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Tresco's no
to Strauss

CRICINFO, undared

Marcus Trescothick, the former
England opener, says he has
tumed down a request from
Andrew Strauss to make him-
self available for selection to
the squad for the World
Twenty20 in June. Trescothick
said though he would have
loved a return to the England
side, he knew the dangers to his
health of committing himself
(o international cricket would
be far too great. England
announced a preliminary
squad for the tournament
earlier this week.

“After taking everything
into consideration, I reluc-
tantly had to tell Strauss that
playing for England again was
just not possible,” Trescothick
told the Mail on Sunday. "I had
no choice but to say no. I might
be wrong, but I still believe that
if it was as simple as turning up
and batting for England, I
coulddoitand succeed.

“Playing cricket for England
was the great ambition of my
life and, until I became ill, I
loved everything about it, so
not being able to do so nowis a
source of great regret. [ miss the
buzz and the stage and the
chance to put my ability to the
sternest test, and ['d be lying if |
said I haven't thought about it
often.”

Trescothick, who quit inter-
national cricket in March 2008
after struggling with a stress-
related illness, said he did not
want to put himself and his
family in risk again. "I appreci-
ate the thought and I know
Strauss was not trying to put
me under any pressure. The
management have been very
sensitive about my situation,
and that has helped me in my
decision-making. But the time
truly has come for me to stop
dreaming and face reality. As
much as I'd love to have
another bash for England, it
isn't going to happen, at any
level.

Wagqar doubts
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city of Lahore.

It means country was not
dear to you before (joining the
ICL)."

Ex-Pakistan skipper
Inzamam-ul-Haq leads the
Lahore Badshahs team in the
ICL, which is made up of
Pakistani players and won the
even lastyear.

Batsmen Imran Nazir, Imran
Farhat, Mohammad Yousuf, all-
rounders Rana Naved and
Abdul Razzaq and pacemen
Sabbir Ahmed and Mohammad
Samiare among the 19 Pakistani
playersinthe ICL

Last Tuesday, the Pakistan
Cricket Board pulled Nazir,
Naved and Razzaq out of an
enlarged national squad for the
World Twenty20, just a day after
having included them illustrat-
ing the confusion of the status of
ICL players.

Younis retired after the 2003
World Cup with an impressive
record of 373 wickets in 87 Test
matches and 416 scalps from
262 one-dayinternationals.

Fergie draws

FROM PAGE 20

that he will give goals away
because of the player he is, |
speak to him about it. I don't
acceptthatfromanyone.

"In European football, if you
give the ball away it takes a long
ume togetitback

"He always feels he's not
getting the proper protection
from referees and I think that,
maybe, in quite a few cases he is
right, and a few cases he is not
right.

“It's hard when a player who
wants to entertain doesn't get
everything his own way. But you
can't get everything your own
way.

"He understands that and
there's not a problem with that.
It's just a frustration that he feels
he doesn't get the decision and
hegetsupsetaboutit.

"I think, obviously, he does-
n'tenjoy that and he knows he's
letting himself down more than
anything.

"He holds his hands up. I
have had to remind him about
that but I'm not getting into
whathas been said."

Macheda
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claimed that Macheda was
simply confirming that he's a
natural goal poacher.

The United manager said:
“The boy has got something
special about him. | haven't
seen the goal again but one of
the players told me that he
tried it deliberately and
sidefooteditin.

"He's quick thinking and
goalscorers have that quality.
He'sgotthe instinct.

I didn’t say anything to
him when he went on because
he knows his role - and that's
to penetrate behind their
defence."

; PHOTO. INTERNET
Lleyton Hewitt of Australia is ecstatic after beating Evgeny Korolev of Russia (notin picture) inthe US

Men's Clay Court Championships semifinal in Houston on Saturday.

