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Players of Viquarunnnissa Noon School celebrate after winning the Europa Schools Volleyball Championships girls' title defeating SFX

Green Herald in the final at the Volleyball Stadium yesterday.

Edwards and
Gayle's IPL

to be short

CRICINFO, undated

Chris Gayle and Fidel Edwards
will be appearing for the
Kolkata Knight Riders and the
Deccan Chargers respectively
in this season's Indian
Premier League (IPL), but will
be available for a little less
than two weeks.

With both West Indian
players expected to arrive in
England for the return series
no later than May 1, their IPL
stints are expected to last just
12 days.

There were concerns that
West Indies’ best players
would not have been available
for the tour, which begins with
a three-day tour match against
Leicestershire on April 21,
after some of them signed
deals to appear in the IPL
However, with the first Test
scheduled at Lord's from May
6, a window has opened up for
the players to turn out for their
respective franchises in the
 tournament being played in
South Africa from April 18-
May 24.

One of the complaints
which the players raised in
their recent dispute with the
West Indies Cricket Board
(WICB) was the ruling body's
unilateral decision to stage the
tour which was organised last
October without their consul-
tation and would be contested
indirect conflict with the IPL.

The series was arranged
bilaterally between the WICB
and the ECB, following the
withdrawal of Sri Lanka --
whose players demanded that
they be allowed to play in the
IPL.

Buchanan
votes for
Flower

CRICINFO, undated

John Buchanan has added his
voice to the chorus of those
backing Andy Flower for the
England coaching position.
Buchanan, who was himself
approached to take on the role
by the England and Wales
Cricket Board's (ECB) head-
hunting firm, suggested
Flower's inside knowledge of
England's personnel and
structures would ensure a
smoother transition in an
Ashesyear.

"Obviously Andy Flower,
who is currently doing the job
and was assistant coach prior
to previous coach leaving, has
a good insight into how the
team operates and the sort of
dynamic he would like, and
therefore the sort of structure
and people he would like
around him," Buchanan told
Cricinfo's Switch Hit podcast.
‘I guess he would have the
inside running. As I've read,
there seem to be some very
good candidates and that's a
very important thing in terms
of making the final selection.
But probably even more
important than the right
person is getting the right
structure in and around the
team."

Did U Know?

Andrew Flintofl recorded his best
performance in the fifth and final one-
day international against West Indies
on Friday and became the third
England player to take a hattrick,

LOCAL SNIPPETS

SPORTS REPORTER

Children Academy and Vigarunnissa Noon
School retained their respective boys and girls'
titles of the Europa School Volleyball
Tournament winning the final matches at the
DhakaVolleyball Stadium yesterday.

In the boys' section final, Children Academy
beat BIT in straight 2-0 sets -- 25-23, 25-22
points -- while Vigarunnissa Noon School
defeated Green Herald, also by 2-0 sets -- 25-10,
25-14 points -- in the girls' section.

Earlier, in the place-deciding match,
Baridhara Rajuk School finished third in the
boys' section of the tournament with a 2-0 sets
win over South Bridge School -- 25-13, 25-10 --
atthe same venue.

DIVIIHOCKEY

Rayer Bazar AC registered their fourth consecu-
tive victory in a Super League match of the
Green Delta Metropolis Second Division
Hockey beating Udity Club 3-0 at the Maulana
Bhasani National Hockey Stadium.

By virtue of the day's win, Rayer Bazar
retained the top slotwith full 12 points.

After a barren first-half, Hasan Ali,
Rakibuddin and Shahid Hasan scored one goal
each for the winners, first two from penalty
corners while thelastone was afield goal.

In the day's other match, Shantinagar Club
snatched an important point from Raktim
Sanghainagoalless affairat the same venue.

Raktim Sangha have bagged four points
from four Super League outings while
Shantinagar opened their account with the
day'slone point, playing three matches.

DIVIII CRICKET
Dhaka Royal Cricketers notched a massive 196-

run win against Dilkusha SC in a match of the
Third Division Cricket League at the Uttara
Friends Club ground.

Sent into bat, Royal Cricketers amassed 301
all out in 39.4 overs with Anisul contributing 81
off 55 balls. Noor-e-Alam grabbed six wickets
for 77 runs.

In reply, Dilkusha SC were all out for 105 in
28.2 overs with Tipu scoring 62 runs. Abul
claimed five wickets for 31 runs.

In other matches, Gulshan Youth Club (183
for 9) defeated Bodyline CCS (164 all out) by 19
runs at the City Club Ground while
Kamrangirchar SC (211 all out) overpowered
Udity Club (193 all out) by 18 runs at the
Dhanmondi Club Ground.

