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The First Government of Bangladesh

Anisuzzaman

Thirty-eight years ago, on this day, the first government of the Republic of
Bangladesh took their oath.

Those were such problematic, such uncertain times. Before that, at the call of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the people of Bangladesh had continued
their Non-Cooperation Movement from the 2nd of March to the 25th. The Non-
Cooperation Movement made the whole world bow its head in respect to the people
of this country. Other than in the army quarters, Bangabandhu’s orders were

, effective all over Bangladesh. A fier w asting away time on deceitful discussions and
gathening strength thereby, General Yahiya Khan ordered all his forces to commit
the most hateful mass murder in history on the night of 25th March. Bangabandh
Was arrested, the political leaders became scattered. Even then. the people of
Bangladesh took whatever they had and tried to fortify their homes and began the
unequal war of resistance.

Our political leaders proved their foresight amidst all this. They gol organized
within two wecks of the war and on 10th Aprl, issued the Proclamation of
Independence. The Government of the Republic of Bangladesh was formed with
Bangabandhu as President and Syed Nazrul Islam as the acting President. Tajuddin
Ahmed was appointed the Prime Minister. On 11th of Apnil, he delivered a speech
to the people of this nation from the ‘Shwadhin Bangla' Radio Station, the Radio in
exile, He said: "On behalf of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the leader of
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and the Four National Leaders.
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THE PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Mujibnagar, Bangladesh, Dated 10" day of April, 1971

WHEREAS free elections were held in Bangladesh from 7' December, 1970 to 17the January, 1971, to
elect representatives for the purpose of framing a constitutions, AND

WHEREAS at these elections the people of Bangladesh eclected 167 out of 169 representatives
belonging to the Awami League AND
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WHEREAS General Yahya Khan summoned the elected representatives of the people to meet on the 37
March, 1971, for the purpose of framing a Constitution, AND

WHEREAS the Assembly so summoned was arbitrarily and illegally postponed for indefinite period, AND

WHEREAS instead of fulfilling their promise and while still conferring with the representatives of the
people of Bangladesh, Pakistan authorities declared an unjust and treacherous war, AND

WHEREAS 1n the facts and circumstances of such treacherous conduct Banga Bandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the undisputed leader of 75 millions of people of Bangladesh, in due fulfillment of the
legitimate right ot self-determination of the people of Bangladesh, duly made a declaration of
independence at Dacca on March 20, 1971, and urged the people of Bangladesh to defend the honor and

integrity of Bangladesh, AND

WHEREAS in the conduct of a ruthless and savage war the Pakistani authorities committed and are still
continuously committing numberous acts of genocide and unprecedented tortures. amongst others on the
civilian and unarmed people of Bangladesh, AND

WHEREAS the Government by levying an unjust war and committing genocide and by other repressive
measures made 1t possible for the elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh to meet and frame
a Constitution, and give to themselves a Government, AND

WHEREAS the people of Bangladesh by their heroism. bravery and revolutionary fervour have
established effective control over the territories of Bangladesh,

WE the elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh, as honour bound by the mandate given to
us by the people of Bangladesh whose will is supreme duly constituted ourselves into a Constituent
AsSembly, dnd having held mutual consultations, and In 6rdér 16 'ensture Tor the people of Bangladesh
equality, human dignity and social justice. declare and constitute Bangladesh tg be sovereign Peoples’
Republic and thereby confirm the declaration of independence already made by Banga Bandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, and do hereby affirm and resolve that till such time as a Constitution is framed. Banga
Bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman shall be the President of the Republic and that Syed Nazrul Islam shall
be the Vice President of the Republic, and that the President shall be the Supreme Commander of all the
Armed Forces of the Republic, shall exercise all the Executive and Legislative powers of the Republic
including the power to grant pardon, shall have the power to appoint a Prime Minister and such other
Ministers as he considers necessary. Shall have the power to levy taxes and expend monies shall have
the power to summon and adjourn the Constituent Assembly, and do all other things that may be
necessary to give to the People of Bangladesh an orderly and just Government.

WE the elected representatives of the People of Bangladesh do further resolve that in the event of there
being no President or the President being unable to enter upon his office or being unable to exercise his
powers and duties due to any reason whatsoever, the Vice-President shall have and exercise all the
powers, duties and responsibilities herein conferred on the President.

WE further resolve that we undertake to observe and give effect to all duties and obligations devolved
upon us as a member of the family of nations and by the Charter of United Nations.

WE further resolve that this proclamation of independence shall be deemed to have come into effect
from 26" day of March, 1971

WE further resolve that in order to give effect to this instrument we appoint Prof. Yusuf Ali our duly
Constituted potentiary and give to the President and the Vice-President oaths of office.