Hewitt breaks clay jinx
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until the final game of the second set, when

AFP, Houston

Korolev fell behind love-40 and lost on the first

match point with a backhand that sailed past

the baseline,

Lleyton Hewitt of Australia reached his first clay
court final in a decade with a 7-6, 6-4 victory
over Evgeny Korolev of Russia at the US Men's
Clay Court Championships on Saturday,

The former No. 1 player, who has won 26
titles, will meet first-time finalist Wayne
Odesnik of the United States on Sunday.
Odesnik beat Germany's Bjorn Phau 6-4, 6-3 in

theirsemifinal.

Hewitt won his 498th career match, moving
him closer to joining Roger Federer and Carlos
Moya as the only active players with 500 wins. A
victory on Sunday would give Hewitt his first
title on claysince Delray Beach in 1999,

Hewitt failed to win a tournament in 2008 for
the first time since he turned pro in 1998. He
ended 2008 ranked No. 67 and has slumped to
No. 88. He's stll undergoing rehab for hip

surgery last August.

There were no service breaks in the match

Hewitt faced no break points in the match and
gained control of the first-set tiebreaker on four
straight errors by the Russian. Korolev hit a back-
handinto the net to bring on the first set point at 6-
2. Hewittwon the set with a strong forehand to the
corner justoutof Korolev's reach.

Korolev upset Argentina’s Guillermo Canas
inalong three-setter on Friday.

Odesnik will be trying to become the first

American to win a clay court event since 2006

when Mardy Fish won here.

Odesnik faced little drama until the sixth game
ofthe second set, when he led 5-1. Phau fought off
the first match point with a forehand winner.
Facing a break point, Odesnik served what he
thought was an ace, but it was overruled. He
double-faulted on his second serve forthe break.

That only delayed the outcome. Odesnik
held in the ninth game and won it on the sec-

ond match point when Phau hit a forehand

beyond the baseline.

Bashundhara
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“1 first want to thank

Bashundhara for coming for-
ward to sponsor football at the
district level where there was
almost no football in organised
form due to lack of sponsorship
and I hope district football will
again get its life back through
this sponsorship,” said
Salahuddin, who has been
working relentessly to give
football arightdirection.

The lands which BFF will
be granted are estimated at a
value of above Tk 200 crore
with the residential area
ground being targeted as the
BFF training ground and the
Riverview land has been
planned for the mini stadium.

National Sports Council
chairman (NSC) and Army

Chief General Moeen U
Ahmed, who was also present,
told during the signing cere-
mony that football was born
again in Bangladesh through
last month's Citycell Super
Cup and the players and
crowds are starting to enjoy
the game although more work
needs tobedone.

"I have seen great excite-
mentamongst the players and
the public about football
recently and I would like to see
this kind of excitement on a
more national and interna-
tional level. And, there is no
doubt that our country's
football needs a permanent
training facility. My aim as the
chairman of NSC is to maxi-
mise facilities for all sports
bodies," said Gen Moeen.

Series win
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squad for the UAE series.
Disciplinary and fitness prob-
lems restricted him to playing
just two ODIs since November
2007, both against the visiting
Sri Lankan team in January this
year. It was the same opposition
he played his last Twenty20
international against, in King
City,in Octoberlastyear.

"Nobody can give a guaran-
tee of fitness in international
matches, but I have come into
the side after passing a fitness
test,” hesaid. "I wantto bowl my
full quota of 10 overs and enjoy
fielding.”

Australia have rested three
players for the series -- captain
Ricky Ponting, Michael Hussey
and Mitchell Johnson -- while
Shane Watson, Andrew

Symonds and Brett Lee have
beenrecalled.

"Pontingis agreatplayerand
so 1s Hussey, they will surely be
missed,” Akhtar said. "But
Australia have some very good
players like Shaun Marsh and
Michael Clarke but if our bowl-
ers bowl to their potential, we
haveachance towin the series."

