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Govt plans country's

own satellite: PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh (PM)
Hasina vesterday unveiled a
major plan of her government
to install country's own satellite
for modernizing its communi-
catonssystem,

She disclosed the ambitous
plan when a 31-member dele-
gationof Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE) led by its president
Rakibur Rahman met her at the
Prime Minister Office (PMO)
and discussed economic issues
ofvitalimportance.

During discussion, the
delegation urged the PM 1o
ensure stability of the capital
market, which experienced
some shocks in recent times
afterabull run.

Reiterating her govern-
ment’'s strong commitment 1o
attain maximum prosperity in
the national economy, Hasina
said the government keeps a

sharp eye on the country's
capital market.

“Capital market will be kept
stable and its smooth manage-
ment will be ensured,"” she told
the delegation,

The premier laid emphasis
on good coordination between
the country's public and private
sectors for overall development.

She mentioned the previous
Awami League government's

arious initiatves for the flour-
ishing of television channels,
mobile companies and banks in
the private sector,

When the issue of country’s
food security came up for dis-
cussion, Hasina apprised the
DSE delegation that country’s
present food stock is satisfac-
tory and more godowns and
silos will be set up to increase
food storage capacity.

The PM and the delegation
also discussed the recent crisis
in labor markets of Bangladesh.

Hasina told the delegation
that the government will set up
Expatriate Bank and Expatriate
Wellare Bank for safe migration
and transaction of remittances
ofthe Bangladeshi workers,

The premier also stressed on
strengthening the rural econ-
omy to enhance the buying
capacityoftheruralpeople,

About the prices of essen-
tials, she said the government
has already brought prices of
various essentials within the
buying capacity of the com-
moners and efforts will go on to
ensure ‘utrmost welfare of the
people.”

Finance Minister Abul Mal
Abdul Muhit, Finance Adviser
Moshiur Rahman, PMO

Secretary Mollah
Waheeduzzaman, PM's Press
Secretary Abul Kalam Azad and
chairman of Bangladesh
Enterprise Institute Salman F
Rahman were present,

'Develop railway through
proper management’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The newly formed National
Committee to Protect and
Develop Railway and Waterways
called on the government to
improve the management of
Bangladesh Railway instead of
handing it over to the private
sector.

They also called for establish-
INg a separate ministry to handle
the problem-ridden state-owned
organisation.

Bangladesh Railway can be
developed through improving its
management instead of turning
the organisation into a corpora-

CTG RING ROAD

JICA team due
tomorrow

ABDULLAH AL MAHMUD, Crg

A five-member team of Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) arrives here
tomarrow omasfactfinding
mission fon implememtation of
the first phase of Chittagong City
Ring Road.

The JICA team would hold
meetings with the stakeholders to
discuss different aspects of the
final report on the portion of the
Ring Road to be constructed in the
first phase under Coastal Road
Project involving around Tk 2,000
crore.

The five-member JICA team
would stay in Chittagong till April
20 to discuss different aspects of
the final report with Chittagong
Development Authority (CDA),
Water Development Board,
Chittagong Port Authority (CPA)
and otherstakeholders.

[t would also hold discussions
with the ministries concerned
and the higher authonties of the
government in the capital from
April 21 to April 23, said sources in
CDA

After the team on fact-finding
mission returns home an
appraisal team would arrive
from Japan to discuss loan and
other aspects by June or July
before signing an agreement
with the government, which is
likely to take place by the end of
this year, they said.

A 14.702-km road stretching
from Patenga to Sagorika (near
Chittagong divisional stadium)
would be constructed under the
Coastal Road Project one of the
three major components of the
Chittagong City Ring Road
Project.

Three feeder roads of a total
length of 6.891km would also be
constructed to complete the
missing links with internal roads
of the city in the first phase of the
project, sources said.

Domestic help
found in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police rescued a missing
domestic help from Uttarkhan
in thecityonApril 6.