NATIONALHANDBALL
Chapainawabganjemerged "Ka" zone champi-
ons in the 19th National Men's Handball
Championship beating Bogra 19-3 in the final
atthe Rangpur Stadium.

Thewinnersled the first-half10-2.

Anf of Chapainawabganj was adjudged the
player-of-the-match.

Shamsul Alam, additional deputy commis-
sioner of Rangpur, was the chief guest on the
occasion and distributed the prizes.

NATIONAL CYCLING
'he NCC Bank 3rd National Cycling
Competition, organised by Bangladesh Cycling
Federation, will begins tomorrow in Kurigram.
Fourteen District Sports Associations and
sixorganisations will compete in the meet.
Rajshahai Divisional Commissioner Hafizur
Rahman Bhuiyan will inaugurate the three-day
meet as chief guest while Cycling Federation
vice president Ekramuzzaman Chowdhury will
be presentas special guest.

Key interest for T20
WC captaincy

KYY) Cricket

TS L R e b A M I o A N e T O N

CRICINFO, undated

Kent captain Robert Key has expressed his
interest in leading England for the World
Iwenty20, after Andrew Strauss was left out of
the squad of 30 for the tournament in June.
Kent were beaten finalists in last year's domes-
tic Twenty20 Cup under Key's leadership, and
the 29-year-old sees himself as one of several
plausible candidates tolead the country.

‘Isuppose if you look at the squad there is a
few of us with captaincy experience, but there
are a few things to put right before we get to
that,” Key told Sky Sports News. "We need to get
a coach in and then see who's in the final 15. It
would be an unbelievable job [to be captain] --
but there are a few who could do it." Key, who
has played 15 Tests and five ODIs for England, is
yetto feature in a Twenty20 international.

While Dimitri Mascarenhas and Andrew
Flintoff are also among the players in the run-
ning to lead England, the selectors have
decided against naming a captain as they feel it
is more important to review the tour of the West
Indies. "There are loads of options for us to go

down, Andrew [Flintoff] is one of them,"
England selector Geoff Miller said. "But he is
not particularly comfortable with the Twenty20
game, sowe have had to look elsewhere.

"We would have liked the option, but the
option is not there -- we made the decision and
will stand by that decision. When the team
director is in place he will discuss it with the
other selectors, and a decision on the captain
willbe made before May 1."

Kevin Pietersen's name may also be thrown
up during the discussions, although the former
captain has previously insisted he would not
accept the job. Strauss, who will carry on lead-
ing the Test and one-day sides, was left out
following months of discussions that started
well before his match-winning 79 against West
Indies in the fourth ODI in Barbados last week,
which set up England's first one-day series win
in the Caribbean.

Strauss, 32, was only appointed as one-day
captain on a temporary basis for the West Indies
tour but is set to continue in that role, while
sitting out the Twenty20 matches. "It's not his
preferred format of the game," ECB's managing
director Hugh Morris said. "There have been a
number of discussions about this formatand the
captaincy. [twasverymuch a joint decision.”

India end long wait

FROM PAGE 17

‘I did not think that 450 to 500
would have been an ideal
scoretodeclare.”

India's charge towards
victory on Tuesday was led by
offspinning star Harbhajan
Singh, who took the prize
wicket of New Zealand cen-
tury maker Ross Taylor on his
way toahaul of four for59.

Sachin Tendulkar is known
as the "Little Master" for his
batting, but he showed he also
knows a few things about
bowling by taking two for 45
with his trickyleg-spinners.

Taylor's dismissal for 107
signalled a mini-collapse that
saw New Zealand slump from
226 for four to 253 for seven in
the space of eight overs before
Iuncl?.

With all-rounder James
Franklin, Taylor had provided a
ray of hope for the scattering of
New Zealand fans who braved
gale force winds at the Basin
Reserve during the morning.

The pair had puton 142 runs
for the fifth wicket after coming
together on Monday afternoon,
when New Zealand were at risk
ofcollapse at 84 forfour.

Taylor's defiant fourth Test
century was brought to an end
when he was bowled by a

beautifully flighted straight
ball from Harbhajan.

His 165 ball innings lasting
261 minutes included 16
boundaries, as he mixed
watchfulness with a willing-
nessto attack the loose ball.

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard on the fifth
day of the third and final Test
between New Zealand and
India at the Basin Reserve in
Wellington onTuesday:
INDIA: First innings 379
(Tendulkar 62, Harbhajan 60,
Dhoni 52; Martin 4-98,
O'Brien 2-89).

