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Troops kill 40 militants
in Afghanistan

The Daily Star

Afghan female provincial legislator shot dead

AFP, Kandahar! Kandahar

Afghan and international forces killed 40

Taliban militants in separate battles in the

:irnubled country, authorities said yester-
ay.

Inone incident, the rebels ambushed a
joint Afghan and foreign forces patrol in
Shinkay district of Zabul province late
Saturday, sparking an exchange of gun-
fire, provincial police chief Abdul
Rehman Sarjang told AFP

"Twenty-two Taliban were killed. The
militants left the bodies behind. Four are
Pakistani nationals and the rest are
Afghans," he said.

Sarjang added the international forces
called in air support after the ambush.
There were no casualties to the joint

But the US military said separately it
had killed four Taliban in the same area,
also on Saturday. It was unclear if it was
the same incident

Separately, troops killed 18 insur-
gents in the northeastern province of
Kunar overnight, the Nato-led
International Security Assistance
Force said.

The Afghan and Isaf forces had been
able to identify the group as militants and
ambushed them, an officer sald.

There are more than 70,000 interna-
tional troops under Nato and US com-

~mand in Afghanistan helping in the fight

against the insurgents.

The Taliban rose from southern
Afghanistan to sweep into government in
Kabul in 1996. They were ousted in a US-

Pakistani demonstrators burn tyres on a street in Quetta yesterday to protest the killing of three local leaders. The three slain politicians
were identified as the head of the Baluchistan National Party (BNP) Ghulam Mohammad Baloch, his deputy Lala Munir Baloch, and Sher

Mohammad, deputy secretary general of the Baluchistan Republican Party (BRP).

Prabhakaran agrees to
rescue mission by a
Western country

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Colombo

Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger chief Velupillai
Prabhakaran, who is said to be facing a military
rout at the hands of the government troops, has
“agreed to a rescue mission by a western coun-
try,” astate-run media report said Sunday.

The report comes a week after the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) lost the cream of its
fighting cadre, including a dozen battle-
hardened leaders in the fight for
Puthukkudiyiruppu. It was their last bastion
where the rebels had maintained several mili-
tary and naval bases and armoury over the past
three decades.

[t said that the "diplomatic moves are now

on” to get the LTTE to agree to allow the civil-
1ans to move out of the No-Fire-Zone. The
government has refused to agree to any
ceasefire with the LTTE at this juncture, fearing
that 'the LTTE may use such an opportunity to
strengthen itself or to flee the country with the
supportofoutsiders’.

"Diplomatic sources indicate that Tiger
leader Velupillai Prabhakaran has apparently
agreed to a rescue mission by a Western coun-
try,” the state-run Sunday Observer said.

"He has agreed to this offer after he lost all his
top level leaders in the Puthukkudiyiruppu
battleasthereisno pointforhimto operate there
in the No-Fire-Zone without the ability to give
leadership to the remaining cadres," it said.
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Militants torch US-Nato

Supply triicks

AP, AFP, Peshawar/ Quelta

Some 150 militants armed with rockets and
automatic weapons attacked a northwest
Pakistani terminal that lies along a key supply
route used by US and Nato troops, wounding
three guards and torching eight cement trucks
yesterday, police said.

Militants in Pakistan frequently attack cargo
terminals and other stops used by vehicles
taking supplies to Western troops in
Afghanistan through the legendary Khyber
Pass.

Scores of trucks have been damaged, while
several people have died, adding urgency to US
efforts to find safer routes.

The latest attack started around 2 a.m. on
the outskirts of the main northwest city of
Peshawar, local police officer Gharibullah Khan
told The Associated Press.

"They fired rockets and used automatic
weapons and torched at least eight trailers
carrying cement,” he said.

A gunbattle at the scene wounded three

guards, one of whom was in critical condition,
Khan said.
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forces.

toll in a statement.

The interior ministry gave the same

led invasion in late 2001 that sent many of
their leaders and al-Qaeda allies into
sanctuaries across in Pakistan.