She was identified as
Tamanna,7, daughter of
Abdur Rashid and Nurjahan of
Mymensingh, says a police
pressrelease.

As Tamanna cannot speak
about her address, she is now
at the victim support centre of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police.

Guardians and relatives of
Tamanna have been asked to
contact assistant police com-
missioner of the centre at
Tejgaon Police Station or call
at phone no-9110885, 999-
2634 or cell phones no-
01745774486-7.

|

tion or company, Prof Khan
Sarwar Murshid, convener of the
comumittee, said at a press brief-
ing at Dhaka Reporters’ Unity
auditorium.

The committee also placed 29
recommendations to protect and
develop railand waterways.

Prof Murshid urged the gov-
ernment to form a board com-
prising members of the civil
society, environmentalists and

Swiss help for
solar energy
sought

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Hasan Mahmud yesterday
sought assistance from
Switzerland for strengthening
local government bodies and
supplying solar panel to meet
the demand for power in remote
dlEds.

(L MEhmush sought, rihe; Swiss,
cogparafign fgrimpating, traip-
ing to the women vice chairmen
ofthe upazila parishads.

He made the request when
Switzerland Ambassador Dora
Rapold met the minister at the
foreign ministry yesterday.

The minister said more than
400 women have been elected as
upazila vice chairmen. Most of
them are fresh as the people's
representatives.

The envoy welcomed the
proposal, saying that
Switzerland is interested to work
closely with Bangladesh for the
empowerment ofwomen.

If Bangladesh gives a formal
proposal in this regard,
Switzerland would consider it from
apositiveangle, she added.

Mahmud said Switzerland
can supply solar panel to the
people living in remote areas
like islands, chars, hill areas, and
poor and limited income group
people under Swiss
Development Cooperation
programme.

representatives from rall, water
and road transport authorities to
monitor the activities in the
transportsector.

He said travelling by rail is
cheaper and more comfortable
than travelling by any other
transport. Besides, railway saves
fuel and does less damage to the
environment,

He also observed that the
condition of Bangladesh Railway
worsened due to lack of proper
planning.

“Ifwecan develop Bangladesh
Railway through a proper plan-
ning, it would become the most
popular transport,” Prof Murshid
said.

The committee also called on
the government to develop
waterways through proper steps,
includingriverdredging.

It urged the government to
tormulate strict laws to protect
nverwater from pollution.

Joint conveners of the con
mittee Justice Mohammad
Gholam Rabbani, Prof AMM
Safiullah and SM Shaheedullah
and member-secretary Abu
Naser Khan were present at the.
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Annual Urs of
Nizamuddin
Aulia begins
April 13

METRO DESK

A five-day 705th annual Urs of
Sultanul Mashaikh Hazrat
Khawja Nizamuddin Aulia,
Mehboob-e-Elahi (RA), will begin
at Dargah Sharif in New Delhi on
Apnl 13 (Rabius Sani 16 to 20,
1429H), saysapressrelease.

Qul Sharif (special fateha)
will be held at 10:00pm (after
Esha prayers) on April 16 and
special qul will be held at
11:00amonApril 17.

Besides, special prayers
will be held on all the five days.

PHOTO: COURTESY
Eminent litterateur Syed Shamsul Haq inaugurates a three-day
Book Fair at Dhaka Club in the city yesterday. The daily Prothom
Alo Editor Matiur Rahman, extreme left, was present.

UNB, Dhaka
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Dry weather likely
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one or two places over Rajsh

hours until 6:00pm today.

The sun sets in the capita
5:42am tomorrow.
* Highest temperature 36,7
yesterday at Jessore and lo
Sylhet.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by gusty or squally
wind is likely to occur ata few places over Chittagong and at

divisions and the regions of Jessore and Kushtia in next 12
Weather may remain mainly dry elsewhere over the

countrywith partly cloudy sky, Met Office said.
Day temperature may fall slightly over the country.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
In some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka a5 26.0 78 62
Chittagong 32.3 24.6 84 76
Rajshahi 3140 234 53 48
Khulna 34.5 26.0 Bl 56
Barisal 33.6 25.0 89 83
Sylhet 31.9 19,5 71 60

Cox's Bazar 33.5 24.6 72 74

ahi, Dhaka, Barisal and Sylhet

lat 6:18pm today and rises at

degrees Celsius was recorded
west 19.5 degrees Celsius at

.