NEW ZEALAND: First innings
197 (Taylor 42, Mcintosh 32;
Zaheer 5-65, Harbhajan 3-43)
INDIA: Second innings 434 for
7 declared (Gambhir 167,
Dravid 60, Laxman 61, Dhoni
56 notout; Martin 3-70)

NEW ZEALAND: Second
innings (overnight 167 for 4)
Mcintosh ¢ Dravid b Zaheer 4

Guptilllbwb Harbhajan 49
Flynnb Zaheer 10
Taylor b Harbajhan 107

Ryderc Dravid b Harbhajan 0
FranklinlbwbTendulkar 49
McCullum ¢ Dravid b Tendulkar b
Vettorinotout 15
Southee ¢ Dhoni B Harbhajan 3
O'Briennotout 19

Extras: (b-10, Ib-2, w-1, nb-6) 19
Total: (For 8 wktsin94 3overs) 281
To bat: Chris Martin

Fall of wickets; 1-30, 2-54, 3-
84, 4-84, 5-226, 6-244, 7-253,
8-258.

Bowler OM_. R W
Zaheer 193 ° 6eaDit 2
Patel 13 4 2R
Sharma 12 T2 ehi(
Harbhajan 33 8 59 4
Yuvraj B R )
Sehwag il e T
Tendulkar 9 0 45 2

Result: Match drawn and
India clinched three-match
series 1-0,
Man-of-the-match: Gautam
Gambhir.

India remain

FROM PAGE 17

Wellington, New Zealand had
its back against the wall strug-
gling at 281-8 after India had
set the home team an unlikely
target of 617 runs to win.

If India could have forced a
win it would have givenita2-0
series triumph and helped it
retain its pre-series 118 ratings
points, just one behind the
second-placed Proteas, and 10
behind leaders Australia.

News agencies
to boycott IPL

CRICINFO, undated

Major international news
agencies would not be cover-
ing this year's Indian Premier
League (IPL) because they are
unhappy with the tourna-
ment's media guidelines.

They had boycotted the
previous year's IPL for the
same reason.

The News Media Coalition,
the umbrella body that com-
prises global news and photo-
grac!:h agencies Reuters, AP AFP
and Getty Images, has failed to
getthe tournament's organisers
toamend the conditions.

Lalit Modi, the IPL chair-
man, refused to change rules
which barred the distribution
of photographs and news to
cricket-specific websites. The
IPL has an exclusive agree-
ment to supply news and
photos about the Twenty20
tournament to one website,

"We can'tallow the sponsor
of a newsworthy event to
specify where news gets dis-
tributed,” Dave Tomlin, the
AP's associate general coun-
sel, said. "This is a case in
which a sports association is
now in the information busi-
ness too and is trying to carve
out an exclusive segment of
the news market as its owrr to
exploit. It'swrong."

Last year, besides agencies,
news channels in India had
also threatened a boycott over
the constraints laid down by
the IPL before agreeing to
cover it after the tournament's
organisers acceded to their
main demands.

Ponting asks
batters to lift

CRICINFO, undated

Ricky Ponting has called for
greater consistency from his
batsmen ahead of Thursday's
crucial encounter against
South Africa in Cape Town. The
hosts levelled the series 1-1 in
Centurion on Sunday when the
visiting top-order collapsed,
but Ponting has rejected the
need foraplayerrevamp.

"We don't need wholesale
changes,” Ponting told AAP
"We need to get those guys to
play a little bit better. I'm in
exactly the same boat. It's a
while since I've made a hun-
dred in one-day cricket so I've
gotto really knuckle down and
get stuck in as well and make a
bigscore.”

Ponting fell for8 in Sunday’s
seven-wicket loss as Australia
were dismissed for 131 in the
41st over. "Batting in the top
order in one-day cricket is all
about making big scores and
taking the responsibility upon
yourselftodo that," he said.

"Michael Clarke's had
success there, Brad Haddin
has been very good and I've
been in the No. 3 position for a
long time. We need to get a lot
more consistency out of us for
theremainder of this series."

He expected some changes
for the series against Pakistan
that follows the current con-
test. "Shaun Marsh and proba-
bly Andrew Symonds are
going to come back in and
thosesorts of guys," he said.

"But we've got the squad
we've got here now. It's about
us playing better than we did
lon Sunday]." The winner of
the five-game series will take
the No. 1 one-dayranking.

Nazrul Shikka
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While replying, an opening
stand of 64 between skipper
Sayeed Hossain and opener
Anwar Hossain took Kabi
Nazrul to an impregnable
position. But the winners still
got a real scare when nine
wickets fell in a matter of 50
runs. But, the victors finally
gasped to their target of 134
with just two balls to spare.

