for Afghanistan

AP, Strasbourg
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Europe praises Obama,
pledges few troops

giving the post of secretary-general to the prime

European leaders enthusiastically praised
President Barack Obama's new Afghan strategy at
a Nato summit Saturday but held their ground on
a central disagreement and offered only military
trainers and extra security forces for upcoming

elections.

Violent anti-war protests that marred the
alliance’s 60th anniversary celebrations were a
stark reminder that much of Europe has no appe-
tite for the other, costlier half of Obama's Afghan

equation: more combat troops.

“lam pleased that our Nato allies pledged their
strong and unanimous support for our new strat-
egy,  Obamasaid. "We'llneed more resources and
asustained effort to achieve our ultimate goals.”

As protesters battled police outside, Nato
risked angering Muslims around the world by

minister of Denmark, who fuelled anger three
years ago by backing a Danish newspaper's right
to publish cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad.
The 28 leaders at the summit also approved mea-
sures to repair ties with Russia virtually frozen
since the Russo-Georgian war in August.

Afghanistan is seen as a crucial test of the

power and relevance of the alliance, which was
founded at the height of the Cold War to counter-
balance the Soviet Union and now is struggling
againstarising insurgencyfar beyond its borders.

The escalating war has highlighted doubts in

Crisis,

Europe about the ability of Nato's 58,000 troops
to stem the Taliban insurgency. Worries about
casualties and costs have contributed to opposi-
tion to a conflict many Europeans see as an
unnecessary distraction during economic

@he Baily Star

Courtroom ready soon
for Mumbai trial

A¥P, Mumbai

The trial of the suspect
charged over the Mumbal
attacks would start soon as the
court being bulilt for the case
was nearing completion, the
special public prosecutor said
yesterday.

Mohammed Ajmal Amir
Iman, also known as Kasab,
will be tried in a reinforced,
high-security courtroom
inside the Indian city's Arthur
Road prison, where he is
currently being held.,

"The construction of the
court's slab is still on and the
work is expected to be com-
pleted in six to seven days,”
special public prosecutor
Ujjwal Nikam told the Press
Trust of India news agency,
without giving further details.

A bomb-proof tunnel

linking Iman's cell to the
courtroom has been built after
he reportedly received death
threats,

Iman, charged with "wag-
ing war against India” over the
Islamist attacks that killed 165
people, is the only alleged
member of the 10-man team
of militants captured alive
during the November 26-29
siege.

New Delhi blamed the
assault on the Pakistan-based
group Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
and "official agencies" in
Pakistan -- a reference to the
country'sspyservice.

Iman told the Mumbai
court during his last video link
appearance two wecks ago
that he was from Pakistan,
contradicting Islamabad's
repeated denials of his nation-
ality.

PHOTO: AFP

Pakistani investigators and security personnel gather at the suicide blast site at the Frontier
Constabulary camp in Islamabad on Saturday. A suicide bomber has killed up to eight paramilitary
police at the tent camp in Pakistan's capital, the second such attackin Islamabad in less than two weeks.

Pak kidnappers set free
American UN official

AFP, Quetta

The American UN official
kidnapped in Pakistan two
months ago was released
unharmed yesterday, ending
the most high profile hostage
ordeal for a Westerner here
since Daniel Pearl's 2002
killing,

John Solecki, the local head
of the UN refugee agency
(UNHCR), was snatched at
gunpoint in Quetta, the capi-
tal of the southwestern prov-
ince of Baluchistan, on
February 2. His driver was
killed during the abduction.

"I can confirm that he has
been released,” UN spokes-

woman Jennifer Pagonis told
AFP. "A UN team has met him.
He seems all right. The priority
will be to get him medical
attention.”

Pagonis later said that
Solecki had already left
Pakistan. "He is on his way
home. He was flown from
Quertta,” she told AFP, declin-
ing to give any further details.

Pakistan's interior ministry
chief, Rehman Malik, con-
firmed that Solecki had been
released after an ordeal lasting
nearly nine weeks and said
that preparations were being
made to reunite him with his
family.

Pakistan finds 46 dead
Afghans in container

AFP, Quetta

Pakistani and Afghan officials
were Sunday preparping to
serd thofpe the boedies of 46
Afghans found crammed into
a truck container believed to
have been bound for Iran,
officials said.

