in
2000-'01, 2001-'02 and 2005-
'06 fiscal years.

In the first case filed with
the Korwali Police Station,
Pradip, Ajit and Nasir were
accused of misappropriating
Tk 10.55 lakh by showing fake
schedule and bills or vouchers
in the name of maintenance
and repair in 2005-'06 fiscal
year, : -

The case statement said
Pradip and Ajit also drew Tk
49.15 lakh in addition to the
allocated budget the same
fiscal year.

The second case was filed
with the same police station
against Abdul Awal and Ajiton
charge of misappropriating Tk
47.15 lakh in 2005-'06 fiscal
year.

Awal and Kaiser were
charged with misappropriat-
ing Tk 39.50 lakh by showing
fake vouchers and schedule in
2005- 06 hscal yearin the third
case filed with the Bayezid
Police Staton in the port city.

Pradip, Swapan and
Khalilur Rahman were
accused of misappropriating
Tk 84.71 lakh in the name of
maintenance and repair in
2005-2006 fiscal year in the
fourth case filed with the
Doublemooring Police
Station.

The fifth case was filed with
the Rangamati Police Station
a%ainst Abdul Awal on charge
of misappropnating Tk 57.62
lakh in the name of mainte-
nance and repair in addition
to the allocated budget in
2000-'01 and 2001-'02 fiscal
years.

Suicid
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Peshawar on Thursday after-
noon, raising the death toll in
the attack to 19," local police
official Nasrullah Khan told
AFP.

Khan said seven policemen
were wounded, two of them
seriously. They were all taken
to Peshawar for treatment, he
added.

A hospital official con-
firmed the death of a 19th
victim while a medic con-
firmed that nine police and 10
civilians were killed.

Police retrieved video
footage from a damaged
vehicle at the scene, showing
two boys wearing Suicide
jackets, who looked like teen-
agers. One recited from the
Koran and the second was
shown smiling, said Ghayour.

There has been no claim for
the attack and police have not
been able to confirm the
identity of the bomber.

Wednesday's blast left a
large crater, shattered win-
dows in nearby buildings and
severed power cables, plung-
ing the area into darkness.

Joint funeral prayers were
said for five of the dead police-
men, their wooden coffins
wrapped in the national flag at
police headquarters in
Charsadda.

A senior police official said
a suspect from nearby Swat
had been arrested.

The suspect lost one of his
legs in the attack and was
being interrogated to deter-
mine whether he had any links
to the Taliban, said the police
official, Mohammad Riaz
Khan.



