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SHAHID ALAM taboos. codes. institutions, tools, tech- more subtle than in-your-face, more beinghere. Precisely. .‘t.nd.m:"u_wqm*mlyx druwlnp-
----------------------------------------------------------------- niques, works of art, rituals, ceremo- felt than blatant \longside the traditional songs, a ing countries 1mpn.r[ Western
AHELA Baishakh is at once a cultural nies, and symbols.” Pahela Baishakhis That, emphatically, does not signity new generation takes recourse to for- programmes to fill the void of consum-
> phenomenon and an expression of 2 comhin'a[ion of customs, codes, that the modifications are necessarily eign musical influences [t}.llt‘ll out ers' unfulfilled demands. And, in the
exuberance of emotion that combine ceremonies, symbols, institutions and deleterious for our culture. A static tunes that, in their own fashion, extol process, leave themselves open 10
to unite the nation-state of peliefs. The traditional cultural rituals society is a lifeless society; a static cul- Pahela Baishakh and all that the day \estern cultural influence, which
Bangladesh, even if for one of those gfthe daycontinuetobeobservedyear ture is a moribund culture. symbolizes. Anc, novelfoodtadscoex- geperally appeals positively to the
rareda}'s inaGregoriancalendarwhen Eiftt‘l'\’f'ili'. and are common knnwlédge Civilizations have (.1[}[:;1')11(_11 not the 1st that dii'}.' with the l'lIIHIHIHiIF}.' rare audience. In Howard Frederick's
the nation presents a united front. l{)théBangladeshis. They are there for least because their culture had atro- that, not infrequently, 1s {_”_m‘“”“"‘i assessment, “Western culture seems to
Sadly, too many divisive factors all too 51 4 gee, savour, and p'artit‘ipate in, phied. Cultural evolution is integral to onlyon that day of the'year, asil Pl exploit essential human values, appeal
often_present a p_icture of national singly or in groups. And they take part human evolution. Some things will D;ﬂ homage to it. The list of modifica- ‘0 basic human emotions, and use
disumt}’. Burye “:ﬂ.l PEREH that = 4, wiihgreatgust& : inevitably change or vanish altogether 101S §O€S OT1, SOIIE 50 SHre IIH,I ONE  universal modes of expression.” That
dismal i of afta_urs 2% this day {?f Nonetheless, while most of the ritu- for a dynamic society to continue, and Mmight have to :TmT for a .Whiir U; is as compelling a mix for creating
SFhollc elfsStIon. 1% S p =D sl five been Kept ntact in their foraculturetocontinuetofouisband (90 NG o g piohal  appealasany. And the Westem medi
Bangla New Year: Pahela Baishakh, e R L ULty 1OLTIL OVE A X St Suameiaae o oo ahrdilite . and computer networks, takes full udmmug{- f” the situation.
' the ages, some have taken on new or 10 indergo periodic modilications, - e : ERBES . Former Philippines first lady Imelda
That Bangalis celebrate the advent added significance, others have under- additions and losses in order to con- transborder data flows, sc IL’IL‘llIiIL and | | ‘[ l L deiay
of their calendar year, and follow 1t gone pronounced or subtle modifica- tinue to appeal to succeeding genera- professional electronic mailing and g _'%H‘m g Ld_lm”f“( I &
simultaneously with the universal ¢ apfcwhave eriodicallvmade their tions of Bangalees. Inevitably, and this commercial advertising, the I‘f”fﬂl‘“””“‘H"PI“‘f”r Like God, adver-
Gregotian calequar 18 a-testament to debllns while s[:mw hzive)fad;d away s particularly apposite to the average Macromedia (of communication) are USINg t”“} i’ld‘*ll‘”"*t‘mt‘”“ are evely-
their proud cultural tradition. Culture, almge[}ler usually unobtrusively. The traditional, conservative Bangladeshi supporting the globalization ol “‘*'h'-"""-. Ihey literally grow OIk UECS,
as a scholar pithily states, is "an changes calm be seen and felt in 'I.)haka (implying the vast majority), there will national markets, societies, and cul- they light up the sky, they line the
abstraction from behaviour.” It is a ‘ more than in other parts of bL‘SképliL‘ihﬂliIl anv purtic—ulargvnvru- tures.” In this digital age, it would be streets, they decorate the buildings....
s O L the country, themodi- tion who have been privy to such futile, not to say foolish, to ignore them  And what more susceptible audiences,
more of an abstract ficatiulns com- changes, to whom it all boils down to  ©F their impact; the prudent actwould more sweetly credulous viewers are
= Sags a2 thesgcu- ing .abuut the wor-ld going to the dogs. Jacques be to channel them towards aiding our  there than the mass consumer mar-
oLy and P mainly Barzun, the noted cultural historian, culture into rh“‘-‘”mi”f?i more vibrant, kets? They lap up every word, devour
?[ulg‘ﬂfil]:fe. due to explains the lament of a generation ;]l::“;;d?q::ll:ll::l :rllls;;lr:i]iw;f;;:ilr]:jtn: [:‘: every gmiu‘t}{r? and L‘l}I}_‘ii.l' ﬂ.ﬁpl nhjnrah
e A [hm‘ l.ms seen the mpdmcatmn of its nv.:*niw:'r o ]_”:r[« 5 PO every musical note, uugl; to hehwfv
sense fannhar_, ““‘«1_(7‘3'“““1"“"% culture pass- b i 'I"Il P : P bt LN LY ‘extravagant claim made in
' ing before its very eyes: “lf...such M SRy e IDRMESN aaa o | gdverisendents.
faiths and forms are considered good remember 1s that change from lt_mg This write-up began on the obser-
by a generation that grew up to value hm“l“m}. CloeStroE uuml?m.nu'alljf vance of an integral part of our cultural
: A N aemarianen lranslate into something pernicious.
9 them, that generation will experience 5