The container carrying
around 110 people was found
about 20 kilometres (15 miles)
south of Quetta, capital of oil

and gas rich Baluchistan
province, which borders
Afghanistan and Iran, police
said.

# S'Thesdeath¥toll is 46,7
police official Ghulam

Dastagir told AFP from the
southwestern province after
the bodies were found
Saturday.

"(Another) 45 people were
unconscious and have been
admitted to hospital," the

official added.

The investigation into the
matter had been handed over
to .Pakistan's Federal

_Investigation MAgency €FI1A),

which deals with immigration
matters.

"We are investigating the
matter and have contacted the
Afghan consulate in Quetta,
who have visited the hospital,"
FIA director Shahab Azeem
told AFP.

India welcomes US bill
linking Pak aid to
anti-terror steps

PTI, New Delhi

India yesterday welcomed the
inttoduction of a bill in the US
Congress which links financial
aid to Pakistan to the condi-
tion that it stops supporting
terror groups active across the
border.

"Any effort by the interna-
tional community to ensure
that Pakistan fulfills its inter-

national obligations is wel-
come,” External Affairs
Minister Pranab Mukherjee

» told reporters here.

Mukherjee was asked
about a US bill seeking to
triple non-military aid to
Pakistan to a whopping USD
1.5 billion annually while
asking Islamabad to stop
supporting terror groups
activein India.

PHOTO. AFP
Congress President Sonia Gandhi addresses a rally in Varanasi yesterday. India holds its 15th parlia-
mentary general elections in five phases on April 16, April 23, April 30, May 7 and May 13 and the new
Parliament will be constituted before June 2.

UPA is very much intact

Says Pranab Mukherjee

PTI, New Delhi

"During their press conference held recently

Asserting that UPA is not disintegrating,
Minister for External Affairs Pranab Mukherjee
today said that it "was very much intact” while
atthe same time the NDA is breaking.
Addressing a press conference in New Delhi,
Mukherjee said, "UPA is not a political entity
and itis very much intact... it is not disintegrat-

L

ing.

The veteran Congress leader said even
though there were hiccups in seat sharing talks
between Congress and its alliance partners like
Samajwadi Party and RJD in UP and Bihar
respectively, the alliance was stillin place.

in Lucknow, SP chief Mulayam Singh Yaday,
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad and LJP leader Ram
Vilas Paswan, have reiterated their support to
UPA. Therefore it is not disintegrating,”
Mukherjee said.

He added that at the same time, Mamata
Banerjee's Trinamool Congress, Biju Janata Dal
and Telugu Desam Party, all these have left the

NDA, whichis breaking.

"Sonia Gandhi as chairperson of UPA is
coordinating at her level while I as floor leader
in Lok Sabha, am trying to coordinate with
other floor leaders in both Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha, to strengthen the UPA,” Mukherjee said.

.......................................................................................

Nafisa replaces
Dutt as SP's

candidate
P11, New Delhi

LokSabhaseat.

(Congress) which has no politi-
cal base in Uttar Pradesh, she

chief Mulayam Singh Yadav's

to contest elections from
Lucknow as SP candidate,”

Singh stated.

Six Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
MLAs in Rajasthan have

state assembly.
This significant development

after its powerful legislator m
Rajasthan Kirori Lal Meena's wife,

- who is also a minister, threatened

. to leave the party. Kirori Lal was
said that she has full faith in SP

upset with the Congress for not

- fieldinghimfromDausa.
secular ideologies and is ready -

"He wanted to contest from

- Dausa so the Congress has
. agreed to this. I am happy that
party General Secretary Amar .

the Congress wants to have a

. stable government in

Setback for BSP as 6
of its MLAs join Cong
in Rajasthan

With Bollywood actor Sanjay Dutt - : .
out of contention, social activist : CNN LBN, Jaipur
Nafisa Ali was on Sunday :
announced as the Samajwadi .

"Nafisa Ali is a personal : XUl Bty 2 o e wie
friend, and when I asked her -
whether she would come 10 * .16 as 3 relief to the Congress
Lucknow as SP's candidate or

would like to represent a party .

Rajasthan and work for the
welfare of the people in
Rajasthan,” says Rajasthan
ChiefMinister Ashok Gehlot.

