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Crimes on rise as outlaws

AMANUR AMAN, Kushtia

At least 49 people were killed
in Khulna division from
January 1 to April 4 this year,
indicating deterioration of law
and order situation in the
‘outlaw infested' region.

[n previous three months
from October 1 to December
31 last year, the number of
murdered people was 13.

Other crimes have also
marked a rise ,across Khulna
division comprising Kushtia,
Meherpur, Chuadanga,
Jhenidah, Magura, Jessore,
Narail, Khulna, Satkhira and
Bagerhat districts.

According to data from law
enforcement agencies and
newspaper reports, at least 35
bomb attacks, 27 robberies, 13
rapes and around 100 inci-
dents of extortion took place
during the period while 15
bomb attacks and 15 robber-
ies were recorded in last three
months of 2008.

Of the murdered people
during the last three months,

ten were businessmen, most
of them were killed for not
fulfiling demands of extor-
tionists, five polidcal party
men -- two from Awami
League (AL) and three from
BNP.

At least five outlaws were
killed by their rivals during the
period, while the rest were
innocent people including
students and farmers.

Fourteen of the murders
occurred in January, 13 In
Februaryand 19 in March.,

Kushtia district alone wit-
nessed 16 murders while six
murders took place in Khulna
and Jhenidah each, five eachin
Jessore and Chuadanga, four in
Satkhira, three in Meherpur,
two in Bagerhat, one each in
Magura and Narail.

On Saturday, criminals
allegedly belonging to ruling
AL chopped a farmer to death
over dispute on a piece of land
in Kushtia.

On Tuesday night, two
outlaws were injured when the
bombs carried by them blasted
at Khalishakundi village in

NAT

Daulatpurunder the district.

Police arrested one of them
in hospital.

Several outlawed parties
and gangs have resumed their
criminal activities in the region
after regrouping under around
50 kingpins who returned after
remaining absconding for a
long time, said sources includ-
inginlawenforcers.

Some ruling party leaders
allegedly maintain close
relations with outlawed
leaders and cadrés who are
seen even to accompany the
political leaders as 'party
men'.

Sources claimed that law
enforcement agencies includ-
ing Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) and police have become
silentabout the criminals after
this government took over.

Some high officials of
police under Khulna range
said they have information
about increased criminal
activities in some pockets in
the region while several lead-
ers of ruling and other political
parties have links with differ-

back to scene in Khulna div

ent criminal gangs and out-
lawed parties,

Despite crackdown on
outlaws under at least 10 spe-
cial drives including Operation
Clean Heart and Operation

Spider Web during the last few
years, there has been no let up

in theiractivities.

At least 64 murders took
place in 10 districts in 2008
while the number was 130 in

the previous year, sources said.

Thirteen outlawed parties
active in the region are PBCP-
ML, PBCP-Janajuddho, PBCP-
Red Flag, PBCP-Communist
War, Biplobi Communist Party,
New Biplobi Communist Party,
Gono Bahini, Gono Mukti
Fouz, Banglar Communist
Party, Socialist Party, Biplobi
Chhinnamul
Party and

Anuragi,
Communist
Sarbahara People's Mancha.

The parties have around
5,000 acuve cadres in different

areas of the region.

Around 518 criminals were
killed in 'crossfire' with law
enforcers in the region since

August 2004.
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Reopening of
RU demanded

RU CORRESPONDENT

Progotishil Chhatra Jote (PCJ),

a combine of left-leaning

student organisations, held a |

rally at Shaheb Bazar in the
city Thursday evening
demanding immediate
reopening of Rajshahi

University (RU) and five other |

educational institutions.

Earlier,
different educational institu-
tions under the banner of PC]
brought out a procession in
the city and paraded different
streets.

At the rally, the speakers
blamed the authorities con-
cerned for creating session
jam through unscheduled
closure of the institutions after
a clash on Rajshahi University
(RU) campus on March 13 and
demanded immediate arrest
and exemplary punishment of
yiheseinvolved. e

They also urged the gov-
ernment to bring the so-called
students, who are involved in
extortion and other criminal
acts at the education institu-
tions, to book.

Villagers clash
in Pabna:
10 injured

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Atleast 10 people were injured,
fourofthem critcally, inaclash
between two groups of villag-
ers at Bara Matuabar under
Pabna Sadarupazila yesterday.

Police and locals said the
two groups--one led by Liton
and the other by Anwar--
locked in a clash as a sequel to
previous enmity over a cricket
game at the village.

Both sides used sharp
weapons and firearms during
the clash that continued for
halfanhour.