He also backed captain
Younis Khan, who replaced
Shoaib Malik in January after Sri
Lanka defeated Pakistan 2-1 in
the three-match ODI series.
"Younisis a very popular manin
the dressing room. He does
work very hard and leads from
the front," Akhtar said. "His
captaincy is the best thing that
has happened to Pakistan and I
amvery happywith him."

BFF ready
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Babulwas also confident that the
National Club Championship
will start by the second week of
nextmonth.

"We have set a date for a May
6 start but it could be delayed for
a couple of days," said Babul, co-
chairman ofthe competition.

A total of 60 teams have
entered the club competition for
districts where five teams will
play in league format at 12 ven-
ues. The winners will qualify for
the finals with three teams form-
Ing four groups. The four group
champions will play in home
and away semifinals for a place
in the final. The champions will
get a place in next season's B.
League.

The only problem for the Tk
48-lakh tournament is that the
BFFhasyettofindasponsor.

The qualifying venues are:
Gazipur, Gopalganj, Sherpur,
Feni, Bandarban, Habiganj,
Rajshahi, Rangpur, Dinajpur,
Jessore, Bargunaand Meherpur.

PCL from April

FROM PAGE 17
formers, umpires and
instructed some directions.

He said atotal of eight teams
would contest the tournament.

“Already six teams
Mohammedan Sporting Club,
Brothers Union, Continental
Group, Ispahani Group,
Laxmipur Rider and Noakhali
DSA registered formally,”
Abbas said.

An auction of around 60
cricketers may take place and
there also will be the option for
the participating teams to
choose sponsors.

PCL chairman AZM Nasir
said that they will sit in
Chittagong in day or two to
discuss in details about the
preparations of PCL.

SA go for the series
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period of about 20 balls before
cutting loose and he is keen to
make the most of his strong
form while it lasts.

It is rare that Nathan
Bracken has two poor one-day
internationals in a row but
three in succession is almost
unheard of. And yet that is the
case for the man who has
slipped down to fifth on the
ICCODI bowling rankings. His
series consists of two wickets
at 58.50 with an economy rate
of 5.85. Bracken's experience
and craftiness make it hard to
believe his lean run will con-
tinue and with Johnson
already in form, one danger-
ous spell from Bracken could
be enough for Australia to turn
their series around.

Most teams prefer not to
change a winning side and
South Africa’s strong victories
in the previous two games
could mean the same XI is
used in Port Elizabeth. Roelof
van der Merwe certainly justi-

fied his position with three
wickets in Cape Town and the
pacé attack looks strong
despite spin doing all the
damage at Newlands.
Makhaya Ntini, Hashim Amla,
Vaughn van Jaarsveld and
Morne Morkel missed out in
Cape Town and they should
again prepare for a day of
spectating on Monday.
Australia have added the
Victorian Shane Harwood to
their squad for this match,
calling him over from the
Rajasthan Royals' camp and
he may replace Ben Laughlin
in the starting line-up.
Harwood, 35, played
Australia‘'s two Twenty20
internationals late last month
in South Africa before being
sent home. Brett Lee and
Stuart Clark will both be in
Port Elizabeth when the
match is played but neither
will come into contention. Lee
Is training there with his IPL
side and doesn't officially join
the ODI squad until the series

in the UAE, while Clark will
have only just arrived. "Stuart
Clark will meet us in
Johannesburg ahead of the
fifth and final one-day inter-
national in Johannesburg on
Friday, said team spokesman
Philip Pope.

TEAMS

SOUTH AFRICA (from):
Graeme Smith (captain),
Herschelle Gibbs, Hashim
Amla, AB de Villiers, Jacques
Kallis, JP Duminy, Vaughn van
Jaarsveld, Mark Boucher,
Roelof van der Merwe, Albie
Morkel, Morne Morkel, Johan
Botha, Dale Steyn, Wayne
Parnell, Makhaya Ntini,
AUSTRALIA (from): Michael
Clarke, Brad Haddin, Ricky
Ponting (captain), Michael
Hussey, David Hussey, Callum
Ferguson, Marcus North,
James Hopes, Cameron White,
Mitchell Johnson, Nathan
Hauritz, Stuart Clark, Nathan
Bracken, Shane Harwood, Ben
Laughlin.

