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Bangladesh among 23

nations under €1b EU
food facility scheme

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh will be one of 23 developing coun-
tries expected to benefit from the first phase of
European Commission's (EC) €1-billion food
facility programme.

Besides, the EC adopted a €314-million pack-
age projects to support agriculture and improve
fmdser:uritysimutiuninz;idtwlupilmmunme&

“Europe has already made humanitarian
rmponsmmpnﬂnﬂiugfmximsisl}uuuglwnmr}:unw
aid. The Food Facility' is the devel opmentresponse -
€1 billion over three years -- to petagriculture back on
its feet," said Louis Michel, the Development and
HumanitarianAid commissioner

This will be the first financing decision in the
€l-billion Food Facility framework adopted at
the end of 2008 as a response to food security
problems faced by many developing countries.

The Commission's financing decision will also
benefit Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Myanmar,
Burundi, Central African Republic, DR Congo,
Cuba, Entrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea Bissau,
Haiti, Honduras, Kenya, Liberia, Mali,
Mozambique, the Philippines, Pakistan, Palestine,
Sierra Leone and Zimbabwe.

Addressing the period in-between emergency
aid and medium - to long-term development
Cooperation, the Food Facility will operate for a
three-year-period (2009-2011).

Three types of activities will be supported are:
a) measures to improve access to agricultural
inputs like fertilisers and seeds and services like
vets and advisers; b) small-scale measures aim-
ing at increasing agricultural production like
micro credit, rural infrastructure, training and
support to professional groups in agricultural
sector; and c) safety net measures, allowing for
soclal transfers to vulnerable population groups,
often in the form of labour-intensive public
works (roads, irrigation projects etc).

The Commission has also agreed to an overall
plan for the use of the entire facility amount,
targeting atotal of 50 developing countries.

"Over the months ahead, we must not forget
the impact of the financial crisis and economic
downturn on developing countries -- this is only
now becoming clear and could be much worse
than expected. Europeis quite rightly focused on
recovery plans for our own economy. That
should not in any way diminish our commit-
ment to developing countries - as one of the
decisions made today clearly shows," Michel
said.

On December 18 last year, the European
Parliament and the Council adopted a regula-
tion establishing the €1-billion Food Facility as
the main EU response to the worsening global
food security situation in 2007/08,

Irapped by nexus of brokers

FROM PAGE 1

medical tests within one month of arrival and
then the employer secures work permits for
them. These 21 workers paid their agents RM 200
thrice for medical tests but the tests were never
done. Besides, Motijheel Management SDN,
which hired these workers, kept their passports.

Malaysia introduced outsourcing of hiring
workers and employing them at companies on
contract in 2006. However, there are several
hundred registered companies that do not have
any capacity to recruit workers at all. These
companies are supposed to arrange minimum
pay, food and shelter for the workers even if
thereare nojobs.

But, in the absence of monitoring, these
companies hired too many workers and ulti-
mately failed to find jobs for them. They then
started selling workers to brokers who supply
them to other companies with alittle orno pay.

Moniruzzaman said, "As we did not have
work permits we came to the high commission
hoping to get back our passports. We informed
the officials here of our situation more than a
monthago, butnothing has happened so far

"Liton of recruiting agency Hirak Barnali in
Dhaka said-we have to pay RM 1,300 each to get -
back our passports and RM 3,000 to return home
in case we do not get back passports. But where
will we get the money?" said the hapless youth
who had spentTk2.3lakh to go to Malaysia.

Jahangir Mollah, 40, of Faridpur, is one of 29
workers who have been in Malaysia for around
18 months. He was, however, employed for just
three months. Maps Vision, a company that
does not have the capacity to recruit workers at

all, hired these workers and supplied them to
another company named Pilot.

'In the contract form, my basic salary was
RM 30 a day, but I was paid RM 25," said
Jahangir who spent Tk 2.10 lakh to go to
Malaysia. "When we wanted our salary, some
Tamilmen beatusup,” he said.