at their passing a legitimate feeling of

loss.” He ends with a message of hope
and the imperative of moving on:
“Man's civilization is not identical with
our civilization, and the building or
rebuilding of states and cultures, now
or at any time, is more becoming to our
nature than longings and lamenta-
tions.”

There is no hiding from the fact that
global communication i1s having a
visible impact on international cul-

There can be little equivocation that
media imperialism by a very few domi-
nant Western countries (led, by a
lengthy margin, by the US) over the rest
of the world, especially the developing
countries. Even France, Canada, and
the European Union have expressed
alarm over penetration of their cul-
tures by foreign books, magazines,
films, TV programmes, and other cul-
tural products. As Herbert Schiller
elucidates, “It has been recognized for

heritage. It deliberately went off into
the much wider arena of the impact of
global communication on national
culture. That impact has been there for
some time now, and will continue to
expand in scope and intensity. We will
not have Marshall McLuhan's “global
village” because high politics will
ensure that from becoming reality in
the foreseeable future, but we have
become a part of a skewed global
media and communication system.

Stronge e tural life. The seemingly endlessdevel- >9M¢ time that familiar cultural prod- Inevitably, Bangladesh's culture has
r than life ‘ 7 hraw  Opmentoftechnology and its products Y¢S and services --- films, TV pro- been affected by it, either positively or
I = 7 . i f . " 5 - . ; YA i . y T . : ' ' .
and stron E l fl’ n g have found their way into the cultural 8rams, books, news records, etc. negatively, and will continue to be so.
E ; 6 RS : : . besides offering entertainment, are . s traditi ahela Baish:
- ? anglade witably : - ‘ e AS\ »tradition of Pahela Baishakh.
ger than death. metropoli- life of Bangladesh. Inevitably, it has \s will the tradition of

From a relatively
more concrete stand-
point, one scholar defines

culture as “integrated pattern of
human knowledge, belief, and behav-
iour that is both a result of and integral
to the human capacity for learning and
transmitting knowledge to succeeding
generations. Culture thus consists of
language, ideas, beliefs, customs,

tan character
that is fed by the
variations and novelties

introduced by the people from other
regions, as well as by the influence of
global communication. That influ-
ence has been unmistakable and per-
vasive across society and culture.
Pahela Baishakh has not been able to
escape it, even if that impact has been

been having an impact on one promi-
nent manifestation of that culture:
Pahela Baishakh. Taking myriad pic-
tures by cell phone of various events of
the day and then disseminating them
via the Internet to friends and family
abroad allow for a far-flung participa-
tory audience who can keep in touch
with our (and their, where applicable)
culture within a few hours of their
having taken place, without physically

ideological items embodying social
values and messages, and conse
quently influence the organization ol
the entire social enterprise.”

[t is true that some writers warn of
overemphasizing Western media influ-
ence.  Douglas Boyd, for example,
believes that critics "either
deemphasize or ignore the artistic,
production, or financial limitations of
many developing countries.”

lhere is no need to get alarmed,
though, as long as its spiritand essence
are keptintact. Aslbelieve they will be.
Here is looking to the future of the
observance of Pahela Baishakh ad
infinitum. Shuvo Nobo Borsho.

Dr. Shahid Alam Head, Media and
Communication department,
Independent University, Bangladesh.



