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Nazrul the Poet
CD on Nazrul launched
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Int'l French Drama

Festival

Organiser: Alliance
Francaise de Dacca
Venue: National Theatre
Hall, BSA
ril 12

ay: Romeo ol Jeannetio
Troupe: Kalyanl
Kalamandalam (Kolkata)
Time: 7pm
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Feroza Begum (C) at the album launch seen with Azam. J. Chowdhury(on her right), Asadul Hug and noted

Nazrul artistes.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The contribution of Kazi Nazrul Islam to
our culture and history cannot be over-
stated. His poetry with fiery lyrics was a
rich source of inspiration to patriots and
Freedom Fighters in the struggle against
the British Rajas well asIN the Liberation
Warof 1971.

Despite Nazrul's significant contribu-
ton to the nation, only a few initiatives

~havebeen taken to preservethe.works

and times of the National Poet

In a welcome move, on April 10,
Nazrul Sangeet Shilpi Parishad (NSSP) in
association with Prime Bank Limited,
launched a CD on Kazi Nazrul Islam.
Titled “Nazrul the Poet” the CD contains
a complete biographical account of

Nazrul's life.

Divided into four main segments --
Biography, Literary Contribution, Other
Facets and Image Gallery -- the CD aims
at providing Nazrul enthusiasts with a
richperspective on the poet.

The launch programme began with a
short discussion. Azam. J. Chowdhury,
chairman, board of directors, Prime
Bank Limited, was chief guest. The spe-
cial guest was legendary Nazrul artiste
Feroza Begum. Among the speakers were
Nazrul exponent Asadul Hugq; Nazrul
artistes Shahin Samad; Sujit Mustafa;
M.A. Mannan and Khilkhil Kazi, grand
daughterofthe greatbard.

A power point presentation of the CD
was delivered by Dithi Hasnat, one of
the main coordinators of the project. To
her goes the credit for the content

development, story- board develop-
ment, visualisation, audio editing and
research for the CD. The programming
of the CD has been done by Kamrul
[slam Chowdhury.

The CD was launched by Feroza
Begum.

A new website for NSSP was also
launched at the programme by Azam. J.
Chowdhury. The address of the website is
www.nazrulssp.org.

A cultural programme followed, with
renditions of Nazrul numbers by leading
and upcoming Nazrul singers. The
programme opened with a choral rendi-
tion of the Nazrul numbers -- “Khati
shonaar cheyeo khati amar desher mati”
and "Joy joy hok” by members of NSSP,
followed by solo performances by art-
Istes of the organisation.
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Solo Painting

Exhibition

Title: My Draams

Artist: Masuma Khan
Venue; Alltance Francalse
de Dacca, 26, Mirpur Rd.
Dhanmaondi

Date: April 3-17

Time: Sam-12pm, 5-8pm
(Saturdays 5-8pm)

& Entert@inment

Group Art
Exhibition

Venue: Galleri
Uttara

Title: Voices Next
20, Rd 16, Sec 4,

Date: April 11-22
Time: 11am-8pm
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Abu Zafar Obaidullah Smaran Mela held

in Barisal

RAFIQUL ISLAM, Barisal
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Abu Zafar Obaidullah Smaran Mela was
held in Barisal on April 10. The
programme was arranged at the
Baherchar Primary School premises
before the Poet Abu Zafar Obaidullah
Smriti Pathagar at his native village in
Barisal.

The day long programme included an
inaugural ceremony, poetry recitation
competition, patriotic songs, discussion
on the life, works and achievements of the
poet, prize giving ceremony and Jari
songs composed on the life of the poet.

Abul Kalam Azad, minister for infor-
mation and cultural affairs was the chief
guest and distributed prizes among the
winners of the competition.

Renowned journalist and cultural
personality, director general of Shilpakala
Academy Kamal Lohani, inaugurated the
programme withand Atikur Rahman,
president of the Pathagar, presiding.

The speakers said Obaidullah always
talked about the joys and sorrows, strug-
gle and life of the peasants and rural
people in his works together with the
images and legends of traditional Bengali
life.

They further said poet Abu Zafar

Obaidullah was not only one of the major
poets of Bangla and Bangladesh but was
also the spokesman of the third world
countries through focusing on the
dreams, demands and struggles for liber-
ation of their people.

Singer Pothik Nabi, Omar Ali, Mizanur
Rahman and members of Shilpakala
Academy performed patriotic songs at
the programme.

Born in Barisal on February 8, 1934,
Obaidullah died on March 19, 2001. A
prominent figure of the Language Move-
ment, he was awarded the Ekushey
Padak and Bangla Academy Padak for his
contributions to Bangla literature.

Maya Bondor staged in Dinajpur

Laying bare the curse of illiteracy

KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur
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‘Maya Bondor' a play depicting the illiteracy of the shoal deni-
zens of the country, was staged on Friday evening at Dinajpur

Nattya Shamiti Auditorium.

The play, which enthralled the audience, is written by Zulfikar
Ronju and directed by Tafiquzzaman Tareque.

Staged by Dinajpur Natya Samiti at its auditorium, the play
shoal inhabitants, especially
women. The central figure of the play is Mayna, who goes insane
after she is tortured and raped. Treated by an 'Ojha’ for her
mental illness, the village doctor helps her to recover from her

portrays the struggles of the

illness.

T'he play captures the travails of many an illiterate married
woman who faces oppression from a demanding husband,

mother-in-law orsister-in-law.

Driven to an extreme, Mayna finally opts for a divorce, break-
ing down many social mores in the process.

.............................

She gathers the

courage to live with dignity on her own, worried only about the

future of herson.
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The play portrays the struggles of the shoal inhabitants.
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