After getting back passports they sought the
high commission's assistance in getting jobs,
but they did not get any job and their work
permits expired.

“I'then brought Tk 55,000 from home...I spent
RM 1,800 to renew my work permit without any
result,” he said. "My wife and children are having
hardship back home. I cannot send home any
money. Police also raid regularly. Who will getme
released ifam arrested?" he added.

Talking to The Daily Star, Florida
Sandanasamy, lawyer of human rights organi-
sation Tenaganita in Kuala Lumpur, said they
filed thousands of cases with the labour court
and police. "Whatever money the workers earn
in rightful ways is shared as commission to the
outsourcing companies and agents. Also,
employers keep passports and give those back

forbigamounts,” Sandanasamysaid.

When work permits are not renewed, the
immigration gives a worker a special pass for
three months, but the worker has to payRM 100
d month, she said. "Ironically, workers with
special pass are not allowed to work...How is a
worker going to pay that RM 100 a month? And
where do they go at a place far from their fami-
lies?" she said.
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Lankan troops

kill 420 rebels in
3-day battles

AP, Colombo

Sri Lankan forces have killed
420 Tamil Tigers in the last three
days and pushed the rebels
back into a "no-fire" zone set
up to protect civilians trapped
in the fighting, the military said
yesterday.

Government troops cap-
tured the entire Puthukku-
diyiruppu area, the last rebel
stronghold on the edge of the
safety zone in the last pocket
of land in the island's war-
ravaged north, military
spokesman Brig. Udaya
Nanayakkara said.

He said the Tamil Tigers
are now confined to the "no-
fire" zone in a narrow strip of
land along a beach in north-
eastern Sri Lanka.

Government forces have
been saying for months they
are in a final push to defeat
the rebels the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam and
end 25 years of civil war, after
a string of major victories in
which the rebel administra-
tive capital and main bases
were captured.

A military statement said
the rebels are "now facing a
total annihilation as the
soldiers are engaged in a
man-to-man combat against
them in the last terror
pocket.”

The military does not give
figures for its own casualties,
and accounts of battles can-

not be verified because inde-
pendent journalists are
barred from the war zone.

The "no-fire" zone was
declared earlier this year by
the government as a place for
tens of thousands of civilians
trapped by the fighting to £O0.
The small strip of coastal land
measures just 7.7 square
miles (20 square kilometres).

The military and aid
organisations have already
accused the rebels of firing
artillery shells from the "no-
fire" zone and holding the
civilians there as human
shields. The rebels have
denied the charges.

The United Nations and
aid and rights groups have
expressed serious concern
about the civilians caught in
the fighting,

The UN says an estimated
150,000 to 190,000 people are
trapped, resulting in dozens
of deaths each day. But the
government says more than
23,000 civilians escaped last
month and 30,000 to 40,000
still remain,

The Tamil Tiger rebels
have fought since 1983 to
create an independent home-
land for ethnic minority
Tamils, who have faced
decades of marginalisation
by successive governments
controlled by ethnic
Sinhalese. More than 70,000
people have been killed in the
violence.,

Re-election

FROM PAGE 1

polls there just now, the
Election Commission (EC)
said.

The EC utged the country's
distinguished personalities
particularly the members of
parliament (MPs) not to visit
the upazilas concerned to
keep the local elections free
fromanyinfluence.

"It will be good for all if the
distinguished people, espe
cially the MPs, do not visit the
election areas," Election
Commissioner Brig Gen (retd)
M Sakhawat Hossain told
reporters at the EC secretariat
yesterday afternoon.

"We hope, they (MPs) will
not create any embarrassing
situation by visiting the (poll-
ing) areas," Sakhawat said.

The election commissioner
said that they (EC) have taken
all-out preparations to hold
the upazila elections in a free
and fair manner. "We hope the
polls will be free and fair.”