-

IPL to give up
a few boxes

CRICINFO, undated

The Indian Premier League
(IPL) is set to make its second
major concession In a week,
with executives close to a com-
promise with the South African
provinces over the allocation of
cngmmle suites. Indian officials
had initially demanded control
over the boxes, much to the
chagrin of their South African
Hosts, but a series of meetings
during the week have resulted
in the IPL softening its stance
considerably.

The dispute over corporate
suites had prompted several
South African newspapers to
speculate that the IPL could be
cancelled. That, though,
appears unlikely, with officials
from both countries eager to
reach acompromise,

"We are close to resolving
this," Andre Odendaal, the chief
executive of Western Province,
told Cricinfo. "The IPL had very
high expectations initially, but
after talking through the issues,
they have been very under-
standing and reduced their
request. The request now is very
reasonable. This is about strik-
Ing a balance between our own
members, and making (IPL
franchises) feel welcome.

“"We are all facing a big chal-
lenge.We are hosting the biggest
cricket tournament in the world
in ten days time. There were
always going to be certain
issues, but I think all parties
have done a good job of working
through those so the tourna-
mentcangoahead."

Gerald Majola, the chief
executive of Cricket South Africa
(CSA), was similarly confident
that the dispute over corporate
sultes would be resolved.

"CSA will look to uphold the
interest and rights of all stake-
holders,” Majola said in a state-
ment. "Discussions are in the
final stages of an amicable reso-
lution for all parties concerned
and CSA is confident that this
matterwillbesettled soon.

Should Indian executives
agree to fewer corporate suites,
it would be the IPL's second
major back down in aweek The
IPL relaxed the prohibitive
terms and conditions it had
placed on non-rights holding
media on Thursday, prompting
major news agencies, including
Reuters and Associated Press, to
end their boycott of the tourna-
ment.

Warne
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Khan bowled just one over in
the Royals' losing warm-up
game against the Cape Cobras
in Cape Town on Saturday but
surprised Cobras captain and
South African international
batsman Justin Ontong with a
fast yorker which scattered
Ontong's stumps.

The only run he conceded
was a wide and Warne reckoned
he had seen enough, taking
Khan out of the attack to see
howotherbowlers fared.

AmitSingh, 27, from Gujarat,
was also impressive, taking
three for 18 in four overs and
frequently deceiving the local
batsmen with his slower ball.

When the Royals launch
their defence against
Bangalore's Royal Challengers
on Saturday Warne will also be
able to call on Indian Test player
MunafPatel.

In the meantime, Warne says
his biggest immediate chal-
lenge is to trim the current 27-
man squad to 18 players.

Jose confident
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But Inter midfielder Esteban
Cambiasso said his side would
not be going to Turin to settle
forapoint.

"We will take to the pitch
with one thing in mind: win-
ning. It's a match that every-
one's been waiting for, both us
and our fans because this is.a
directtitle clash," he said.

Terry pleads
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But Terry played down those
claims. He said: "Listen, Jose
was a great manager and had
some great times here. But it's
someone else's turn now to
kickon.

"Mourinho is a world class
manager, a lot of the players are
still in contact with him. But we
need stability at the club now.
The manager's done brilliantly
and got us playing freely. But
it's down to the board to make
those decisions."

Chelsea remain in touch
with Manchester United in the
Premier League title race after

Saturday's 4-3 win over Bolton:

kept them four points behind
theleaders.

Although Chelsea need
United to slip up twice to over-
haul the champions, Terry is
convinced they are firmly in
contention.

"Make no mistake, we can
still win the league," Terry said.
"Man Utd and Liverpool have
both surrendered good posi-
tions this season, as have we,
but we're in a good frame of
mind and have to be ready to
take advantage ofanyslip-up."