Sayeed made 34 off 84 balls
that contained four boundaries
while Anwar added 31 off 69
balls that sawone fourand a six.

Minhaj Uddin Rubel of
Railway was adjudged man-
of-the-tournament and bats-
man-of-the-tournament with
445 runs from eight matches
and Abdul Latif Ratul of
Chagalniya Pilot High School,
Feni became the bowler-of-
the-tournament with 25 wick-
ets from 6 matches.

Sandeep Mukherjee, head
of human resources of
Standard Chartered Bank, was
present during the occasion as
the chief guest.

A total of 464 schools from
64 districts and Dhaka Metro
participated in this year's
school competition which
started on February 7 across
the country.

BRIEF SCORE
RAILWAY HOSPITAL
COLONY: 133 in 49.5 overs
(Jewel 24, Abrar 13, Ibrahim
12, Arafatul 10, Enamul 20 not
out, extras 11; Rajon 3-24,
Ashik3-18, Shahinur2-11)
KABI NAZRUL: 134-9 in 49.4
overs (Sayeed 34, Anwar 32,
Shahinur 14, Rajon 13 not out,
extras 21; Enamul 3-23,
Ibrahim 2-20)

Result: Kabi Nazrul won by
onewicket.

Australia favourites

England do know what it is like to win the World
Cup on Australian soil and they have had the
measure of their oldest enemy in recent times.

Unfortunately for Andrew Strauss's side, the
form of England's women's team is unlikely to
be transferred to their male counterparts in time
forthe Ashes later this year.

The exit of champlon bowlers Glenn
McGrath and Shane Warne, who bowed out of
Test cricket after Australia's 5-0 thrashing of
England In the 2006/07 Ashes gave 'the Poms'
hope as did South Africa's recent series win in
Australia.

But what was overlooked, perhaps wilfully by
some England fans, was how immense were the
performances from the likes of J-P Duminy and
Dale Steyn that secured victory for the Proteas.

The old joke that beating Australia is easy, all
it needs is for someone to have the game of their
life, may notbe as true as it once was but England
are certainly going to have to raise their game.

Australia did that by winning this year's
return series in South Africa. Worse still for
England, that series marked the emergence of
Australia left-arm quick Mitchell Johnson as a
talented all-rounder.

Defeating Australia in a Test campaign is the
prize England value above all others -- and
therein lies partof their problem.

England's 2-1 series triumph on home soil in
2005 -- their first Ashes triumph in nine series
over Australia -- came on the back of several
years of consistent success.

However, itwas said that England reacted as if
they'd won the series 4-1 and Australia as if
they'dlostit4-1.

For England, all other Tests began to be
viewed as 'warm-ups' for the Ashes, an attitude
that may have contributed to their recent series
loss in the Caribbean to a West Indies side that
had been in dire straits,

While Ricky Ponting remains Australia cap-
tain, England have had their off-season over-
shadowed by a row between Kevin Pietersen and
Peter Moores which cost the South Africa-born

@he Enﬂu SBtar T
!
|
:
I

batsman the leadership of his adopted
and the coach his job. e I

Andy Flower has been put in temporary =
71

charge as England coach and now seems
get the job permanently if only to avoid further
upheaval.

But England's biggest problem is their inabij]-
ity against decent opposition to take the 29

The wayward Stephen Harmison is currently
out of the side while not since 2005 has star alj-

rounder Andrew Flintoff taken five wickets or

scored a century in a Test innings.

England have also neutered the effect of
home advantage by deciding against hosting an
Ashes Test at either Trent Bridge, a ground where
conditions assist swing bowling, or at spin-
friendly Old Trafford.

So the likes of young Australia opener Phillip
Hughes may not have their techniques exposed
to the swinging ball, one of the traditional chal-
lenges of playing in England, although the New
SouthWelshman has done his best to prepare by
signing an early season contract with county
side Middlesex

Specialist slow bowling, in the shape of
Graeme Swann and Monty Panesar, is one area
where England can claim a clear advantage over
an Australia side where leg-spinner Bryce
McGain was savaged by South Africa to the tune
ofnoughtfor 149 on his Test debut last month.

Injuries (England’s wins in the 2005 Ashes
came when McGrath was unfit), loss of form and
confused selection could all yet come to
England'said.

And for all their bowling concerns, they will --
especially if Pietersen is in form -- fancy their
chances of making good totals even if uncer-
tainty, with ex-captain Michael Vaughan pres-
ently out of the team, surrounds the identity of
theirNo3.

Since 2005, England have not won the first
Testinanyoftheir 14 series, losing half.

The first Test of this Ashes will be played at the
new Test venue of Cardiff, where the chief execu-
tive and groundsman have both resigned ahead
ofthe new English season.

