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Chaitra Shangkranti in true

RAJAT KANTI GOSWAMI,
Moulvibazar
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Rural folks celebrare 'Chaitra
Shangkranti,” the last day in
the Bengali calendar, amidst
much festivity in their unique
way. 'Charak Puja' and
'‘Baruni' are features of the
celebration among rural
Hindus of Maulvibazar dis-
trict. From time immemorial,
these events are being
observed throughout the
region.

According to the Bangla
Academy calendar, April 13
marks 'Chaitra Shangkranti.'
But villagers still follow the
old Bangla calendar and
according to that, 'Chaitra _

Shangkranti' will be observed £ | _

onApril 14 this year.

'‘Charak Puja’ and 'Baruni'
organisers collect donations
to arrange the festival. They
have a unique but traditional
technique of raising funds for
the festival. Two members of
the group are dressed as Lord
Shiva and Goddess Gauri. The
actors go from door to door
dancing as the two deities and
collect donations. This dance
of Shiva and Gauri is quite
popular among the villagers;
musicians and singers
accompany the actors for
added effect.

After necessary funds have
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Actors perform the ‘Shiva and Gauri dance’ to collect funds for ‘Chaitra Shangkranti’

celebration.

gather at an open space in the
village. A wooden pillar is
erected at the centre of the
field/open space and ropes
with iron hooks are attached
to the pillar. Two devotees
thepgpigige their backs with
the'JAdpks and stay sus-
pended. Supposedly, their
passion and devotion over-
come their bodily senses and
they feelno pain.

One (or more) individual

Kali dances at the venue of
'‘Charak Puja.' Some devotees
even walk on burning char-
coal. Thousands throng the
venue to witness the miracles.
On the occasion, a 'mela’
(village fair) is set up at the
venue  of ‘Charak Puja.’
Traders put on display their
goods, including sweets and
toys.

In the past, 'Charak Puja’
was held in several places of

enjoyed the festival. But with
changing times, these folk
traditions are losing ground.
‘Charak Puja' and 'Baruni’
still get celebrations but at a
reduced scale.

Localcultural activists and
enthusiasts fear that if mass
awareness and interest in
rural traditions are not gener-
ated, celebrations like
‘Chaitra Shangkranti' may
soon become a thing of the
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Solo Painting

Exhibition

Title: My Dreams

Artist: Masuma Khan
Venue: Allance Francaise
da Dacca, 26, Mirpur Rd,
Ohanmondl

Date: April 3-17

Time: Sam-12pm, 5-8pm
(Saturdays 5-8pm)
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Street theatre festival in Thakurgaon

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A three-day long "Patho Natyo Utshab'
(street theatre festival) opened at
Thakurgaon Public Library premises last

Wednesday evening.

Thakurgaon Nishchintapur Theatre
organised the festival with the slogan,

muktir

“Krantikaley jonmechhi,
mohonaye mishechhi.”

A total of six theatre troupes from
Thakurgaon, including Angikar Natyo
Niketan, Shapla Natyo Goshthi,

partatthe festival.

special guest.

Rashidul Islam, president of
Thakurgaon Nishchintapur Theatre,
presided over the inaugural session.

Speakers at the discussion conveyed

Alpona

Natyo Goshthi, Nattayon, Debiganj
Theatre and Nishchintapur Theatre took

Former lawmaker and eminent cul-
tural personality, Alhajj Fazlul Karim,
inaugurated the festival as chief guest.
President of Thakurgaon Shammilito
Shangskritik Jote, Shafiqul Islam,
attended the inaugural programme as

that street theatre reflects the contempo-
rary socio-cultural state of the country,

They also said that the theatre activists of

the country have always been vocal
against all forms of social injustice
through street theatre performances.
The opening play at the festival was
“Bag" by Angikar Natyo Niketan. The
play was written and direction by

Goutam Kumar. Shapla Natyo Goshthi

staged its production "Abak Jalpan*
written by Sukumar Roy and directed by
Goutam Kumar.

The festival ended yesterday.

“Star Trek” premieres in Australia
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The new cast of "Star Trek" has
launched the Starship
Enterprise on its maiden
voyage, with the crew showing
a lot of respect for their prede-
Cessors.

The 11th big-screen film in
the sci-fi series had its world
premiere Tuesday at the
Sydney Opera House in
Australia in advance of its
debutin theatres May 8,

Among the stars on hand:
Chris Pine, who takes on
William Shatner's old role as
James Kirk; Zachary Quinto,
who inherits Leonard
Nimoy's Mr. Spock; Karl
Urban, filling the shoes of
Dekorest Kelley's Dr. McCoy;
and Eric Bana, who plays a
villainous Romulan.

Out of admiration for the
original Kirk, Pine noted that
when he was cast, he wrote

tion and said who I was and
whatIwas doing."

Quinto had a chance to
form a personal relationship
with Nimoy, who reprises his
role as the older Spock. The
new Spock said he aims to
carve out his own path as the
Vulcan scientist with pointed
ears.

"Leonard and I have
become very close in this

process and his experience
has been unique to him and
mine will be unique to me,”
Quinto said.

Directed by J.J. Abrams,
“Star Trek" is a prequel to the
1960s TV series and the subse-
quent movies, relating how
Enterprise Capt. Kirk, best

buddy Spock and their
Enterprise crewmates first
cametogether.

John Cho, who plays Mr.
Sulu, said he avoided imi-
tating the performance of
his predecessor, George
Takei.

"I didn't think it would be
wise to do a copy of George
Takei's performance,” Cho
said. "It just didn't seem like
the right thing to do, and J.J.
didn't ask me to do that, so |
avoided it.”
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