METROPOLITAN/NEWS

Schoolboy
dies of food
poisoning

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A schoolboy died allegedly
due to food poisoning at
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) after hav-
Ing anice cream from a street
vendor yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Mohammad Naim, 8, son of
NA S LE WU hAaaia ok
Kamrangirchar at Lalbag in
the city. He was a student of
class II of a local primary
school.

Family sources said he
started vomiting after having
an ice cream from a street
vendor at Kamrangirchar
around 10:30am yesterday.

Ambia Khatun, grand-
mother of Naim, said he had
an ice cream from a street
vendor near his residence
after returning from school
atabout 10:00am.

She said he fell sick within
five minutes after having the
Ice cream,

He was rushed to a local
clinic and then shifted to
DMCH where he died around
3:115pm, family sources said.

Dr Shamsuzzaman, an
iIndoor medical officer (Pae-
diatric ward) of DMCH, told
The Daily Star that Naim was
suffering from food poison-
ing that might have been
caused by theice cream.

BDB presidium
reconstituted

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh
(BDB) reconstituted the pre-
sidium and the national exec-
utive committee of the party.

Prof Abdur Rashid and Brig
Gen (retd) Giasuddin Ahmed
have been dropped from the
new presidium, BDB Office
Secretary Wasimul Islam said.

Members of the reconsti-
tuted presidium are Dr MA
Mannan, Prof Nurul Amin
Bepari, Maj Gen (retd) MA
Halim, Saima Jalil, Advocate
Ahsanullah and Prof Abu
Muzaffar Ahmed.

Prof AOM Badruddoza
Chul-,rdliﬁié’h* &ia?f;efdih{a'
Mannan, president and secre-
tary general of BDB, are ex-
officio members of the presid-
um.

US embassy
staffs donate
blood

METRO DESK

American and Bangladeshi
employees of the US Embassy
in Dhaka have donated their
blood at the blood donation
programme of Bangladesh
Red Crescent Society in the
City, says a pressrelease.

The health unit of the
embassy, which planned the
event with the Red Crescent
Society, hoped that it would
encourage greater participa-
tion of others in blood dona-
tion programme throughout
Bangladesh.

“This collaboration
between the embassy and the
Red Crescent Society will also
strengthen our partnership
and provide needed blood
supplies for hundreds of
Bangladeshis,"” said Dr Michael
Morris, regional medical offi-
ceroftheembassy.

Donating blood gives
othersachanceto live, he said,
addingthat blood donationis
very common in the US
through schools, offices and
places of worship.

Dinkal journos
stage sit-in

DU CORRESPONDENT

Journalists of Dainik Dinkal
unit of Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DU]J) yesterday
staged a sit-in programme on
the National Press Club pre-
mises in the city saying that it
IS a conspiracy to stop the
publication of the newspaper.

During the three-hour-
long programme starting from
11:00am, they also demanded
payment of their dues for 13
months and implementation
of the 7th Wage Board, says a
pressrelease.

T'he speakers said they are
passing their days in great
miseries and urged the
authorities concerned to
resolve the crists immediately.

BFUJ Secretary General M
A Aziz, Co-chairman of
Sangbadik-Sramik-
Karmochari Oikya Parishad
Fazle Imam, and former DU]J
president Elahit Newaz Khan
spoke at the programme,

f

Chief Election Commissioner Dr ATM

PHOTO: PID

Shamsul Huda calls on Prime Minister Sheikh h
office inthe city yesterday. (Story on Page 16) ster Shelkh Hasina at her

'Raise awareness about
disaster preparedness'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Food and Disaster
Management Minister Md
Abdur Razzak yesterday urged
the NGOs to come forward to
eliminate poverty and raise
awareness among people
aboutdisaster preparedness.
He said people would be
able to take more effective
measures to face disaster if
poverty can be eliminated.
The minister was speaking
as the chief guest at a seminar
on 'Involvement of commu-
nity in disaster preparedness’
at YWCA auditorium at
Mohammadpurin the city.

