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Artist: Aadii Hogue

Rd 18A, Dhanmondi
Date: Apnil 3-10
Time: 12-8pm

Mystic Pagla Kanar’s 199th
birth anniversary ohserved

AZIBOR RAHMAN, /henidah

The 199th birth anniversary of mystic
bard Pagla Kanai was observed on March
4 in Jhenidah in a befitting manner. The
programme was arranged by 'Pagla
Kanai Smriti Shangrakkhan Shangshad’
of Berbari village, Jhenidah. The anniver
sary programme began last Friday.

Mohammad Motahar Hossain, state
minister for education, was present as
chief guest at the opening programine.
Local lawmaker Shafikul Islam; A.H.M
Akhtarul Islam, assistant professor of
English, Kushtia University; Babu Kanak
Kanti Das, Sadar Upazilla chairman;
police superintendent Jahangir Hossain
Matabbar and Rashidul Islam, vice presi-
dent of Jhenidah Sadar were present as
special guests. The programme was
presided over by A K.M. Rafikul Islam,
Deputy Commissioner (DC) of Jhenidah.

Several stalls were set up around the
'Mazaar' (shrine) complex of Pagla
Kanai. Visitors in thousands thronged the
venue. A good number of devotees of
Pagla Kanai showed up to pay tribute to
the legendary mystic. Rinku (of "Close
Up 1" fame) performed a good number of
Baul songs on the occasion.

Pagla Kanai was born in Labutala
Madhabpur village under Jhenidah
district on March 18, 1809 (Falgun 25,
1226 in the Bengali calendar). Kanai was
born to Messer Ali and Momena Khatun.
This year, Kanai's birth anniversary was
celebrated later as the date coincided
with Mubharram, said Ibrahim Hossian,
joint secretary of Pagla Kanai Smriti
Shangrakkhan Shangshad.

Kanai became renowned for his folk
songs. He composed a good number of
devotional songs but many of these have
not been preserved. An auditorium and
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Exhibition

Foalturing paintings,
omamonts & sharles

Artists: Jahan Afroz Ruba
and Sharmin Kabit
Organiser: Rubesh
Venue: Shilpangan
Gallery, H 26, Rd 3,
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‘Lathi Khela,' one of the highlights at the Pagla Kanai birth anniversary

celebration.

library named after him now stands near
the Mazaar.

Pagla Kanai's passion and intense
spirituality was evident at an early age,
hence the locals started calling him
"pagla” (crazy).

*Kanai left his village to evade the
oppression of the British rulers who
forced the farmers to cultivate indigo.
Dirt-poor Kanai became a drifter after his

father's death. He became a cowherd.
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Many were' takerr aback by his eclectic % ~ Ihe lege:ﬁarf"t

spiritual songs and "dhua jaari." His
spiritual inclination put him in touch
with the bauls and fakirs of the area.

People from all walks of life used to
throng his 'ashor' (performance) and
listened to his songs for hours. And grad-
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ually his fame extended throughout the
country.

Pagla Kanai's songs can be classified
into ‘jari,' 'dhua,’ 'pala gaan,’ 'kobi gaan,’
‘murshidi,’ 'marfati,’' Islamic and more.

Scholars such as Mohammad Mansur
Uddin, Dr. Mazharul Islam, Abu Talib,
Amin Uddin Shah, Durga Das Lahiri and
Upendranath Bhattacharya collected
Pagla Kanai's songs and conducted
Esearchesunll}f bard. et A
qul pdassed away*in
Tuly1889. :

Aulad Hossain, a descendant of Pagla
Kanai said, "We are elated that his birth
anniversary gets a major celebration but
we also expect the government to take
furthersteps to preserve hismemories.”

George Harrison

AP, Los Angeles

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paul McCartney may have a knighthood, but it's George Harri-
son who is receiving the royal treatment from the Hollywood
Walk of Fame this month.

Harrison will receive a star on the fabled walk on April 14, the
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce announced Friday. His
widow, Olivia Harrison, and his son, Dhani, are expected to
attend the unveiling.

Harrison, whodied of cancer in 2001, already shares aWalk of
Fame star with all four of the Beatles, but only he and John
Lennon, who died in 1980, will have their own stars.

Harrison's, to be unveiled in front of Hollywood's Capitol
Records building, willbe the 2,382nd on the Walk.

Although once known as "the quiet Beatle" for his shy, retiring
nature, Harrison was one of the group's most powerful forces.

His rockabilly-influenced playing gave the Beatles' early
recordings their distinctive guitar-driven sound and his voice
provided many of the group's most arresting vocal harmonies.
His fascination with Eastern music also helped broaden the
band's sound on such classic albums as "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely
Hearts Club Band" and "The White Album."

Although overshadowed by the more prolific songwriters
Lennon and McCartney, Harrison composed several of the
Beatles' finest songs, including "While My Guitar Gently
Weeps,” "Here Comes the Sun,” "Something” and "Within You,
WithoutYou."

Following the group's breakup in 1970, he enjoyed a success-

Walk of Fame star

v

to get Hollywood

George Harrison

ful solo career that included such albums as "All Things Must
Pass,” "The Concert For Bangladesh," "Cloud Nine" and "Brain-
washed.”

In the late 1980s and early '90s he collaborated with Bnb,‘
Dylan, Tom Petty, Roy Orbison and Jeff Lynne in the whimsical
musical supergroup The Traveling Wilburys.

In conjunction with the star's unveiling, Capitol/EMI said it
plans to announce details for a new Harrison music project
later this month. Martin Scorsese is also directing a forthcom-
ingdocumentary on Harrison.
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Single-episode play Bodhodoy
on ATN Bangla

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Single-episode TV play, "Bodhodoy,” will be aired tonight on
ATN Bangla at 8:45pm. Written by Lipi Monwar, the play has
been directed by Chayanika Chowdhury.

The story follows a doctor engaged in dubious practices. He

rarely visispatients in tharhgapifilhe,works for. Ingigdehg is

keen on treating patients at his government-allotted residence.
One day, an individual comes to him with an unidentified dis-

ease. After thoroughly checking him, the doctor realises that he

Tarin (right) and co-actors in a scene from the play.

has the same symptoms the patient is experiencing. The patient
oo, is a corrupt officer.

Azizul Hakim, Azad Abul Kalam, Tarin, Nirob and Nova play
the central characters.