@The Daily Star

Flintoff awaiting IPL
BACricket

my fitness when | came back from the West
Indies and, hopefully, that will stand me in good

INTERNET, undated

stead come the summer.”
Other England players, notably Kevin

inthe lastyear.

Flinto

tion ahead of England's
West Indies and Australia,

Andrew Flintoff does not believe playing in the
Indian Premier League (IPL) will have a detri-
mental effect on his performances for England
because of the amount of cricket he has missed

The 31-year-old has had several niggling
injuries, the latest of which was a hip problem
that ruled him out of the final Test and first two
one-day internationals in the West Indies.

Pietersen, have said the rigours of a long winter
away have taken their toll, and Graeme Swann
even likened the events of the last few months to
an episode of Eastenders.

Flintoff’'s Caribbean tour may have been
interrupted by injury but he was involved in the
debates following the terrorist attacks in
Mumbai and he Insists missing home is normal.

“It's been a tough winter all round,” he said.
"Going to India before Christmas with every-
thing that happened, and coming home and

De:lpite having often struggled to stay fit,
became the joint highest paid player in
the IPL when Chennai Super Kings successfully
bid 1.5 million dollars for his services, and he is
notworried taking part will jeopardise his condi-
ome series against

It has been suggested Flintoff should be
wrapped in cotton wool ahead of the Ashes this
sumumer, but the all-rounder told Radio Five
Live's Sportsweek: "I don'tknow about that.

‘I have missed so much cricket through
injury thatIdon'twant to miss any more.

"I've not played a lot of Twenty20 cricket and
I'd like to play more. I'm not saying the money is
notveryappealing, butthere'salotmore toit.

"I spent several weeks working very hard at

going back, was testing for everyone.

"There have been lots of things going on.
These are long tours. We are proud to play for
England but people have got things at home as
well and families who you desperately miss

whenyou're away.

"When youcome to the end of a trip, of course
people are looking forward to getting home and
seeing people youhaven'tseen foralongtime.”

Flintoff has been tipped to captain England in
the Twenty20 World Cup but he remained tight-
liEped on the subject, adding: "I've not thought
aboutitagreatdeal.

“It'd be something I'd have to think about
and see if I could be the best man for the job.
don’t think many people would turn it down.”

KV Y1 Cricket

TIMES ONLINE

England are expected to
unveil Andy Flower as their
team director this week.
Flower is believed to have
been interviewed by a panel
chaired by Hugh Morris, the
managing director of the
England team, last week and if
the details of a contract worth
about £250,000 can be agreed
he should be confirmed in his
position byWednesday.

The team director's first
task will be to help select a
squad for the first Test against
West Indies on May 6, a selec-
tion that Geoff Miller, the
national selector, says needs
finalising by Saturday.

The first Test squad under-
pins strategy for the Ashes so
needs more than cursory
consideration. Several
England players, including
Andrew Flintoff, Kevin
Pietersen, Paul Collingwood,
Ravi Bopara and Owais Shah,
depart for the Indian Premier
League on Tuesday and need
to know if they must return by

May 1, the deadline for those
chosen for the first Test.

"Hugh Morris knows that |
want to pick the initial Test
squad by next Saturday and
knows that the team director
has got to be involved in pick-
ing that squad,” Miller said
yesterday. "The sooner we get
this deal in situ the better. Time
is tight." The selectors will also
choose an England Lions team
to face the West Indians on
April 30. A captain for the World
Twenty20 may come later.

Flower is the only man
known to have made Morris's
“very short shortlist”, Several
high-calibre candidates made
known they were no longer in
the process, if indeed they
were ever in it. These include
Tom Moody, Gary Kirsten,
Micky Arthur and Graham
Ford. Ashley Giles was told he
lacked experience.

If Flower is the man, his
blueprint will involve greater
levels of fitness and stricter
regimes for players between
tours. What he cannot much
control is England's cricketers
playing pretty much non-stop
for the 11 weeks leading up to
the Ashes on July 8, while all the

Andy made permanent?