The BSP MLAs have sited
money changing hands in the
party for the tickets as the
reason for their decision to opt
outof the party.

“We have nothing against

1 but there was money
mhﬂlﬂs furtliEEaI&lﬂ
state level which we brought toher
notice but no action was taken. We
have joined the Congress to make
the more stable and
extend support to Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot,” says BSP MIA
from Udaipurvag, Jaipur Rajendra
Gudha

@ BCIC RE-TENDER NOTICE
& (REfr o e e saeifen 4Sw)

Managing Director, Polash Urea Fertilizer Factory Ltd., Polash Narsingdi, Bangladesh, invites
sealed quotation (Single Envelope System) for appointment of C & F against T/E No: COM/8.370/
08-09/ C&F agent (Air) Dt: 30/03/2009. Tenders will be received up to 11.30 a.m. on 20/04/2009 in
the Tender Box kept in the office of General Manager (Commercial), Polash Urea Fertilizer Factory
Ltd., Polash Narsingdi, Bangladesh and will be opened immediately thereafter on the same day in
presence of the tenderers or their authorized representative (If any). The Tender Documents will be
available on payment of Tk. 200.00/- only per Set (Non - refundable) from (1) Accounts Division,
BCIC Head Office, 30-31 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka- 1000. (2) BCIC Branch Office, 6, Agrabad C/A,
Chittagong & (3) PUFFL's Accounts Deptt. Tk. 5,000.00/- only to be submitted along with the bid as
Tender Security in the form of DD/Pay Order/Unconditional Bank Guarantee (Specimen Enclosed)
in favour of Polash Urea Fertilizer Factory Ltd., Polash Narsingdi, Bangladesh.

Due to unaveoidable circumstances, if the Tender is not received/opened on the Date & Time
mentioned above, The same will be received/opened on the next working day. No Tender
Documents will be sold on the Date of its Opening. The Authority reserves the nght to accept or
reject any or all Tenders without assigning any reason thereof.

(Kazi Shahadat Hossain)
General Manager (Commercial)
For Managing Director.

SOCIAL MARKETING COMPANY
INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Social Marketing Company invites application from the qualified individual willing to
provide consultancy on a short-term basis for developing communication on generic Family
Planning Campaign activities.

Social Marketing Company (SMC) is dedicated to provide opportunities for better family
health for the people of Bangladesh by addressing the issues of social priority, in family
planning, health and nutrition sector in particular by complementing public sector program
through private sector social marketing model. As a part of SMC's ongoing strategy for
further strengthening of its nationwide behavior change communication activities, SMC
invites EOIl from qualified individuals willing to provide consultancy on a short-term basis.

SCOPE OF WORK

The broad scope of work for the consultancy is to work with SMC to prepare a Strategic
Communication Plan for Generic Family Planning Program and guide in developing
communication materials and monitoring tools. '

Specific major activities for the consultant will include:

® Assist in developing a communication campaign on family planning through mass media
and other media options.

® Assist in developing a monitoring process including timeframe and conduct pre-testing
of communication materials.

® Help liaison with GOB, International agencies, NGOs and other stakeholders.

Interested individuals may send their EOl to General Manager, Administration, Social
Marketing Company, SMC Tower, 33 Banani C/A, Dhaka-1213, Bangladesh in an envelope
superscribed "Expression of Interest”. The EOl must be accompanied by the individuals
updated Curriculum Vitae highlighting the consultant's skill areas and previous related
experience,

DUE DATE WITHIN : 1600 Hrs on 13th April, 2009

® Please note that SMC reserves the right to reject any/all proposal(s) if found not meeting
the requirement, without showing any reason & justification.

™ PHOTO: AFP
US special envoy for Afghanistan and Pakistan Richard Holbrooke
(R) speaks during a press conference as the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mike Mullen (L) looks on at the US
embassy in Kabul yesterday. The top US military commander and
'~ special envoy arrived in Kabul for high-level talks, a US official
' said, after Nato backed a new US strategy for the region.