Then again England lost the first Test of the
2005 Ashes at Lord's so a new location may do
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wickets needed to win a Test match. |
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them some good.

'Fergie scared of L'pool'

Ko ¥ Football

AFP, Liverpool

Rafael Benitez has launched
another attack on Sir Alex
Ferguson after claiming on
Tuesday that the Manchester
United manager is running
scared of Liverpool.

As the race for the Premier
League and Champions
League enters a crucial phase,
Liverpool manager Benitez
accused his rival here on
Tuesday of "talking too much”
before adding: "I just think he
is alittle bit scared."

It is the second time this
season that Benitez has had a
dig at Ferguson, whose United
side now have a one-point
lead at the top of the Premier
League over the Merseysiders.

Back in January, Benitez
accused the United manager
of playing mind games, saying

Ferguson "complained about
everything”.

Now, on the eve of
Liverpool's Champions
League quarter-final first leg
tie against English rivals
Chelsea at Anfield, Benitez has
had another go at the veteran
Scottish boss.

"He likes to talk too much
about the others teams,” said
Benitez. "I don't play mind
games. I just think he is a little
bitscared.”

Ferguson did his best to up
the ante ahead of this tie by
saying, after United's dra-
matic 3-2 win over Aston Villa
last weekend, that whoever
won the Champions League
clash between Liverpool and
Chelsea, who are four points
off the top of the English table,
would be the champions’
closest challengers for their
Premier Leaguetitle.

‘If we continue in this
competition (Champions
League) he might think we are

Barca start favourites

FROM PAGE 20

seven goals (along with
Liverpool's Steven Gerrard)
while Barca's Argentine Messi
1S on six.

Bayern beat Barca 2-1 at
Camp Nou back in the 1999
group stage, but the venue
also holds painful memories
as that year in the dying min-
utes of the final, Manchester
United grabbed two late goals
toseal afamous 2-1 win.

Bayern were hammered 5-
1 by domestic title rivals VIL
Wolfsburg at the weekend to
fall three points behind the
leagueleaders.

Coach Jurgen Klinsmann
wants a reaction from his side
but admits Munich begin the
tie as underdogs.

"This defeat hurts, also in
view of the game in Barcelona,"
admitted Klinsmann.

"This is an opportunity to
test ourselves against the best
team in Europe at the
moment,” he said.

For Bayern captain Marc

van Bommel, 31, it is an emo-
tional return to Barca and he
may feel he has a point to prove
after lasting just one unsuc-
cessful season with the club.

Barca defeated Valladolid
1-0 to stay six points clear of
Real Madrid at the top of the
Spanish table and coach
Guardiola called for a good
turn out at Camp Nou - the
largeststadium in Europe with
acapacity of around 98,700.

"We need a full house on
Wednesday with not one
empty seat,” said Guardiola.
"We hope that the fans flock to
the stadium to help us. We
need them to back us now
more than ever.”

Barca often struggle to fill
their giant arena but their
scintillating football this
season has increased the
numbers coming through the
turnstiles.

The second leg of the quar-
ter-final is in Munich on April 14
with the winner facing the victor
of the Liverpool-Chelsea tie.

tired,” Benitez told reporters
at Anfield.

"But if we are not in this
competition he knows we will
beathreat and if Chelseais not
in the competition, Chelsea
willbe a threat.

"He will lose anyway," the
Spaniard added.

Benitez continued: "He
(Ferguson) was talking about
us again. [ want to clarify that
it doesn't matter if we lose or
Chelsealose.

Benitez's outburst over-
shadowed the build-up to
Liverpool's European clash
with Chelsea, the team who
knocked them out at the semi-
final stage last season.

Dhoni thanks

FROM PAGE 17

see the way he has bowled,
whether the wicket is helping
himornot.”

But Dhoni said the whole
teamn deserved the credit for
thelong-awaited series win.

"It was a very good team
effort. The batsmen and the
bowlers contributed when it
was needed from them.

"I think the overall effort by
the bowlers was great.”

He also praised the work of
the lower-order batsmen, who
were instrumental, particu-
larly inWellington where India
were 204 for six in their first
innings before a late rush of
runs took them to 379.

"The lower-order contribu-
tion was very important
because that really takes the
morale of the team up, and
whenever it was needed from
them, the lower order really
contributed.”

BFE Nokia
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now interested to make a full
deal forone year.

It was learnt that the deal
was all but finalised and both
parties will penitsoon.

The sponsors are showing
great interest in football here
after the Salahuddin-led com-
mittee's d success in the
big-spending Super Cup which
was sponsored by Citycell.
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