He said, "We don't want the
repetition of the causes for
which the January 22 (upazila)
electionshadtobe postponed.”

The judicial magistrates

the commission has decided
to hold the election to Ukhia
upazila later as the law and
order situation is not condu-
cive for holding the polls in
this upazila.

The election, he said, was
postponed in Ukhia as one
candidate, who lost his candi-
dature dueto loan default, had
hijacked the ballot boxes and
beatsome election officials,

"The court's clearance is
required for holding the polls
there," Sakhawat said, adding
that the commission would
decide to hold polls in Ukhia
considering all things condu-
cive for the elections.

Asked about the allegations
and irregularities found in
some 16 upazilas where the
elections were held on January
22, he said the judicial investi-
gations have been going on in
those upazilas,

"The independent inquiry
is being carried out there. If
anyone tries to influence the
investigations in any place,
the elections would be
cancelled and re-election
would be held," he warned.
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Spaceship plans

BBC, Online

wants the future developer to
evaluate the possibility of

around 2018, the Soyuz family
will have logged more than half

The Russian space agency s sending the ship into high- acenturyinservice.
éxpected to unvell develop- inclination orbits extending In recent years, Russia and
ment plans for a next- towards Earth's poles, usually Europe didlook at the possibil-

generation manned spacecraft
today.

Roscosmos should name
the ship's prime developer,
which has competed to win
government funds for the
project,

The proposed new space-
craft should enter into service

frequented by Earth-
observation and spy satellites.
While in Earth's orbit, the
new spacecraft would have to
be able to fly 30-day-long
autonomous missions; or stay
no less than a year in space
when it is docked to the

ity of developing the next-
generation vehicle together,
but the two parties could not
agree on the work share.
Europe will now separately
pursue the possibility of
upgrading its robotic ATV

space freighter to a manned
ship, but still using some

sometime towards the end of Inu:matinpnl Space Staliun: °f  Russian technology.
the next decade. to a possible future Russian

It will replace the venerable $Pace station. (Currently, POWERFULLAUNCHER
three-seat Soyuz capsule, S0yuz spacecraft, which serve As reported by BBC News last

which has carried Russian
cosmonauts into orbit for more
than fourdecades.

Although Roscosmos has
remained tight-lipped about
the upcoming presentation,
the agency has quietly released
its requirements for a future
manned (ransport system to
the Russian space industry.

Ir: doing so, the agency has
shed some light on the ship's
likely design and its possible
missions.

The spacecraft, currently
known only by the Russian
abbreviation PPTS, for

as "lifeboats" for the
International Space Station,
have to be replaced roughly
every six months due to poten-
tial deterioration of some of
their systems, such as batteries
and propellant),

MARTIAN POSSIBILITIES

In addition to docking to the
station, the spacecraft would
have to be able 10 conduct
servicing of unmanned vehi-
cles in space and even remove
pieces of space junk from their
orbits, as well as conduct
unspecified military tasks.

month, Roscosmos has
already completed a tender
for the new rocket that would
carry the future manned
vehicles into space.

Although the agency has
delayed the announcement of
the winner until at least 6
April, many unofficial sources
in Russia maintain that TsSKB
Progress, based in Samara, will
lead the development of the
new rocket.

3 held with

Prospective Piloted Transport  Thelunarversion of the ship snake venom
dystem, would be able to reach  Would be capable of flying no €
low-Earthorbitorto enterorbjt  1ess than 200 days in space STAFF CORRESPONDENT
around the Moon. when docked to a space station

SEVERALCONFIGURATIONS inorbitaround the Moon. Rapid Action Bartalion (Rab)

The Earth-orbiting version of
the ship would have a mass of
12 tonnes, carry a crew of six.
alongwith noless than 500kg of
cargo; while its "lunar cousin®
would weigh 16.5 tonnes, have
four seats and be capable of
delivering and bringing back
100kg of cargo.