‘New Afghan policy

of US could fail

Says governor of Pak province

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Islamabad

The new Afghan policy of the
US will remain ineffective and
further multiply problems for
the Nato forces until asolution

" to the war was found through

political means, governor of
Pakistan's restive North-West
Frontier Province (NWFP) has
said,

NWFP Governor Owais
Ahmed Ghaniurged American

and western powers fighting
Taliban and al-Qaeda in
Afghanistan to address issues
through political means.

Ghani warned at a seminar
in Peshawar University that a
surge in the use of force would
further deteriorate law and
order situation in Afghanistan,
The News reported.

He said it was not possible
to address the 30-year-old
problem in Afghanistan in a
few days.

Lashkar chief challenges
detention in Pak court

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Islamabad

Chief of the banned Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT) militant outfit
Hafiz Mohammed Saced,
who is the alleged master-
mind of the Mumbai terror
attacks, has moved the
Lahore High Court challeng-
ing his detention.

Saeed, who now heads the
outlawed Jamaat-ud-Daawa
(JuD) which is the frontal
charity organisation of the
LeT, has said he was being

- detained unlawfully, accord-
- ingtoThe News.

Three other JuD leaders,
Col. (retd) Nazeer Ahmed,
Mufti Abdul Rehman and
Ameer Hamza, have also
challenged their arrest.

Saeced, Hamza, Ahmed and
Rehman were placed under
house arrest Dec 12 last year.

Saced's name figures in the
list of terrorists India accuses
of orchestrating the
November 2008 terror attacks
on Mumbai. At least 170 peo-
ple were killed in the carnage.

The petitioner's counsel
submitted that there was no

allegation on record against |

Saeed or his organisation.

e ——

l

AGBA FACATTH :

‘EFq =™ "
TTS S (V8 ) —

A% qmaee’ e o {2l
FAML, B |

A4 72 ¥-09/:008/ SIEs 9Y-00-2005

Sl o [Awle

TR AT B IR IS g TS a3 & ey e [oepReil/ TS «fePs
wifeTs® 3% o1 fem ojefetirEs Feh (¢ PPR-2008 ST AREIEES A3 S

21 TR | 3
o > | et/ e @rafEe fawm #(f2ezs ¢ 4o T3
0 [ T Ao I
:"""_1:"2 ol | efesad «fofs A AT FETR IIATEA
—‘ 8| | efshr afFf =1e TS T
e | e aron e 5Tl |
. MERECE G T T WO 97 FITERY
BRI (RIS ¢ WEH A FTE o 30 |
D EEREEEGE 9%-09/2005
23 "B © Wb 005
fth’!'ﬂ » | AT (e TR 73 |
-~‘J;';-"‘!7501 Gt*f’i B ﬁﬂ
551 | e e reTR SN 5> G 200> S SR 7 |
X1 | Wao SRR ST SIR) 6 T | X0 afe Yoo RN 3380001 W |
Yo | | F9@ [ER SIdN € FY 30 9 J00d (F d20001 |
81 | F2a Rl SRDR AW s | WY ¢ R e, e oriea F0E,
et TR fery, o1 |
SC1 | e SR SRTR AN S | A, SN S 49 o (Sl 3w (Gt I |
i
MW | | WU RER ¥R T, LY IR T I |
3| | WA WIS TS () @S TMRE™ (oY)
() ® @R IR TERSR TS
Bl ek gfedTa wfrargs >3 99 w4
R (%) T8 R SRR SRR AR 2R
QTS I IAATS ¢ TS DIIR e BER-
A Re @R I AWEEAISNR T8 I AW
m @ (Irfeives 3FmE) T TS ¢(+i5) TWR
Y T™HTS |
A (%) PPR @3 ST *rfast) oramsy T2 |
- BNREELER AEE TR IR @3 IFASFY W0
BT W (RIS € WETFa TS oL 3T |
1 | waera e 3o }.000]-(4% ISR OIF1) XN |
| 30 | e Pfeefafea offa 3¢ ,000/-(AT3 L&Y BIF) T |
D | | IEEAMTRR A 8¢ (Arere) = k
(7331 | oo Srmer wma -GS (79)
01 | M SRR SUrR BeH | OTg S (48 w), 37, i |

'I'ﬁ?ﬂ FACETA LT A FRY I TR [ @ e el Sed) 7 e aifes
AR TAS] TR I |
w(m
(SIS FIC)
GD-1792 W'W(jﬁ)

_.__.ﬂ