The injured were admitted
to Pabna General Hospital. Two
of them were later shifted to
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital as their condition
deteriorated.
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A row of rickshaw-vans carrying earthen pots from Fultala in Shahjahanpur upazila head for Bogra
town yesterday as the traditional rural handicraftis still desirable to a section of urbanites too.

14 sued in Mymensingh,
Satkhira for '71 killing

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Fourteen alleged collaborators of Pakistani
occupation forces have been sued for killing
four people, including a freedom fighter, in
Mymensingh and Satkhirain 1971.

[n Mymensingh, a case was lodged with
Additional Judicial Magistrate's Court here on
Thursday, accusing 10 people of killing free-
dom fighter Taleb Ali Mondal and his two
brothers at village Bhalukia under Phulbaria
upazila, reports our correspondent.

Md Khorshed Alj, son of martyred freedom
fighter Taleb AliMondal, filed the case.

The accused are Md Reazuddin' Fakir, 70,
Haji Mohammad Amjad Ali, 70, Azimuddin
Munshi, 70, Mukshed Ali, 62, Moyezuddin, 60,
Nurul Islam, 65, Mohan Ali, 70, Amir Hossain,
60, Abdus Samad Master, 62, and Md
Meherullah, 70.

In the case statement, the complainant said
the accused with the help of some unidentified
collaborators picked up his father and two
uncles-- Shekander Ali Mondal and Altaf Ali
Mondal-- from their house at around 9:00pm
on November21, 1971.

He further stated that the collaborators later

took the three to Bhalukjan Bridge on the
Akhaliariver and killed them.

Accepting the case, Magistrate Jahangir
Hossain asked Phulbaria Police Station to take
legal steps after properinvestigation.

Our Satkhira correspondent adds: A case
was filed with Chief Judicial Magistrate's Court
here yesterday, accusing four people of their
alleged involvement in the killing of a man in
Kalaroa upazila during LiberationWar in 1971.

Babar Ali Sardar, son of Kalu Sardar of
Sonabaria village under Kalaroa upazila, filed
the case.

The accused are Abu Musa and Mohor Ali
Sardar of Brajabaksa village, Maulana Ahmad
Ali of Jhhikra village and Zobed Ali Chawkidar
of SonabariaVillage under Kalaroa upazila.

In his statement, the complainant alleged
that as perdirective of Sheikh Abul Kashem, the
then peace committee chairman of Kalaroa
upazila, the accused abducted his maternal
uncle Rajab Ali from Sonabari village at gun-
point on April 14, 1971. They took Rajab to
Sonabaria intersection and killed him.

Magistrate MA Syeed accepted the case and
asked the officer-in-charge (OC) Kalaroa Police
Station to investigate the case and report.
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8 Kalaroa BCL
men sued for
snatching

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

Eight activists of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL)
including its Kalaroa upazila
unit President Sheikh
Masum have been sued for
alleged attack on the lessees
of Kalaroa cattle market and
snatching Tk 65,000 from
them.

Other accused include
Kalaroa upazila BCL leaders
Nawab Ali, Tuhin, Mamun
and Sadrul Islam.

Earlier the accused had
demanded Tk 10,000 from the
lessees, said Abdul Hai, who
filed the case with Kalaroa
Police Station on behalf of the
lessees yesterday.

As the lessees refused to
comply with the demand, the
extortionists attacked the
office of cattle market, beat
up the lessees and snatched
Tk 65,000 from them, the
complainantsaid.

Kalaroa upazila BCL
President Sheikh Masum
denied the allegations against
them.

1,000 Viagra
tabs, phensidyl
seized: 6 held

RU CORRESPONDENT

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
yesterday arrested six people
and recovered 1,000 Viagra
tablets and phensidyl from
Rangpur, Rajshahi and
Dinajpur districts.

A Rab team recovered 192
pieces of Viagra tablets from
the Super Market area in
Rangpur.

In another raid, the same
team seized 812 Viagra tablets
from a shop owned by
Mohadev in Nawabganj
market area and arrested two
youths. They are Babu Mia,
25,and Sumon Mia, 27.

Another team of the elite
force seized 140 bottles of
phensidyl and 5 litre lLiquid
phensidyl from Tangon area
in Rajshabhi city.

Joypurhat Rab in another
raid in Bilpara area under
Hakimpur Police Station in
Dinajpur district arrested
four people including a
woman with 230 bottles of
phensidyl and two motor-
bikes.

