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Mahbubul Alam speaks at a dialogue at the BEI auditorium in the city yesterday. On his left are Abul
Kalam Azad, Farooq Sobhan, Matiur Rahman and Shahedul Anam Khan.

Political consensus a must

to combat militancy
Speakers tell dialogue

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Cooperation between the
government and the opposi-
tion and coordination with the
mass media are vital to com-
bat militancy in the country,
speakers at a dialogue said
vesterday.

They also called for a cau-
tious role on the part of the
media covering militancy and

W erronsmissues.

The speakers also urged
the government to allow
intelligence agencies to
function independently
within their respective ambit,
instead of using them for
political gains.

Bangladesh Enterprise
Institute (BEI) organised the
dialogue on ‘The role of the
media in preventing terror-
iIsm in Bangladesh' at the
institute in the city, with BEI
President Farooq Sobhan in
the chair.

It is an urgent need to
have political consensus
and ensure coordination

with the media to combat
militancy and terrorism,
said Matiur Rahman, editor
of the Prothom Alo, while
speaking as the special
guest.

But there is a lack of coop-
eration between the govern-
ment and the oppositon, he
added.

Coordination with the
government and its coopera-
tion is crucial for the media in
dealing with terrorism issues,
said Mahbubul Alam, editor of
The Independent.

It becomes difficult for the
media to play its role in cover-
ing the militancy issues if the
government and the media
have dilferent perspectives on
the issue, said Alam, also a
former adviser to the caretaker
government.

Calling upon the media
people to remain cautious
while covering the militancy
issues, Information Minister
Abul Kalam Azad said both the
electronic and print media
have been tools of publicity of

terrorism.

"Militancy and terrorism
pose a serious threat to the
national security,” he said,
adding: "We must fight it
collectively with national
consensus.”

Commenting on the mas-
sacre of army officers at the
BDR headquarters, he said all
the intelligence agencies,
including DGFI and NSI, have
failed in this regard.

"The failure of all the intel-
ligence agencies IS Surpris-
ing,” said Brig Gen (retd)
Shahedul Anam Khan, editor,
Defence and Strategic Affairs,
The Daily Star. "Intelligence
has long been used in other
purposes than what they are
mandated todo.”

Intelligence agencies must
be allowed to function within
their respective ambit, he
said.

The BEI student forum

presented three papers at the |

working session moderated by
former ambassador and BEI
Vice-President Tariq Karnm
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HYDROPOWER GENERATION

Russia offers financial, technological help
Pilot project study next month

UNB, Dhaka

Russia, already on negotation
with Bangladesh for building a
nuclear power plant, now
offered to provide both technical
and financial support for settung
up small hydropower plants for
catering area-based demands.
As per proposal, the
hydropower plants, each hav-
ing 10-20-megawatt capacity,
will be built through creating
small dams on different rivers,

Under the concept electricity
will be generated through
utiliging the streams ofrivers.

This new Russian offer
came when Ambassador Dr
Gennady P Trotsenko yester-
day met Prime Minister's
Adviser Dr Taufiq-E-Elahi
Chowdhury Birbikram at his
office in Power Ministry.

After the meeting, Dr Elahi,
quoting the Russian envoy,
told reporters that the
nuclear-power-rich country

OLITAN

showed keen interest in pro-
viding technical support lor
such schemes.

The Ambassador apprised
the adviser that a Russian
delegation would visilt
Bangladesh next month for
the feasibility study of a pilot
project for generating
hydropower.

Local private entrepre-
neurs can also invest in such
projectsiffound to be viable.

“Itis possible to establish a
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number of small power plants
with 10-20-megawatt capacity
each utilising river currents by
constructing low-height
dams,” the Russian envoy said.

The adviser sought Russian
assistance in setung up a
similar generation unit beside
the existing 210-MW
Siddhirganj power plant,
which was built by Russia few
years back under its supplier's
creditscheme.

He also sought cooperation

ten o

in rehabilitation of the power
plants, particularly located in
Ghorasal power hub, which
were built by Russia with its
technology.

Dr Elahi said the government
isdetermined to ensure diversifi-
cationofenergy resources.

“That's why the govern-
ment wants to generate power
utilising all kinds of renewable
energy resources, including
gas, coal and nuclear power,”
hesaid.

e

N}

NITOL

LPT 1615 TC

ACE (Diesel)

Factory fitted CNG Variant

NITOL MOTORS LTD.

Central Sales Division, 1st floor, Nitol Centre, 71, Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka-1212

Tel: 8851627, 9880423, 9887079, 9861290, 01712-035395, 01711-391997,
01713-140213, 01918-353535, 01713-140267, 01716-064512, 01713-140237, Fax : 8858528
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High-rises, |
cities of Europe. Proper use of Grade 500 steel saves costs significantly and meets
manufactures international quality Grade 500 steel — Xtreme
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BANGLADESH IS MOVING FORWARD TOO
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ndges, flyovers, and even small houses - Grade 500 steel is now the only accepted rebar for construction in London and many great
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Corporate Dffice: All Mansion, 1173/1207 Sadarghat Road, Chittagong, Bangladesh Tel: +880 31 2854901-10 Fax: +880 31 610101

> International safety standards. In Bangladesh, only BSRM
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the next generation steel

E-mall: mall@bsrm.com Web: www.bsrm.com
Dhaka Office: Mahbub Castle (2nd & 4th Floor), 35 Purana Paltan Line, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh Phone: +880 2 8311904, 8313135, 9358135 Fax: «B880 2 8312905 E-mall: dhaka@bsrm.com
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