Meanwhile, two armned men on motor-
bikes gunned down a woman provincial
legislator in Afghanistan's volatile south-
ern city of Kandahar on Sunday, an official
said.

Sitara Achikzai was on her way home
from work when she was killed in the
drive-by shooting outside her house, the
head of the council, Ahmad Wall Karzai
told AFP.

"She has been martyred by two men on
motorbikes and the case is under investi-
gation,"” said Karzai, brother of President
Hamid Karzai.

He blamed the attack on “enemies of
Afghanistan”, a term often used to refer to
Islamist Taliban insurgents behind a wave
of killings, intluding assassinations, as
partofaninsurgency.

There was however no immediate
claim of responsibility.

INDIAN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION 2009

Muslims in Andhra may
back Congress

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Hyderabad

Muslims in Andhra Pradesh are likely to throw their weight
behind the ruling Congress party in the elections to parliament
and the state assembly.

Muslims, who constitute up to 10 percent of the state's 55 million
voters, may sail with the Congress in a majority of the constituen-
cies, members of the community interviewed by IANS said.

The four percent reservations provided by the government in
government jobs and educational institutions, scholarships for
students and other schemes may help the Congress to get many
Muslim votes. The community plays a decisive role in 50 of the
294 assemblyandin 15 ofthe 42 Lok Sabha constituencies.

- Analysts say that the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) has not
succeeded in winning back the trust of the minorities despite
snapping ties along time ago with Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

The resentment against the TDP is believed to have played a
key role in the party's drubbing in the 2004 elections, which it
fought in alliance with the BJP. The TDP was virtually wiped out
in the Telangana region, where Muslim voters make up a signifi-
cantchunkofthe electorate.

Sonia, Mamata to share
dais in West Bengal

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Kolkata

Trinamool Congress chief Mamata Banerjee will share the cam-
paign platform with Congress president Sonia Gandhi April 27 at a
rally inWest Bengal's Jangipur, from where External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee is seeking re-election to the Lok Sabha.

This was decided at a late Saturday meeting between
Mukherjee and Mamata at the former's south Kolkata residence.

Briefing newspersons, Mamata said she will also campaign
with West Bengal state Congress president Mukherjee in several
northernWest Bengal seats from April 19.

"I'will attend some meetings with him in north Bengal. We will
also jointlyaddress somerallies in south Bengal," Banerjee said.

Congress and Trinamool have entered into a seat sharing under-

standing for the 42 seats in the state. The Trinamool is contesting in
I 27 constituencies, leaving one to its ally Socialist Unity Centre of
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Communist Party of India (Marxist) leaders walk as they raise election funds during a campaign

march in Kolkata yesterday. Indian voters are set to go to the polls in five phases across the
country for general elections from April 16 to May 13.

Protessionals look to clean
up India's 'dirty politics' -

AFP, Mumbai

Middle-class professionals have been
spurred into standing in India's general
elections, fed up with what they say are

declining standards of governance and com-

placency, corruption and cronyism.

Mumbai, three candidates are contesting
polls thatopen here on April 30, including the

In the country's financial capital,

country head of Dutch investment bank ABN

Amro, Meera Sanyal.

Air Deccan, GR "Captain Gopi" Gopinath, is
standing in the southern city of Bangalore, the

India (SUCI). Congressisin fray forthe remaining 14 seats. nerve centreofIndia’s outsourcing boom. il-trained. I “

Elsewhere, the founder of low-cost carrier

All are calling for better political leader-
ship, plus an end to under-the-table deals,
criminality among lawmakers and divisive
policies along caste, religious or regional
lines.

Like Gopinath, Sanyal is standing as an
independent, billing herself as the candidate
for Mumbai's educated middle classes, who
have long been apathetic towards the politi-
cal process.

Mumbai saw widespread protests against
India’'s leaders in the wake oflast November's
deadly militant attacks, after glaring intelli-
gence failings came to li
forces were found to be under-equipped and
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