The arrestees are Saidul
Islam, 25, Shah Ali, 65, Ajufa
Khatun, 50, and Istambul
Islam, 40.

The arrestees along with
the seized items were handed
over to the respective police
stations, Rab said.

Jubo League

leader forcibly
drops tender
after schedule

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

A Jubo League leader and his
associates on Thursday broke
seal of the tender box to forc-
ibly drop tender after expiry of
the scheduled time at Barisal
Veterinary Institute.

A tender worth Tk 82 thou-
sand was called for repair
work of Sidr-damaged
boundary wall of Barisal
Veterinary Institute and the
last time for dropping the
tender expired at 12:00 noon
on Thursday, sources said.

“I along with other teach-
ers and contractors were
waiting for opening the sealed
tender box at Barisal
Veterinary Institute at
12:30pm,” said Dr AKM
Mustafa Zaman, dean of
animal science and veterinary
faculty of Patuakhali Science
and Technology University.

That time a contractor,
later identified ac Liton Kazi,
vice president of Babuganj
upazila Jubo League and
brother of upazila AL
President Kazi Emdadul Huq
Dulal, came to the room and
demanded chance to drop
tender.

As the time had expired,
members of the tender com-
mittee declined to accept the
demand. Then Liton hurled
abuses at Dr Mustafa Zaman
and others, removed the seal
of the tender box and forcibly
dropped his tender in pres-
ence of police.

“We remained silent and
inactive during the chaos as

‘the dean present at the spot
did not request us to take
any action,” said Assistant
sub inspector (ASI) of
Babuganj Police Station
Sarwar Hossian who was on
dutyat the spot.
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As If heralding the advent of summer, blooming krishnachura adorns the premises of Collectorate
Buildingin Jessore town,

No headway in Jhalakathi
PP murder case in 2 yrs

RAFIQUL ISLAM, back from
Jhalakathi

Probe into the murder of
Haider Hossain, the public
prosecutor in Jhalakathi
judges’ killing case, is yet to
see any headway two years
after the incident.

Militant outfit Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB)
kingpin Shaikh Abdur
Rahman, military commander
Sidduqul Islam Bangla Bhai
and five of their accomplices
were given death sentence in
the case for killing senior assis-
tant judges Jagannath Pandey
and Sohel Ahmed in Jhalakathi
town on November 14 in 2005.

Unidentified criminals
shot dead Haider Hossain on
April 11 in 2007 when he
came out of a mosque in
Jhalakathi town after the
Esha prayers.

The victim's family alleged
that the killers are threatening
them over phone to withdraw
the case but the criminals are
yetto be arrested.

Talking to this correspon-

PP Haider Hossain

dent, Haider Hossain 's son
Tarique Ibne Haider
demanded judicial probe into
theincident.

Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) Inspector
Taffajal Hossain, who has
recently taken charge as the
fourth investigation officer
(10), said he finds it difficult
to proceed with the investi-
gation due to lack of wit-
nesses.

Former 10 Amir Hossain,
also a CID inspector, said JMB
activist Murad Hossain of

Tutpara in Khulna confessed
under Section 164 that Sagir
shot down PP Haider Hossain
on July5, 2007.

Later another JMB activist
Sagar was arrested in
Mymensing, who also con-

fessed to killing PP Haide:tf';

Hossain under Section 164.

[0 Amir Hossain took Sagar
under five days' remand on
August 16, 2007.

During interrogation,
Sagar denied his previous
confession. As a result the
investigation was hampered.

The Chief Judicial
Magistrate's (CJM) Court in
Jhalakathi sent Sagar on
further three days' police
remand on January 16, 2008
but there was no headway in
the probe.

Shortly after Haider's
murder, a three-member
investigation committee
headed by the then superin-
tendent of police af

Jhalakathi was formed but _

their report was kept secret
'for the sake of proper investi-
gation'.

Bid to abduct female teacher: 4 held

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Villagers rescued a female
schoolteacher and caught
red-handed four kidnappers
while they were abducting her
from the school premises on
Thursday.

The kidnappers are Sohag

Gazi, 25, Sabu, 26, Khokon, 23,
and Prince, 24, all of
Chalitabunia village under
Galachipa upazila.

Laizu Akhter Doel, 20, was
taking class at a school run by
Dhaka Ahsania Mission, an
NGO. All on a sudden, a gang
of sixkidnappers led by Sohag
Gazi appeared there and tried

to kidnap her, police and
witnesses said.

Hearing a hue and cry of
students, locals rushed to
the school and caught four
kidnappers after a good
chase.

Later, they handed
them over to Galachipa
police.
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