The unmanned cargo
version of the vehicle would be
required to carry no less than
2,000kg to Earth orbit, and
returnatleast 500kg back to the
planet's surface.

Roscosmos has reserved the
option of making the crew
module of the spacecraft reus-
able, reckoning that a cone-
shaped capsule could fly up to
10 missions during its 15-year
lifespan.

In providing the technical
specifications for the new
Spacecraft, the dgency has also
given a glimpse of its vision for
the future of the Russian space
programme.

Although the most capable
version of the ship is meant to
support expeditions to the
Moon, "intermediate” config-
uratons are intended for a
variety ofothertasks.

For example, the agency

A number of Russian
reports have described recent
studies looking at the possibil-
ity of a lunar orbital station,
LOS. Such an outpost would
also serve as a hub for lunar
modulés, which would deliver
crews from lunar orbit to the
surface ofthe Moon.

The 200-day mission
requirement probably pro-
vides some hint about Russian
plans to eventually build a
permanently occupied lunar
outpost, similar to Nasa's lunar
base developed under its
Constellation programme.

In a recent interview with
the ITAR-TASS news agency,
Aleksei Krasnov, the head of the
manned space flight director-
ate at Roscosmos, said that the
future spacecraft could serve as
the "core” technology for a
future Martian mission,. ., “n

This apparenfly referred to
the role that the vehicle might
play as a delivery and return
craft for the large complex that
would be needed to raise a
manned assault on the Red
Planet.

By the time the new Russian
spacecraft could enter service

personnel recovered three
pounds of snake venom and
arrested three people in this
connection at a hotel in the

The arrestees were
Mominur Rahman, Mehdi
Parvez Robin and Mahfuzur
Rahman.

A Rab-10 team led by Flight
Lieutenant Humayun Kabir, in
the guise of venom dealers,
went to Hotel Super Star and
arrested the three with the
venom worth around Tk 4
crore, sources said.

Earlier, Rab infiltrated the
gangplacingamole and he set
4 meeting at the hotel to buy
venom. Accordingly, the
sellers appeared at the hotel
with the venom, Rab sources
added.

They took the arrestees to

.' »ﬂwﬁﬁab'lﬂnﬁﬁ%@r .

interrogation.

During primary interroga-
ton, the arrestees said they
collected the venom from
Nilphamari a week ago, Rab
sources added.

The sources said venoms
are used as raw materials for

different medicines.

city's Karwan Bazar last night.
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Memo No. Sher/P|U/2009/71

District: Sherpur

Office of the Sherpur Pourashava
Urban Governance and Infrastructure Improvement Project (UGIIP)

Date: 01.04.09

Invitation for Tender (Works)
Tender Notice Number. 07/2008-09

1. Sealed tender are hereby invited from the eligible

undermentioned works as per terms and conditions stated below.