He said houses with weak
structures are affected the
mostinthe natural disasters.

The minister said more
scopes should be created for
increasing the income of the
people by increasing the
production of the agricultural
productsin the disaster-prone
areas.

He said the government is
glving more emphasis on
disaster preparedness than
post-disaster relief work.

At present the Red
Crescent Society has 42,000
volunteers in the coastal
areas and their success in
facing different natural disas-

ters has also been lauded in
international arena.

Bangladesh has succeeded
in cutting the loss compared
to the past thanks to disaster
preparedness, he added.

State Minister for Power,
Energy and Mineral Resources
Advocate Shamsul Haq Tuky
said the Bangladeshis have
became bold after facing the
natural disasters.

Environment and Forests
Secretary Dr Mihir Kanti
Majumder also spoke at the
seminar while UNDP
Assistant Country Director Dr
Aminul Islam presented the
keynote papes.

MIGRANT WORKERS ON STRIKE

Baira offers help
In resolving crisis

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As 30 migrant workers, who fell
victim to fraud, have continued
their strike at Zia International
Alrport in the city, Bangladesh
Association of Intermational
Itecruiting Agencies (Baira)
vesterday offered its assistance
lor an amicable solution to the
problem.

The workers who went to

vided them jobs. They were
employed some times, but the
salaries they received were
taken away by the agents, the
returneessaid.

“We had to take money from
our home for our survival,” said
Abdul Hannan, areturnee.

They made repeated com-
plaints to Tangail Overseas, the
Bureau of Manpower
Employment and Training, and

‘Malaysia b22omonths rago, | Bangladesh High Commussion

through the, recruiting agency
Tangail Overseas came back on
Sunday as they did not receive
work permit.

In a press rglease, Baira said,
“We will fully assist the govern-
ment in punishing Tangail
Overseas if the agency is found
responsible during any investi-
gations by thegovernment.”

Baira took the decision at an
emergency meeting on April 8.
It urged the government to take
steps to look into whether
Tangail Overseas has deceived
the workers.

Baira also observed that the
demonstration at the airport
might have been part of an
attempt by a syndicate to tar-
nish the image of Bangladeshi
workers, recruiting agencies
andthe government.

The 30 workers went to
Malaysia in May 2007, but their
employers neither got their
work permits issued nor pro-

'In_Kuala Lumpur, but none

helped them, he said, adding

that they would not leave the
airport before receiving com-
pensation.

Joy visits ailing
father

UNB, Dhaka

Sajib Wajed Joy, son of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, arrived
in Dhaka earlyyesterday.

Joy who lives in Boston, USA
has been here to see his ailing
father scientist Dr M Wajed
Miah and mother Hasina, a
source in the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) said.

Joy yesterday wvisited his
father at Square Hospital in the
City.

He is likely to stay here for
about two weeks, sources said.

Discussion

Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee, a forum for secular
Bangladesh, will hold a discussion
on the International Crimes
(Tnbunals) Act 73 and the war
criminals. Venue; Bilia auditorium.
Time: 4:00pm.

Exhibition

The Inaugural ceremony of an
earthenware exhibition titled
'Rabikar’ will be held. Venue: Zainul

Gallery, Faculty of Fine Art, Dhaka
University. Time: 11:00am.

Prize giving

ceremony

The prize giving ceremony of 'Rong
Tulitey Bangladesh' organised by
Advanced Development
Technologies will be held. Venue:
Russian Culture Centre. Time:
5:30pm.