Australians enjoy a minimum
four-week break at some point.
Considering that injuries
have habitually hampered
England's Ashes campaigns
during nine defeats in 10
series -- the exception was
2005, when they won -- they
mighthave learnt theirlesson.
Instead, England's top
players are bound for three
weeks chasing the IPL dollar,
then go straight into three
weeks of matches against West
Indies while the Australians rest
before a marathon tour of
England that takes in the World
Twenty20, the Ashes and seven
ODIs. The core of the team --
Ricky Ponting Mike Hussey,
Michael Clarke, Mitchell
Johnson and Brad Haddin -- will
have nothingto dowith the IPL.
Ponting, Hussey and
Johnson also sit out a one-day
series against Pakistan in the
Middle East in which Brett Lee
begins his return from injury.
Stuart Clark, also on the come-
back trail, was yesterday called
up for the remaining ODIs in
South Africa. If he is retained
for the Pakistan series it could
jeopardise what is left of his
six-week spell at Kent.

Proteas

INTERNET, undated

AB de Villiers says South
Africa’s success in the one-day
format is a result of the
momentum built up in all
forms of the game over the last
twoyears.

The Proteastooka2-1 series
lead against Australia on
Thursday night at Newlands to
close in on back-to-back one-
day series victories over their
biggest rivals following a 4-1
success down under earlier this
year.
"We played very good one-
day cricket in Australia,”
reflected de Villiers on

been playing very good cricket
forthelasttwoyears.

cricket going and we are play-
ing at a very high level in terms
of our skills. Everybody knows
their role in the team and
exactly what is expected from
them.

“We have the home crowd

momentum going for us, so we
would like to finish the series

Saturday. "We have actually

"We have gotanice brand of

behind us and we have a bit of

reaping

the benefits: AB

South Africa's recent suc-
cess has lifted them to the
summit of the one-day rank-
ings, and they recentlyreceived
a cheque for 175,000 dollars for
topping the rankings onApril 1.

However de Villiers insists
that the billing was not a spe-
cific goal and rather a welcome
result of taking itone game ata
time.

“"We are not really focused
on that,” he said of the ranking.
"We have got our own stan-
dards thatwe like to set and the
goals that we want to achieve.
Obviously, if we win this game -
- which is one of our goals -- we
willmaintain the No. 1 spot.”

De Villiers has carried his
good form during the Test
series through to the one-day
internationals, and has aver-
aged 59 at a strike rate of 87 in
the opening three matches.

"l have been in good form
for a while now and itis impor-
tant that you cash in when you
have the form,"” he mused.

“You must never take it for
granted and I will keep working
hard at my game. [ will follow
the same game plan as normal:
nice and tight for the first 20
balls and start to express

Royals lose
warm-up

AFP, Cape Town

Shane Warne's Rajasthan
Royals made a losing start to
their South African campaign
when they lost by 27 runs
against the Cape Cobras in an
Indian Premier League warm-
up match at Newlands
Saturday.

Both teams were well below A

strength, with the Royals
fielding only four of the play-
ers who won the IPL last year
and the Cobras missing most
of the men who won the South
African Twenty20 final earlier
in the season.

“It's disappointing to lose
but it was a great opportunity
for some of the guys to show
whattheycando," saidWarne.

"Everything we wanted to
get out of this game we got
although the batting was a bit
disappointing.”

Opening bowler Amit
Singh bowled impressively to
take three for 15 as the Cape
Cobras made 142 foreight.

The home side were strug-
gling at 34 for four and 65 for
five but prospered through
some hard hitting by lower
order batsmen Richard Levi
(36), Vernon Philander (26)
and Rory Kleinveldt (23).

Kleinveldt took four for 34
when the Royals batted to
clinch the man of the match

offhere in Port Elizabeth." myselfabitafter that.” award.
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