lenderers as defined in the tender documents for the

have already been appointed The election commissioner Package Name of works Tender . | Timefor | Price of tender i
. for the election areas and they urged all people concerned to No. security completion |  documents
were asked to carrying their cooperate with the mvesngg- (Tk) (days) (Tk))
9 F-038.0.0/95¢ duties in coordination with tion teams to complete their PR-03: Construction of BC Road from Dhakalhat l
| TEMTT CIGITRITT THAE 9% (2retas @At fafims () I8 fary affs o9 e the district level officials, Inquiries in time as the com- Abdul Rice Mill to Sheikh Hati Harun House |
o o AT A Tifraria e 2re WAI3 ST T4 TS Sakhawat said, mission had found th:':t some Including road side drain, 0.610Km. |
EWR | T AT 9 @S | 03-00-300838 SN | 07 e Frsrre arrer ¢ wfsme Replying to a question, the quarters are creating impedi- PR-12: Re-construction of BC Road from *
oz . election commissioner said mentsinsome places. Dhakalhati Chiku Mollah Rice Mill to box culvert |
et e : near Shanto House at Dhakalhati, 0.450Km. 35.000.00 180 5000.00 .
o) | 7T A (e | wo A< S | o¢ (775) fB fifers fram aww agdfirs : £:35,000. ‘ ,
4) af ABATT2 frot 2.08- PR-13: Re-construction of BC Road from Sheikh |
A e B L L L L bl R | SHP-02R | Hati Primary School towards Kamaria Fashore's |
o3¢ x9-b,09¢-3f2 O O IS a1 afR  faEm ’ House, 0.705Km. |
U X-33-39,080/- ACIETR A Sk | MD-02: Construction of drain from Dhakalhat
! il WA o8 (s1a) awm DIF]-(TR1-2-39-3545, TOYOTA CAR SALOON! Graveyard to Rahim Rice Mill (remaining portion of l
L Al AT (AH)-9 MODEL-1999 sitS < 5o o/ @9 fowwm & MD-1 of Phase-1), 0.090Km. | _
et oot wwat 61 @ wea | F9Z (FOma 30 0o Hadw wzarm =9 qITee | It PR-14: f?ehazﬂ*fltgﬁon 3n::l rapanr”zédsal;]a%dﬁ Buibul
PR (RRAfES) | | | e it g ¢% e T (e TA19T) (RN SR S 51?10";)1050'('“; s o
RLRUCLIECY AT IJRF (WF (A-WERR TG a1 re 23 | T 71} , T _
I e a2 o I 93 «f PR-15: Rehabilitation and repair of Truck Stand
‘b Al AP 5”-0‘3#?’\' S frm 8.00 B Al IR kg™ road (from Civil Surgeon Office to Nawhata Mour
03 | wF 18I A e ey (%) 13, () fere1/4rdia =rs, () qrem am, (3) 3591 o, ( 8) S 5T «feA f8 FHW CETE R @ity s fa 308- [ Via Dhakalhatj, 2.78Km.
73 = (feafrs rﬁ@mﬂ C¥Ca 7t 7 ), (5) o eI, (%) 93-09-300h Wiy awA, d41E IMET | QB , AESICA AN ] TCT | 539 SHP-06R | PR-16: Rehabilitation and repair of road from Goyal | 300.000.00 180 5000.00
(&) ferarre cnorer (#drsm a4, faEr/eN 6 i = S@dde), () wfsas (ufw UITF) gt 10| o2 ufe= 0053 TIfay fares 8.00 D! 4493 ﬁl‘ﬂ fafes Patty Mour to Jamalpur. Bus Stand via Sherpur :
() IS Brpreiorda SITawa 3ars 273 | fatarg e Gt 2ra | 'fwlf AAWTSITE HITA* RITTa q (19) Gowt. College, 1.26Km. | _
o | waITaEa e fagfefers wmaem wite zare L1c At YT (F-SSTrae TN G T AT IR M refersra SD-01: Construction of drain from Dhakalhati Mr.
(%) PreTrs camiren & Sfewrer s mftfers-aa Wl (@i i wted *%e i), e 22, Sem awe Wit WS Eme w9 7@ | e 2 :ﬁﬁaﬂﬁzgﬁr"{'} '50?&?11“3’03' Khandakar
) o2 A ¥4 €78 (200 3To) B RS (7 ﬁ?: AT ICHE e 31 wata Afem ! SD:05: Consinicibn o o from Sweeper Colony
() & Il oo 2t entire e core o (fe) 2t stpmons A= CFTIA AT IR | towards Dhakalhati Mour via Shitalpur, 0.520Km.
(9) ﬁ'rﬂ:i' ﬂf'mf{”ﬂ?:’:ﬁ'rﬂftﬁﬁ. L NGE: ) m alﬁrmm Erﬁ‘ﬁ #ha :ﬂ”ﬁla’q ﬂ!fﬁlhtﬂiﬂ Jq qﬂ 3& ms 3.08- MD-01- COHSUUCﬁOﬂ of drain from Chalkpathak 2‘25{mm 180 Sm{x] ‘_
943 g ity T Ik Aenfire o (7l g et s afaaet sz fim are T SHP-01D | (BOU Bazar) to Poura Eidgah (remaining portion of ,-
AgT) | e faetst MD-1 of Phase-li), 0.529Km. ;
(%) @93 e wfedt oz Tenfrs erdhy “fasuenm vl (M5 «rea) | i R 2Ham 312 fors 2.  Source of funds Uban Governance and Infrastructure Improvement ,
09 | fwmﬁhufmm;mﬁa felaa ot o7t s1efar gt /fefavmers a1 =fivt 2o Toyere A41 ST 3 S, gt Arersem (b3 o), B11-3000 | Project (ADB & GOB funded).