Human chain

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
(Bapa) forms a human chain
demanding @ ban on use of
polythene bags. Venue: In front of
National Museum. Time: 10:30am,

Discussion

Bangladesh Homeopathic Chikitsak
Parishad will hold a discussion to
mark the 254th birth anniversary of
Dr Samuel Hahnemann. Venue:
National Press Club, Time: 2:30pm.

Mehedi contest

Dhakabashi and Bishwa Kala
Kendra will organise a Mehedi
contest to mark the Bangla New
Year, Venue: Teacher-Student

D f!"'-. !

Centre (TSC), Dhaka University,  9:00am,
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Time: 3:00pm.

Reception

Bangabandhu Sangskritik Jote will
accord a reception to lawmaker
Tarana Halim. Venue: Public Library
auditorium. Time: 4:00pm.

Baishakhi Fair

Democracywalch organises a
Baishakhi Fair where handicrafts of
women entrepreneurs will be put on
display. Venue: Democracywatch
premises. Time: 11:00am.

Exhibition
An exhibition featuring the summer
collections of Iconique Fashion will

begin. Venue: Drk Gallery. Time:
3:00pm.

Award giving
ceremony

Mirror Health Magazine, Samsung
Mobile and Bangladesh Assoclation
of Pharmaceutical Industnes (BAPI)
will hand over the 1st Bangladesh
Health Award 1o its winners. Venue:
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre. Time: 7:30pm.

Reception

Central Hospital will accord a
reception to National Professor Dr
MR Khan on his winning the
Ekushey Padak. Venue:
Conference hall, Central Hospital.
Time: 5:00pm,

Seminar

Bangladesh ltihas Samity and the
history department of Jagannath
University will jointly organise a
seminar titled 'Our liberation war'.
Venue: University auditorium, Time:

Workshop on
trial of war

crimes soon
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

War Crimes Facts Finding
Committee, a research organisa-
tion, will arrange a brief work-
shop on laws relating to war
crimes, genocide and human
rights violations.

With the assistance of the
European Union, the committee
will soon organise the workshop
and will give lessons on trial
proceedings and prepare fact
sheet in line with the intema-
tinnal criminal law.

Dr MA Hasan, convener ofthe
War Crimes Facts Finding
Committee, will conduct the
waorkshop., |

Death anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 12th death anni-
versary of Advocate Abu Daud
Master, former headmaster of
Wari School in the city, says a
pressrelease.

On the occasion, a milad
mahfil will be held at his resi-
dence at 'Master house' at
Maghbazar in the cit after
Maghrib prayers.

Md Shamsud Doha
METRO DESK

Today is the
19th death
anniversary
of M d
Shamsud
Doha, a
music direc-
tor, singer
and actor, saysa pressrelease.

On the occasion,
Qurankhwani followed by
milad mahfil will be held at Z-
22, Tajmahal Road,
Mohammadpur in the city
after Asr prayers.

Qulkhwani

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Qulkhwani
of Alhaj
Abdur Ra-
shid, father
of Abdus
1Salam,
chairman of
O1l Group in
Chittagong, will be held today,
saysapressrelease,

On the occasion, a milad
mahfil will be held at Wasa
Colony field at Mohara ward
under Chandangaon upazila
in Chittagong after Maghnb
prayers.

Rashid passed away on
April6atthe age of 94.

He left behind of his wife,
six sons and four daughters to
mourn his death.

Chehlum

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chehlum of
Abdul Bari
{Bhuiyan,
former
assistant
controller of
examination
of Dhaka

University, will be held today,
saysapressrelease.

On the occasion,
Qurankhwani and discussion
will be held at his village home
at Syedergaon village under
Monohordy upazila in
Narsingdi district,

officials of Phulbari

@The Baily Star

BSF guns down
Bangladeshi
cattle trader

Ounr CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Indian Border Security Force
(BSF) gunned down a
Bangladeshi cattle trader on
Wednesday night at Bhaigarh
border under Birampur
upazilain Dinajpur.