Signed: ’

Prof. Yusuf Al;

Duly Constituted Potentiary By. and under the authorty of the Constituent Assembly of Bangladesh

—
]

/.5 million freedom-loving people of Bangladesh, and his Government. | give you my revolutionary salutations. We
remember with respect those who have sacrificed their valuable lives to defend the independence of Bangladesh. As

long as there will be the moon, sun, planets and stars in the sky of Bengal, as long as there will be people on the soil of

Bengal: the immortal memory of the brave martyrs, who gave their lives 1n the revolution to defend the independence
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of our motherland. will never fade from the hearts of Bengalis... Our victory in this war is inevitable: there is no
doubt about that

On the 17th of April in a mango grove in Boirddonathtola, in Meherpur, Kushtia, the first Government of Bangladesh
took its oath. A team of the Bangladesh police and army gave the guard of honor to the Ministers. National and
International groups of journalists crowded there to watch the oath-taking ceremony. Boiddonathpur was newly
named Mujibnagar. The oath-taking ceremony was quickly completed for fear of attacks from the Pakistani Air
Force. The members of the Cabinet of Ministers returned to Kolkata and dedicated themselves to carrying out their
duties. The building where the Government was installed came 1o be known as Mujibnagar. And following that,
many called this government the Mujibnagar Government. Some said ‘lemporary Government’, yet others called it
Government in exile. Actually it should be called. the first government of Bangladesh, Up till the 26th of December
1971, this Government ran the administration of Bangladesh in totality. Thereafter, some changes occurred in the
Cabinet of Ministers. Up till the 12th of January 1972. this Government stayed 1n power, |

This can only be compared to the independent French pattern of running the government during the Second World
War. The exiled French freedom fighters founded this in London under the leadership of General Charles De Gaulle
in the month of June, 1940. Slowly. this transformed into the Gon ernment in exile of liberated France. It was only in
1944 that its head office could be shified to Paris ‘

On the 17th of April 1971, Prime Minister Fajuddin Ahmed, in a statement to the people of the world, said: “Pakistan
Is dead and buried under a mountain of corpses today”. The goal of this Government was to eam independence and
free Bangabandhu. The Goyvernment never strayed from this goal. To fulfill this goal, what was earned under the
cadership of this Government in eight months was extraordinary. The government of Mujibnagar was responsible
lor reorganizing the armed freedom fighters of Bangladesh, forming of the various sectors and forces on the battle
field, establishing the military chain of command at one side and the Government’s public organization on the other,
cmmmclmg the public sector and building up administration there. forming youth camps, establishing advisory
commitiees in cooperation with all political parties supporting the liberation war. looking after almost one million
refugees H'I‘III the help of the Indian Goy crmment, running diplomatic endeavors and forming joint military
command; forming public opinion in favor of the liberation war with the help of Bengalis living abroad, mukin'g
arrangements for diplomats announcing loyalty towards Bangladesh's cause in many countries. establishing
Bangladesh Mission in Kolkata. establishing information centers in Delhi and all over H;;ngladuxh. running puhli:'

prariicisTICigc tions to everyone on 17th April, the historic
jjibnagar Day, the formal oath taking ceremony of the first Government
eople’s ‘Requlic of Bangladesh.

5 On this day we remember with respect and gratitude, our Father of the
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administration in free areas. directing the ‘Shwadin Bangla® radio and publishing
government press releases, forming the Planning Commission etc. A lot of anti-
Government publicity also went on at that time. Other than that. there were also
conspirators within the Government. They wanted to negotiate with Pakistan with
the help of the USA. The Government had to spend time and strength to stop such
schemes too. Holding discussions with India from a respectable position in spite of
being dependent on them was not a simple task as well.

During the time of the Liberation War, when the people were tortured by the cruelny
of the Pakistani army in the country and their collaborators, like the Razakar and Al
Badr forces, the courageous missions of the guerillas and broadcasting of the
‘Shwadin Bangla® Radio Station gave them mental fortitude. just as the word
‘liberation” itself was frightening for the invading army. The people of the country
believed in the Government of Bangladesh, they were not ready to accept anything
less than complete independence. This steady aim and unified strength of the
people made it possible to establish the legal existence of an independent,
sovereign nation after nine months of war. The earth-shattering slogan of “Joy
Bangla’ resonating from millions of voices capsized the throne of the oppressors

Millions of respectful salutations to the martyrs of the Liberation War and its
political leadership.

National Bank Limited

‘ A Bank for Performance with Potential