Date, time and place of pre-tender Date: 15™ April, 2009 Time: 11.00am and

o8| @& w0 et fAvd Sl en @t 7%fe wprat | meeting i ;ﬁwms WWEW Eo
ot | feTaral/dv Yfermera smm faoma SIS STERA Ao A STLETSH] AT 4. Last date, time and places of sefling ate: : : ime: ~°°P'"_ |
I AT Fome Ty *4w ava qferae)/Em ot frey/arer g "T‘TW FIET™ JIF1 tender documents Places: Office of the undersigned/The Executive

: , Engineer, LGED, Sherpur/The Deputy Commissioner,
AeFresa wemfirs 2 s 4B 20| 1 repiad wfeves Sherpur/The Superintendent of Police, Shemur/The
oY | T7Erdtn @rdfitad faR Soreen A s avg SHersh frara ey srenfie =i Tfgm sMuersd X2 Project Director, UGIIP, LGED, Dhaka.
S IS T3 | AnAafs, vra 5. Last date, time and places of receiving Date: 29* April, 2009 Time: 2.00pm and

41 TEfa s -raefa et afevr/Arefa mt@mdn @reritcs wfrs aldfre wa=g qemmy
FEATHY 4TI AT AT T4, Q CFTD (RIS (Advance Copy) a2z @1 gta
“l |

ov | IEAdits “aem (e wsATTeTT @S @SR @l ffids” g S
AT/l /iy e/ spandht an1ess @k PPTS 00 (121%) Bra e e @S/t
(wmmm)mmmmq%qﬁaammﬁmﬂmm;

B W B4z 414t Az AT Rra frers 2

50 | @EMME Sy-08-200h Eifared W THEIRAYAT (QHDA), AT e g g
@rsrEa ATl frfabe (arers), =naerem Sreura (W9 =), vo/a-fa, Prosed AT s,
OT21-333 4" farm s Tarfa/eracam /gl mfSem Mo Tarrs o |

3 1 WA= a1 faerey «1a wadra afen a1 o

331 fdea odrmy SOWIRTTR O A1dMATE e erera fBu/few evit T A

tender Places: Office of the undersigned’The Executive

Engineer, LGED, SherpurThe Deputy Commissioner,

Sherpur/The Superintendent of Police. Sherpur.

6.  Date, time and place of opening of Date: 29" April, 2009 Time: 3.00pm and
tender Places: Office of the undersigned.

7. Tender shall be valid for a period of 120 days after bid opening and must be accompanied by the tender
security specified above. Inferested tenderer's may obtain further information from the office of the
undersigned and purchase the tender documents in Cash/T reasury Chalan/Bank Draft from the places
mentioned above. The tenderer's or their authorized representatives are allowed to aitend the opening of
tender. The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning any
reason whatsoever,

8. This invitation for tender is available on the website www lged gov.bd and WWw Cotu.gov.bd
AYM Hasibul Islam .

RS AL-BHE/ADATTS/300y-0N/8 00 eifed: 0d/o8/200a%8
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