The victim was identified
as Md Kachhim Uddin, 45, son
of Kachhar Uddin of village
Khiyar-Mamudpur under
Katlaunion.

Police quoting villagers
said the BSF men of Bhimpur
camp fired at least one bullet
killing the cattle trader who
was returninghome,

Police sent the body to
Dinajpur Medical College and
Hospital for autopsy after filing
a general diary with Birampur
Police Station yesterday.

When contacted BDR
40
Battalion confirmed the inci-
dent and said they have
lodged a protest with the BSE

No action

FROM PAGE 16

requirements and the type of
workers Malaysia needs and so
on,” therecruiting agent said.
This is the reason why man-
power brokers and even
Malaysian employers continued
10 go on confidently with illegal
practices, he noted

This is also reflected in a
Statement of Talat Mahmud
Khan, labour counsellor of
Bangladesh High Commission
in Kuala Lumpur, who has been
recently called back

During a recent interview in
the high commission in Kuala
Lumpur he told The Daily Star:
“Recruiting agencies do not
have any representative in
Malaysia and so they became
dependenton brokers.”

He thinks if the recruiting
agencies get the approvals
directly from the employers
instead of any middlemen like
manpower brokers it would be
better.

Businesses said the problem
started when Malaysia started
manpower recruilment in 2006.

The then Bangladesh
Association of International
Recruiting Agencies (Baira)
President and BNP lawmaker
MAH Salim and his men struck a
deal with Malaysian authorities
for fresh manpower recruitment
opening scopes for a wvested
quarter to indulge in underhand
dealings, said a then Baira
leader Speae

“The then government had
barely played any role in this
regard; Baira used political clout
while dealing with Malaysian
authorities,” hesaid.

As a result, the jobseekers
paidTk2lakhtoTk2.5lakhtogo
to Malaysia while the govern-
ment rate was only Tk 84,000, he
added.

The high payment even did
not ensure their jobs; when they
arrived in Malaysia theywere left
stranded in the airport for days
and confined to “godowns”.
Theywere jobless and those who
got jobs remained unpaid for
months.

Employers did not help them
get medical tests done, issue or
renew work permits. They even
confiscated passports and
forced them to take money from
home to get back passports.

When such exploitation and
sufferings went on unabated
workers and their families urged
the recruiting agencies repeat-
edly to take measures but all
their efforts went invain.

A single example of 30 work-
ers who returned from Malaysia
on April 5 is enough to substan-
tiate it. These workers went to
Malaysia in May 2007 but
employers neither got theirwork
permits issued nor were they
provided jobs.

They repeatedly complained
to Tangail Overseas, their family
members wrote to the agencies
and to the Bureau of Manpower
Employment and Training
(BMET), but ofno use.

Similar problems sent thou-
sands of workers back home.
Many complained to the BMET.
But except for a few cases, agen-
cies are now playing hide-and-
seek in giving compensation to
the deported workers.

“Alter lodging complaint to
the BMET I appeared six times
for the hearing before the inves-
tigation officer (10) but nothing
has happened so far,” said
Mohammad Ibrahim who
returned home from Malaysia
after being cheated in late 2007.

He said the BMET's 10 said
he sent all his documents to the
ministry. “It is one and a half
years since I had lodged the
complaint but nothing has
happened.”

“l don’t know what nexus the
government and recruiting
agencies have but I cannot go to
Dhaka from Mymensingh time
and again because I am stony
broke after spending around Tk
3 lakh for going to Malaysia,”
Ibrahim said.

Another returnee Enamul
Haque said the recruiting
agency Ardent International did
not compensate them though
BMET directed it to pay dam-
ages. Now the BMET again sent
the letter to the expatriates'
welfare ministry, he said.

“What game is this with our
lives?” Enamul posed a ques-
ton.

Migrants® rights body, IMA
Research Foundation, recorded
that workers in groups lodged a
total of 129 complaints with the
BMET but only 47 had been

setted so far.
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